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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Matcham-Holgate Hall News is published three times a year – usually in April, July and November – 
and is delivered free to more than 700 properties in the Matcham and Holgate valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes towards the production of the newsletter and for the maintenance and 
upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall.

With COVID-19 restrictions easing we have been able to open our doors to hall hirers 
again. Whilst the hall has been dormant, we have been working on giving the building a 
facelift with help from a colour consultant and doing some small repairs etc. Hopefully 
works can commence shortly.
The sad news of the passing of our great friend and committee member Ron Cremen 
has hit our valley community hard. Thanks to Bill Robinson for his tribute to Ron in this 
edition.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year.

– Ken Gray

Vale Ron Cremen

It is with great sadness that I mention the passing of long-term Matcham local Ron 
Cremen in September. Ron was a true gentleman who was always willing to lend a 
hand within the community and who spent much time as a Matcham Hall Committee 
member, not only helping on the committee, but also volunteering his time at 
functions and in the restoration of the Hall. Ron was also a noted sportsman having 
played A Grade Soccer as a young man, A Grade Golf as an adult and as a keen Hash 
House Harrier. But it was Ron’s great passion of Rally Car Racing where he shined the 
most. From Ron’s late teens he competed in local rally events, eventually going on 
to be State Champion, South East Asia Champion and finally Middle East Champion. 
As a competitor this sport was to take Ron all over the world, then after he stopped 
competing he moved on to managing top teams in the WRC World Rally Championship 
for Ford and Citroen under the Team Abu Dhabi banner. Ron was a tremendous driver 
and manager who was noted for giving back to the rally community by encouraging 
others and developing junior drivers to become the racers of tomorrow. There are 
many of us that Ron touched with his generosity and he will be sadly missed. Our 
thoughts go out to Ron’s lovely wife Allison and to Ron’s family.

– Bill Robinson
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

Upcoming events in the Valley
Matcham-Holgate Produce Share
Second Sunday of every month from 10–11 am at Fires Creek Winery.
Come along to this community event to share your surplus produce, time, knowledge 
and skills, and promote a strong, resilient, healthy community.
No worries if you don’t have any produce to share – just make a donation to a local 
organisation that will be onsite. Admission is $5 per person or $10 per family (or 
whatever you can afford)

With such a disruptive year, it has been wonderful that our local contributors have 
helped maintain our Hall News publication. Along with our regulars, we welcome Erina 
Heights PS to our team. Our feature article about Artisans in a Matcham Garden looks 
at a variety of Coast artists and provides a background to this amazing annual event 
hosted by the equally amazing host, Judy Donoghue.
Our team of distributors ensure delivery is made to over 720 Matcham and Holgate 
residents, promptly and without fuss. Thanks.
Thanks to our 29 advertising sponsors who have paid for the publishing of this 
newsletter and provide ongoing funds for the Hall’s maintenance.
Thanks also to Kwik Kopy for their ongoing support throughout 2021.
Thanks as well to our Hall Committee for quietly keeping our iconic Matcham Hall 
functioning and available for our community and others. A special call-out to Ingrid 
who has recently celebrated in style, a special birthday.
The Hall Committee and editors would like to pass on our thoughts to the following 
families for their recent losses. 
Tom Wardlaw – a gentle and loving family man who will be greatly missed by all who 
knew him.
Graham Patterson – born and raised on the family farm in Holgate, Graham was known 
to enjoy his cricket with Matcham, his motorbikes and enjoyed a drink or two at the 
old Erina Heights Hotel.
Our Treasurer will be forwarding invoices to our advertisers for the 2022 publications.
Rob and I are also seeking anyone who would like to join the editorial team to provide a 
different perspective on our Hall News. Please contact us at: editor@matchamhall.org
I would also like to recognise the amazing skill, dedication and time that Rob provides 
to ensure this publication meets his high standards.
Finally, Merry Christmas to all. Hope to see you at our ANZAC Service next year at the 
Hall.

– Mike
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THE MATCHAM BUZZ

Max Rae is a local commercial beekeeper and co-founder of Bee-U-tiful Honey, a producer 
and supplier of quality raw honey. He currently manages 100+ hives around Matcham 
and the Central Coast, and has been successful in winning the Sydney Royal National 

Honey Competition with honey and pollen many times.

Honeybee Swarms
Swarming is part of the natural 
reproductive life cycle of the honeybee. 
A bee colony reproduces by splitting 
into two or sometimes more. Swarming 
usually occurs from Spring to early 
Summer when there is an abundance of 
food (nectar and pollen) for the bees, i.e. 
between September and December, but 
in saying this, it can also happen through 
Summer here in the valley.
Swarms usually emerge from their 
colonies on warm sunny days. Prior to the 
swarming event, the colony has started 
to raise several successor queens. Before 
the new queens emerge from their cells, 
the bees need to get the old queen flight 
ready. They do this by chasing the old 

queen around the hive to reduce her 
body weight. This is one of the few times 
that the queen will leave the hive. The 
bees then gorge themselves on honey to 
take with them to sustain them in their 
quest for a new home. There is a one-
week window of opportunity for selecting 
a warm and sunny day for swarming. 
When this window closes the swarm has 
to leave regardless of the weather. Even 
hail and cold winds won’t stop the bees 
from swarming.
The swarm flight all begins with 
thousands of bees emerging from their 
hive and taking to the air, buzzing around 
and above the hive. Around ten minutes 
or so this buzzing cloud slowly drifts away 
for the hive anywhere from a few metres 
or a few hundred metres, just to gather 
again in a swarm cluster, often hanging 
from a shrub or tree branch, all clinging 
to each other.
The noise of the bees in the air can 
sometimes sound like a small aeroplane 
overhead.
What to do when a swarm of bees 
arrives on your property
When a swarm of bees arrives on your 
property there is no need to panic!
Despite the thousands of bees buzzing 
around, they are not on the attack.
Consider yourself as fortunate being able 
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to witness one of nature’s wonderful 
performances. The bees are enjoying 
their time outside, full of honey and 
excitement. They are principally 
concentrating on finding a new home as 
quickly as possible. As a worker bee only 
lives around 6 weeks or shorter, they need 
to find a new home before their numbers 
dwindle, making it impossible to sustain a 
strong colony to raise the new brood.
When you see a swarm of honeybees 
settling on your property:
Keep children and pets inside the house 
until the flying bees have clustered onto 
a bush or another object. Usually only a 
few metres from the ground.
After the swarm has clustered and most of 
the bees have stopped flying, it is usually 
safe to approach them. 
Now’s the time to contact a 
local beekeeper as there are 
quite a few in the valley.
You do not want the bees to 
take up residence inside your 
house through an opening 
under the eaves or next to a 
window.
As a precaution keep children 
and animals away from the 
swarm. 

Do not attempt to move the 
swarm on by hosing, throwing 
stones at it, or smoking the 
bees. 
Do not spray the swarm 
with fly spray or any other 
pesticide, as any interference 
with the swarm will only 
aggravate the bees and 
encourage them to sting in 
defence. Interfering with the 
swarm will also make it more 
difficult for the beekeeper to 

remove the bees safely.
The beekeeper may ask for some clarifying 
information such as:
•  Size of the swarm.
•   Do you know how long they have they 

been in this position?
•  Can you send a few pictures?
•  How high is the swarm off the ground? 
Please try to be reasonably accurate 
with this. I have set off to collect swarms 
where I have been assured they are only 
2 m from the ground; however, when I 
arrived, my 4 m ladder could not reach 
them! Time for plan B, a bucket on a stick!
The beekeeper will be able to gently 
collect the swarm by simply brushing or 
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(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation  
and wall mounting

Sound bar and  
home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 
0407 458 929 

Holgate

 Erina Gosford
 312 The Entrance Rd 378 Manns Rd
 Erina West Gosford

 02 4367 4066 02 4321 0990
 MON–FRI 9:00–5:00 MON–FRI 9:00–6:00
 SAT 9:00–2:00 SAT 9:00–5:00
  SUN 10:00–5:00

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
RESIDENTS IN THE MATCHAM VALLEY
We are fully equipped veterinary hospitals 

with vets specialising in Diagnostic 
Ultrasound, Orthopaedic Surgery and 

Exotic Medicine.
MENTION THIS AD TO GET $20 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT
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shaking them into a box. The beekeeper 
may leave the bees in the box until dark 
before relocating them, as this allows any 
scout bees to return to the swarm. 
I do swarm removal as a community 
service free of charge.
Unfortunately, if the bees have accessed 
a crevice in an external 
wall of your home or 
shed, this has now 
become a completely 
different scenario for 
you and the beekeeper 
as it can be very 
problematic. The colony 
will eventually need to 
be removed and this can 
be a costly venture if 
the bees have been able 
to establish a colony 
within walls or ceilings 
after being left too long. 
All of the colony needs 
to be removed from 

the cavity, so expedient contact to the 
beekeeper is important to minimise any 
disturbance to your home.
In saying this, a new swarm can be 
successfully completed by an experienced 
beekeeper. We start by gaining access to 
the colony then gently removing all of the 
wax combs, brood bees and honey. We 
can use a specially modified vacuum to 
gently collect all of the bees.
If the bees have been left too long in 
a cavity or wall and it cannot be easily 
relocated, they can be exterminated 
with pesticide; however, the remaining 
wax combs, brood and honey will spoil, 
attracting pests and rodents, and this can 
cause a bigger problem than having the 
bees.
Swarm collectors in your area can be 
found at: https://www.beekeepers.asn.
au/swarms

Max Rae
Bee-U-tiful Honey Matcham

BeeCapableTraining 
0424 168 590
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Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

Residential – Commercial – Industrial

• 24hr Emergency Service 
• New Builds and Renovations 
• Switchboard Upgrades 
• Testing and Tagging  
• Hot Water System Repairs

Phone Keiron Herring
0407 668 689

qcelectrical@bigpond.com

Domestic 
Water 

Delivery

10,000L per load

SMS or Call
 Bron 

0410 057 215

foodworx coaching

Are you looking for healthy home-cooked  
meals you don’t have to cook yourself?

• Whole-food Plant-based Meal Boxes
• Nourishing Soups, Salads, Curries, Dal 
• Low fat & mostly Gluten-free
• Cooked from scratch from local produce
• Sugar free, guilt free Birthday Cakes

For the Weekly Menu, check my website
foodworxcoaching.com.au

Or call Franziska for details

0426 227 515
Franziska Prosser nutrition coaching/

chef cooking classes
Our Cooking classes will start again, as soon as 

Covid-19 guidelines allow us to do so! 
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Excellent Results

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127 
59 Carlton Road, Holgate NSW 2250

lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au  |  www.lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licenced real estate agent & auctioneer

4 Low Commission
4 Minimum Advertising Cost
4 Proven Successful Sales

I Will Save You Thousands of Dollars!

“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”
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VICKI’S COUNTRY KITCHEN

Christmas picnic
What can I say but yippee we are mostly 
out of lockdown and can finally get 
together with family and friends (well 
at least in NSW). This comes as perfect 
timing as we lead into the Christmas 
period, which is a time of the year when 
we love to surround ourselves with our 
loved ones and friends we hold dear. In 
this final edition of the Hall News for 2021 
I thought I would write about the perfect 
easy Christmas picnic to share delicious 
food with friends and family. 
Now I did mention “easy” as this is such 
a busy time of year so it will be a mix of 
items that can be either made ahead, 
bought or a mix of both.
What constitutes a delicious picnic
1.  A great venue and we have so many 

on the Coast from our many beautiful 
parks along our waterways and 
estuaries, to bush picnic spots (some 
of my favourites are Crackneck lookout 
Foresters Beach, The Haven Terrigal, 
Hardy’s Bay waterfront, The Entrance 
waterfront parks, Katandra, Rumbalara, 
Somersby Falls). We are so lucky on the 
Central Coast to be able to choose from 
such a great variety of spots that often 
aren’t heavily populated.

2.  Great people that you love to spend 
time with.

3.  Toys to play with – be it swimmers, 
surfboards, kayaks, balls to kick around, 
hiking kit, cameras or even just a good 
book.

4.  Then of course great food and drink to 
share.

Now to move onto one of the most 
important elements of the perfect picnic 
we need to discuss – FOOD!
Being that we are in Australia and this time 
of year can be hot with fire restrictions, 
we want our picnic to be cold with no 
cooking required at the picnic spot.
For starters: sourdough bread, crackers, 
celery and carrot sticks alongside your 
favourite cheeses and dips. The breads 
I like best are semi-dried tomato and 
rosemary focaccia, olive and fetta, or fig 
and blue cheese sourdough alongside 
Havarti cheese, Ash brie, goat cheese, 
Danish fetta – and to complement the 
above even further semi-dried tomatoes, 
fig/quince paste, avocado and hummus 
dip.
Now we move on to the main fare with 
delicious foods that can be made ahead 
of time and eaten cold. In this group I 
like to have a salad or two. Some of my 
favourites are a Mediterranean-style 
salad with a mix of greens, tomato, 
cucumber, carrot, capsicum, red onion, 
olives and fetta sprinkled over the top, a 
Caesar salad, or an Asian-style cabbage 
salad.
Pastries are an awesome addition here 
and I like to make a super easy quiche. Line 
a dish with puff pastry, then in another 
bowl add 1 carton of sour cream, 6 eggs, 
a handful of bacon/ham, chopped onion, 
a handful of tasty cheese plus or minus 
mushrooms, asparagus, and a sprinkle of 
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pepper. Pour this into the pastry, sprinkle 
a little paprika on top and bake at 180�C 
for about 45 mins until browned and 
cooked through.
Another pastry that I like to do is a flat 
goat cheese and roasted vegetable tart. 
Take a mix of goat cheese, ricotta and 
Philadelphia cheese, add a little mustard 
in and spread this all over your flat pastry. 
Top with your favourite vegetables, such 
as thinly sliced potato, sweet potato, 
beetroot, eggplant, mushroom, zucchini, 
onion, tomato etc then drizzle a little 
balsamic caramelised onion, fetta and 
parmesan cheese over the top. Bake at 
180�C until browned and crisp. Yum!
Another super easy cold addition is 
pre-made sourdough pizza bases with 
whatever your favourite topping is. I 
like a mango chutney base with chicken, 
capsicum, cheese, caramelised onion and 

baby spinach leaves or even a simple ham 
and pineapple topping.
I also like to add some meat in the form 
of chicken wings or drumsticks cooked in 
a honey soy and garlic mix or in a lemon 
butter mix. Delicious cold or hot.
For our finale we go to desserts and what 
could be better than a pre-made crème 
brûlée with burnt toffee, fresh fruit 
salad, lemon butter tarts with meringue 
topping, peanut brittle, shortbread and 
white christmas slice!
To wash it all down your favourite 
beverage!
Don’t forget your picnic blanket, cutlery, 
plates and sunscreen.
Have an awesome Christmas and best 
wishes for the New Year. z

– Regards, Vicki and Peter from the 
Thank God It’s Friday Stall! 
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Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Hall Newsletter 
Advertising Rates 2021 

 (Note: these are annual rates 
for ALL 3 editions)

Full page $375
Half page $300

Third page $225
Quarter page $150

NOTE: Our Community Hall is once again available for hiring  
now that COVID restrictions have been eased.  

For all enquiries contact: bookings@matchamhall.org

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing
0405 178 197

# Edging
# Acreage

# Long grass
# Slopes

 James Morgan ABN – 26 024 433 845    bigjimslawnmowing@hotmail.com
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“On Time, Every Time.”

“Noisy pipes?  
Toilets slow to drain?

Leaking taps?”

0420 100 074
24 Hour Emergency Service

“Outstanding service  with integrity  
is our promise to you.”

 

ü
ü

ü

ü

24 hour emergency service for any plumbing situation.
We have the spare parts to repair your problem 
and get you up and running ASAP.
You need a reliable plumber that can fix 
the problem quickly and effectively.
Exceptional service to home and businesses 
on the Central Coast at an affordable price.

All Plumbing Work, Fully Guaranteed,  
FAST Service with NO-Mess!

fluidplumbingservices.com.au

DAVID MIKKELSEN

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

We’re Focused On You
We’ll help you get the 

solutions you need.

On-Time
We know your time is important 

and we’ll make the most of it  
24 hours a day.

Friendly & Courteous
After all, you deserve to be helped 

by a tradesman with manners.

Fully Stocked Vehicles
While competitors may waste time 

going to wholesalers,  
we have it inside our vehicles.

Small Local Business 
Family owned and run business that  

understands the value of each customer.

100% Satisfaction  
Guaranteed 

We’ll make it right.

FPL115 • COPP THIS GRAPHICS • 0431 456 186
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A Permaculture Christmas
Many people associate permaculture 
with gardening, but it is actually a design 
model for living in a more sustainable 
way. 
For this edition of the Hall News I 
thought I would cover the application of 
permaculture to our annual Christmas 
celebrations. How might we apply the 
core ethics of earth care, people care and 
fair share to the holiday season? Here’s 
how we do it.
When the youngest member of our 
extended family outgrew “Santa” we 
decided to stop giving each other 
presents and to focus on the real meaning 
of Christmas. Instead of gift-giving, we 
calculate what we would have spent on 
presents and donate half of that amount 
to a local charity (usually Coast Shelter 
or Wildlife ARC). Christmas costs us all 
half as much and we avoid the stress of 
finding suitable gifts, along with a scary 
January credit card statement. That’s a 
whole lot of people care.
By not giving presents we are reducing 
our ecological footprint. The “fair share” 
aspect of the day is about recognising 
that we are fortunate enough to be able 
to help others, whether that’s helping 
humans, other animals, or the people 
that care for them. 
Even when the kids were little, we cast 
“Santa” as a kind of glorified postie; 
parents buy presents and Santa delivers 
them. We hoped to avoid the envy that 
children feel when they see others 
receiving bigger and better gifts, and to 

lessen the blow of discovering that the 
whole story was made up. Best of all, we 
didn’t create an expectation that “Santa” 
would bring anything children asked 
for and when children’s requests were 
unreasonable we could explain that we 
couldn’t afford it.
I know our way of celebrating Christmas 
isn’t for everyone. Permaculture teaches 
us to value diversity and we know that 
one size never fits all. For those who still 
love the gift giving, here are a few ideas 
for making Christmas a little kinder on the 
planet, your family and yourself. 
1.  Find out what people really want, 

including non-material things
There are few things more wasteful than 
an unwanted gift. Many people would 
prefer to have a home-cooked meal, a 
foot massage, some help in the garden 
or a promise to wash their car. Taking 
time to find out what people really 
want often results in gifts with little or 
no environmental footprint, and people 
will appreciate receiving something they 
actually want. 
2. Give memories
Think about how you can make a really 
special memory instead of giving a thing. 
A picnic on the beach, a ride on a steam 
train, a night camping under the stars or 
tickets to see a great show will all provide 
much more joy than an unwanted gift 
stored in the bottom of the cupboard. 
Think about doing a class or a workshop 
together, or getting season tickets to 
watch your favourite sporting team. We 
do this for birthdays too.

MEG'S PERMACULTURE
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3. Make something
Not practical for super busy people, 
but if you have the time and the skill, 
home-made gifts are the way to go. You 
can ramp up your “earth care” factor 
by using repurposed materials, or by 
making something that will replace an 
environmentally damaging alternative. 
My favourite gift in this category are 
home-made beeswax wraps, using 
the method taught to me by local 
permaculture legend, Kerrie Anderson, at 
one of her awesome workshops.
4. Buy local
Goods made locally usually have a much 
smaller impact on the planet than those 
that have been imported, and the money 
you spend goes back into your local 
community. Remember to consider all 
of the great local food producers. Most 
people are very happy to receive beautiful 
food as a gift. Just check for allergies and 
dietary preferences first.
5. Avoid plastics
We now know that most plastics never 
break down. While natural materials 
eventually cycle back 
into the natural world, 
plastics just become 
smaller and smaller 
pieces of plastic 
that persist in our 
environment indefinitely. 
6. Buy quality
Nothing says “I shopped 
at the last minute and 
didn’t put much effort 
in” more than a cheap, 
low quality item that 
will be landfill before 
next Christmas. Shop for 
quality over quantity. 

This is particularly important when buying 
for children. The push to provide them 
with a mountain of stuff on Christmas 
morning has become overwhelming for 
some families. 
7. Buy second-hand
This one can be risky because some 
people will never be okay with a second-
hand gift. I don’t know why. Everything 
is second-hand the day after you use 
it. If you know that family members 
appreciate treasured finds then this can 
be a great way to keep something out of 
landfill. Re-gifting is also fine in my book, 
but apply the re-gifting test: if you saw 
this in a shop, would you buy it for them? 
And make sure the person receiving it 
isn’t the original gifter – very awkward!
8. Celebrate Boxing Day
The origins of the tradition are murky, 
but I like the version where Boxing Day 
was an opportunity to share surplus 
with others. Use it to sort out things that 
are in good condition that can be given 
away to others, or sold to earn a bit of 
extra cash. It’s a great opportunity to 
encourage children to sort through toys 

and clothing and to pass 
on what they no longer 
use. If your boxing day is 
traditionally a bit dusty 
after all the Christmas 
cheer, don’t worry. Any 
day of the year can be a 
boxing day.
And, finally, try to stay 
connected to what 
Christmas really means 
to you and the people 
you love. For most 
people, the best things 
in life aren’t things. z
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS

> ROCK WALLS
> GENERAL EARTHWORKS
> MULCHING (RECLAIMING VEGETATION)
RMS & LOCAL COUNCIL APPROVED CONTRACTOR

0408 677 413
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Returning to School after Lockdown – 
Welcoming all students back
Our first week back after 16 weeks 
away from school was a week of 
positivity, excitement and celebration. 
It was wonderful to welcome all of our 
students back, to see their big smiles 
and to witness their excitement to see 
friends and teachers after such a long 
time. It was such a great feeling to visit 
classrooms and to hear the laughter and 
chatter in the playground. It felt like our 
school came back to life with all students 
returning and we couldn’t be happier. It 
has also been great to see parents again 
at morning drop off and afternoon pick 
up. During these times of uncertainty, we 
experienced so many acts of kindness, 
generosity and gratitude from our whole 
school community. It was these small 
gestures that showcase what a wonderful 
and connected community we have at 
Erina Heights. 
World Teachers’ Day
Earlier this term we celebrated World 
Teachers’ Day to recognise and thank all 
of our wonderful teaching staff. On a daily 
basis I am inspired by the dedication, the 
passion and the heart that teachers at 
Erina Heights show in their teaching and 
learning, and also in the relationships 
they build with students and their 
families. These qualities were highlighted 
throughout the duration of Learning 
from Home where teachers stepped 
outside their comfort zone, learnt new 
things and adapted to a rapidly changing 
climate, they did this without hesitation, 

because they knew it was best for their 
students. Our staff remained positive and 
optimistic, kept a smile on their faces, 
and turned up in Zoom meetings every 
day with something great planned for 
students. 
As I visited classrooms on World Teachers’ 
Day, students were very quick to tell me 
all of the great things they love about 
their teacher and the different things 
their teachers do that make them feel 
valued and cared for. I feel very grateful to 
work with such a strong, passionate and 
committed team of staff. 
Kindergarten Orientation – Welcoming 
our 2022 Kindergarten students and 
families
We are excited to welcome our 
Kindergarten students for 2022. We 
recently held two parent Zoom meetings 
where parents came together to learn a 
little bit more about Erina Heights and 
our orientation processes working under 
current COVID restrictions. 
Over the past several weeks, our 2022 
Kindergarten students have joined small 
group Zoom meetings where they have 
met teachers, connected with their peers 
and completed some fun activities in 
preparation for Kindergarten. They have 
enjoyed a virtual tour of the school and 
classrooms, and met some of our local 
wildlife – our resident water dragons 
and the new 10 baby ducklings who have 
made Erina Heights home. 

– Natalie MacDonald,  
Principal, Erina Heights Public School

ERINA HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL
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After its cancellation last year due to COVID-19 restrictions, Artisans in a Matcham 
Garden made a welcome return to a resounding success this year. Held on November 
13–14 en plein air amongst the gardens and gallery exhibition spaces of Judy (Judita) 
Donoghue’s amazing property on Oak Road, the event featured two days of art and 
demonstrations. Over the weekend, 35 artists presented their works and more than 
400 people walked through the gardens and galleries. Visitors were treated to live 

printing, pottery throwing, painting, felting and woodturning demonstrations.

All profits from the event were donated to the Cure Brain Cancer Foundation in 
dedication to Judy’s husband, Michael, who in 2015 was diagnosed with brain cancer, 

which took his life within two short years. In Michael’s 
memory, Judy continues to build a space in her exquisite 
home and gardens for creative sharing and to support 

medical research and the arts. 

Judy is ably assisted in this great cause by her daughters 
Gabi and Bec, who coordinate the event and website design, 
as well as looking after social media communications. Judy’s 

co-director of the event, Denise Allen, also doubles as the 
artist liaison contact.

Take a virtual tour of this year’s event by following this link: 
https://www.artisansinamatchamgarden.com/virtual-tour

(Event photos courtesy of Chris Allen, Judy Donoghue & Mike Murphy)

SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: JUDY DONOGHUE 
ARTISANS IN A MATCHAM GARDEN

Judy (at right) with her daughters 
Gabi and Bec
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How did the concept for Artisans in a 
Matcham Garden come about?
Michael had a passion for classic 
motorcycles and built himself a “shed” to 
work on them when he retired. We used 
to joke that his shed was more of a display 
room than a shed and if he died I could 
turn it into an art gallery! As the saying 
goes: Be careful what you say! Tragically, 
just as he retired Michael was diagnosed 
with a brain tumour. He sold most of his 
bikes and the shed became an empty 
space that I didn’t know what to do with.

It was through some conversations with 
Denise Allen that the idea of having an art 
show was born. With some nudging from 
her and others we decided that we should 
use this legacy that Michael had left us to 
do some good. Not only would we have 
an art show, but we could raise funds 
for the Cure Brain Cancer Foundation 
so that maybe one day there would be 
more hope for those diagnosed with this 
devastating condition.

We staged our first event in 2019 and 
raised over $4,000 for the Foundation. 
That first year we flew by the seat of our 
pants as we really had no idea of how to 
do what we were about to undertake. We 
received so much help 
and support from friends, 
family, neighbours and 
even strangers who had 
heard about what we 
were doing. They were 
the reason why we were 
successful.

In 2020, the event was 
cancelled due to COVID 
and all the uncertainty 
and restrictions that 
came with it.

This year we were not certain the show 
would go ahead, but luck was with us 
and the event was an incredible success! 
We raised over $10,000 to donate to the 
Foundation! This could not have been 
achieved without the great support from 
the Matcham-Holgate community turning 
up … Thank you so much! 
Also, thanks to the contributing artists 
for their exceptional work, Ken McLaurin 
for his tireless work in the garden and 
countless hours of work put in by friends 
and family to organise this event.
What are your ongoing plans for the 
event?
We think we will keep going with the 
current format to raise funds for this 
worthy cause. It also makes me keep on 
top of the maintenance of the property! 
Through this event I have met a lot of 
incredible artists and have been able to 
tap into their networks. I do some metal 
sculpture work and bronze casting as a 
hobby, but have never been involved in 
exhibitions or the professional side of 
art. Denise is a member of the Central 
Coast Potters Society and is involved in 
exhibitions. It was her knowledge that 
was the keystone in getting this exhibition 

going. Denise, through 
her years with the Potters 
Society and other groups, 
knows a lot of artists and 
it is through her that we 
have been able to get 
in contact with a lot of 
our contributing artists. 
Without her knowledge, 
support and guidance 
this event would never 
have occurred.
We have also found that 
the exhibiting artists are 
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putting us in contact with other artists 
that they know and whom they feel 
would like to be part of this event. So we 
have quite a few to contact before next 
year’s event!
I have thought that we could use the 
Gallery space to run workshops by 
various artists throughout the year. This 
could provide a place for artists to meet, 
create and interact with people who have 
a thirst for learning artistic skills.
I think it would be nice to have something 
for children to participate in at the event. 
We spoke to some parents who came with 
their children – the event is not aimed at 
children – and we wanted to know what 
we could do to make it less boring for 
them and therefore more enjoyable for 
families. We are throwing around a few 
ideas about this for the next show. If 
anyone in the community has any ideas, 
we would love to hear from them. 
Earlier you mentioned working with 
metal and bronze casting. What has 
been your own personal journey in art?
I have my own big workshop with welders 
and various equipment that some artists 
don’t have, and I am more than happy to 
share these facilities with creative people.
My own artistic journey began after I 
turned 50, when I did a welding course 
at Gosford TAFE, followed by a welding 
for art course at Brookvale TAFE. And 
then I found the inspiring courses at 
the National Art School in Darlinghurst, 

where they have an incredible array of 
workshops. 
I have always loved sculpture and my 
parents were great art lovers who imbued 
me with the same passion. I guess that I 
grew up with all that appreciation of art in 
the background. 
In particular, Robert Klippel’s artwork 
at the NSW Art Gallery was a strong 
motivating factor in taking up art and 
doing a course. He does assemblage-
type sculptures using bolts and nails and 
bits of stuff just put together to create 
something completely different. I love 
the fact that you can take something that 
is so ordinary and turn it into something 
extraordinary.
My father was a constant inventor. For 
example, if he had a problem with moving 
something he would go up to his shed and 
tinker away for hours and come up with 
some contraption that would do the job. 
So perhaps being practical is in my family 
genes – that ability to build something 
from various bits and pieces. Sculpture 
often entails transforming found objects 
– being able to look at a piece of metal 
by the side of the road and actually see a 
sculpture in your head.

One of Judy’s artworks titled Musical Notes

Local artist Karen Roder poses with her exquisite 
lyrebird painting



24  2425  25

The diversity and creativity of the artists 
on show at Artisans in a Matcham 
Garden was quite exceptional. What is 
your selection process for the event?
The level of creativity among artists on 
the Central Coast is often under-realised. 
Leisha Craig is a fantastic Central Coast 
sculptor with many recognised public 
works such as the “Brothers in Arms” 
statue in the War Memorial at Terrigal 
Beach. Sculptors don’t have many venues 
where they can display their work and will 
travel long distances to show their art, 
often involving some very large pieces. 
Some of the sculptors who exhibited at 
Artisans in a Matcham Garden came from 
as far away as Yass and Canberra. It’s 
much easier to stage a painting show or a 
ceramics show.
In terms of the diversity of exhibited 
works at our show, this was a deliberate 
decision we made from the start to 
display not just one form of art, but to 
show as many varied art disciplines as 
we could, from small pieces to large, 
with live demonstrations of diverse art 
forms. We want to expose our visitors to 
as many art forms as we can in a single 
space, something that is not usually seen. 
Art is not just paintings in a gallery. Artists 

use so many different 
mediums to create their 
work and we hope that 
seeing this will educate 
and inspire our guests.
Come to our exhibition 
and we will show you a 
large range of artworks 
in prices ranging from 
$50 to $5,000. We hope 
there is something that 
will be affordable and 
appeal to each person 

that attends. Also remember, it is all for a 
very worthy cause!
We have incredible painters at our art 
show. We have incredible ceramicists. 
The live demonstrations allow the public 
to engage with the artisans as they 
are working on a piece and discuss art 
techniques and process. 
Gail Laczkowski did the most amazing 
felt work in front of a live audience. 

Denise Allen displaying her skill on the pottery wheel

Rasma Kradzins at her pottery workshop
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David Arnall displayed his extraordinary 
woodturning skills. Susan Severino 
painted wildflowers in the garden and 
Karen Bloomfield painted a cockatoo in 
the gallery. Rasma Kradzins conducted 
a pottery workshop, while Denise Allen 
demonstrated her skill with clay on the 
pottery wheel. Over the weekend, there 
was something for everybody’s tastes and 
interests.
Another layer to our workshops and 
getting to know the artisans is that people 
can appreciate just how difficult it is to 
create art and how much time it takes 
to execute a work. And that’s why an 
original artwork costs so much more than 
a cheap, mass-produced item from China. 
A good example of this is the large whale 
artwork by Meg Woodhead. She has 
used 100-year-old wire from Scone for 
that piece. Meg goes out and sources 
rusted fencing wire from farms to make 
her sculptures because of its lovely 

weathered patina and aged look. People 
might think that you could just go down 
to Bunnings to buy the wire you need, but 
it wouldn’t be the same. 
And that’s the amazing thing, that you can 
take something that could be considered 
as disposable rubbish, and an artist can 
turn it into something amazing. I like 
the fact that we can take something that 
might be absolute trash, of no use and 
ready for the tip, and recycle it and turn it 
into something that people want to hang 
on their walls. 
That’s what Robert Klippel does. His work 
is just amazing and I’d love to go to his 
gallery, somewhere down in Victoria I 
think. [Ed: We believe his major collection 
is housed in the TarraWarra Museum of 
Art at Healesville, Victoria]
Future Artisans in a Matcham Garden 
events will be held on the second 
weekend in November each year, and we 
hope to encourage as many local artists 
to participate as we can.
We encourage Valley locals to come to 
our art show not only to support a great 
cause, but also to spend time meeting up 
with friends and neighbours, and building 
a strong and caring community. z

Meg Woodhead’s amazing whale sculpture

Gail Laczkowski explaining the felting process
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WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524

 

 

 

 

Professional services include: 
Tree Removal 
Tree Pruning 

Block Clearing 
Stump Grinding 

 
Phone 0420 629 496 for a no obligation free quote 

www.randbtreeservices.com.au 
Fully Insured 

ABN: 25 618 761 945 

Professional services include:
Tree Removal
Tree Pruning

Block Clearing
Stump Grinding

Phone 0420 629 496 for a 
no obligation free quote

www.randbtreeservices.com.au
Fully insured

ABN: 15642734487

  

•  Landscape construction.
•  Central Coast friendly.
•  Fully insured and qualified. 

Based in Matcham, Silver Fern 
Landscapes specialises in structural 
landscaping and pool renovations, 
pool paving, timber/stone retaining 
walls, decks, laying turf, garden 
renovations and garden maintenance.

Ph: 0431 589 318
silverfernscapes@gmail.com

Silver Fern  
Landscapes
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging 
and Unique Pools with Extraordinary Landscaping

For an Exceptional Backyard – Call Ken on 0408 433 378
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local!

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction”

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au        www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au

Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs
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Contact VIP Private Chef to design 
your dream dining experience or 

catering for every occasion. Prestige 
food with service to match.

Indulge in the ultimate 
culinary experience, 

when your  
VIP Private Chef  

steps into your home to 
host an unforgettable 

occasion. 

VIP Private Chef is Luxury redefined. 

The new way to celebrate 

Open your doors and let Executive Chef 
Josh MacLucas treat you, your family and 
friends, to an amazing culinary experience 

from the comfort of your own home.

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES – VISIT:  
www.vipprivatechef.com.au  

0416 261 436

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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Holgate Public School News – 
Year 6 School Leaders
Holgate has shown resilience and has 
adapted to the many COVID challenges 
throughout the year. Online learning was 
tough but as a community we got through 
it. Coming back to school was exciting but 
also difficult because it was a change to 
the routine we had experienced for over 
14 weeks! Now we are back in the swing 
of things and being with our friends at 
school and having our teachers teach us 
face to face is great.  
Since returning we have been busy so 
we can finish the year on a high. We 
welcomed our Kindergarten students 
for 2022. It was nice that they could 
come and see Holgate before they start 
next year. All students are participating 
in an End of Year Fun Day with Motiv8 
sports followed by a Super Gally rewards 
afternoon. Students are excited to spend 
their school gallies and be rewarded for 

their hard work. As a year group, Year 
6, are busy finalising a mini fete to raise 
funds to support Holgate Public School. 
This will happen on Friday 10 December. 
We are really looking forward to 
celebrating our Year 6 farewell in the last 
week of school. Thank you to the Year 5 
parents for organising this night for us. 
Our 2022 School Captains and House 
Captains have been busy presenting their 
speeches and they will be announced on 
Presentation Day. We know they will do 
an excellent job and enjoy the roles. It has 
been an honour to be the leaders of the 
school for 2021 and while we are excited 
to start High School we have enjoyed our 
time at Holgate Public School. 
Wishing everyone in our community a 
safe holiday and wonderful Christmas. 
Year 6 School leaders 2021 – Archie, Ava, 
Seth and Grace. z

– Rebecca Rodwell, Assistant Principal 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde/Trawalla Roads Mindy Carr
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Front row L-R: 2022 Captains Eden and Lucia, Vice-Captains Rubedo and Porsja
Back row L-R: 2021 Captains Archie and Ava, Vice-Captains Seth and Grace
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Now doing 
septic pump 

outs!

Get your system back on track and maintained correctly.

www.absolootseptic.com.au

02 4362 1060

For all things septic  
contact your local  

service agents!

• Quarterly Maintenance 
• Trenches and Irrigation 
• Repairs 
• Installations 
• Pump Outs 

Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: matt@mses.net.au
ACN: 112 261 631

Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Bush Fire Prep this Summer?

1.  Protect your Property – Removing trees over 
or near your home reduces leaf build up in gutters and 
downpipes, also reducing fuel on the ground.

2.  Tree Safety – Selective pruning and/or tree 
removal can eliminate the danger of FIRE & STORM 
DAMAGE, preventing dropping limbs and branches onto 
you and your property.

3.  Tree Health – Regular tree appraisals can help 
preserve your green spaces.

4.  Proudly servicing the Central Coast.

Summer Specials
**** DECEMBER – FEBRUARY ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call Ethan Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced qualified arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

Habitattreeworks.com.au
* Optional
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

We are open to talking with you about our strategies for the 
current market conditions.  

Call either of us for a confidential chat. 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
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Nothing in the Public Hearings justified 
the removal of democracy
The public part of the Central Coast Council 
Public Inquiry is now over. While we may 
have a long wait to hear the official findings, 
we now have much of the information that 
the commissioner will use. 
We have the written and verbal submissions. 
We also have the similar disastrous experiences 
of other merged councils in NSW and other 
states, and detailed expert research reports. 
The evidence shows that major cost blowouts 
as a result of the government’s flawed 
amalgamation policy were inevitable. But it 
also calls into question whether Council was in 
a “financial crisis” at all. 
So much misinformation is out there. The 
Council was never truly broke, it could have 
used external restrictions, with the approval 
of the Minister, to manage the short-term 
cashflow issues. It would have needed to 
reduce ongoing costs and cut back on capital 
works to get spending under control, maybe 
not as severely as has been done to appease the 
Council’s new lenders. The debt it was carrying 
at the time was good debt used to build large 
water and sewer infrastructure for current and 
future residents. Unfortunately, the Council 
now also has “bad” debt because the Minister 
forced the Administrator and Acting CEO to 
borrow $150M from the commercial banks 
to fund working capital, rather than utilise its 
externally restricted funds. 
What is very clear is that when the governing 
body was made aware of the issue in October 
2020, they sought help from the Minister 
to approve the temporary use of externally 
restricted funds. Instead of giving them the 
time and support the democratically elected 

council requested, she suspended them. The 
evidence presented at the Inquiry calls into 
question the grounds for the suspension in 
the first place and, therefore, the Councillors 
should be reinstated immediately. 
Yes, the amalgamation costs had created stress 
on the Council’s financial position, and the State 
Government should be picking up the bill for the 
merger that it forced on the people of the Central 
Coast, as well as the other costs that it has 
shifted to, and the revenue that it has removed 
from, the Council. But the Council could have 
managed its way out of the financial situation, 
with a supportive, rather than combative, State 
Government. What the community got instead 
was the removal of democracy, $150M of “bad” 
debt that we need to pay back at commercial 
interest rates, which will be funded by increased 
rates for the next 10 years. 
Nothing presented in the Inquiry justified the 
removal of democracy from Central Coast 
local government and surely it should be 
reinstated immediately.

Make your Voice Count
One of the focus areas for the Central Coast 
Friends of Democracy (CCFoD) is to restore 
local democracy to the Central Coast and 
reclaim our Council. Initially this means asking 
the question about whether our Council 
should demerge – or not. What do 
you think? We want to hear from 
you. 
https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/CCC_merger_or_demerge 
Please note: you can answer 
the survey anonymously but you can only 
complete this survey once from each device. 
Central Coast Friends of Democracy – www.
ccfriendsofdemocracy.com
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDING & POOL SERVICES

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call Adam & Lisa Lock 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Contemporary Pools & Spas
Call Ken 0408 433 378

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & attic stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

CHEF/HOME COOKING SERVICES

Foodworx Coaching – home cooked meals
Call Franziska 0426 227 515

VIP Private Chef – ultimate culinary experience
Bookings/enquiries: Josh MacLucas 0416 261 436

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

Matt Smith Electrical Services
Call 0412 391 438 matt@mses.net.au

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call Kieron 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Angela Rye Mobile Podiatry 
Call Angela 0407 062 672

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

Your Family Doctors at Erina 
602 Terrigal Drive, Erina. Call 4365 4999

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Call Joel 0407 458 929

LOCAL PRODUCE & WINE

BamVino – The Deli – Pizza & Wine
Shop 488 The Entrance Road. Call 4365 0064

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop, 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

PLUMBERS

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

ASAP Earthworx 
Call Cheyne 0408 677 413

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call Ethan Murphy 0402 574 616

R&B Tree Services – Central Coast
Call 0420 629 496

Silver Fern Landscapes
Call Joe 0431 589 318

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

Lisa Harris Real Estate – Local knowledge
Call Lisa 0412 293 127

VETERINARY SERVICES

PetStock Vet
Call Erina: 4367 4066 or Gosford: 4321 0990

WANTED TO BUY

Wanted Old or Unwanted Ride-on Mowers 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197

WATER SUPPLIERS

R U EMPTY Water Carriers
SMS or call Bron 0410 057 215

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524

Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Advertising 369mcm@gmail.com



38  3839  39

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE RFS BRIGADE

A new Prepare Act Survive public 
awareness campaign has been released 
– encouraging everyone to Live Bush Fire 
Ready this summer.
Each year the NSW RFS carries out an 
annual public awareness campaign that 
you’ll see on television, online, in local 
news, shopping centres and on radio.
The idea behind the campaign is simple – 
if you live near the bush, you live with the 
risk of bush fire. So live bush fire ready.
Recognising the impact of the devastating 
2019–20 bush fire season, this year’s 
campaign features some of the iconic 
images from the fires.
It also recognises the incredible 
community response during the fires – 
how the community banded together to 
help one another in its time of need.
Research by the Bushfire & Natural 
Hazards CRC has been used to help 
develop the campaign. It found that the 
sense of community can be an important 
motivator for people to get ready – when 
people see preparation happening, 

they’re more likely to prepare themselves.
The new ‘Live Bush Fire Ready’ campaign 
replaces the ‘How Fireproof Is Your Plan’ 
rollout. 
The Matcham-Holgate Brigade is 
promoting the campaign with Street 
Meetings, and a brochure to guide people 
staying short-term stay accommodation, 
and new resident welcome packages with 
advice on fires. We are conducting these 
activities opportunistically due to Covid 
restrictions.
The best place to locate information 
about fires that might be near you is to 
download the Rural Fire Service App 
‘Fires Near Me’ – it’s a quick map-based 
site for fire information.
The RFS website (rfs.nsw.gov.au) also 
provides a lot of important and useful fire 
information to assist you with preparing 
your property, alert levels, and numerous 
useful factsheets on bushfire safety.
Stay safe and enjoy a quiet smoke-free 
Christmas holiday season. z
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 25 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41 15 3 1096

2020 87 550 190 64 158 75 208 48 55 299 46 226 2006*

2021 174 144 516 6 98 72 47 73 51 59 231

Year 2021 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 174 144 516 6 98 72 47 73 51 59 231

To date this year 174 318 834 840 938 1010 1057 1130 1181 1240 1471

Monthly 25 yr. av. 114 176 150 139 124 150 81 82 67 93 101

Accruing 25 yr. av. 114 290 440 579 827 977 1058 1140 1207 1300 1401

24 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2020

Monthly 24 yr. av. 111 177 135 145 125 153 82 82 68 94 96 82 1350

Accruing 24 yr. av. 111 288 423 568 693 846 928 1010 1078 1172 1268 1350

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 12 17 17 3 9 9 6 4 6 7 15

To date this year 12 29 46 49 58 67 73 77 83 90 105

24 yr. monthly av. 8.7 9.0 9.4 8.6 7.5 9.3 6.4 5.5 5.2 7.2 8.3 7.7 92.8

From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary
Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.

RAINFALL REPORTS




