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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

With Christmas fast approaching, my committee and I have been working hard to put a 
Christmas function together. We have locked in Saturday 26 November starting around 
6 pm. This twilight function has taken a lot of negotiation to put on and we are super 
excited to announce that we have a live band, a professional catering business and a 
licensed bar with staff. 
We are selling prepaid entry tickets available in this newsletter and on social media 
sites for a nominal amount (see back cover for details). Longtime friends Rob and Liz 
will be entertaining us with their band Mirrabooka and special guests The Central 
Coast Ukulele Club.
This is a NO BYO event and is sure to be a lot of fun.
On behalf of the committee and my wife Kim, I would like to congratulate my Vice 
President Ingrid and her partner Ian on their wedding and wish them all the luck they 
deserve.
I also wish to thank Mike and Rob for putting this newsletter together over the last few 
years, which has been both informative and colourful. I’m hoping we can continue the 
professional publication that Mike and Rob have supplied for us.
We are enjoying the results of our Hall facelift and have had a lot of positive feedback, 
as well as some extra bookings. We are currently discussing our next move for works 
to be undertaken next year.
On behalf of our committee, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Ken Gray

Upcoming events in the Valley
Matcham Hall Christmas Party
Saturday 26 November from 6 pm
Tickets $10 in advance via Humanitix or $15 at the door.
See back cover for details. 
Matcham-Holgate Produce Share
Second Sunday of every month from 10–11 am at Fires Creek Winery
No worries if you don’t have any produce to share – just make a donation to a local 
organisation that will be onsite. Admission is $5 per person or $10 per family (or 
whatever you can afford)
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

Matcham-Holgate Hall News is published three times a year – usually in April, July and November – 
and is delivered free to more than 700 properties in the Matcham and Holgate valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes towards the production of the newsletter and for the maintenance and 
upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall.

Welcome to our final issue of the Hall News for 2022.
Our Spotlight in this issue looks at the Erina Community Men’s Shed located on the corner 
of the Central Coast Highway and Carlton Road, Erina, within the grounds of the Erina 
Baptist Church. A wonderful organisation supporting and connecting men. In addition, 
we present a brief report on the recent playground renovations of another local identity 
also located in the Erina Baptist Church grounds – the Footprints Early Learning Centre. 
We also include a special report to help you to better understand the current rezoning 
of our properties and the upcoming Central Coast Council consultation process for the 
Deferred Matters Planning Proposal.
With the festive season nearly upon us, Vicki has come up with some great ideas and 
recipes for delicious goodies that will make excellent presents for your loved ones and 
friends. After the unprecedented rainfall this year, Meg provides a thoughtful article 
on how good garden design can reduce or prevent flooding on our properties. Max 
presents an informative article on the devastating effects of the incursion of the Varroa 
mite in our region and the economic impact and loss of honey production that it entails.
Well done to the Hall Committee for their ongoing care and improvement of Matcham 
Hall. See the back cover invitation to come and join them for the annual Christmas Party.
Both Rob and I are pleased that we have had an expression of interest to join the 
editorial team to continue the publication of the Hall News into 2023. This publication 
began in 1987 as a two-page A4 newsletter using a Microbee 125 for wordprocessing 
and printed on a home printer. It has gone from strength to strength over the years, 
with a continuous change of editors from our valleys who have generously given their 
time and effort to keep us informed on local issues and events. 
A link for our online Flip Book will be posted on the Community Facebook page once 
printing of this issue has been finalised.
Once again, a big thank-you to all our contributors, advertisers and delivery team who 
have supported us throughout this year. We also welcome aboard new members of 
the delivery team – Ingrid and Michael Tristram, who will be delivering newsletters to 
Katandra Road homes. Thanks also to Kwik Kopy, Gosford, for sponsoring our colour 
printing costs for this issue, as well as for their great support over the past few years.
We hope you have a peaceful and Happy Christmas.

Mike & Rob
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NEW ZONING FOR THE  
MATCHAM AND HOLGATE VALLEYS

Deferred Matters 
Central Coast Council has developed the 
Central Coast Local Environmental Plan 
2022 (CCLEP 2022), which is the primary 
legal planning document for guiding 
land use and planning decisions made 
by Council. The CCLEP 2022 describes 
what can be undertaken on land and is 
supported by mapping, including land use 
zones, height of building, lot size maps etc. 
Some areas of the Central Coast are not 
covered by the CCLEP 2022 due to certain 
circumstances. Most of the properties 
in the Matcham/Holgate area have not 
had their new zones confirmed. These 
are called Deferred Matters and IDO 
122 still applies to those areas, retaining 
the former zones of 7(a) Conservation 
and 7(c2) Scenic Protection Rural Small 
Holdings.
Community consultation 
In order to resolve the Deferred Matters, 
Council intends to commence the public 
exhibition of the Deferred Matters 
Planning Proposal sometime in the first 
half of next year. They are currently 
working with the Department of Planning 
and Environment (DPE) regarding the 

conditions for the public exhibition, 
known as a Gateway Determination. The 
commencement of the public exhibition 
will be dependent on any additional work/
studies they need to do and how and 
when the consultation process with other 
government agencies will occur. Council is 
yet to finalise its consultation process, but 
at a minimum all information will be made 
available on Council’s website generally 
for 28 days. Council has advised that all 
landowners will be notified in writing and 
will be provided with the opportunity to 
make a public submission.
The public exhibition process will be 
supported by a comprehensive Planning 
Proposal document and supporting 
studies and will be made available on 
Council’s website. Hopefully, there will 
be a direct link as well as an interactive 
mapping tool provided for residents to 
navigate this process.
The Planning Proposal and other 
exhibited material will show how your 
land will be rezoned to the current 
equivalent zones of C2 – Conservation, 
C3 – Environmental Management or 
C4 – Environmental Living. It will also 
clarify what uses are permitted upon the 

The zoning for our valleys is anticipated to be finalised to match up with the remainder of 
the new Central Coast Local Environmental Plan 2022 (CCLEP 2022), which came into effect 
on 1 August 2022. This consolidated most of the former Gosford and Wyong planning rules 

into Coast-wide documents. More information on the implementation of the new CCLEP 2022 
and CCDCP 2022 coming into effect is available on the Central Coast Council’s website at:  

https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-build/planning-controls

This report by Mike Murphy, with support from former local resident Chris Smith (Town 
Planner, Interface Planning) and Central Coast Council Senior Strategic Planner Rod Mergan, 
is intended to help you to better understand the current rezoning of our properties and the 

upcoming consultation process for the Deferred Matters Planning Proposal.
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future zone (such as secondary dwellings 
and dual occupancies) and will identify 
minimum lot size for subdivision (typically 
2 ha or 20 ha). 
Writing a submission
There will be an opportunity for 
landowners and other interested parties 
to make a submission and talk to Council 
officers and ask questions when the 
exhibition process commences.
Council will consider all submissions 
and provide a report to Council on the 
outcome of the public exhibition. The 
report will be considered at an Ordinary 
Council Meeting which will be open to 
the public. Given the history and scope 
of the Deferred Lands Planning Proposal, 
there may be the opportunity for 
additional consultation and engagement 
processes that will not be finalised until 
we get closer to the commencement of 
this event. Council will likely have notices 
in local papers, on their website and 
weekly updates if you are subscribed. 
Usually, the public exhibition is posted on 
Council’s website “Your Voice Our Coast”: 
https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.com/
At this point, there has not been an 
indication of a public forum being held 
for local residents where residents would 
be able to ask questions and provide 
feedback to council officers as part of this 
process.
What is the proposed zone for my 
property?
All land that is included in the Deferred 
Matters Planning Proposal is currently 
zoned under historic planning instrument, 
such as the Interim Development Order 
and Gosford Planning Scheme. These 
historic planning instruments have been 
in place for approximately 50 years. 

These historic planning provisions need 
to be replaced with modern Standard 
Instrument zoning provisions. 
Generally, all land affected by this project 
will be converted into the following 
zones: C2 – Environmental Conservation, 
C3 – Environmental Management or 
C4 – Environmental Living, and will be 
incorporated into the new Central Coast 
LEP 2022. This is the main objective of the 
process and Council is unable to pre-empt 
specifics at this stage.
Definitions for C2, C3, C4 zones
Zone C2 – Environmental Conservation
Objectives of zone:
•  To protect, manage and restore areas 

of high ecological, scientific, cultural or 
aesthetic values.

•  To prevent development that could 
destroy, damage or otherwise have an 
adverse effect on those values.

Zone C3 – Environmental Management
Objectives of zone:
•  To protect, manage and restore areas 

with special ecological, scientific, 
cultural or aesthetic values.

•  To provide for a limited range of 
development that does not have an 
adverse effect on those values.

•  To provide a buffer to land of high 
ecological value or land that has 
environmental constraints or hazards.

Zone C4 – Environmental Living
Objectives of zone:
•  To provide for low-impact residential 

development in areas with special 
ecological, scientific or aesthetic values.

•  To ensure that residential development 
does not have an adverse effect on 
those values.
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•  To allow additional land uses that will 
not have an adverse impact on those 
values.

Council is developing a process to allow 
for the continuation of dedicating land to 
allow for the ability to subdivide lots that 
meet certain criteria. Council is currently 
working on an alternative process to allow 
for similar provisions to continue and will 
provide detail on this process so that it 
can be considered during the upcoming 
public exhibition process.
The conversion process, as far as 
practicable, is intended to be on a ‘like-
for-like’ basis.
Coastal Open Space Strategy (COSS) Land
Much of the ridgelines and some of the 
valleys that are not private properties 
are either COSS land (e.g. Katandra, Mt 
Elliot/Rumbalara), or National Park (e.g. 
Wambina Reserve).

Under the CCLEP 2022, these COSS lands 
have been zoned under State Zoning of 
C2 – Environmental Conservation; this 
zone is generally intended to protect land 
that has high conservation value.
Council under Administration 
The Central Coast Council was suspended 
on 30 October 2020 and is currently under 
the control and guidance of Rik Hart, the 
Government-appointed Administrator. 
The next Local Government elections 
are scheduled for September 2024. Until 
this time, the Administrator acts as the 
Council, effectively replacing the role 
previously performed by the Mayor and 
Councillors. 
Residents can raise matters with the 
Administrator if they feel that matters 
are not being adequately dealt with by 
Council staff. z
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“On Time, Every Time.”

“Noisy pipes?  
Toilets slow to drain?

Leaking taps?”

0420 100 074
24 Hour Emergency Service

“Outstanding service  with integrity  
is our promise to you.”

 

ü
ü

ü

ü

24 hour emergency service for any plumbing situation.
We have the spare parts to repair your problem 
and get you up and running ASAP.
You need a reliable plumber that can fix 
the problem quickly and effectively.
Exceptional service to home and businesses 
on the Central Coast at an affordable price.

All Plumbing Work, Fully Guaranteed,  
FAST Service with NO-Mess!

fluidplumbingservices.com.au

DAVID MIKKELSEN

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

We’re Focused On You
We’ll help you get the 

solutions you need.

On-Time
We know your time is important 

and we’ll make the most of it  
24 hours a day.

Friendly & Courteous
After all, you deserve to be helped 

by a tradesman with manners.

Fully Stocked Vehicles
While competitors may waste time 

going to wholesalers,  
we have it inside our vehicles.

Small Local Business 
Family owned and run business that  

understands the value of each customer.

100% Satisfaction  
Guaranteed 

We’ll make it right.

FPL115 • COPP THIS GRAPHICS • 0431 456 186
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Professional services include: 
Tree Removal 
Tree Pruning 

Block Clearing 
Stump Grinding 

 
Phone 0420 629 496 for a no obligation free quote 

www.randbtreeservices.com.au 
Fully Insured 

ABN: 25 618 761 945 

Professional services include:
Tree Removal
Tree Pruning

Block Clearing
Stump Grinding

Phone 0420 629 496 for a 
no obligation free quote

www.randbtreeservices.com.au
Fully insured

ABN: 15642734487

  

•  Landscape construction.
•  Central Coast friendly.
•  Fully insured and qualified. 

Based in Matcham, Silver Fern 
Landscapes specialises in structural 
landscaping and pool renovations, 
pool paving, timber/stone retaining 
walls, decks, laying turf, garden 
renovations and garden maintenance.

Ph: 0431 589 318
silverfernscapes@gmail.com

Silver Fern  
Landscapes

> ROCK WALLS

> GENERAL EARTHWORKS

> MULCHING (RECLAIMING VEGETATION)

RMS AND LOCAL COUNCIL 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR

  

Robbo’s Mobile  
Mower Repairs

•   All makes and models of 
mowers serviced and repaired

•   Old mowers wanted dead or 
alive (cash paid)

Phone Russ: 

0427 435 572
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Central Telecoms are the highest-rated telco in Australia 
and supply Central Coast businesses and homes with  

the fastest and most reliable NBN and Wi-Fi.

Contact us for a FREE quote:
32 Central Coast Highway, West Gosford NSW 2250 

(opposite Domayne and Harvey Norman)
www.centraltelecoms.com.au

Phone: 1300 677406
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VICKI’S COUNTRY KITCHEN

Hi Folks,
I can’t believe that Christmas is nearly 
upon us! As much as I love Christmas, it 
tends to be an expensive time of year, so 
in this edition of the Hall News I thought 
it might be a good time to remind you all 
that you can make delicious gifts much 
cheaper and of better quality than you 
can buy from the shops. So here are a few 
ideas and recipes that we will share – some 
can be made well ahead of time and some 
need to be made a little closer to the date. 
But they are all made from the heart and 
make excellent presents for loved ones 
and friends. Just remember to add festive 
decorations to your packaging and you will 
have truly beautiful gifts to give.
Jams make a great gift that everybody 
loves, and heading into Christmas 
strawberries are generally plentiful and 
very tasty. Add a little alcohol to make 
your jam a little more special. A good size 
batch will make plenty of tasty presents 
for you to share. Decorate the jars with 
red and green curling ribbon, along with a 
home-made card.
Strawberry and Cointreau Jam
• 1200 g strawberries
• 900 g sugar
• 80 ml lemon juice
• 125 ml Cointreau 
Wash and dry strawberries, cut in half, 
then add to a wide-mouth saucepan 
along with sugar and lemon juice. Stir on 
low–medium heat until sugar dissolves.
Place a small plate in freezer. Once sugar 
is dissolved increase heat to a roiling boil. 
Stir frequently until temp reaches ~ 105�C 

or jam starts to thicken. (This can take 
anywhere between 30–40 mins.) Once 
you think it is ready, take a teaspoonful 
and put it onto your chilled plate. Let it sit 
for ~ 1 min, then run your finger through. 
If it wrinkles it is ready; if not cook a little 
longer until it does. Depending on your 
fruit, this step may vary quite a lot.
Once ready, take it off the heat, and let 
it sit for a few minutes. Next, add your 
Cointreau and then ladle into sterilised 
jars and put the lids on. Place them in a 
saucepan filled with hot water covering 
the tops of the jars by 1 cm and boil for 
13 mins. The jars will then be shelf stable 
for 1 year until opened.

Irish Cream
An adults’ Christmas treat and one of my 
personal favourites that I make for my Dad 
each year. I always keep a small bottle for 
myself because it tastes so good! 
•  470 ml of cream (either thickened or 

pouring is fine)
• 2 x cans of condensed milk
•  6 tbsp chocolate syrup (I like the 

Hershey’s one)
• 2 tsp of instant coffee
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•  800 ml of whisky (I use whichever one 
is on sale)

To make, just add all the ingredients into 
your blender and give it a quick blitz. Then 
pour into sterilised glass bottles (I prefer 
bottles with a wider mouth) and store for 
up to 8 weeks (although I doubt it will 
last that long!). I like mine served with ice 
cubes, but is also amazing drizzled over 
ice cream.
Simple Shortbread
You can either keep this one simple 
or dress it up by adding almonds or 
cranberries. Once cooked, you can either 
vacuum pack your shortbread or put it 
into cellophane bags and then place them 
into cute little Christmas gift boxes. So 
lovely to have with a cup of tea.
• 500 g softened butter
• 300 g caster sugar
• 2 tsp vanilla essence
• 600 g plain flour
• 180 g rice flour
Preheat oven to 160�C. Beat butter, sugar 
and vanilla until light and fluffy. Then stir 
through plain and rice flours.
Line a large lamington tray with non-stick 
baking paper. Press dough into tray, then 
gently using a knife or pizza wheel score 
lines to whatever size shortbread you 
would like (this will make breaking them 
apart easier once cooked) and then prick 
each biscuit with a fork. Cook for ~ 20–25 
mins until golden brown, cool on the tray 
and then sprinkle with icing sugar. Then 
package as above.
Christmas Pudding Truffles
These are a decadent gift, and if you don’t 
have time to make your own pudding or 
Christmas cake you can cheat and buy a 
ready-made one. This recipe makes about 

60 truffles. These look fantastic in clear 
acetate trays and are so good to eat as 
an after-dinner treat with your favourite 
cuppa.
•  1600 g of fruit cake or pudding, lightly 

chopped into a course mix
•  200 g of dark chocolate, roughly 

chopped
• 4 tbsp brandy
• 400 g white chocolate
•  Green and red snakes chopped into 

small chunks to decorate top of 
pudding

Process broken up cake in a food 
processor to make fine crumbs.
In the microwave melt the dark chocolate 
in 10–20 sec intervals so that the 
chocolate doesn’t seize until melted. 
Add the chocolate and brandy to the 
processed cake crumbs and mix well.
Line a tray with non-stick paper and roll 
the above mix into balls, and refrigerate 
for 30 mins. Next, melt white chocolate 
in microwave again in 10–20 sec intervals, 
stirring each time until melted. Then 
using a teaspoon drizzle chocolate over 
your mini puddings and top with cut red 
or green snakes pieces.
Homemade Fruit Mince Pies
Once again, you can use premade pie 
shells or make your own. This recipe 
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Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Our Community Hall is available for hiring.  
For all enquiries contact: bookings@matchamhall.org

Hall News 
Advertising Rates 2022

Ad Page Size Rate for 3 Editions

1/4 page $165.00

1/3 page $300.00

1/2 page $435.00

Full page $750.00

makes the most delicious fruit mince 
pies and you can either top them with a 
little pastry circle or star or add almond 
crumble for something special.
• 480 g of mixed fruit
•  2 Granny Smith apples, peeled and 

grated
• 200 g brown sugar
• 1 tbsp of orange rind zest
• 4 tbsp of orange juice
• 4 tbsp water
• 1 tbsp mixed spice
• 2 tsp of cinnamon
• 80 g butter
• 4 tbsp brandy/Cointreau
Combine everything in a saucepan except 
for alcohol and butter, stir to dissolve 
sugar and then bring to a boil and simmer 

for 10 minutes until most of the liquid has 
evaporated. Remove from heat and stir 
butter through, leave to cool and then 
add brandy. Transfer to a sterilised jar and 
keep in the fridge for up to 6 months. 
When ready to make tarts, place 
spoonfuls of mixture into pie case and top 
with pastry cut out or almond crumble. 
Bake in a pre-heated oven at 180�C until 
tops are lightly browned. Once again, 
either pack in cellophane or vacuum pack 
and place in a pretty container.
We hope that these recipes help you with 
your Christmas budget.
We wish you a safe and Merry Christmas, 
and look forward to 2023 being a really 
good year for everyone.
Big Hugs from Vic and Pete – we look 
forward to seeing you at the Thank God 
It’s Friday Stall
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

We are open to talking with you about our strategies for the 
current market conditions.  

Call either of us for a confidential chat. 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
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Max Rae is a local commercial beekeeper and co-founder of Bee-U-tiful Honey, 
a producer and supplier of quality raw honey. He currently manages 100+ hives 
around Matcham and the Central Coast, and has been successful in winning the 
Sydney Royal National Honey Competition with honey and pollen many times.

THE MATCHAM BUZZ

From the time of my last article the world 
of beekeeping on the coast has been 
turned on its head.
You may be aware that the “Varroa 
Destructor” mite was detected in 
biosecurity sentinel hives located at the 
port of Newcastle on 22 June 2022. These 
tiny red-brown external mites are of major 
concern to all beekeepers and industry, as 
Australia was the only continent that was 
free from these deadly mites.
What is Varroa mite?
Varroa mites (Varroa jacobsoni and 
V. destructor) are the most serious pest 
of honey bees worldwide. The mites are 
tiny reddish brown external parasites of 
honey bees. 
How is it characterised?
On their own, individual mites are 
easily identifiable to the naked eye. 
Left untreated, Varroa mite will kill any 
beehive it infects. All feral and untreated 
bee colonies will eventually die. 

How is it spread? 
Drone bees are able to move Varroa mites 
from hive to hive and even between 
apiaries. Mites are agile, move into hives 
quickly and transfer through contact 
between bees. There are strict quarantine 
requirements in place to protect the 
Australian honey bee industry.

Where is it found?
Varroa infects honey bees in every major 
beekeeping area of the world, except 
Australia.
So what’s the big deal?
It is estimated that Varroa mite could 
result in losses of $70 million a year 
should it become established in Australia. 
Unfortunately, if the mites become 
endemic in Australia, it will change the 
way we as beekeepers manage our hives. 
You can never completely eradicate the 
mites from the hive. The mites mate and 
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feed in the cells of the developing bees 
and can explode in numbers very quickly. 
The bees have to deal with the mites 
sucking their haemoglobin and fats as 
they attach themselves in between the 
segments of the bees. To relate the size of 
one Varroa mite on a bee is like us having 
a ringtail possum on our shoulder. Bees 
may have two or three mites attached 
to them at any one time. In addition, the 
mites are also a well-known vector for 
other deadly bee diseases. 
Beekeepers try to keep the mite numbers 
under control, and the only way this can 
be achieved is to introduce chemicals 
into the hives. Australia is renowned 
worldwide as having chemical-free honey. 
We all do not want to go down that path 
of managing mites with chemicals like 
other countries have.
What happened in response to this 
incursion? 
The Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) moved very quickly, implementing 
no movement orders to all beekeepers in 
NSW and establishing the infection areas. 
At this very moment we now have the Red 
eradication zone, the Purple surveillance 
zone and Blue general emergency areas 
(see the online flip book for a digital 
colour version of the map at right).
DPI were able to connect all the red sites 
with a known detection in the Newcastle 

area through hive movements. This 
meant that the mite had not naturally 
progressed to our area, but by movements 
by beekeepers from the Newcastle area. 
Unfortunately, three areas on the Coast 
were detected with Varroa – Calga, 
Somersby and Wyong.
A 10 km eradication zone was set up 
around the infected premises, so this 
meant that all hives within the zone 
would be euthanised for the greater good 
of the remaining bees outside this zone.
This news was devastating to all the 
beekeepers in the red zone.
To date, the Matcham-Holgate area is in 
the purple surveillance zone, which means 
that honey bee hives cannot be moved in or 
out of the zone. Under special conditions, a 
permit may be granted to move hives under 
certain circumstances and wild swarms 
must be euthanised if caught.
With this directive in place, Bee-U-tiful 
Honey has lost 100 production hives in 
this outbreak – all of these hives were 
tested by DPI and found to be negative 
to Varroa, but unfortunately they were in 
the red eradication zone.
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS

A BIG THANK-YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road TBA
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Ingrid & Michael Tristram
Clyde/Trawalla Roads Mindy Carr
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Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: matt@mses.net.au
ACN: 112 261 631

SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE 
REMOVALS – STUMP 

GRINDING 
FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call Ethan Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced qualified arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

Habitattreeworks.com.au

I won’t go into details of the euthanasia; 
however, from our perspective you may 
understand how devastating this was 
to our little business. We, and all the 
beekeepers that were registered with the 
DPI, were compensated for the hardware 
(beehives) and our livestock (bees); 
however, just to add to our pain, as a 
consequence of the outbreak, bees will 
not be allowed within the eradication red 
zones for three years – what a huge loss 
of honey production on the coast!
Following on from the euthanasia 
and destruction of recreational and 
commercially managed hives within the 
red eradication emergency zone, the next 
phase in the eradication of Varroa mite 
includes the complete removal of wild 
European honey bees from the red zone. 
This will include a baiting program in 
these areas to eradicate any feral honey 

bees (wild hives), which can also carry the 
mite.
If anyone has any questions regarding 
biosecurity involving honey bees 
managed or wild within the valley area 
please feel free to contact me. 
Max Rae – 0424 168 590
Biosecurity officer for the Central Coast 
Amateur Beekeepers Australia club z
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MEG'S PERMACULTURE

How good garden design can reduce or 
prevent flooding
One of the goals of a permaculture design 
is to make sure your property can cope 
with extreme weather events, including 
storms and long periods without rain. With 
another wet year ahead, here are some 
permaculture ideas to reduce your flood 
risk, and the risk to your neighbours.
Catch, sink, store and share
The main permaculture strategy for 
dealing with water is summed up by these 
four words. A good permaculture design 
will catch as much rainwater as possible 
and store it for future use. The practical 
application of this strategy includes 
replacing standard guttering with high 
volume guttering, increasing tank storage 
and figuring out where any overflow will go, 
but it also includes storing water in living 
plants and in the soil. 
Plants as water tanks
A mature tree stores around 95 litres for 
every centimetre of the trunk’s diameter 
(give or take a few litres). That’s 9,500 litres of 
water in a tree with a one metre trunk! Trees 
are giant water pumps, pulling moisture 
from the ground and efficiently returning it 

to the atmosphere through transpiration. In 
a storm event, trees will pull large quantities 
of water up into their canopies. This is 
mostly a good thing, but does sometimes 
result in the tree becoming top-heavy and 
falling over. One of the simplest ways to 
improve your ability to withstand a deluge is 
to plant more trees. Remember to keep tall 
ones well away from your home.
Any amount of garden will provide you with 
an improved capacity to process excess 
rainfall. Look for plants with large, lush leaves 
if you want to absorb water quickly but 
check first for their weed potential. Many 
of these plants, including the popular arum 
lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica), are declared 
agricultural pests and the arum lily is also 
extremely poisonous to humans and animals.

Permaculture has a reputation for 
advocating against lawns and I admit that 
we have replaced most of ours with forest 
gardens, but lawns remain a much better 
option than hard surfaces because at least 
they catch and sink some water. Our parking 
area for visitors is covered with buffalo lawn 
and copes well with occasional parking. 
Forest gardens
The Matcham and Holgate valleys were 
once lush forests. When we talk about 
“cooperating with nature” we mean that 
understanding a natural pattern and working 

Arum lilies: Beautiful but actually a poisonous weed

Illustration by Kit Steiner
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with it will save you lots of time, energy and 
money. Around here, everything wants to be 
a rain forest. Understanding this has helped 
us to create large areas of forest garden. 
These aren’t native bushland, but carefully 
designed gardens that include food-
producing species such as macadamias, 
avocadoes, mulberries, pecans, walnuts 
and others. Forest gardens mimic the 
pattern of a natural forest, but replace 
some plants with those that will provide us 
with food, and others with plants that have 
desirable characteristics, such as attracting 
wildlife or pollinators, or dropping leaves 
in autumn to let the sun in. Once forest 
gardens are established they need much less 
maintenance than lawns, and they catch and 
store lots of water.
Riparian zones
Anyone with a creek running through their 
property will already be aware that there 
is a riparian zone either side of the creek 
where no building is permitted. Ideally, this 
area should have a multi-storey planting of 
local, native species ranging from ground 
covers and shrubs to mature trees. These 
natural gardens require little in the way of 
maintenance but provide huge benefits to 
your property, helping to hold water higher 
in the land, slowing and soaking up flood 
water and providing habitat for wildlife. 
Beware of treating the creek as an open drain. 
Clearing either bank is not only illegal, it will 
also significantly contribute to the speed 
and volume of flood waters heading towards 
your downstream neighbours. Clearing also 
increases the risk of contamination because 
riparian growth can filter and process 
nutrients that would otherwise end up in 
our waterways. Nature hates bare soil and 
will quickly populate it with weed species 
that will also hitch a ride on the creek water 
to populate other properties. 
Rain gardens
Rain gardens used to be largely unknown 

outside permaculture circles, but they 
have grown in popularity as government 
authorities hunt for strategies to mitigate 
the increasing prevalence of storms. 
Essentially, this is an area set aside for 
creating a natural sponge. Soil is often 
opened up with sand, gravel or something 
similar and the area is planted with species 
that are efficient at processing water. A rain 
garden allows run-off to slowly infiltrate 
into the ground and can capture as much as 
30% more water than lawn. There’s plenty 
of information available online if you’d like 
to create one. 
Swales
The swale is a permaculture icon and you’ll 
find them in just about every permaculture 
garden on the planet. It is basically a dish 
drain cut into your land so that it runs along 
a contour. It’s the opposite of your typical 
drainage system which tries to move water 
away as quickly as possible. A swale will 
slow down the passage of water down 
a slope and spread it out, allowing it to 
percolate down into the soil. Over time, 
the swale creates an underground plume 
of moisture beneath it that stores water. 
Used well, swales can reduce or eliminate 
the need for irrigation systems, particularly 
when forest gardening methods are used.
Keep in mind that increasing the water 
holding capacity of your soil can have an 
impact on building foundations, particularly 
on clay. Swales can be used to move water 
around your home, but need to be far 
enough back to prevent this.
Fair share
And finally, remember that water is a 
valuable resource, even during a wet year. 
Our ethical obligation is to ensure that all 
water leaving our properties is clean and 
safe. That means minimising or eliminating 
the use of synthetic chemicals, and making 
sure that any fertiliser is applied at the 
appropriate rate. z
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SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL:  
ERINA COMMUNITY MEN’S SHED

History
The Erina Community Men’s Shed, located on 
the corner of the Central Coast Highway and 
Carlton Road, Erina, was opened in December 
2013 within the grounds of the Erina Baptist 
Church, as an initiative of Erina Baptist 
Community Care, along with the great support 
of Pastor Joel Small of Erina Community 
Baptist Church. 
Membership
We are a community shed and welcome men 
of all ages to join. Our annual joining fee is $50, 
which can be waived or reduced in the event 
of hardship. We also ask a gold coin donation 
for morning tea and our monthly BBQ. 
Our Mission
To provide men with a safe-haven where they 
can relax and enjoy the company of other 
men in a non-threatening environment. Also, 
to give the men attending the opportunity 
to undertake a hobby or activity and enjoy a 
beaut morning tea.
What Do We Offer?
We have woodworking, metalworking and 
gardening at our shed. If you bring skills in 
these areas that’s great, but those without 
these skills are especially welcome to come 
and learn.

We do one community project each year 
and also some of our members work with 
Disability Services where we go out to homes 
of disabled people to look at solutions to help 
make their daily lives easier. We then bring the 
ideas back to the shed and “make it happen”.
Once a month we have a day where we do a 
full clean-up of the shed, followed by a BBQ. If 
you just want to come in for morning tea and 
a chat, that is also fine. Some of the men bring 
in work from home when they don’t have the 
tools to do it or need some help with a project. 
We also work for members of the public who 
request assistance with repairs or making 
what they request from scratch. We charge a 
small fee in the form of a donation for work 
done, which provides funds for our continuing 
costs. Materials can be provided by the public 
for their tasks or we can obtain the necessary 
materials and charge at cost.
Hours
The shed is open three mornings a week, from 
8:30 am to 12:00 pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays.
Contact details for those wishing to join
Ian Genders 0434 099 865  
erinamenshed@gmail.com
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Another local identity located in the grounds 
of the Erina Baptist Church at the corner 
of Carlton Road is the Footprints Early 
Learning Centre, which has undergone a 
total playground renovation over the past 
few months. 
Footprints Early Learning Centre approached 

a local Early Childhood outdoor consultancy firm, Inspired EC, based south of Newcastle, 
to collaboratively design an outdoor learning environment that would improve 
educational experiences and outcomes for children in their care. Linked with this was a 
strong desire to align with the centre’s philosophy, which recognises that ours are not 
the first footprints on this land. Accordingly, their brief to Inspired EC was to base the 
design and materials of the playground renovation in our natural environment and to 
ensure that the values of the centre’s philosophy were evident through it. 
Footprints Early Learning Centre recently received a $10,000 Community Grant from 
the NSW Education Department, which enabled them to construct a yarning circle to 
reflect those traditionally used by First Nations People. The yarning circle was included 
in the design of the outdoor learning environment to facilitate the encouragement 
and development in each child of the art of listening and speaking from the heart. 
Yarning circles are called nganggali ngara ngura in Darkinjung language, which means 
“Talking Listening Place” – providing a safe place to be heard and to respond.
Footprints Early Learning Centre is looking forward to the positive outcomes from the 
yarning circle, which will allow them to:
•  encourage deep and honest communication
•  learn and practise the art of listening and talking from the heart
•  facilitate each child to express themselves
•  explore factors contributing to conflicts
•  share personal stories.
The completed playground provides 
a beautiful space for play, exploration 
and creativity. 
Footprints Early Learning Centre 
welcomes local families who are 
seeking care to tour their centre, 
and to meet Director Melissa and 
her caring and highly qualified staff 
team. Appointments can be made by 
contacting the administration team 
at admin@footprintserina.com.au 
or calling them on 4365 6160.
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The Footprints yarning circle reflects those traditionally used by our First Nations People.

The completed playground provides a beautiful 
space for play, exploration and creativity.
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524
Fire trail, Wambina Reserve
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer

Phone
0419 292 026 
4365 0097
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Dear Holgate and Matcham Community, 
We come together at the end of 2022, it has been my absolute privilege to 
lead Holgate Public School and the community over the last seven years. 
I am so proud of our students, teachers, staff, parents, and community in 
everything we have achieved together. In 2023, a new Principal will be 

appointed to Holgate Public School, as I am moving into a corporate position within 
the Department of Education. I would like to acknowledge the support and efforts of 
the school and community in overcoming the unprecedented challenges and the many 
successful experiences throughout this time. I will always reflect on my time as leader 
of Holgate Public School with pride and do look forward to watching this community 
and school continue to thrive.  

– Thank you, Mrs Vanessa Gordon, Principal
Our school leaders Eden Mc., Rubedo P., Lucia P. and Porjsa J. have written an update 
on school activities. 

In Term 3 and 4 our school has been very busy in the following areas:
Sport 
Our school has been undertaking Sporting Schools this semester in golf and life saving 
skills. This has been a great way to learn sporting skills of a variety of sports and the 
skills for the future. We value and are always excited when these activities occur in 
our school. Our school is participating in the PSSA Ball Carnival this term and we have 
enjoyed practising tunnel ball, captain ball, unders and overs, and tug-of-war. These 
have improved our fundamental movement skills and teamwork. Our school had many 
students represent Holgate at the Zone Athletics Carnival and had successful students 
make the Sydney North Athletics Carnival. – Well done Holgate!
Parliament 
Students have led initiatives as a result of Parliament motions, with students leading 
dance groups and Curby recycling initiative under return and earn. Students have 
engaged in surveys with the Rumbalara Environment Centre, and the Green Dream 
Team have planted additional trees to renew and replenish our environment. 
Teaching and Learning
The school has continued to focus on extracurricular opportunities. Our school has 
continued to offer dance groups, choir, chess club, band and debating teaching and 
learning opportunities. Our school has focused on writing (in particular, sentence 
structure) and in numeracy (undertaking teaching sprints in measurement, fractions 
and decimals or additive strategies). We love undertaking these activities. 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL
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Excursions 
Our Stage 2 and 3 are attending camps, with Stage 3 going to Milsons Island and Stage 
2 attending Cockatoo Island. We are looking super forward to going. Year 6 are really 
looking forward to attending Luna Park as our end of primary school event, our Year 6 
Farewell and Market Day. We have achieved our whole school Positive Behaviour for 
Learning reward and look forward to our Inflatable Fun Day and our end-of-year event 
at Avoca Beach Movies. Our school this year has, for the first time in over two years, 
been doing Swim Scheme, with over 60 students attending Years 1–4. 
Murals
The school has had two beautiful murals completed to brighten boring walls. 
We hope you liked our report.

– Thank you, Lucia, Porjsa, Eden and Rubedo
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Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

Residential – Commercial – Industrial

• 24hr Emergency Service 
• New Builds and Renovations 
• Switchboard Upgrades 
• Testing and Tagging  
• Hot Water System Repairs

Phone Keiron Herring
0407 668 689

qcelectrical@bigpond.com

Professional Quality Work Guaranteed
Licensed and Qualified Vehicle 
Repairer
Log Book Servicing
Computerised Diagnostics and Repairs
LPG E-Safety and E-Auvis Inspection 
Station
Pre-Purchase Vehicle and Caravan 
Inspections

We are a family owned and 
operated local MECHANIC

0409 676 563
0416 109 982

10 Erina Valley Rd Erina NSW 2250
jcauto@bigpond.com

www.jcautoerina.com.au

Domestic 
Water 

Delivery

10,000L per load

SMS or Call
 Bron 

0410 057 215
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging 
and Unique Pools with Extraordinary Landscaping

For an Exceptional Backyard – Call Ken on 0408 433 378
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local!

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction”

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au        www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au

Contact VIP Private Chef to design 
your dream dining experience or 

catering for every occasion. Prestige 
food with service to match.

Indulge in the ultimate 
culinary experience, 

when your  
VIP Private Chef  

steps into your home to 
host an unforgettable 

occasion. 

VIP Private Chef is Luxury redefined. 

The new way to celebrate 

Open your doors and let Executive Chef 
Josh MacLucas treat you, your family and 
friends, to an amazing culinary experience 

from the comfort of your own home.

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES – VISIT:  
www.vipprivatechef.com.au  

0416 261 436
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PDB Plumbing 
0416265597 

licence 28177c 
 

	

For prompt,  friendly and professional service cal l  Pat.  	
Services include: 
• Plumbing maintenance and repairs. 
• Drainage. 
• Gas Fitting. 
• Hot water system installation, replacement and maintenance. 
• Pump repairs and replacement. 
• Drain cleaning using high pressure water jetter. 
• CCTV drain camera for inspection of sewer and stormwater pipes. 
• Water tank installation and maintenance.	

Offering an old-fashioned personal service where the person who 
answers the phone actual ly completes the job.  I  l isten to you,  assess 

the problem and explain the most practical  way to repair it .  I  don’t  
try and upsel l  you works you simply do not need. 

• Servicing the Valley and surrounding areas since 1990. 
• 38 Years experience.  
• Licensed and Fully insured. 
• Based on the coast since 1990. 

Pat Brennan 
0416265597 
pdbplumbing@gmail .com 	



32  3233  33

(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation  
and wall mounting

Sound bar and  
home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 
0407 458 929 

Holgate

 Erina Gosford
 312 The Entrance Rd 378 Manns Rd
 Erina West Gosford

 02 4367 4066 02 4321 0990
 MON–FRI 9:00–5:00 MON–FRI 9:00–6:00
 SAT 9:00–2:00 SAT 9:00–5:00
  SUN 10:00–5:00

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
RESIDENTS IN THE MATCHAM VALLEY
We are fully equipped veterinary hospitals 

with vets specialising in Diagnostic 
Ultrasound, Orthopaedic Surgery and 

Exotic Medicine.
MENTION THIS AD TO GET $20 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT
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ERINA HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL

School Concert
Our school vision is ‘together towards excellence’ and our school concert was a 
wonderful representation of this. This showcase was an authentic learning journey for 
teachers, students and parents that took us on an exciting adventure to many countries 
and destinations around the world. The dedication and determination of students was 
impressive, as was their “never give up” attitude and their ability to overcome fears, nerves 
and apprehension to achieve their own personal best. 
Our concert highlighted the special connection we have with our school community.  For 
the past term we have had parents and families in and out of the school gates helping with 
costumes, performances, sharing learning experiences about culture, creating props and 
backdrops, providing food and snacks, and giving their time. Teachers worked tirelessly 
to ensure each performance was a showcase of the authentic learning journey they have 
taken students on, learning about the culture of different countries, and giving students the 
opportunity to shine on stage. 

Kindergarten Orientation
Our Kindergarten Orientation program has started, and we have welcomed our new 
2023 kindergarten students back this term. These visits have seen our new kindergarten 
students get to know some of their peers, meet their buddies, become familiar with our 
school setting, and experience the excitement of big school. We look forward to more visits 
and getting to know students and their families as they embark on the beginning of their 
primary school journey. 

Gifted and Talented Workshops
Twelve students from Year 6 were selected to attend the Central Coast Gifted and Talented 
workshops at Point Wolstoncroft. Students were selected across a range of subject areas 
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including Drama, Visual Arts, English, Creative Maths, Science and Environmental Studies 
and Sports Science. One of our teachers, Anna Bailey was also invited to share her expertise 
at the camp, teaching a 3-hour workshop in English. It was great to hear many positive 
stories upon the students’ return to school. 
Rewards Day
It was great to finish Week 9 with our Rewards Day celebrations. The day was filled with 
excitement with students participating in many fun activities throughout the day. A highlight 
for me was enjoying morning tea with students and hearing about their highlights from 
Term 3, whilst also listening to their food requests for the next Rewards Day Morning Tea.

Kindergarten 100 Days
One hundred days smarter and one hundred days older, this was the theme for our 
Kindergarten students celebrating 100 days of kindergarten. This was such a memorable 
milestone. It was a great time to reflect on how far students have come, how much they 
have learnt and the friends they have made. Students and staff looked amazing in their 
costumes and were the cutest little old people I have seen. 

Adam Crouch new playground visit
It was wonderful to have Adam Crouch visit 
us to see our new playground space. Adam’s 
visit coincided perfectly with lunchtime, so the 
playground was a hive of activity and there were 
many students encouraging him to swing on the 
monkey bars and join in the fun. It was great to 
showcase the transformation of this space and 
for Adam to see that our two Community Building 
Partnership grants had gone to great use and 
provided a beautiful space for students to enjoy.

– Natalie MacDonald,  
Principal, Erina Heights Public School
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Free audit 
of your 
system

Get your system back on track and maintained correctly.

www.absolootseptic.com.au

02 4362 1060

For all things septic  
contact your local  

service agents!

• Quarterly Maintenance 
• Trenches and Irrigation 
• Repairs 
• Installations 

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing
0405 178 197

# Edging
# Acreage

# Long grass
# Slopes

 James Morgan ABN – 26 024 433 845    bigjimslawnmowing@hotmail.com
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BABY SENSORY CLASSES

Baby Sensory Central Coast 
Call 0490 412 928 centralcoast-nsw@babysensory.com

BUILDING & POOL SERVICES

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Contemporary Pools & Spas
Call Ken 0408 433 378

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & Attic Stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

CHEF/HOME COOKING SERVICES

VIP Private Chef – Ultimate Culinary Experience
Bookings/enquiries: Josh MacLucas 0416 261 436

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

Matt Smith Electrical Services
Call 0412 391 438 matt@mses.net.au

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call Keiron 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
4380 8277 www.aspire.physio

Your Family Doctors at Erina 
602 Terrigal Drive, Erina. Call 4365 4999

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Central Telecoms – fast and reliable NBN & Wi-Fi 
Call 1300 677406 www.centraltelecoms.com.au

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Call Joel 0407 458 929

LOCAL PRODUCE

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop, 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

MECHANICAL SERVICES

JC Auto Erina – family operated local mechanic
Call 0409 676 563 or 0416 109 982

PLUMBING SERVICES

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

ASAP Earthworx – Council approved contractor 
Call Cheyne 0408 677 413

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call Ethan Murphy 0402 574 616

R&B Tree Services – Central Coast
Call 0420 629 496

Robbo’s Mobile Mower Repairs
Call Russ Donovan 0427 435 572

Silver Fern Landscapes 
Call Joe 0431 589 318

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Di Jones – Interior Design & Styling
Call Leigh Patrick 0412 579 944

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

VETERINARY SERVICES

PetStock Vet
Call Erina: 4367 4066 or Gosford: 4321 0990

WATER SUPPLIERS

R U EMPTY Water Carriers
SMS or call Bron 0410 057 215

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524

Important Hall Contacts
Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Advertising 369mcm@gmail.com
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www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE RFS BRIGADE

After an unusual year of extremely wet weather and the continuing COVID measures, 
the Brigade was pleased to be able to hold GET READY DAY in person at the Station. 
The day was staffed by old and new members of our Brigade and provided a great 
opportunity to meet our community and to help valley locals with understanding and 
preparing their disaster plans. Measures and steps used to prepare for bushfire are also 
commonsense actions that can be transferred to situations such as flooding – knowing 
the risks, discussing your plans with family and neighbours and knowing when to leave.
The Brigade has welcomed a number of new members over the last 12 months and 
has assisted with a variety of tasks, including flood clean-ups – both locally and further 
afield. You may see us out and about as we continue to train new members and keep 
our skills up to date.
We look forward to meeting more of the community with our annual Santa run. The 
details of this and other community events will be posted on our Brigade Facebook 
page.
Are you planning to do a pile burn in the next few months?
As we are now in the Bushfire Danger period (believe it or not), your proposed pile 
will need to be inspected and a fire permit issued. Contact the RFS district office on 
1300 060 807 to arrange an inspection. 
Also, there are a few more things you need to do before you light up.
•   Make sure your burn pile complies with Central Coast Council ‘Allowable Burning 

Practices’. The link is:  
https://cdn.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/
sites/default/files/Council/Policies/
openpileburningpolicy-2019.pdf

•   Advise your neighbours of your intent to burn 24 
hours before lighting up.

This will reduce the likelihood of our brigade 
members responding to your property due to a 
report of smoke. 
And don’t forget you can always follow us on: 

https://www.facebook.com/matchamholgaterfs

Matcham Holgate RFS @matchamholgaterfs.
instagram.com

Or the Rural Fire Service on: 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.

Geoff, Murat and Richard in action during 
recent Advanced Fire Fighter training at Kariong
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The annual and very much loved ‘Holgate School Quiz Night’ went off with a bang on 
Friday 21st September. 
A great turn out with a record breaking amount of money saved for the kids at Holgate 
school, through the P&C. 
Similar to past years, each of the tables had a dress-up theme, with the Wild West, I 
do I do I do, Onesies, 70’s + the Holgate Hippies, the Mad Hatters, Famous Couples, 
Halloween and Grandads making for a very colourful and rowdy night.
Two new Holgate/Matcham Quizmasters – ‘the Ninja’ and ‘the Yakuza’ – kept the 
questions flowing over seven tricky rounds, with two suspicious ‘elderly ladies’ marking 
the scores and not taking any nonsense from the crowd. Mixed in with all the questions 
were the classics, including toss the coins at the bottle, last person standing and the 
much anticipated paper aeroplane flying competition, where the trophy bounced from 
one Roder to another. Lots of friendly family rivalry going on there.
A big thank-you to all of the 20 sponsors who helped raise the bar again with prizes for 
the best dressed, at least four rounds of raffles and an auction rounding off the night (a 
big thank-you to Stephen Gittoes for doing this). 
Thank you to all of our local sponsors who helped to raise over $7500. And a big shout 
out to all of the local businesses who supported us: 

VIP Chef  Tame Fox  Alkira Preschool
Gittoes  Fires Creek Winery  Andy’s Personal Training
Ott Physio  Bamboo Buddha  Beautiful by Lex
Clip n Climb  Little Creek  Wyong Milk Factory Tavern
Luka Chocolates  Daily Dough Co  Bohemian Traders 
Megger Electrical  Superior Locksmiths  Nimka Pure Collection 
Distillery Botanica  Oakies Tiny House 

You all made it super special!!
Thank you also to all the team from the P&C for the huge effort in putting on this event 
and raising funds for a dream cover over the basketball court.
If anyone would like to help in this great cause, please contact us or come to our P&C 
meetings, which are open to all at the Holgate school between 7pm–9pm on the first 
Monday of the month throughout the school year.

Holgate P&C

HOLGATE SCHOOL QUIZ NIGHT




