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Please note: 
Our Matcham Hall Christmas Party  

has sadly been cancelled due to  
government covid-19 restrictions
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Welcome to our Christmas edition of the Hall News for 2020. 
Firstly, I’d like to congratulate my fellow editor, Rob Paratore, for his recent Community 
Service Award from Rotary for his amazing efforts in the publication of the Hall News 
for the past few years. Rob was pleased to accept this award on behalf of the past 
editorial teams, the many contributors, the distribution volunteers and advertising 
teams over the past 33 years of our newsletter’s existence.
We have put together a summary of some of those people in this edition.
Also in this edition, Meg reminds us about how you can support your local community 
by becoming a volunteer. The article from Graham at the local RFS provides one such 
opportunity to volunteer locally and get to support your local community. We have an 
interesting insight into the current Central Coast Council financial crisis from our local 
ward councillor, Jane Smith. Holgate PS student leaders provide an exhaustive update 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Matcham-Holgate Hall News is published three times a year – usually in April, July and November, 
although this year we were forced to reschedule our delivery dates due the COVID pandemic – and is 
delivered free to more than 700 properties in the Matcham and Holgate valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes towards the production of the newsletter and for the maintenance and 
upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall.

Just a short note to keep our community informed. At our recent committee meeting we 
reluctantly decided to cancel this year’s Christmas party due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Covid-19 has hit our community hall hard with a large reduction in hall hiring and we have 
had to cancel our regular Hall functions. We are hoping that 2021 will be a year of catch-up 
for us, and will greatly appreciate any help from our local community.
On a brighter note, this time has given us the opportunity to do some hall repairs and the 
pesky roof leak appears to have been fixed, so we can now repair the plasterwork inside. 
At our last meeting Bill Robinson presented some samples of acoustic lining products that 
we could use to improve the sound quality of the room and enhance our live music and 
amplified sound effects. I think this would also reduce the noise for our neighbours, which 
we are always mindful of.
As we were unable to have an AGM this year, we have checked with Services NSW and were 
informed that we can reschedule our AGM to take place in 2021.
I would like to take this opportunity to again thank my committee for the hard work they 
put in and to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 2021.

– Ken Gray
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Upcoming events in the Valley
Matcham-Holgate Produce Share
Second Sunday of every month from 10–11 am at Fires Creek Winery.
Come along to this community event to share your surplus produce, time, knowledge 
and skills, and promote a strong, resilient, healthy community.
No worries if you don’t have any produce to share – just make a donation to a local 
organisation that will be onsite. Admission is $5 per person or $10 per family (or 
whatever you can afford)

on the many 2020 programs activities at their school. Our rainfall guru Paul once again 
gives us the latest rainfall data unique to our local valleys.
Finally, our “Spotlight on a Local” focuses on an amazingly accomplished musician, 
Karina Moss-Hollands, who reflects on her years living (and performing) in Matcham 
and her life as a professional musician and teacher.
We are currently planning a performance by the Concertante Ensemble at Matcham 
Hall early next year once COVID guidelines allow us. Please check the attached link for 
information about this amazingly talented chamber orchestra: 
https://www.facebook.com/concertanteensemble/
Thanks to the Hall Committee for their ongoing support for this publication. Thanks 
also to the many contributors, advertisers and volunteer distributors. And a special 
thanks to Kwik Kopy for their ongoing support in printing this newsletter and especially 
for sponsoring the Xmas colour edition each year.
We would also like to send our best wishes for a speedy recovery to Ron Cremen, our 
Hall News advertising officer, who is currently in hospital. Get well, Ron!
We hope to see you at a non-virtual gathering at the Hall next year.
Stay safe and have a relaxing and Happy Xmas. 

– Mike Murphy
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Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: matt@mses.net.au
ACN: 112 261 631

Fire trail, Wambina Reserve



4  45  5

In late October, it was with great pride 
and pleasure that the co-editor of our 
Hall News, Robert Paratore, received 
one of this year’s Gosford City Rotary 
Club Peter Turnbull Community Service 
Awards at the East Gosford Regional Art 
Gallery cafe. These awards are made 
each year to outstanding community 
service volunteers who have performed 
meritorious, dedicated and inspirational 
community service. The awards were 
directed by the Hon. Robyn Parker, who 
is the Vocational Director of Rotary Club 
of Gosford City. 
The Hall News editorial team would like 
to dedicate this prestigious award to all of 
the editors of the newsletter over the past 
33 years, to all those who have helped in 
its design, illustration and production, 
and to all of our valued contributors and 
volunteer distributors who have helped 
to keep this valuable community resource 
alive and thriving.
Our heartfelt thanks also go out to all of 
the Matcham Hall committee members 
over the years and to all of those generous 
community volunteers for their tireless 

work in helping to maintain and operate 
our community-owned Hall.
Our thanks also go to Peter Clarke, 
manager of Kwik Kopy, our printer 
for many years. Peter is a member of 
the Gosford City Rotary Club and he 
nominated our publication for this 
year’s Rotary award. Kwik Kopy very 
generously sponsors the cost of printing 
our Christmas edition each year in colour, 
which is greatly appreciated by our 
community.
The Matcham-Holgate Hall News was 
first published in 1987 as the brainchild 
of co-editor Mike Murphy. The first issue 
was only two pages typed with a word 
processor, printed out on a dot matrix 
printer and then photocopied. 
Past editors include: Mike Murphy, John 
McTaggart, Elizabeth Smith, Keith Parker, 
Martin Veysey, Jim Gorman, Derek 
Garland, Bill Robinson, and John Duncan-
Watt. We apologise if we have left out any 
others who have filled this role, but thank 
you all for your selfless duty in helping to  
keep this publication alive. z

GOSFORD CITY ROTARY CLUB  
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 2020
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Bush Fire Prep this Summer?

1.  Protect your Property – Removing trees over 
or near your home reduces leaf build up in gutters and 
downpipes, also reducing fuel on the ground.

2.  Tree Safety – Selective pruning and/or tree 
removal can eliminate the danger of FIRE & STORM 
DAMAGE, preventing dropping limbs and branches onto 
you and your property.

3.  Tree Health – Regular tree appraisals can help 
preserve your green spaces.

4.  Proudly Central Coast for 25+ years.

Summer Specials
**** DECEMBER – FEBRUARY ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK 

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call Ethan Murphy
0402 574 616

Fully Insured – Free Quotes
*Optional

Habitattreeworks.com.au
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Council’s current financial crisis 
On 5 October, each Councillor received a 
phone call from Council’s CEO calling an urgent 
meeting for the following day. The news that 
Councillors received was that Council was 
in a serious financial situation and faced an 
immediate and serious liquidity issue. 
Earlier this year, Council had engaged Grant 
Thornton, a business advisory company, to 
assist in preparing our 2020/21 budget due to 
the likely impact of COVID-19 on our finances. 
Councillors were told that they identified 
issues that needed further investigation. DMB 
Consulting was engaged to undertake an 
independent financial review. This revealed the 
financial crisis that we are now dealing with. 
Two previous external financial reviews failed 
to reveal these problems. They were a Price 
Waterhouse Cooper report in 2019 and an 
Audit that was completed by the NSW Audit 
Office and finalised in February 2020. Separate 
to this, an Audit Risk and Improvement 
Committee (ARIC) has been in place since 
2017, which includes three experienced and 
independent members. They had not identified 
any issues related to the current financial crisis.
Local Council money is of three types:
•  Unrestricted funds – funds, including rates, 

that are used for services delivered by Council
•  External Restrictions – money that must be 

set aside for a specific purpose 
•  Internal Restrictions – money that Council has 

set aside for a specific purpose.
At first glance, it looks like money has been 
spent from external and internal restrictions for 
other purposes – without approval. It suggests 
that Council has not had enough “unrestricted” 
funds to cover expenses. 
Initially, the Minister for Local Government and 
Office of Local Government offered assistance 
(6/10/20) in working with Council to respond 
to the crisis; however, that assistance was not 
forthcoming. 

The Mayor also wrote to the Minister 
requesting approval for the use of restricted 
funds to respond to the immediate issues. 
My understanding is that the Minister did not 
respond to that request (16/10/20). 
Instead, on 21 October the Minister issued a 
Notice of Intention to Suspend Councillors. 
Our submission to the Minister demonstrated 
that Councillors were responding swiftly and 
appropriately to the financial issues that were 
revealed; however, the Minister proceeded 
with the suspension on 30 October.
I am disappointed that the Minister has made 
the decision to suspend Councillors. I welcome 
the Interim Administrator and look forward to 
the outcomes of his work. However, he does 
not represent our community.
During the period of suspension, Councillors 
are not paid, not able to use Council facilities 
or carry out official functions. We are still 
Councillors though. Over the next three months 
I will continue to talk to our community about 
our Council and changes that are needed. 
One of the topics of conversation will be the 
amalgamation. It may not be the source of 
all problems – however, it is appropriate to 
consider whether this is the right structure for 
our community. 
I will be interested to hear your views over 
the next few months. If you would like to be 
part of the conversation about the future of 
our Council – then please let me know by 
registering your interest at: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/future_council 

Lastly, I want to acknowledge that it has been a 
tough year for many. I hope that the Christmas 
and New Year period brings some happiness, 
hope and kindness leading into 2021. Merry 
Christmas!

– Councillor Jane Smith, Gosford East Ward 

Disclaimer – the views in this article are my 
own and do not represent the views of Council.

COUNCILLOR JANE SMITH’S 
MESSAGE TO GOSFORD EAST WARD
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We’ve been living in the valleys for over 
25 years now and I can’t remember a time 
when we’ve seen more real estate change 
hands. Something about the pandemic 
has caused reflection, reassessment and 
a reordering of priorities. Whatever the 
reasons behind it, we love that all of you 
have chosen our beautiful community as 
your new home. 
I write articles for this newsletter on a 
voluntary basis as part of my involvement 
in the community and in the hope of 
sending a little bit more permaculture out 
into the world. 
Permaculture is an ethically based design 
pattern for creating systems that increase 
ecological health while providing for 
human needs. Many people think of it as 
a type of organic food gardening, and it 
can be, but permaculture is much more 
than that. 
Originally developed by two Australians in 
the 1970s, permaculture has now spread 
across the globe and is practised in every 
country on earth. It’s used in settings as 
diverse as refugee camps in Uganda and 
rooftop gardens in New York. As a design 
pattern it’s been applied to homes, 
businesses and entire towns. 
At the core of permaculture are the 
ethics of earth care, people care and fair 
share. It’s not about living off grid in the 
middle of the bush somewhere. It’s about 
living in community with others in a way 

that doesn’t destroy our planet. With 
everything going on in the world right now 
it’s suddenly become much more popular. 
We have been providing permaculture 
teaching and consulting services for many 
years and we have never seen demand as 
high as it is now. 
We often hear people comment about 
how great the community is in our 
valleys. I agree with them, and also point 
out that community doesn’t just happen. 
It is a consequence of everyone working 
together to build it, usually with nothing 
to gain other than the benefits of living 
in community. Of course, once you have 
built community you come to realise just 
how substantial those benefits can be.
Part of our commitment to permaculture 
is building community locally. Living in 
community benefits everyone. Resources 
are shared and one person’s surplus 
becomes another person’s treasure. 
Strong communities are kinder and 
safer. When we know and recognise our 
neighbours, we also notice things that 
are out of place. Our local community 
has helped police to arrest offenders 
on a couple of different occasions. My 
favourite incident was a crook who 
had stolen a ride-on mower, along with 
someone’s treasured possessions. People 
tracked him via the community Facebook 
page and kept the police informed in real 
time. After he was arrested, the family 
sent out an appeal and the treasured 

MEG'S PERMACULTURE

Welcome to all our new residents!
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possessions he had dumped during his 
failed escape were returned to them. 
A series of dedicated and talented 
committees have transformed the 
Matcham Community Hall over recent 
years without sacrificing the charm 
of the original building. Before the 
pandemic, it was the venue for ANZAC 
Day commemorative services, and we 
danced to great local musicians at the 
August fund-raising nights and Christmas 
get-togethers. Here’s hoping we can all 
enjoy it again soon. The newsletter you’re 
holding now has been delivered to you by 
one of the local volunteers that supports 
the hall. 
The Matcham-Holgate Community 
Facebook page is administered and 
moderated by local volunteers. It regularly 
helps people find lost pets, avoid traffic 
snarls, stay updated with flooding and 
confirm that their NBN is as rubbish as 
everyone else’s. It has also been a great 
way for people to pass on unwanted 
furniture and building materials to others 
rather than sending them to landfill. 
If you’ve got something to give away, 
just photograph it and put it up on the 
Facebook page. If you need something for 
a project, post to the page and see what 
happens. The sister site, the Matcham-
Holgate Classifieds page is also run by a 
great team of volunteers and is the place 
to sell things or to promote your local 
business.
Our Produce Share is held on the second 
Sunday of every month at Fires Creek 
Winery, and locals give away their surplus 
home-grown food, plants, cut flowers, 
jams, pickles and sourdough starters. 
People who have nothing to share can 
make a $5 donation to a local charity 
instead. Although it only runs from 

10.00 am to 11.00 am, it has become a 
popular way for many of us to catch up 
once a month, and we can always head 
across the road to Bamboo Buddha if 
we have unfinished conversations. It’s 
run entirely on a voluntary basis, with 
Nadia and Francis O’Connell donating the 
beautiful venue. 
The Rural Fire Service has a station in 
Wattle Tree Road where the Matcham-
Holgate Brigade meets for training and 
maintenance days. It is run entirely by 
local residents and welcomes those with 
the mental and physical abilities to fight 
fires. There are also opportunities for 
support roles. Volunteers share their 
knowledge about preparing for the fire 
season via the Facebook page and at 
locally run workshops and readiness days. 
There are a number of Landcare 
and Bushcare groups in the valleys, 
although sadly the Council-funded bush 
regenerators have all recently been 
stood down as part of Council’s efforts 
to get back in the black. Some groups of 
volunteers are continuing to clear weeds 
and plant saplings to restore sections of 
our beautiful bushland. 
These are just some of the great local 
community events and services that help 
us to build connections, get to know one 
another and share the joy of living in 
this beautiful part of the world. I could 
go on to describe the amazing P&C 
committees at our local schools and the 
volunteer coaches and trainers who teach 
everything from ethics to art, and coach 
everything from football to horse riding. 
But I’m almost at my word limit.
So welcome! Thank you for choosing our 
home to be your new home and please 
consider becoming part of what makes 
our community great. Volunteers! z
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs
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Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation  
and wall mounting

Sound bar and  
home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 
0407 458 929 

Holgate

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524
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BIG JIM’S LAWN MOWING
0405 178 197

WE PERSONALISE EVERY JOB TO SUIT OUR CLIENTS

• CHAIN SAW WORK
• RIDE ON MOWER / LAWN CARE
• GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

HOURLY OR DAY RATES AVAILABLE

Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Hall Newsletter 
Advertising Rates 2020 

 (Note: these are annual rates 
for ALL 3 editions)

Full page $375
Half page $300

Third page $225
Quarter page $150

NOTE: Our Community Hall remains closed for all public meetings until advice from 
government health authorities indicates it is safe to reopen. There is restricted use  

for community groups. For all enquiries contact: bookings@matchamhall.org
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www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE

Summer Forecast 
The La Nina effect this summer predicts 
wetter than average conditions, and we 
can expect a relatively moderate summer 
season. But, as ever, please be aware of 
summer conditions and guard against the 
possibility of bush fire. 
Have a Plan, and Stick To It.
Volunteers 
Our brigade is very pleased to say we 
now maintain a membership of around 
25 qualified firefighters, with a number 
of people stepping up to join due to last 
year’s extraordinary fire season. 
As always, new members are welcome to 
join the brigade. 
Community and Social Media
The brigade has created its own 
Facebook page (see below), and we 
have a dedicated team of members 
implementing an ongoing plan of 
information for our community, through 
both the brigade page and the Matcham-
Holgate Community Facebook page. 
Our current theme is “ARE YOU 
PREPARED?”.
There has been a lot of real estate activity 
recently, with many newcomers to the 
Valleys. The brigade will be resuming our 
Welcome Door Knocking with information 
packages to all new folk, so if you see our 
trucks around we are most likely catching 
up with people. 

Awards 2019-2020 Fire Season
One of our members has received a NSW 
Government Community Service Award, 
for tireless above-and-beyond-the-call 
duty. 
Several members of the brigade 
have received commendations and 
memorial pins from the NSW Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian for active firefighting 
participation.
Pile Burning
If you are considering burning off, you 
must consult and abide by Council policy, 
which is readily available from the Central 
Coast Council website. For any type of 
proposed burning off, you are required 
to contact your local RFS brigade, and 
request that a permit be granted. Officers 
of the brigade are qualified to issue 
permits, if the situation satisfies a range 
of criteria.
For further information in the first 
instance, refer to the NSW RFS website:  
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.
Phone 4367 7563
https://www.facebook.com/
matchamholgaterfs/
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Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*

 

 

 

 

Professional services include: 
Tree Removal 
Tree Pruning 

Block Clearing 
Stump Grinding 

 
Phone 0420 629 496 for a no obligation free quote 

www.randbtreeservices.com.au 
Fully Insured 

ABN: 25 618 761 945 

Professional services include:
Tree Removal
Tree Pruning

Block Clearing
Stump Grinding

Phone 0420 629 496 for a 
no obligation free quote

www.randbtreeservices.com.au
Fully insured

ABN: 25 618 761 945

Now doing 
septic pump 

outs!

Get your system back on track and maintained correctly.

www.absolootseptic.com.au

02 4362 1060

For all things septic  
contact your local  

service agents!

• Quarterly Maintenance 
• Trenches and Irrigation 
• Repairs 
• Installations 
• Pump Outs 



14  1415  15

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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Karina Moss-Hollands is a graduate of the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music and completed her Master of Music 
Degree in 1993, majoring in violin performance and teaching. 

She is principal violinist and artistic director of Concertante 
Ensemble, the Central Coast’s premier chamber orchestra. 

Karina is Head of Program (Strings) at the Central Coast 
Conservatorium and has been a violin teacher, chamber music 

coach and student string orchestra conductor there for the  
past 27 years. She also gives regular solo recitals and chamber 

music concerts there. She is currently the Concertmaster of  
Symphony Central Coast.

Karina holds a Bachelor of Music in Violin at the Sydney 
Conservatorium, and a Master of Music Education in Violin 

Performance and Pedagogy.

SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: 
KARINA MOSS-HOLLANDS

What is your connection to Matcham 
Valley and what are some of your 
recollections about living here?
I’m from Lane Cove in Sydney originally 
and not long after I’d finished my studies 
at the Sydney Conservatorium, I was 
asked to come up to Gosford to lead 
the Symphony Central Coast (formerly 
known as the Central Coast Symphony 
Orchestra) and to teach at the Central 
Coast Conservatorium on Fridays. 

It was here that I met my husband, 
Mark Hollands, who led the cellos in 
the orchestra. At that time, Mark was 
an intern at Gosford Hospital before he 
joined a medical practice at Kincumber. 
He had just purchased a property on Oak 
Road at Matcham before the freeway 
was built and opened up our region. It 
was just a little ’70s cottage with a bit of 
land around it, and it was ideally centrally 
situated to get to everywhere on the 

Coast easily. It was our own 
bit of paradise!
So when we got married in 
1994, I moved from Sydney 
to Matcham and loved it. 
At that time, Mark had a 
little musical trio going that 
consisted of cello, piano and 
flute. I joined the trio and 
over time it sort of changed 
into a chamber orchestra. 
The piano and flute 
dropped out to do other 

Madeleine Easton, Karina and Bridget Bolliger at the Greenway Chapel
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things and the trio somehow expanded 
into a full string chamber orchestra that 
eventually morphed into the Concertante 
Ensemble, which has become the Central 
Coast’s very own chamber orchestra and 
has now been in existence for about 26 
years. The Ensemble has a core of 11 
players, who are bound together by a 
common vision – to bring exceptional 
quality chamber music with local, 
Australian and international 
performers, to local audiences. 
For a few years, we held regular 
concerts at our Oak Road property. 
However, as our kids were born 
and grew, it was too much bother 
rearranging our house for one 
evening to accommodate the 
concerts. So we started to hold our 
concerts elsewhere at venues on the 
Coast and in Sydney. 
We used to stage concerts four 
times a year, and people had to park 
wherever they could. We often had 
up to 70 cars parked on the grass, 
which resulted in some very boggy 
incidents during wet spells as our 
guests later tried to get out. Those 

were fantastic events, 
and we held them in 
our music room, which 
could accommodate 
100 people. While 
the acoustics were 
quite good in this 
room, there were 
no windows on the 
western side, so it got 
very hot inside. On hot 
days I can remember 
performing with sweat 
running down my legs. 
Our audiences built 

up by word of mouth to start with, and 
then we put together a mailing list where 
we sent out a newsletter to promote 
our concerts. Nowadays, of course, we 
promote our events through a targeted 
email list. 

Karina, Frank Celata, Catrina Hughes, Sally Maer  
and Peter Garrity

Karina, Dan Russell, Glen Donnelly and Caroline Hobbs  
at the Avoca Beach Picture Theatre
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We did it for the love of it, of course, as 
the revenue from events barely covered 
costs. The Ensemble consists of teachers 
from the Conservatorium, and friends 
from the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, 
the Australian Chamber Orchestra and 
the Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra.
We could seat up to 100 people at our 
concerts. I bought 100 folding chairs from 
Fantastic Furniture that we would lay out 
in 15 rows. The performers, of course, all 
had to stand to fit into the space!
Nowadays, we mostly play at the 
Greenway Memorial Chapel in Green 
Point. This lovely chapel has wonderful 
acoustics and is situated in such a 
beautiful setting. The amazing thing 
about chamber music is the close 
interaction that the players can achieve 
with the audience, which the setting at 
the Greenway Chapel certainly provides.
I have so many memories of life in the 
valley. Our dog encountered red-bellied 
black snakes and had to be revived a 
couple of times. However, we don’t miss 
the regular flooding along Oak Road 
whenever it rained heavily.
We regenerated our creek system riparian 
zone. We got a Council grant and planted 
300 trees, and pulled out masses of 
lantana and honeysuckle and privet. The 
bush regenerators that we called in had 

worked on Rumbalara Reserve, and they 
said it was the worst weed infestation 
that they had ever seen. These were the 
days before the EPA laws came into being; 
and so we had a pizza and pyromania 
night where we made five huge mounds 
of privet and other debris that we had 
pulled out, and then we torched them!
Our kids all went to Green Point Christian 
College. We had three children – Lucas, 
Felix and Dominic – and my eldest has 
just finished his first year at Charles Sturt 
University where he is doing a Bachelor 
of Media in Film, Television and Radio. 
Our second son is enrolled in DALE School 
at St Phillip’s Christian College, which 
suits his needs well. Our youngest son, 
Dominic, is 12 and he is in Year 7 at Green 
Point Christian College.
Along with my passion for music, I hold 
deep religious beliefs and I am an Elder at 
Terrigal Uniting Church, the church where 
Mark and I were married.
About five years ago, we moved out of 
Matcham Valley to our current home 
in Saratoga. We do miss our wonderful 
Matcham neighbours, the Fortmanns and 
the Beasleys, although we are still close 
friends with them.
What was your introduction to music?
I grew up in Lane Cove and neither of 
my parents was particularly religious 
or musical for that matter. But they 
were very supportive of my interests as 
they developed through my formative 
years. At Lane Cove Public School they 
had a fantastic music education and 
instrumental program. My teacher Gillian 
McIntyre was a great inspiration and we 
keep in contact to this day. Quite a few 
of the kids from that school went on to 
the Conservatorium High School, and I 
was part of the Saturday program at the 
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Sydney Conservatorium, which basically 
nurtured kids who were passionate about 
music. So you had really great teaching 
ensembles in chamber music right from 
the get go.
I’m really lucky that I can do the same up 
here at the Central Coast Conservatorium. 
We run a Saturday strings program that is 
very similar to the program I experienced 
in my youth.
A potted history of my musical journey 
is basically: I graduated from the 
Conservatorium High School, got into the 
Sydney Conservatorium to study to be a 
musician, but then thought that perhaps 
I would rather be a scientist. So I did 
Science/Law for a year but found that I 
couldn’t do music at the level I wanted. 
I went back to music and attained my 
Bachelor of Music degree, and then went 
on to do a Masters in Music Performance 
and Pedagogy, because I always wanted 
to teach as well as perform. 
While studying for my Masters, I was a 
casual member of the Australian Chamber 
Orchestra for two years.

Tell us more about how you came to the 
Central Coast Conservatorium of Music 
and any latest developments there?
As I mentioned earlier, in around 1992 
I was invited to come up to lead the 
Symphony Central Coast and to teach 
at the Central Coast Conservatorium on 
Fridays. Having babies played havoc with 
my ability to teach while they were infants, 
but in between kids I was able to go back 
to teaching for substantial periods.
I am currently full-time Head of Strings 
at the Conservatorium and I remained a 
member of the orchestra for the whole 
time, even during the baby years. I was 
Concertmaster of Symphony Central 
Coast up till I had my babies, and then 
had to take a back seat, before resuming 
the post when my children were older. 
The Conservatorium has recently 
purchased 35 new instruments, including 
three Guadagnini viola copies,  with funds 
donated by Gary Stavrou, who formerly 
ran the Balmain Sinfonia. Unfortunately, 
the instruments at the Con were not the 
best quality, and we’ve been struggling 
to make the most of what we’ve got. So 
now we can look at replacing them with 
quality instruments that will enhance 
the practice and performance of our 
students.
Are there any particular performances 
or musical collaborations that stand out 
in your memory?Peter Garrity, Catrina Hughes, Karina, Frank 

Celata and Sally Maer
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This time last year, I performed the 
Brahms Double Concerto for Violin and 
Cello with the Symphony Central Coast, 
and for me it was a privilege to play such 
an extraordinary work. It took a whole 
year of preparation for it. This piece 
is not only technically difficult, but its 
interpretation is also challenging, and the 
two solo instruments are really one voice 
with the orchestra, which adds more 
complexity.
Also, with the Concertante Ensemble over 
the years we’ve had some extraordinary 
people play with us, such as Erin Helyard, 
who is a local from Erina. He is now 
internationally renowned and runs the 
Pinchgut Opera. Erin is a local boy who 
has gone on to become a world authority 
on the harpsichord. I remember that 
many years ago we did a performance 
of Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 
for Harpsichord, Violin and Flute at the 
Kincumber Chapel when Erin was fresh 
out of high school, and he just ripped into 
this work with extraordinary talent. 
Then two years ago (twenty years after 
that first performance), we played 
that same work again with him and it 
was incredible to bookend these two 

performances – one at the beginning 
of his career and the other at the 
height of his career. 
My musical career has allowed me 
to develop personal friendships with 
some incredibly talented musicians. 
For example, the year before Lucas 
was born, I went to study in Vienna 
to undertake some Master classes 
and I met Dutch violinist Berent 
Korfker, who at the time was a 
student of Professor Zakhar Bron, 
who is recognised as one of Europe’s 
most renowned violin teachers. 

Berent subsequently was appointed as 
the official teaching assistant to Professor 
Bron and then his career took him on to 
Professor of Violin at the Royal College 
of Music in London. We managed to 
get Berent to come out to Australia to 
perform with us, and in the process he 
has become a very good family friend.
Performing requires a high level of physical 
fitness, and so after my youngest was 
about three years old I wanted to get back 
into shape. I wanted to be able to continue 
playing chamber music with top-level 
Australian performers, and I realised that 
I really needed to get myself into shape if 
I wanted them to perform with me. So I 
took myself off to London and my friend 
Berent became my teacher and coached 
me for three weeks. I practised for eight 
hours a day. This was the first time in many 
years that I was away from my kids, and I 
was able to focus just on me. 
Since then, I have been able to invite many 
top-level performers from the Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra, such as Neal Peres 
Da Costa, Madeleine Easton, Erin Helyard, 
Bridget Bolliger and many others, to 
perform solos with the Symphony Central 
Coast or the Concertante Ensemble. 
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These musicians love playing with us, and 
we’re all professional players, but I guess 
the point I’m trying to make is that I was 
able to get myself back into shape to be 
able to perform with these artists.
My physical fitness regime includes video 
exercise and dance, some resistance 
training, as well as sprint training and 
running every Wednesday at the Skillion. 
A typical Wednesday for me would be 
wake up at 5:10, do my sprint class, do 
my teaching at the Con, then orchestra 
practice, and I finally get home about 10 
o’clock at night. Having kids has made me 
get a lot better with the time management 
required for my music practice and my 
responsibilities as a mum. 
What are your musical aspirations for 
the future?
The Concertante Ensemble did receive a 
Council grant last year that we haven’t 
been able to use yet due to the impact 
of the COVID pandemic. So our plan 
for the future is to incorporate musical 
education along with performance, and 
we want to target three different areas: 
we are going to do a Schools Concert for 
primary school kids at the Wyong Art 
House; for secondary school kids we are 
going to stage some master classes; and 
for tertiary kids we are going to 
invite them to perform with us 
and mentor them. 
This past year has been really 
difficult for musicians, and no 
doubt for many others in our 
community. It’s like someone has 
ripped out your heart and you 
are just operating on autopilot. 
The arts community contributes 
so much to Australian society and 
the economy, but it has received 
so little in federal government 

emergency funding or handouts 
compared to other industries, and it has 
been virtually left to hang out to dry. Many 
people in the arts have been struggling to 
survive day to day, and they don’t have 
the time or energy to wade laboriously 
through applications for grants and so 
on, which often have so many strings and 
conditions attached to them that they are 
impossible to understand. Our Central 
Coast orchestra has been decimated 
during these difficult times. When you 
compare our Australian government’s 
response to the funding crisis in the arts 
sector with the German government’s 
approach, for example, you can see that 
the German arts and music programs are 
all up and running again.
One aspiration that I am focused on is my 
involvement in Concertante Ensemble 
Inc., a registered charity whose mission 
is to conduct quality series of classical 
music concerts and invite national and 
international artists to play with us in 
this region. This will help to ensure that 
we remain a valuable cultural asset to 
the regional area in which we operate. 
We also conduct a small amount of 
educational activities in mentoring up-
and-coming artists to get some work 
experience by playing in our ensemble. z

Karina with Concertante Ensemble member Caroline Hobbs
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This term at Holgate Public School we have had many opportunities, even with COVID-19 
restrictions. Even with the guidelines our school came up with many ways to still have fun 
together. 
Sport
In Term 4 we finished off the year doing cricket! We had some incredible instructors 
teaching us to be brilliant cricketers and I think some of us have mastered and enjoyed it.
Cross Country
Cross Country was a wonderful after being postponed for 7 months. Everyone was cheering 
and there was great determination and sportsmanship, unfortunately no parents were 
allowed.
Healthy Harold 
All of the classes had a different subject to learn. Such as KDN did My Body Matters, 
K/1R Harold’s Friendship, 1/2P Growing Good Friends, 2/3B did All Systems Go, 3/4W did 
Cyberwise and 5/6B and 5/6N did Relate, Respect and Connect.
Inflatable Fun
One of the best moments of the year was the inflatable obstacle course! It was so much 
fun; everyone enjoyed it. It was undertaken across the whole oval and it was gigantic in size. 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL

The following Holgate Public School report is brought to you by  
our School Captains Isabella Ross and Nicholas Johnson

Dear Holgate and Matcham Community, 
We come together at the end of 2020 and it has been my absolute privilege to lead Holgate 
Public School and community through an unprecedented and such an unusual 2020. 
I’m so proud of our students, teachers, staff, parents and community – your resilience, 
flexibility and support given all the setbacks and restrictions of 2020, you have all risen to 
the challenge. 
2020 has seen all of us respond quickly and actively to online learning in only a few days, 
return to school onsite learning in a staggered approach, then return to full-time teaching. 
We made ongoing changes to all our operations and management in almost all facets. This 
has been a significant effort by many. However, our school stepped up and pushed through 
these challenges and we can celebrate so many successes. I would like to acknowledge that 
these successes have been a TEAM EFFORT.
Finally, our school wishes you all a happy and healthy break over January and a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Isabella and Nicholas our school leaders have written an article below regarding all the 
exciting and engaging opportunities that have happened at Holgate Public School this term. 

– Mrs Vanessa Gordon, Principal
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Mini Fete
The Mini Fete was so wonderful, the Year 6’s organised a fete and there were all these fun 
activities, such as sponge throwing, wheel of dares and many more. 
Excursions
All grades have engaged in Rumbalara excursions over the year. This term Stage 3 went to 
Putty Beach, and it was wonderful experience. We learnt about how important it is to look 
after our environment and the ecosystems of the world.
Erina Fair Christmas Tree Decorating Competition
The tree decorating was so fun! All students got to contribute to the project and some 
students were selected to be a part of the movie for the Erina Fair competition. Fingers 
crossed that we do well. 
Maker Faire
Due to COVID our school Maker Faire was unable to go ahead. So, the school came up with 
a special way to show our Maker Faire projects as a movie to the whole school community. 
A Maker Faire project is where all the classes have a different task to complete to show their 
S.T.E.A.M skills. K/DN had to help Humpty Dumpty’s sister not fall off the wall, K/1R made 
crystals, 1/2P made Aboriginal totem poles, 2/3B made junk bots from recycled materials, 
3/4W had 2020 marble Olympics, 5/6B created a sustainable city and 5/6N developed 
solutions for coastal erosion. We all worked painfully hard to make our projects. 
Auslan Choir
Since COVID-19 restrictions we made adjustments to our choir and have learnt AUSLAN 
(sign language).
Debating
Debating went online this year. Our Year 5 and 6 students loved competing against other 
schools. They all learnt something to improve their writing and confidence. They improved 
their rebuttals and arguments. 
NAIDOC Week
Anzac Day fell into NAIDOC week so everyone learnt about the Aboriginal culture and 
history during World War 1, which was a new experience for the students and the teachers. 
We played Yulungah games and we all enjoyed it!! We did some amazing art to go along 
with the theme, Always was Always will be.
High School Transition
The Year 6 students have gone to their Transition and Orientation Days for their High 
Schools and had tours and met new friends and teachers. As Year 6 leaders, we are excited 
but sad to be leaving for Year 7 2021.
CUBS
CUBS is a program where the Kindergarten 2021 students get a taster of big school. They 
are cute and ready for big school 2021. 
As school leaders, even with all the COVID-19 drama, we still have had a wonderful term. 
Year 6 will miss this brilliant school. z
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“On Time, Every Time.”

“Noisy pipes?  
Toilets slow to drain?

Leaking taps?”

0420 100 074
24 Hour Emergency Service

“Outstanding service  with integrity  
is our promise to you.”

 

ü
ü

ü

ü

24 hour emergency service for any plumbing situation.
We have the spare parts to repair your problem 
and get you up and running ASAP.
You need a reliable plumber that can fix 
the problem quickly and effectively.
Exceptional service to home and businesses 
on the Central Coast at an affordable price.

All Plumbing Work, Fully Guaranteed,  
FAST Service with NO-Mess!

fluidplumbingservices.com.au

DAVID MIKKELSEN

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

We’re Focused On You
We’ll help you get the 

solutions you need.

On-Time
We know your time is important 

and we’ll make the most of it  
24 hours a day.

Friendly & Courteous
After all, you deserve to be helped 

by a tradesman with manners.

Fully Stocked Vehicles
While competitors may waste time 

going to wholesalers,  
we have it inside our vehicles.

Small Local Business 
Family owned and run business that  

understands the value of each customer.

100% Satisfaction  
Guaranteed 

We’ll make it right.

FPL115 • COPP THIS GRAPHICS • 0431 456 186
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“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127 
59 Carlton Road, Holgate NSW 2250

lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au  |  www.lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licenced real estate agent & auctioneer

… with minimum 
advertising cost

SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD IN 5 DAYS
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde Road Diane Dunlea



28  2829  29

MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDING SERVICES

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call Adam & Lisa Lock 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & attic stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

Matt Smith Electrical Services
0412 391 438 matt@mses.net.au

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Angela Rye Mobile Podiatry 
Call Angela 0407 062 672

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

Your Family Doctors at Erina 
602 Terrigal Drive, Erina. Call 4365 4999

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Call Joel 0407 458 929

LOCAL PRODUCE & WINE

BamVino – The Deli – Pizza & Wine
Shop 488 The Entrance Road. Call 4365 0064

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop, 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

PLUMBERS

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call Ethan Murphy 0402 574 616

R&B Tree Services – Central Coast
Call 0420 629 496

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

Lisa Harris Real Estate – Local knowledge
Call Lisa 0412 293 127

TRAVEL SERVICES

On The Road Again Travel
Call Gayle 4311 9165

TRUCK RENTALS

Gosford Rent A Truck
Call 4324 6044 www.gosfordrentatruck.com.au

WANTED TO BUY

Wanted Old or Unwanted Ride-on Mowers 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197

WATER SUPPLIERS

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524

0407 668 689
Residential – Commercial – Industrial

Important Hall Contacts
Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Advertising rallyhire@gmail.com
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

We are open to talking with you about our strategies for the 
current market conditions.  

Call either of us for a confidential chat. 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 24 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41 15 3 1096

2020 87 550 190 64 158 75 208 48 55 299 46

Year 2020 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 87 550 190 64 158 75 208 48 55 299 46

To date this year 87 637 827 891 1049 1124 1332 1380 1435 1734 1780

Monthly 24 yr. av. 111 177 135 145 125 153 82 82 68 94 96

Accruing 24 yr. av. 111 288 423 568 693 846 928 1010 1078 1172 1268

23 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2019

Monthly 23 yr. av. 112 161 133 149 124 156 77 83 69 85 98 76 1323

Accruing 23 yr. av. 112 273 406 555 679 835 912 995 1064 1149 1247 1323

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 8 14 15 8 11 13 12 3 6 12 7

To date this year 8 22 37 45 56 69 81 84 90 102 109

23 yr. monthly av. 8.7 8.9 9.2 8.7 7.3 9.1 6.2 5.6 5.2 7.0 8.4 7.3 91.6

From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary
Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.

RAINFALL REPORTS



Holgate Public School students enjoying NAIDOC Day and 
making a movie for their Maker Faire.


