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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Matcham-Holgate Hall News is published three times a year – in April, July and November – and is 
delivered free to more than 700 properties in the Matcham and Holgate valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes towards the production of the newsletter and for the maintenance and 
upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall.

After what seems to have been an eternity in COVID-19 hibernation, the committee are 
excited to announce that Matcham Hall is back in action. We have put in place a COVID-safe 
plan and with the current rulings can now resume the safe hiring of the Hall for functions, 
classes and events.
We are extra excited to announce that our ANZAC Day brunch and memorial service will be 
going ahead on Sunday 25 April. As in previous years, we will be serving a BBQ brunch prior 
to the service. The morning kicks off at 10 am and we would love to see you then. 
With the Hall being closed for the majority of last year, we have seen a serious downturn 
in income and are reaching out to local businesses and residents for support. The response 
so far has been humbling, and on behalf of the committee I thank all of you who have 
committed support so far, thus making it possible for the traditional commemorative 
service to go ahead. If you would like to support this event, either with a cash donation or 
with items for our silent auction, please connect with Ingrid Osborn on 0428 372 953 or via 
Facebook messenger. 
Another diary date is our AGM on Friday 7 May starting at 7 pm. All residents are welcome 
to attend and as well as the discussion of matters regarding the Hall’s operation, we 
welcome residents’ thoughts on areas of concern or interest within our community. If 
anyone is interested in sharing their time and skills to assist with the ongoing operation 
of our community Hall, we are always open to welcoming new committee members. After 
the formalities, refreshments are served, with attendees bringing their own choice of 
beverages.
For those newcomers to the Valley who may not be aware, the land that the Hall sits on was 
donated by a local resident to establish a memorial hall to acknowledge our local men and 
women who served in the First World War. Construction was led by the Matcham Progress 
Association and was built by local residents from hardwood timber felled and milled on 
the adjacent land. Over the years, the Hall has grown in size and facilities and now, over 
100 years later, it continues to serve the community as a focus for social, educational and 
community groups.  
The committee were saddened to hear of the recent accident involving the King family. 
We have them in our thoughts and extend our wishes and condolences to them. For 
those who may be interested, a GoFundMe page has been established to offer support:  
(https://au.gofundme.com/f/t3qqp-help-the-king-family).
I hope to see you and your families on ANZAC Day.

– Ken Gray



2  23  3

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

Upcoming events in the Valley
Matcham Hall
ANZAC Day Service/Brunch – Sunday 25 April at 10 am.

Matcham Hall Annual General Meeting
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday 7 May at 7 pm. If anyone is 
interested in taking on a role in the new committee, we would love to hear from you 
either before then (contact ingrido@gittoes.com.au) or on the evening. 
All positions will be declared vacant. BYO drinks, finger food provided.

Matcham-Holgate Produce Share
Second Sunday of every month from 10–11 am at Fires Creek Winery.
Come along to this community event to share your surplus produce, time, knowledge 
and skills, and promote a strong, resilient, healthy community.
No worries if you don’t have any produce to share – just make a donation to a local 
organisation that will be onsite. Admission is $5 per person or $10 per family (or 
whatever you can afford).

Welcome to our first edition of the Hall News for 2021. 
We can hear the hum of garden artillery beginning after the recent deluge. Hope you 
all fared well.
In this issue, we welcome two new local contributors – Vicki (Ridgeway Artisan Produce) 
and Max Rae (Beekeeper extraordinaire).
We also welcome our new and younger editor, Jacqueline O’Neill. Jacqueline will 
be researching local issues, as well as connecting the Hall News to a range of online 
platforms. 
We have developed a short survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8SFXNFZ) to 
provide us with feedback, as well as allowing us to collect email addresses for future 
digital mail-outs of the Hall News. This link is also pinned in the Community Facebook 
page. We will still maintain our physical delivery of the newsletter to local residents.
If you know someone who doesn’t live in the Valley and would like to receive a digital 
copy, they can complete Q1 of the survey in order to get onto our mailing list.
Finally, we would like to pass on our thoughts to the King family regarding their recent 
tragedy. We know that many in our community have reached out or made a GoFundMe 
donation.
We hope to see you at our ANZAC Day service/brunch at Matcham Hall.

– Mike, Rob and Jacqueline
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Contact VIP Private Chef to design 
your dream dining experience or 

catering for every occasion. Prestige 
food with service to match.

Indulge in the ultimate 
culinary experience, 

when your  
VIP Private Chef  

steps into your home to 
host an unforgettable 

occasion. 

VIP Private Chef is Luxury redefined. 

The new way to celebrate 

Open your doors and let Executive Chef 
Josh MacLucas treat you, your family and 
friends, to an amazing culinary experience 

from the comfort of your own home.

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES – VISIT:  
www.vipprivatechef.com.au  

0416 261 436

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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Over the past few months, many of you 
may have seen, or been the unfortunate 
victims of, a family of foxes that are getting 
around the Valley. There have been quite 
a few posts on our Community Facebook 
page, so we decided to reach out to 
Central Coast Council to find out more 
about landholders’ options 
when it comes to fox control.
To give a bit of context – the 
European Red Fox (Vulpes 
vulpes) is an introduced 
mammal that is considered a 
‘pest’ species across Australia. 
Originally introduced in the 
1800s for hunting purposes, the species 
is now covered by a Pest Control Order 
(PCO) in NSW – this means that Local 
Land Services can serve eradication 
orders upon an owner or occupier of land 
where the species is known to occur. 
In 2004, the annual cost of foxes to 
Australia was estimated to be around 
$227.5 million. Since this time, numbers 
have only increased, so this figure is likely 
far higher. Under the Commonwealth 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), 
‘predation by the European Red Fox’ is 
listed as a ‘key threatening process’, and 
the fox is listed as a threat to 14 species 
of birds, 48 mammals, 12 reptiles and 
2 amphibians. Under the EPBC Act, the 
Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by 

the European Red Fox was 
developed by the states and 
territories in order to reduce 
the threat of fox predation, 
which necessitates the 
control of the European Red 
Fox in the habitat areas of 
these species. 

Central Coast Council has delivered a fox 
control program throughout their natural 
reserves for approximately 15 years, 
which has historically involved 1080 
poison baiting. At times, the program has 
also incorporated trapping and shooting; 
however, these methods were found to 
be relatively inefficient.
Since its commencement, the fox control 
program as administered by Central 
Coast Council has remained responsive to 
changes in legislation, pest control orders 

REPORT ON FOX BAITING

Jacqueline O’Neill is a Matcham local who moved to the Valley in February last year with 
her Kelpie, Maia. She has spent most of her life on the Central Coast and is an alumni of 

Gosford High School (Class of 2011). After completing a Bachelor of Environmental Science 
and Management at the University of Newcastle, she spent nearly 10 years working in 

environmental consulting and renewable energy, before resigning from her previous role to 
pursue her passion for language and writing in mid-2020. 

Upon accepting a contract working as an Academic Editor with her first international client, 
Jacqueline established Coast Editorial Services in late 2020. Now a postgraduate publishing 

student at the University of Technology Sydney, she provides editing and writing services 
to both individuals and businesses. If you think her skills may be of use to yourself or your 
business, Jacqueline can be contacted at jacqueline@coasteditorial.com.au. Her business 

can also be found on Instagram @coasteditorial.
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs

and up-to-date knowledge of fox biology. 
A council spokesperson has advised that 
a full review of the program is currently 
underway to ensure that it continues 
to be delivered in an ‘appropriate’ 
manner; however, at this time, it has 
been temporarily suspended to allow for 
this review, and due to Council’s current 
financial constraints. Resumption of the 
program in 2021–22 is currently ‘being 
considered’.
For advice and further information about 
fox control on private land, the Wyong 
Office of Local Land Services can be 
contacted on (02) 4355 8200. Local Land 
Services can also assist with coordinating 
a management or control plan for foxes, 
either involving group baiting (with 
neighbours) or as an individual, and 
can also provide accredited training to 

support landholders in the appropriate 
use of baits and pesticides.
The FoxScan program is an additional 
resource that landowners can access 
for more information, and to report and 
map sightings. The FoxScan app can be 
downloaded for mobile phones on the 
Apple App Store, or through Google Play 
for Android users, with more information 
available at https://www.feralscan.
org.au/foxscan/. The FoxScan program 
aims to assist with the mapping of both 
sightings and control responses, allowing 
councils, individuals and Landcare groups 
to better coordinate their control and 
livestock protection efforts in response to 
fox sightings and movements.
We will aim to provide a further update 
on the status of the Council Fox Control 
Program when it becomes available. z
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Why I support the call for a public inquiry 
into Council’s financial situation
The NSW Government amalgamated Gosford and 
Wyong Councils in May 2016. At no time had there 
been a referendum or poll of our community to 
ask if we wanted our Councils to merge. The 
former Wyong Council had voted in October 2015 
to support a merger. 
Gosford Council put up more of a fight. A number 
of Gosford Councillors claimed that they had 
been ‘bullied and coerced’, effectively told to 
‘amalgamate or else’. Gosford Council reluctantly 
supported the merger in November 2015. 
By October 2020, the failures of the Council 
mergers were clear. According to the Sydney 
Morning Herald (31/10/20), ‘overall the 20 
[merged] councils reported a $1.03 billion 
operating loss, excluding grants, between 2016 
and 2019’ and ratepayers are now facing hikes in 
rates and cuts in services. 
The State Government has taken a combative 
stance to Central Coast Council since the 
September 2017 election, rather than working 
collaboratively with Council to deliver for the 
community. 
This has been most obvious in planning. The State 
Government introduced a Gosford SEPP in 2018, 
which removed planning powers from Council and 
removed height and floor space limits from large 
sites in Gosford CBD. It also reduced the amount 
of developer contributions paid to Council 
from 4% to 1%. The impact (estimated by NSW 
Planning) will be up to $190 million less developer 
contributions that would have come to Council for 
infrastructure. 
In 2020, the Minister for Planning introduced 
a Local Planning Panel, with little justification, 
that again removed planning powers from 
the community and its Council. A staff report 
estimated that the cost burden to Council for the 
operation of the Panel is in the order of $400,000 
per annum.

After the July 2020 storms that caused  
significant coastal erosion, the State Government 
issued a direction requiring Council to construct 
emergency rockfill toe protection works. In 
February 2021, the total cost was estimated 
at $2.866 million. The NSW Government has 
reimbursed $992,501 thus far; however, it appears 
to be unwilling to fully reimburse Council for the 
cost of those works. 
The Administrator’s 30 Day Report highlights 
that some of the issues that have contributed to 
Council’s current financial problems can be traced 
back to 2016 – and perhaps even further. At the 
time of the amalgamation, the report suggests 
that Central Coast Council had only $5 million 
unrestricted funds.
In October 2020, Central Coast Council estimated 
that the cost of amalgamation had significant 
and ongoing financial impacts. It was estimated 
that this could be in excess of $100 million. The 
Council amalgamations across the State have not 
been properly funded. This has contributed to 
Council’s current financial situation and will result 
in significant costs being imposed on the Central 
Coast community – the residents and ratepayers. 
•   I support the call for a public inquiry into 

Council’s financial situation and the root cause. 
•   I support the call for a referendum or poll on the 

amalgamation. 
•   I support the call for the NSW Government 

to reimburse the Council for the full cost of 
amalgamation. 

– Councillor Jane Smith, Gosford East Ward

Postscript: I recently recorded an interview 
with Central Coast Newspapers to talk about 
the amalgamation, the Administrator’s 
reporting, the council’s financial collapse and 
the Local Government Minister’s response to 
the acute financial situation. To view this visit:  
https://coastcommunitynews.com.au and search 
‘Jane Smith’

COUNCILLOR JANE SMITH’S 
MESSAGE TO GOSFORD EAST WARD

Jane Smith was elected in 2017 as an Independent Councillor in Gosford East Ward, 
which includes the Matcham-Holgate valleys. She has been active within our community 
for the past 20 years, with a focus on increasing engagement with communities, better 
planning, environment and natural resource management. She has served on a number 

of Boards and committees, including Council’s COSS Committee. 
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(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation  
and wall mounting

Sound bar and  
home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 
0407 458 929 

Holgate

 Erina Gosford
 312 The Entrance Rd 378 Manns Rd
 Erina West Gosford

 02 4367 4066 02 4321 0990
 MON–FRI 9:00–5:00 MON–FRI 9:00–6:00
 SAT 9:00–2:00 SAT 9:00–5:00
  SUN 10:00–5:00

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
RESIDENTS IN THE MATCHAM VALLEY
We are fully equipped veterinary hospitals 

with vets specialising in Diagnostic 
Ultrasound, Orthopaedic Surgery and 

Exotic Medicine.
MENTION THIS AD TO GET $20 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT
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Excellent Results

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127 
59 Carlton Road, Holgate NSW 2250

lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au  |  www.lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licenced real estate agent & auctioneer

4 Low Commission
4 Minimum Advertising Cost
4 Proven Successful Sales

I Will Save You Thousands of Dollars!

“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”
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Hedging your bets
Hedges have been used throughout human 
history, with the oldest known examples 
dating back to the Neolithic Age. They were 
a better option than fencing because they 
improved over time (rather than degrading), 
provided a windbreak and also became 
habitat for beneficial birds, insects and 
animals. They screened out unsightly views 
and provided privacy. Hedges continue to 
be popular, sometimes continuing these 
traditional functions, but also as a purely 
decorative feature in the garden. 
I thought it might be useful to examine 
hedges through the lens of permaculture 
design, and offer some recommendations 
about how to incorporate them into your 
garden. 
The case for
Like all plants, hedges will process CO2 and 
release oxygen. They will provide habitat 
for life both above and below the ground. 
Depending upon the choice of plants, they 
can also provide food for humans or other 
animals, especially birds. Attracting birds 
to your garden will reduce your need for 
insect control and fertilisers. Using hedges 
to do more than just one thing is consistent 
with the permaculture principle of ‘multiple 
functions’ – we are always trying to make 
sure that everything does more than one 
thing. 
Hedges are a beautiful alternative to 
hard fencing and can be just as effective 
at defining your boundary, discouraging 
intruders and protecting your privacy, while 
also screening out unattractive elements in 
your system such as water tanks. With the 
right choice of plants, hedges will last a 
long time and will never need painting! 

The case against
A hedge trimmed to an unnatural shape will 
require regular maintenance. It will cost you 
time, money and energy. It can also be a 
potential source of environmental damage, 
as fumes from petrol-driven trimmers 
are released into the local environment 
and the broader impact of fossil fuel use 
contributes to global problems. 
A hedge won’t usually contain dogs, so 
you may still need fencing. You might 
also experience the problem that occurs 
when one or two plants in a hedge die, 
and the gap they leave is unattractive and 
difficult to fill due to the competition of the 
remaining plants.
Soft hedges
A soft hedge uses the permaculture 
principle of working with nature rather 
than against it. Plants are chosen for their 
natural habit and left to do their own 
thing. Keep a look out as you drive around 
the valleys and you’ll see many examples. 
There is a beautiful soft hedge of Cascade 
lilly pillies along Coachwood Road, just 
before the bridge, and a gorgeous stretch 
of little gem magnolias just beyond it. 
Both owners have chosen plants that can 
be allowed to do their own thing, with no 
need for pruning. 
The online gardening club, Diggers, has 
recently started recommending a range of 
food plants for hedging, including citrus, 
avocadoes and natal plums. Growing food 
plants as hedges applies the permaculture 
principle of ‘obtain a yield’. Natal plums 
are a naturally spiky plant and would 
have the added benefit of discouraging 
unwanted humans or animals. They might 
even contain a large dog. Finger limes are 

MEG'S PERMACULTURE
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another spiky option, although very slow 
growing.
For lower hedges, rows of gardenias or 
agapanthus give the same look as a hedge 
without the need to prune, and many of 
our native grevilleas will provide you with 
cut flowers and the joy of feeding birds. Ask 
at the local native nursery for advice about 
which species have the natural height and 
habit that you’re looking for. 
Hard hedges
If you must have rectangular hedges then 
there are many things you can do to reduce 
your maintenance. There is a temptation 
when establishing a hedge to use fast-
growing species, but remember that 
plants don’t know when you want them to 
stop growing. A better option is patience. 
Choose a plant that will take longer to 
establish and you will be rewarded with 
much less maintenance. 
Cutting hedges so that the base is slightly 
wider than the top will help to avoid the 
base dying back. 
Consider the best height for your hedge. 
The taller the hedge, 
the harder it will be 
to trim. Your choice of 
trimmer can also make 
a difference to the 
ecological footprint of 
your maintenance. A 
rechargeable battery that 
is plugged into a solar 
system might be a better 
option, but these devices 
will not usually be as 
powerful as petrol-driven 
equipment. For hedges 
at a comfortable height, 
hand pruning could be 
an option. I have a friend 
living locally who tells 
me that he enjoys hand 

trimming the hedges in their garden. (Sadly, 
I don’t think he loves it enough to volunteer 
his services to anyone else.)
Planting tips
If you are planning a hedge, then getting 
the planting right can make a big difference 
to your success. Consider your site and the 
availability of water. It might make sense 
to cut a swale into the land, running along 
contour, and to plant the hedge either 
along the mound you have formed or just 
downhill from it. The swale will capture and 
sink any rainfall, thus reducing your need 
for irrigation. 
Using hügelkultur methods to establish 
beautiful rich soil before planting will also 
greatly increase your chances of success. 
Lay fallen branches, palm fronds and other 
organic matter along the line where you 
want to plant and mulch over them. The 
mycelium in your soil will colonise the 
timber and organisms in the soil will move 
in. In a few months you will have rich topsoil. 
Ask nursery staff about the best distance 
for planting your hedge. The temptation to 

spread your plants too 
thinly will result in gaps. 
For larger hedges, you 
might like to consider 
two rows of plants, 
with the second row 
staggered. This pattern 
gives your hedge a 
better density at the 
base and will mean you 
have less of a problem 
if a couple of plants die 
further down the track. 
Permaculture invites us 
to find ways of living that 
rebuild ecological health, 
and hedges can certainly 
be part of that. zAgapanthus form soft hedges as beautiful as 

any box hedge, but without the maintenance.
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I’m thinking about keeping bees. What 
do I need to consider? 
Keeping two or three hives of bees as a 
hobby can be an interesting and rewarding 
experience! 
As a beekeeper you will need to have 
an inquisitive and confident nature to 
successfully handle and enjoy your bees.
Some points need to be considered: 
• Legal requirements as a beekeeper
• Training in keeping your bees
• Hive inspections
• Neighbours 
• Number of hives 
• Water 
• Location in your yard 
• Bee diseases 
• When to handle your bees 
• When to re-queen 
• Swarming 
Legal requirements: Anyone who keeps 
bees in NSW must be registered with the 
NSW Department of Primary Industries. 
A small registration fee is payable. Failure 
to register may result in a fine. Failure to 

notify and/or satisfactorily control disease 
will result in action by the NSW DPI, which 
may result in the destruction of your 
hives and a heavy fine. If someone has a 
reasonable grievance about your keeping 
bees, you can be directed to reduce or 
remove bee hives from your property.
Training: You will have to undertake some 
sort of training in beekeeping – this may 
be with a fellow competent beekeeper, a 
local bee club, a beekeeping trainer or a 
beekeeping course at Tocal College.
Hive inspections: It is a legal requirement 
if you keep bees that a minimum of two 
inspections per year and an exotic mite 
test (sugar shake) be carried out. In reality, 
more inspections are needed to monitor 
and maintain the health of your bees.
Neighbours and visitors to your property: 
Most people have been stung by a bee at 
some stage in their life. As a result, people 
often have an inbuilt fear of bees. So it is 
understandable that problems arise with 
bees in residential areas. You therefore 
need to approach backyard beekeeping 
with caution and understanding, and take 
measures to reduce inconvenience to 
others.

Max Rae is a local commercial beekeeper and co-founder of Bee-U-tiful Honey, a 
producer and supplier of quality raw honey located at 12 McGarrity Avenue, Matcham. 
He currently manages 100+ hives around Matcham and the Central Coast, and has been 

successful in winning the Sydney Royal National Honey Competition with honey and 
pollen many times.

Max has also launched his own training company – BeeCapable Training – and conducts 
workshops and information courses. His mission is to promote honey and industry-

standard beekeeping practices by sharing his passion, experience and expertise when 
it comes to these fascinating little animals. He also currently serves on the leadership 

committee as the Biosecurity Officer of the Central Coast Amateur Beekeepers  
Association (NSW) and is also a contract trainer in Beekeeping at Tocal College.

THE MATCHAM BUZZ
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Number of hives: A comfortable number 
of colonies in an average backyard is two 
or three hives. This is sufficient to obtain 
some honey for yourself and others, and to 
experiment with variations in management 
and hive styles. Check your local council 
requirements.
Bee diseases: As a beekeeper you have 
a legal requirement to have a working 
knowledge and be able to recognise bee 
pests and diseases, and take suitable 
management practices to maintain the 
health of the colonies in your control. You 
must be prepared to undertake training in 
pests and diseases.
Water: Bees use water to air-condition 
the hive. The hive is kept at a constant 
temperature of 35°C to ensure that the 
brood nest does not suffer stress. On a 
hot day in the middle of summer, a hive 
may collect half a litre of water or more 
to maintain their internal temperature. It 
is important to arrange a water source in 
your own yard and keep this replenished. 
Ensure that bees will not drown by 
providing landing sites – for example, rocks 
or sand protruding above the waterline. 
Location in your yard: Bees require a dry, 
sunny position, preferably with a north-
easterly aspect. Windy locations are not 
suitable for maintaining temperature and 
humidity in the hive. Consider flight paths 
and place hives away from human traffic 
areas such as footpaths, back doors and 
vegetable gardens. It may be necessary 
to build a screen on top of a fence to 
encourage bees to fly above head height. 
The hive entrance should not face an 
exterior light, as this will attract bees if 
kept on overnight. Positioning of the bees 
is important as hives cannot easily be 
moved around the site once positioned.
Handling your bees: As a beekeeper you 
must be calm and confident when working 

them (yes, they can sense fear). Bees are 
cold-blooded and their flight and activity 
will increase on warm, sunny days as 
compared to cool, overcast days. So it 
makes sense to work your hives on a sunny 
day, during peak activity when the more 
aggressive bees are occupied away from 
the hive. If you handle bees on overcast 
or cool days, you will find most of the field 
bees at home and the hive will be a lot 
more aggressive. 
Re-queening: You may have to re-queen 
the colony to keep them strong and healthy. 
Three points need to be considered: 
temperament of the hive, bees’ tendency 
to swarm and the amount of honey the 
colony gathers. For hobby beekeepers, 
the emphasis should be placed on bee 
temperament and swarming. Honey 
production is more important to larger 
commercial beekeepers. 
Cost of a hive: A standard langstroth 
hive will cost around $350, depending 
on whether you assemble and paint the 
components yourself, the supplier of the 
equipment and the material it is made 
from (timber, plastic or polystyrene). 
Purchased fully assembled and painted, a 
standard hive costs around $550. 
Cost of bees: Your livestock, the bees, will 
cost anything from $220 for a nuc (i.e. a 
nucleus starter colony) up to $500 for a 
complete hive, depending on the size of 
the colony. Bees are not always available 
during the year as supply is dependent on 
seasonal conditions. 
Check with your local bee club to see if 
members have nucs available.
Minimum equipment: 
•  A good quality bee suit or jacket, 

including gloves – $300. 
• Smoker and hive tool – $80. 
• Extraction equipment – $600+.
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Now doing 
septic pump 

outs!

Get your system back on track and maintained correctly.

www.absolootseptic.com.au

02 4362 1060

For all things septic  
contact your local  

service agents!

• Quarterly Maintenance 
• Trenches and Irrigation 
• Repairs 
• Installations 
• Pump Outs 

Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: matt@mses.net.au
ACN: 112 261 631

Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Tree Work in Autumn?

1.  Enjoy more light – Pruning trees INTRODUCES 
amazing new light and space into your property. Make 
the most of the SUN through the cooler months.

2.  Feeling safe – Selective tree removal/pruning can 
eliminate danger of STORM DAMAGE, BUSHFIRE, 
DROPPING LIMBS and BRANCHES onto you and your 
property.

3.  Protect your property – Dieback and wind can 
make trees unsafe. Crown reduction and canopy balance 
can also save trees from failing in the ground.

4.  Proudly servicing the Central Coast.

Autumn Specials
**** MARCH – MAY ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call Ethan Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced qualified arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

Habitattreeworks.com.au
* Optional
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SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: 
VICKI & PETER – RIDGEWAY ARTISAN PRODUCE

What motivated you to set up your 
roadside stall on The Ridgeway?
My little roadside stall started because I 
Love Baking! Not only do I love baking, 
but I love making and baking sourdough 
artisan bread. I have three cultures that I 
lovingly feed and care for called Levi (my 
own locally grown starter), Babooshka (a 
100-year-old Russian starter given to me 
by a friend) and Apple (given to me by 
one of my lovely customers). 
I love all things sourdough, so I now also 
make sourdough flatbreads, specialty 
sourdough such as fig and blue cheese, 
walnut, apricot and fennel, pizzas, 

h e r b - i n f u s e d 
b r e a d c r u m b s , 
sweet chocolate 
scrolls, with many 
more new recipes 
yet to be created. 
We also have an 
awesome veggie 

patch with more produce than we can 
eat. In our chookhouse, the girls continue 
to lay more eggs than we can use – and 
did I mention that I love to bake? So cakes, 
biscuits, slices, jams, pickles – anything is 
fair game. 
Anyway, one Friday I decided to create 
the ‘Thank God It’s Friday Stall’, so I did 
what I do best and baked. And then the 
following day I had my first stall. We have 
had many stalls since then and my aim 
is to keep providing an interesting range 
of wholesome, delicious, old-fashioned 
produce for people of the Coast to enjoy. 
Have you always lived on the Central 
Coast and when did you move onto your 
property on The Ridgeway?
Both Peter and I grew up in Sydney. We 
moved onto the Central Coast in 1984 
and at first lived in a two-bedroom fibro 
weekender at Saratoga with great 180° 
water views. As our family grew larger, we 
moved to a house on a one-acre battleaxe 

One of the ‘hidden’ foodie gems in our local community is 
Ridgeway Artisan Produce, better known as the Thank God 
It’s Friday Stall. Located at 81 The Ridgeway, Lisarow, the 
Thank God It’s Friday Stall has been operated by Vicki and 

her husband, Peter, since 2017. 
Their motto is: Real food made with care.

The Thank God It’s Friday Stall is only open  
on Fridays from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Orders and enquiries: ridgewayproduce@gmail.com
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block that backed onto the bush. It was a 
wonderful place to raise children, and our 
kids virtually never had to leave our block 
as they had 12-metre rope swings and the 
bush and the water to amuse themselves. 
We moved onto our property on The 
Ridgeway in 2005 and it’s been fantastic. 
Having our stall has allowed us to meet 
so many wonderful people, which wasn’t 
something that we expected when we 
started. You would never ever meet these 
people otherwise. 
Have you worked previously in a 
professional food processing capacity?
Yes, in about 2007 we created Renaissance 
Cakes, which we ran until around 2013. 
We specialised in 3D sculptured cakes, 
as well as high-end wedding cakes. Our 
largest cake was a 3D copy of a large food 
factory on the Central Coast that weighed 
about 90 kg, but we also did many 3D 
cars, dinosaurs, boats etc. We won the 
Australian Bridal Industry Academy 
Award for best Wedding Cake Designer in 
NSW for 4 years in a row, and then capped 

it off by winning best 
Wedding Cake Designer 
in Australia before 
we retired from cake 
decorating.
What do you grow in 
your home vegetable 
garden?
This year my daughter 
Sarah handled most of 
the veggie garden and 
grew pumpkin, tomato, 
asparagus, beetroot, 
beans, carrots, lettuce, 
cucumber, radish, 
silverbeet, rockmelon, 
onion, chilli, rosemary, 
thyme, turmeric and 

garlic. Unfortunately, for some reason the 
crops were small this year.
What animals do you have on your 
property?
We have about 18 chooks, 1 Arabian horse 
– Indiana, 2 dogs – Zelda and Kenai, which 
belong to my daughter and her family, our 
cat Tilley and a couple of beehives that 

Vicki and Peter with a selection of their scrumptious artisan produce.
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are owned by a friend who supplies us 
with his beautiful honey for the stall.
What are the most popular lines of 
baked goods on your stall?
Sourdough is definitely our most popular 
item and typically we have about six 
different varieties. Sticky date pudding 
with butterscotch sauce is another firm 
favourite, and of course our sourdough 
cinnamon scrolls are absolutely amazing 
and typically our morning tea choice for 
the Thank God It’s Friday Stall.
What is involved in preparing your stall 
and how does your online pre-ordering 
system work?
The only reason why the pre-ordering 
system exists at all is because of the 
logistical difficulties caused by the COVID 
restrictions last year. Our first pre-COVID 
event was last Easter, and it was an 
absolute nightmare, as I had no idea just 

how many hot cross buns people 
might order. I didn’t sleep the 
night before – I just made hot 
cross buns all night, as well as all 
the loaves of bread. Fortunately, 
my son helped me, as he was 
back in the country from LA.
We start preparing for our stall 
three days beforehand and then 
start baking at 2:00 am on the 
Friday morning. Come Saturday, 
we are both write-offs. And of 
course if we are preparing jams 

and preserves, that accounts for Monday 
and Tuesday as well.
We now open later because there are 
so many orders that it takes us longer to 
package them.  
We’ll never get rich off the stall, but we 
have found a wealth in the personal 
contacts that we have made with our 
customers, many of whom have become 
good friends. z
A link to the Thank God It’s Friday Stall 
Facebook page is shown below. Check out 
what they are baking for the week and PM 
Vicki to place your order and arrange a 
suitable pick-up time.
https://www.facebook.com/Thank-God-its-
Friday-Stall-1470817016371286/
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

We are open to talking with you about our strategies for the 
current market conditions.  

Call either of us for a confidential chat. 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
 



20  2021  21



20  2021  21

Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524

Residential – Commercial – Industrial

• 24hr Emergency Service 
• New Builds and Renovations 
• Switchboard Upgrades 
• Testing and Tagging  
• Hot Water System Repairs

Phone Keiron Herring
0407 668 689

qcelectrical@bigpond.com
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Holgate Public School has had a great start 
to the year, with many exciting student 
activities starting back up with the 
restrictions easing. We are very excited 
to share some of the great learning and 
extracurricular opportunities we are 
doing here at Holgate Public School. 
Sport 
This year we have had a great time doing 
all of our sporting activities. One of our 
sports programs has been gymnastics 
where we have had expert instructors 
teaching us. All K-6 have loved the 
gymnastics. 
Our students represented the school at 
zone PSSA teams in soccer and basketball. 
At the start of the year we had our annual 
Swimming Carnival where four of our 
students represented our school at the 
zone level. Well done, we are so proud of 
all of you.
Environment
Miss Ball and Mrs Papps have opened up 
Green Dream Team for 2021 and we have 
had a great time learning about pollution 
and sustainability. This active Green 
Dream Team have created posters around 
the school to educate students, staff and 
community about littering and the impact 
it has on the environment. 
The Green Dream Team have started 
up composting with worms and Power 
Ninjas. The compost is available to the 
Holgate community in buckets near the 

canteen, at the small shed. Please help 
yourself. 
The Power Ninjas are recording and 
monitoring classrooms who leave 
electricity on in breaks in the hope to 
reduce the amount of electricity wasted. 
Covid-19
Holgate has managed COVID-19 so well 
and with the restrictions easing and 
parents now able to come back onsite, 
this has made everyone happy. As school 
captains we are now able to organise 
assemblies in the hall and parents can 
join us. 
We can also lead Peer Support, 
Parliament and extracurricular activities 
that previously we could not do, so this 
is GREAT!
STEM learning 
Our school has been undertaking lots 
of Science, Technology, Engineer and 
Mathematics (STEM) learning in RFF, class 
and enrichment groups. Our students 
have learnt a STEM process and enjoy and 
value the learning we do. 
Coming up camps 2021!
We are super excited to be going on 
camps. Next term Stage Two are going to 
Great Aussie Bush Camp which will have us 
doing adventure activities like canoeing, 
bush walking and abseiling. 5/6 are going 
on a camp in Term 4 to Canberra where 
we will visit all the special memorials and 
official landmarks. 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL

The following Holgate Public School report is brought to you by  
our School Captain Ava Kelpsa and Vice-Captain Grace Goodman
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We are looking forward to Questacon the 
most!
School Upgrades!
Over the school holidays our school BBQ 
area underwent a beautiful renovation 
thanks to a Community Grant that 
Holgate P&C received. It looks so much 
better, has improved functionality and is a 
great learning and gathering spot for the 
Green Dream Team, community events, 
working bees and much more! 
We have also had two shade sails installed 
over the playground equipment and deck. 
These provide us with sun protection and 
shade. They also look really nice in our 
bottom playground. 
Holgate Public School Extracurricular
Our school has just celebrated Harmony 
Day and all the students K-6 dressed up 
in cultural clothing or orange. We had 
a parade and many parents came to 
celebrate Harmony Day and help teach 
multicultural history with teachers in 
classrooms. It was really fun to learn 
about our different cultures. It was a 
great day!
Our school participated in National Day 
Against Bullying where we took a stand 
against bullying. We undertook lessons 
on bullying and strategies we can use. 
Our Debating Team has started 
preparations for 2021 competition. This 
year there will be a Year 5 team and a Year 
6 team. Our school will compete against 
other local schools and we look forward 
to this competition each year. 
Parliament has begun and some very 
successful motions have been put 
forward such as Chess mentoring group 
at lunch time led by our school champion 
and whole school STEM competitions. 

Peer Support is starting up next term 
and all Year 6 students have undergone 
training to implement a Creative and 
Critical thinking program with all student 
K-6. We are looking forward to this 
opportunity.
Our school will be participating in 
Central Coast Dance Festival and Central 
Coast Choral Festival. We are currently 
practising and learning our dances and 
songs. Some students are auditioning for 
duets and solos. 
Holgate Public School Buddies program 
will start Term 2. Year 6 and Kindergarten 
work together to undertaken social skills 
and learning activities once a fortnight. 
We value the leadership opportunity to 
work with our Kindy students.
Thank you for reading our school report. 

– Ava Kelpsa and Grace Goodman z 

 

 

 

Professional services include: 
Tree Removal 
Tree Pruning 

Block Clearing 
Stump Grinding 

 
Phone 0420 629 496 for a no obligation free quote 

www.randbtreeservices.com.au 
Fully Insured 

ABN: 25 618 761 945 

Professional services include:
Tree Removal
Tree Pruning

Block Clearing
Stump Grinding

Phone 0420 629 496 for a 
no obligation free quote

www.randbtreeservices.com.au
Fully insured

ABN: 15642734487
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“On Time, Every Time.”

“Noisy pipes?  
Toilets slow to drain?

Leaking taps?”

0420 100 074
24 Hour Emergency Service

“Outstanding service  with integrity  
is our promise to you.”

 

ü
ü

ü

ü

24 hour emergency service for any plumbing situation.
We have the spare parts to repair your problem 
and get you up and running ASAP.
You need a reliable plumber that can fix 
the problem quickly and effectively.
Exceptional service to home and businesses 
on the Central Coast at an affordable price.

All Plumbing Work, Fully Guaranteed,  
FAST Service with NO-Mess!

fluidplumbingservices.com.au

DAVID MIKKELSEN

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

We’re Focused On You
We’ll help you get the 

solutions you need.

On-Time
We know your time is important 

and we’ll make the most of it  
24 hours a day.

Friendly & Courteous
After all, you deserve to be helped 

by a tradesman with manners.

Fully Stocked Vehicles
While competitors may waste time 

going to wholesalers,  
we have it inside our vehicles.

Small Local Business 
Family owned and run business that  

understands the value of each customer.

100% Satisfaction  
Guaranteed 

We’ll make it right.

FPL115 • COPP THIS GRAPHICS • 0431 456 186
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BIG JIM’S LAWN MOWING
0405 178 197

WE PERSONALISE EVERY JOB TO SUIT OUR CLIENTS

• CHAIN SAW WORK
• RIDE ON MOWER / LAWN CARE
• GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

HOURLY OR DAY RATES AVAILABLE

Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Hall Newsletter 
Advertising Rates 2021 

 (Note: these are annual rates 
for ALL 3 editions)

Full page $375
Half page $300

Third page $225
Quarter page $150

NOTE: With the current rulings, we have put in place a COVID-safe plan and can now 
resume the safe hiring of our Community Hall for functions, classes and events.  

For all enquiries contact: bookings@matchamhall.org
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde Road Diane Dunlea



26  2627  27

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE RFS BRIGADE

Cheers Graham
Graham King has been an active member 
of the Matcham-Holgate RFS since 2010. 
But he’s been a part of the Matcham/
Holgate community for a lifetime. 
Between fighting fires, creating music, 
and teaching ethics and permaculture, 
the world of Matcham’s Graham King is a 
wonderful one. And as he moves on from 
the RFS, we thought it was only fitting 
that you learnt a little bit more about 
him and his time in our community.
Come along with us while we dive into 
the life of Graham and Meg.
Why did you join the RFS?
Meg and I were both involved with the 
Greens for a couple of years and felt that 
we were doing something worthwhile, 
but realised that it really wasn’t for us and 
there wasn’t much worthwhile stuff going 
on. And so randomly we met members 
of the brigade at a bucket collection and 
were convinced to join up. So we went 
along to the very next meeting, only 
to discover that a fence had been put 
around the fire station and it was about 
to be demolished. Then we realised that 
the brigade was actually using Matcham 
Hall and so we went there and were 
interviewed and signed up. Then the 
very next week the old fire station was 
torn down and so I did all of my training 
at Matcham Hall and the trucks lived 
at various people’s properties. About 
6 months later they gave us the new 
building as it stands today. So we all got 
to walk in and enjoy the new fire station 
and it was a very interesting time.

What are you going to miss about the 
brigade the most?
There’s a lot about it that was enjoyable. I 
mean I joined at 52. And at 52 I felt I was 
very smug and superior. I’d had a very 
long and interesting career. I was very 
good at what I did and I felt like I was a 
mature person. Then suddenly I was an 
apprentice and I knew nothing. And it 
was a really interesting feeling to just 
join something like this and have to go, 
‘I have to put my hands up and say, I’m 
an absolute rookie. I know nothing about 
this’. And I learnt an enormous amount, 
I really did. It was one of those times in 
life when you think ‘I know everything’, 
and you don’t. And from that point I 
responded whenever I could to calls at 
night and day – away to events, major 
fires, all the sorts of things that happen 
and all of the experiences that amount to 
a vast collection of personal experiences. 
These are things that I will miss. But 
unfortunately I can’t do that anymore.
What are you most passionate about?
I am passionate about the environment 
and the world on the whole. I’m 
passionate about the very big things. I’ve 
studied physics and science all of my life 
and I look at the planet as a whole. And, 
of course, having got into permaculture, 
I realised that permaculture is something 
I’ve always known. I just had to read the 
book to find out that I always knew that. 
As a personal pursuit, I’ve always been a 
musician as well. Now that I’m retired, it’s 
very much a pastime of mine to go down 
avenues in the world of music and explore 
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and compose. I’m always surprised with 
the things that come out of my brain and 
what I end up with. And what I end up 
with is usually often not what I think I’m 
going to end up with. It goes over there 
instead of over there – that’s how it is.
Why do you love music so much?
I’ve always been a mathematician and I 
worked in the IT industry, so there’s always 
been a very strong link in the way I see 
things to music. There’s much music that I 
won’t learn particularly because I say that 
once I learn how to play something I’ve 
taken the magic out of it. So there’s a lot 
of music that I think is magical but I won’t 
learn how to play it for that very reason.
We know that musos love wine – what 
wine would you recommend?
Oh, Lake’s Folly. I’ve bought a case of 
Lake’s Folly every year for the past 27 
years or so, and I put it away for 10 years. 
And then I pull a case out every year and 
... well we missed a year, so we’re waiting 
for the 2010 vintage.
What will you pair the 2010 vintage 
with?
Probably, a second bottle.
What are you planning next? Any songs, 
any projects or trips away?
Ah yes, we don’t travel very much and 
there’s a side story. Last year our daughter 
came to us and said, ‘Why don’t we go to 
Germany and have winter in Germany – 
Christmas in Germany?’ And we thought 
that would be really fabulous, and then a 
week later thought, ‘She’s trying to get me 
to not go to the fire season. She’s trying 
to keep me away from the fire season 
and not respond to fires’. Then of course 
COVID happened and we cancelled all of 
that, so we didn’t go anywhere. We don’t 
travel a lot so it was a surprise. 

We are going to Brisbane in a few 
weeks’ time, and I’m going to learn 
from a wonderful woman how to teach 
permaculture. The first week involves 
the actual course on how to teach, and 
the second week is a national convention 
of permaculture people. All of the big 
names in permaculture will be there and 
I’m looking forward to meeting them.
Other than time in the studio, where 
else do you like to spend time?
I do like to spend a lot of time here in our 
garden. I haven’t in the past 12 months 
for various reasons. My goal was always 
to have a workshop to make stuff and a 
studio to write music and so on. But of 
course, as you can see, we live in a very 
lovely garden and whenever I can, I spend 
a lot of time here doing my part of the 
work around this house and so on.
If you could go back in time and choose 
whether or not to join the RFS, would 
you still have done it?
Oh absolutely. If I could take the hindsight 
that I have with me, then I would 
approach it differently of course. But I 
certainly enjoyed all the time that I spent 
with the RFS and the very interesting 
things that we did.
Is there a funny story from the RFS that 
you’d like to share?
Ahh several. We all know about the foam 
switch on the back of a fire truck. Ian and 
I and a couple of other people were up in 
the Blue Mountains, and fire trucks were 
coming and going at the staging area 
while we were there. One of the Gosford 
district trucks pulled up, and there was 
foam spewing all over the place. I took 
pictures, but I won’t say which brigade 
it was because lots of brigades have 
experienced mishaps like that. It was just 
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one of those moments when you go, ‘You 
forgot the foam switch’.
What’s an adventure you’ve had or 
a place you’ve visited that you’d beg 
everyone else to experience in their life?
I’m so tempted to say become a systems 
programmer in mainframes, but that is 
so obscure. I think there are grand places 
on the planet to see and there are grand 
things to do. Embrace music, embrace 
physics, embrace literature, embrace 
permaculture – that’s the new one – 
embrace the world of science and reality.
If you could only have one meal for the 
rest of your life, what would it be?
That’s an interesting consideration – do I 
want it to be healthy or do I want to be 
indulgent? Let’s go with healthy – I would 
say a vegetarian spag bol.
And if it wasn’t healthy?

No, I don’t think I’d actually want to do 
something that wasn’t healthy for the 
rest of my life. Perhaps the occasional fish 
and chips or pizza.
And lastly, if there was some advice you 
could give to your younger self, what 
would you tell him?
I’m a great fan of time travel stories so 
my mind just explodes at that question. 
However, I would say: ‘Step up a bit more, 
don’t be as reticent or wary as you were’.
On behalf of everyone in Matcham 
Holgate RFS and entire community, 
Cheers Graham. Thank you for your 
compassion, your lost hours of sleep, 
your care in every interaction, and your 
beautiful music. We’ll miss you at the 
brigade, but we’ll never stop seeing 
you and your impact on our beautiful 
community. z

Graham contemplating his next magical musical moment in his studio.
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDING SERVICES

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call Adam & Lisa Lock 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & attic stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

Matt Smith Electrical Services
Call 0412 391 438 matt@mses.net.au

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call Kieron 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Angela Rye Mobile Podiatry 
Call Angela 0407 062 672

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

Your Family Doctors at Erina 
602 Terrigal Drive, Erina. Call 4365 4999

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Call Joel 0407 458 929

LOCAL PRODUCE & WINE

BamVino – The Deli – Pizza & Wine
Shop 488 The Entrance Road. Call 4365 0064

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop, 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

PLUMBERS

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

PRIVATE CHEF

VIP Private Chef – ultimate culinary experience
Bookings/enquiries: Josh MacLucas 0416 261 436

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call Ethan Murphy 0402 574 616

R&B Tree Services – Central Coast
Call 0420 629 496

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

Lisa Harris Real Estate – Local knowledge
Call Lisa 0412 293 127

VETERINARY SERVICES

PetStock Vet
Call Erina: 4367 4066 or Gosford: 4321 0990

WANTED TO BUY

Wanted Old or Unwanted Ride-on Mowers 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197

WATER SUPPLIERS

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524

Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Advertising 369mcm@gmail.com
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RAINFALL REPORTS

This is an extended report as there is a lot 
to review – including a record-breaking 
2020 rainfall year for which there is a 
‘souvenir’ full-year 2020 Report for your 
reading pleasure.
2021 started well with two above-average 
months – but then all hell broke loose! A 
One-in-50-Year Weather Event that saw 
us get more than four months’ average 
rainfall in just 8 days!
‘We really appreciate your gift of rainfall 
Huey – but please mate, space it out a 
bit. Like that, it just goes to waste and 
causes damage. Maybe a different angel 
on output control?’
And then there was 2020! Record-
breaking on three fronts. This writer has 
been recording the rainfall from this same 
Holgate/Matcham location for 35 years – 
and reporting on it for 25 years. Up until 
last December, the highest annual rainfall 
recorded was 1825 mm back in 1998. 
But by 15 December last year, we had 
passed that total (Record No. 1). One 
wondered if we could reach 1900 mm for 
the very first time. By the 22nd December 
we had passed 1900 mm (Record No. 2). 
One then dared to think about reaching 
an unheard-of 2000 mm in the next 9 
days … and we did! An incredible 2006 
mm for the year (Record No. 3).
There was a major influence on our recent 
wonderful weather over the Spring/
Summer. We had a visit from La Niña, 
a lovely South American senorita, who 
bought with her very cool ocean currents 
all the way from the south-eastern Pacific 
Ocean. This brings us increased rainfall 

and cooler weather – and as a result, 
lessened bushfire risk to the East Coast of 
Australia, south of the tropics, and quite 
a long way inland. This was her only visit 
in nearly 10 years. At the end of summer 
she returned home to the Americas after 
her much-appreciated visit. 
So in Autumn we now have Neutral 
conditions with moderate ocean current 
temperatures. This should give us 
Normal/Average conditions, until we have 
either a welcome revisit from La Niña, or 
a most unwelcome (and far-too-frequent) 
revisit from her scruffy brother, El Niño 
– who sends very warm ocean currents – 
which results for us in less rainfall, higher 
temperatures, prolonged droughts, 
increased bushfire hazard conditions – 
and the resultant horrendous bushfires. 
(Think of the 5 years up to 2020.) La Niña 
is great! Neutral is OK. But if you see El 
Niño approaching – shoot on sight!
So – back to our 2006 mm rainfall year. 
What does that number mean in practical 
terms for we rural-living Valley folk who 
rely on Huey for an endless supply of pure 
water – as we don’t have (or want) that 
yucky town water when we can have the 
best for free?
All we have to do is harvest/collect it 
when it falls. So the ‘Magic Formula’ 
again: 1 mm rainfall over a 1 m2 area = 
1 litre water – and we can calculate how 
much water each hectare of our land 
received in 2020. 2006 mm x 10,000 m2 
= 20,060,000 litres per hectare. (0r, if you 
prefer, multiply that figure by 0.4047 for 
8,118,282 litres per acre.) More than we 
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would ever need. Even with our average 
rainfall figure of 1350 mm over 24 years – 
those numbers would be 13,500,000 litres 
per hectare per annum (or 5,463,450 
litres per acre). 
Still way more than enough! As said, all 
we have to do is collect and store enough 
of this heaven-sent pure liquid gold to 
fill our domestic, agricultural and fire 
emergency needs for an extended period 
of time. However, there was a disturbing 
sight at the end of November last year 
– when the water trucks could be seen 
plying their trade along our valley roads.
November was a below-average month 
with only 46 mm rainfall – but it followed 
a huge 299 mm rainfall month in October 
when all water tanks would/should have 
been completely full!
This probably means that some of our 
residents can’t even last a month on their 
full water storage without calling the 
water wagon. This is completely crazy – 
considering the excellent average rainfall 
we receive each year. 
So perhaps we should all go back to basics 
and examine what we need to be self-
sufficient, and whether what we have is 
able to deliver that. Let’s ask ourselves 
the following question: ‘Based on full 
tank(s) to begin, and only light following 
rainfall – could we last for 2 full months 
of normal everyday water usage, before 
having to call the water truck?’ 
If the answer is ‘no’, then we probably 
do not have enough storage (or enough 
collection area) – or maybe a bit of both! 
For storage area, call some roofing guys 
and see if they can ‘fiddle’ the guttering 
and downpipes to give more feed to the 
tank(s). 
Then apply the ‘Magic Formula’ to that 

collection area, consult the 24 Year 
Monthly Averages in this Report – and 
see if you have the tank capacity to 
store what you need before the tank(s) 
overflow. If not, add more tank storage. 
It’s very important to know exactly what 
your tanks can hold. If you don’t know – 
measure them. 
For instructions on how to do this, go 
to the Hall News website (http://www.
matchamhall.org/newsletter) and read 
the ‘Living On Green Acres’ article in Issue 
120 (Edition 3 October 2017). Since we 
live on rural land we don’t have Water 
Rates or Water Usage bills – those savings 
(plus reduced water truck bills) should be 
used to achieve water self-sufficiency!
But remember, use only these Reports 
in this newsletter for your local rainfall 
figures. When you search the Bureau 
of Meteorology website and type in 
Matcham, Holgate or 2250 you get their 
Gosford figures (which are actually from 
their Automatic Weather Station in west 
Narara) – and have nothing to do with 
our Valley location. For example, the 2020 
Gosford annual rainfall was 1724 mm. 
Ours was 2006 mm! 
And finally, you may wonder why we 
need plenty of water for the Firies - when 
we need them. A retired RFS Fire Captain 
advises that their large response tanker 
carries only 3000 litres – and their smaller 
vehicles only 1500 litres. They can pump 
those tanks dry with a single hose in 14 
and 7 minutes respectively. Therefore 
they depend on us to provide the water. 
For the Firies, always keep at least 10,000 
litres separately from the house supply 
for them – unless you have a swimming 
pool or dam they can pump from. z
Luv our Valleys!



34  3435  35

MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 24 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41 15 3 1096

2020 87 550 190 64 158 75 208 48 55 299 46 226 2006*

Year 2020 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 87 550 190 64 158 75 208 48 55 299 46 226 2006

To date this year 87 637 827 891 1049 1124 1332 1380 1435 1734 1780 2006

Monthly 24 yr. av. 111 177 135 145 125 153 82 82 68 94 96 82 1350

Accruing 24 yr. av. 111 288 423 568 693 846 928 1010 1078 1172 1268 1350

23 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2019

Monthly 23 yr. av. 112 161 133 149 124 156 77 83 69 85 98 76 1323

Accruing 23 yr. av. 112 273 406 555 679 835 912 995 1064 1149 1247 1323

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 8 14 15 8 11 13 12 3 6 12 7 17 126

To date this year 8 22 37 45 56 69 81 84 90 102 109 126

23 yr. monthly av. 8.7 8.9 9.2 8.7 7.3 9.1 6.2 5.6 5.2 7.0 8.4 7.3 91.6

From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary
Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 25 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41 15 3 1096

2020 87 550 190 64 158 75 208 48 55 299 46 226 2006*

2021 174 144 516

Year 2021 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 174 144 516

To date this year 174 318 834

Monthly 25 yr. av. 114 176 150

Accruing 25 yr. av. 114 290 440

24 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2020

Monthly 24 yr. av. 111 177 135 145 125 153 82 82 68 94 96 82 1350

Accruing 24 yr. av. 111 288 423 568 693 846 928 1010 1078 1172 1268 1350

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 12 17 17

To date this year 12 29 46

24 yr. monthly av. 8.7 9.0 9.4 8.6 7.5 9.3 6.4 5.5 5.2 7.2 8.3 7.7 92.8

From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary
Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.



MATCHAM HALL  
ANZAC DAY 2021

COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
SUNDAY 25 APRIL 10 AM

Please join us for our ANZAC Day service  
and brunch at the Hall to honour  

the sacrifices our ANZACS made for us

Brunch at 10 am, with traditional service at 11 am,  
followed by two-up and coin tossing


