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Please note that our ANZAC Day commemorative 
service has been cancelled due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, in line with the Australian Government 
directive to avoid public gatherings because of 

health and safety concerns
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Message from the Editors
Welcome to our April edition of the Hall 
News for 2020. We hope that this issue 
finds you and your family safe in these 
difficult times.
In this issue, we have a wide range of 
historical articles, including a ‘Spotlight‘ on 
the history of the Terrigal Foreshore War 
Memorial. In addition, we cast our focus 
on two generations of locals who grew up 
in our valleys during different eras. Also, 
our roving reporter JDW has researched 
the history of Erina Heights Public School. 
We welcome EHPS to our local school 
reports. Along with our regular articles, we 
hope you enjoy this issue. 
Our report from Deputy Mayor Jane Smith 
outlines significant proposed changes 
to our local planning and development 
rules. I represented the Hall at a public 
meeting in February to discuss the draft 
Consolidated LEP/DCP for the Central 
Coast. We had planned to invite our local 
Councillors along to a meeting at the Hall 
to explain the impact of these changes on 
our area, but this will now not be likely for 
some time.
Feel free to contact Rob or myself by email 
at editor@matchamhall.org if you would 
like to make a comment or provide an 
article or just send some local photos of 
interest to our Valley community.

– Rob and Mike

Committee Report
Hall hire and scheduled events
Our community Hall has been closed for all 
use until advice from government health 
authorities indicates it is safe to reopen.

Our ANZAC Day Service/Brunch has been 
cancelled for this year.
Our Hall Annual General Meeting has also 
been postponed. New meeting date TBA.
Hall News advertising
We have changed our previous invoicing 
for Hall News advertisers to a pre-paid 
system for all THREE issues in 2020. If you 
wish to advertise in the remaining two 
issues for this year, you will be required 
to pre-pay. Please contact our Advertising 
officer at: rallyhire@gmail.com
This new invoicing system will make 
it easier for both advertisers and our 
advertising team. With a substantial loss 
from each issue due to unpaid invoices, it 
has been necessary to change our system. 
ALL ADVERTISERS IN THIS ISSUE HAVE PAID 
and we thank them for their generous 
support. Please support them in turn 
and let them know that you appreciate 
them supporting our community-owned 
Matcham Hall.
At our last Hall Committee meeting, 
we discussed starting up community 
discussion regarding future plans for 
our local community, such as road safety 
(including pedestrians and cyclists), access 
tracks to our COSS lands, lack of a local 
playground at Paul Oval etc. 
If you have any suggestions regarding 
any of the above issues, please forward 
them to editor@matchamhall.org. The 
community discussion may include a public 
meeting with our local Ward Councillors 
at Matcham Hall or a survey or feedback 
through our community Matcham-Holgate 
Facebook page. Further details will be 
posted in our next issue in July. z

COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Symphony Central Coast
Concert Two – Majestic Elegance
Sunday 21st June, 2:30 pm at the Performing Arts 
Centre, Central Coast Grammar School
Katy Abbott – Fast Ride in a Suave Machine
Mozart – Symphony No. 41 (Jupiter)
Brahms – Symphony No. 4
Noble melodies, passionate intensity, negotiating 
life with grace. Masterworks of architecture and 
argument. Mature, autumnal symphonies from 
Mozart and Brahms.
Plus Fast Ride in a Suave Machine from award-
winning Australian composer Katy Abbott.
Admission: Child $20 — Concession/Senior $40 — 
Adult $45

Hall Newsletter 
Advertising Rates 2020 
 (Note: these are annual 
rates for ALL 3 editions)

Full page $375
Half page $300

Third page $225
Quarter page $150

Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Matcham-Holgate Hall News is published three times a year – in April, July and November – and 
is delivered free to more than 700 properties in the Matcham and Holgate valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes towards the production of the newsletter and for the maintenance and 
upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall.
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Last year’s Christmas Party was held on 
Saturday December 7 and was lots of 
fun for everyone who attended. There 
was trivia and colouring in for the kids 
and Ellodie Perry painted up the kids’ 
faces once again. Santa arrived on his 
sleigh (aka the big red fire truck) and 
was welcomed by all the children of the 
Valley. A big thank you to David Glover 
and Rod James. 
The usual merriment was enjoyed by all, 
with some fabulous home cooking and 
great community spirit. The trivia was 
doable this year, much to everyone’s 
delight, and the results were very close 
with a battle for the prizes. In a break 
from recent tradition we had The Part 

Time band (pictured below) perform a 
range of Christmas carols and classics 
rather than music from a jukebox. 
Thanks go to our committee who helped 
put the evening together, as well as our 
sponsors – Gittoes and Sandra Miller 
Conveyancing – and the supporters of 
our lucky door and raffle prizes: Margaret 
& Murat, Christopher & Victoria, Gary 
Scholes, Drift Home & Living, Bamboo 
Buddha, Greta Fortman, Fires Creek 
Winery, Bee-U-tiful Honey, Graham 
King, Meg McGowan, Aubrey Brown 
Lawyers, Bob & Pam Alison, and Aspire 
Physiotherapy. z 

– Ingrid Osborn

MATCHAM HALL CHRISTMAS PARTY
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HISTORY CORNER
GROWING UP IN MATCHAM: 1930s–40s

Amanda Taylor (née Martin) shares an interview she recorded with her 
grandfather, Doylah Martin, as part of a school project in 1997. It offers 

some fascinating insights into the cultural and social aspects of everyday 
community life in Matcham Valley back in the 1930s.

Amanda: When were you born?
Doylah: I was born in 1930 during the 
Great Depression. There was very little 
money about and work was hard to get.
Amanda: What school did you attend?
Doylah: Holgate Public School. I started 
school in 1936. There were two classrooms 
with about 60 pupils. But during the war it 
was reduced to one classroom with about 
40 children and one teacher.
Amanda: What did you do for money?
Doylah: There was no social security as 
there is now. Instead we got food vouchers. 
If we were unemployed or had no money, 
they would get food vouchers which were 
exchanged at the shops for basic food 
items such as butter, sugar, flour, tea and 
meat. But no luxury items.
Amanda: How did you get to school?
Doylah: Everybody walked, or if they were 
really lucky they rode a bike.
Amanda: Did you ever get the cane?
Doylah: Yes, there were actually two 
canes: one was a thick cane for bigger boys 
or girls, and a privet cane for the younger 
children.
Amanda: What clothing did you wear?
Doylah: We wore hand-me-downs or 
clothes made out of remnants. We very 
rarely wore shoes at primary school.
Amanda: Where did you live?
Doylah: We were lucky because we lived 
on a farm, so we raised our own milk, 
butter and eggs.

Amanda: How was your house 
constructed?
Doylah: It was built on wooden piers. It had 
fibro walls and ceilings, with a corrugated 
iron roof. The bedrooms and kitchen had 
lino on the floor. The front and back door 
mats were corn socks.
Amanda: Did you have a radio?
Doylah: Early in 1939 before the 2nd 
World War we had the electricity installed 
and we bought our first radio, which was 
secondhand.
Amanda: How were things during the war?
Doylah: Things were still scarce during the 
war. Nearly everything was rationed and 
each person was issued with a ration book 
called coupons. They could only be used 
on maturing dates.

Doylah (left) with mother Delsie and brother Cyril.
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Amanda: Did it make any difference when 
Japan entered the war?
Doylah: When Japan entered the war our 
home defences became more serious. 
Strips of cotton material were glued 
across the school windows. This was to 
prevent glass from shattering in case of 
an air raid. At Holgate Public School zigzag 
trenches were dug on the western side 
of the school boundary under large gum 
trees in between clumps of privet to act as 
camouflage. Three rings of the school bell 
signalled an air raid. Many times while at 
play or in class our teacher, Mr Snowden, 
would ring the signal. If we were in class, 
the two rows near the western windows, 
i.e. 5th and 6th class, would jump out the 
windows onto the flower garden. The two 
middle rows, i.e. 3rd and 4th class, would 
climb out the windows onto the verandah 
and all would run to the trenches. If at 
play, a mad dash was made by all to the 
trenches.
Amanda: Were there many houses on your 
road?
Doylah: Our road was about 3 miles long 
and had about 35 houses, which were 
mainly on small rural farms. There are now 
about 105 houses in the same area.
Amanda: What did you grow?
Doylah: Vegetables, which were mainly 

beans, peas, pumpkins, potatoes and 
sweet potatoes. Fruit citrus, mainly navel 
oranges, Valencia oranges, Jaffa oranges, 
mandarines, lemons, and also small 
quantities of household fruits such as 
apples, plums, peaches (many varieties), 
nectarines and figs.
Amanda: Were there many vehicles?
Doylah: Only five on Oak Road before the 
war.
Amanda: What toys did you have?
Doylah: Not many, and those that we had 
were cherished and looked after. I had over 
a period of about eight years a tricycle, a 
pedal car, several wind-up toys and a cap 
gun. The rest of my toys were things that 
we made for ourselves or were made by 
older children, i.e. catapults, bows and 
arrows. The bows were made from the 
limbs of a lilly pilly tree and the arrows 
were made from the stalks of the Bubblers 
pea plant. In very wet weather we would 
roll up balls of clay, put them on the end 
of a Whippy stick and see who could throw 
the balls of clay over the tall gum trees. We 
also had marbles and spinning tops. Also, 
on wet days or nights we played dominoes, 
snakes and ladders or cards etc.
Amanda: Did you have any hobbies?
Doylah: My main hobby was stamp 
collecting, or philately, which I still do 
today. z

Doylah and wife, Frances, with their grandchildren.

Doylah surrounded by his granddaughters.
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HISTORY CORNER
GROWING UP IN MATCHAM: 1950s–60s

Peter Kennedy, a former valley dweller, reminisces about his time growing up as a child in 
Oak Road back in the 1950s–60s. His memories provide a revealing glimpse into valley life 
and the farming and timber cutting activities that took place in our local area at that time.

The Kennedys arrive in Matcham Valley
The Kennedy family moved to the 
Matcham Valley in 1928 from Broken 
Hill. My grandfather, Dick Kennedy, had 
bought 96 acres of land at the end of Oak 
Road and he built our house (now known 
as Acorn Acres) from timber milled in the 
local area. He hand-cleared the property 
to grow vegetables for the Sydney 
Markets.
Many families ‘did it tough’ in those days 
– clearing land, felling and milling timber 
to build a house, preparing the soil using 
a horse and plough and later machinery, 
digging dams, keeping birds and animals 
off the crops, hand-picking and then 
sending produce to the Sydney Markets.
Life on the farm
Our major crop was tomatoes, and we 
often planted out over 20,000 plants per 
season. We also grew stringless beans and 
cucumbers. We had an old Allis-Chalmers 
tractor and a three-furrow plough to do 
some of the heavy work. 
To get higher prices for early 
season beans at the Sydney 
Markets, we cleared a field of 
‘early ground’ on top of the 
hill overlooking Tumbi. We 
used gelignite to blast out the 
stumps. When cutting a track 
up to the top of the hill, a huge 
sandstone boulder started 
rolling down towards our house 

but fortunately stopped short. It was 
back-breaking work carrying 20 kg bags of 
beans downhill to load them onto a truck 
and send them to market.
Wallabies regularly devastated our crops 
and our house garden, so I was often 
forced to use my slingshot and later a 
single-barrel 22 rifle to discourage them. 
We had a blue collie/kelpie cross called 
Rowdy who also helped us to keep the 
wallabies out. Those wallabies were 
major pests.
We used to have travelling salesmen visit 
dwellings in the valley to sell different 
items. One day a local salesman called 
Horace Fearnside came to our front door 
where my mother stood terrified, trapped 
by a python curled up on the step. Seeing 
her concern, he picked the snake up by its 
tail, spun it around his head several times 
and let it fly, to land in the bushes across 
the road.
My father’s family were active members 
of the local Communist Party. Meetings 

My father, Dick Kennedy, driving our Allis-Chalmers tractor, with 
my mother, Beth, riding in the trailer.
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were sometimes held at the Ferneries 
and sometimes at our place. Because we 
lived at the end of Oak Road, we were 
fondly nicknamed the ‘Dead Enders’.
There were a lot of sawmills in this area 
at the time. The big one was Day’s Mill in 
Carlton Road – they cut a lot of local timber. 
Others were Clarke’s Mill and Howard’s 
Mill in Erina, Walker Brothers in Gosford, 
Spry’s Mill and Brownlees in Ourimbah, 
and Sterland’s over in West Gosford. There 
was a little mill at the end of Oak Road 
that operated for some time back in the 
1930s–40s. It was later refurbished by Joe 
Fearnside, who also worked a small diesel-
powered mill on the ridge, which we could 
hear from our house. 
Joe and Alan Brackenreg had an old 
draughthorse that they used to pull logs 
out of the bush. I remember one day 
when they mustn’t have been watching 
what they were doing while felling a tree 
and it tragically landed on the horse. It 
broke the horse’s back and they had to 
put down the poor beast. 
My dad later bought a short wheel-based 
Ford Blitz and converted it over to a 
logging winch with 600 feet of inch-thick 
wire rope. She was big, yeah. It ended 
its days out at Mangrove Mountain. Dad 
used to park it in what became the bus 
turnaround at the end of Oak Road and I 
remember playing around in that vehicle 
for hours.
Dad and his younger brother Dal used to 
walk over the hill over to North Wamberal 
Public School. Dad went on to high school 
and Dal ended up going to Erina Heights 
Public School. The Oxenbridge girls also 
went to Erina Heights and their dad 
spent weeks with a mattock and a shovel 
widening the track that they walked to 
school and clearing the lantana to make it 

a proper walking track. They used to ride 
their bikes over the hill. 
Cracker night (Empire Day)
Bonfire Night on the 5th November was 
one of my favourite times of the year as a 
child. We used to build a massive bonfire 
in the Deerings’ orchard and let off 
crackers and fireworks. Like most Aussie 
kids, the next day we would scavenge 
for any crackers that had not gone off 
and break them open to extract the 
gunpowder and make new crackers out 
of them.
I kept all my crackers in an old Arnott’s 
biscuit tin. One year a spark landed in the 
tin and set off all the crackers. We also 
used to make our own gunpowder from 
saltpetre, charcoal and sulphur. 
Childhood and primary school
There were no other kids living near us 
until I was about 6 years old, so I learned 
how to be self-sufficient and make my own 
entertainment. Then the Oxenbridges 
moved onto the block next to us, and 
they had two girls, Dorothy and Jill, who 
I became friends with. I remember they 
had a white cockatoo that would chew 
the buttons off your shirt if you got too 
close to him.

My cousin, Mary Fuller, astride a horse in front  
of our property at the end of Oak Road.
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When the Oxenbridges moved out, the 
Weston family moved in. They had some 
kids to go to the Holgate Public School. 
I used to travel with the Weston kids – 
Jennifer, Philip and Dorothy – picking 
up others along the way, in the back 
of a 30-hundredweight open Morris 
commercial truck – rain, hail or shine. 
We used to get a ride to school, but 
coming home was a different story – we 
had to walk. The Westons were farmers 
and it was impractical to drop everything 
at that time of the afternoon and go over 
to the school to pick up their kids. They 
would have lost too many productive 
hours. So we would have to walk home 
from school along Wattle Tree Road to 
what was known as the school track, which 
followed the PMG access for underground 
telephone cables through the bush, then 
we’d cross two old bridges, and turn left 
along Oak Road to our homes near the end 
of the road – a distance of over 7 km. I did 
that for quite a few years.
Then Frank Weston made a deal with the 
NSW Education Department where he 
used his Datsun ute with a canopy over 
the back of it to take us kids to school and 
back home. There would have been seven 

or eight kids in the back of that ute. It was 
a full load – standing room only. And that 
lasted all through primary school. 
Back then there would have been 
approximately 50 kids who went to 
Holgate Public School, with only two 
teachers. Mr McKenzie was the principal, 
and he taught the senior classes from 
third through to sixth class, while Mrs 
Tremaine taught kids from Kindergarten 
through to second class. There were 
only two classrooms at that time, and 
between them was the weather shed 
(now converted into the sports shed) that 
was built by my grandfather.
We used to have an old dog that used to 
hang around the school and pinch the 
kids’ lunches. Rebel was his name. He 
was an old red hound that came from 
somewhere nearby. The kids’ bags were 
left in the weather shed and Old Red 
would come along and sniff and open up 
the bags and steal our lunches.
We had no school uniform at Holgate 
Public in those days and I never wore 
shoes. In fact, I went barefoot all through 
primary until I started high school. 
We got up to a lot of mischief at school. At 
lunchtime, a couple of schoolmates and 
I would go down to the little dam below 
the school to muck about. We had built a 
raft out of a frame covered with tarpaper, 
and we used to get out in the middle of 
the dam, which belonged to the farming 
family that lived next to the school, and 
pole ourselves around. Somehow we got 
away with this mischief during school 
hours without getting caught. We kept a 
close watch on the time to make sure we 
got back to class in time. 
One day, I was on the bank acting as the 
cockatoo and keeping watch, because we 

Peter, aged 4, in 1954 walking on Oak Road,  
which appeared to be unsealed in those days.
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suspected that Old Mack (Mr McKenzie) 
was onto us. Anyway, the other two hit a 
snag out in the middle of the dam, and 
they came back to class soaking wet and 
had to explain how they got wet. 
Another time, you know that old building 
where the water bubbler used to be at 
the back of the washroom, there was a 
brick tank stand. We had made up a big 
cracker out of gunpowder and put it in 
and lit it. And bang, it blew a brick out of 
the tank stand. Old Mack came out and 
wanted to know what had happened, and 
we told him that a big car had come past 
and had backfired. Luckily, we had put 
the brick back into the gap before he got 
there. Oh, we got up to some mischief!
A rather ironic incident that I recall was 
when a representative from the Gould 
League of Bird Lovers visited our school 
to talk to the kids about the different 
birds. And what we had to do was to 
write down on the classroom blackboard 
all the different kinds of birds that we 
had spotted in our area. Anyway, we 
had a great big list of birds that we had 
identified. The representative from the 
Gould League handed out little badges 
and certificates to all the kids, which we 
were all pleased as punch about. When 
he came outside after having a cup of 
tea with Old Mack, one of the students, 
Bill Marks, who was a deadeye with a 
shanghai, knocked an old dove down off 
the side of the school, and it lay there 
flopping about right in front of the Gould 
League representative. I thought, here 
go our certificates, we’ll have to hand 
them back! (Most kids in those days had 
a shanghai, and I guess we had a different 
view from the environmental awareness 
that kids have today.) 
In my last year at primary school I joined 

the local Matcham-Holgate cricket club in 
the under-13s and moved up to the under-
16s. Ted Davis was our coach and we did 
reasonably well in local competitions.
Moving on to high school
When I started high school, I had a bike 
that I rode down to what was known as 
Pritchard’s Corner at the beginning of 
Oak Road, where we caught the bus to 
Gosford High School. There was a bus 
shelter there fortunately, as during my 
first year of high school we had 96 inches 
(2438 mm) of rain. It was an exceptionally 
wet year – raincoat on, raincoat off. 
We had to cross those culverts along Oak 
Road – the one near the Ferneries and 
especially the creek crossing near where 
the Ridges live. The girls would hitch up 
their skirts, and the boys would take off 
their long trousers, and then we’d push 
our bikes through the flooded creek. 
The water was often near up to waist 
high. You’d always keep your bike on the 
downstream side as you crossed and you 
could feel the bike slipping away with the 
force of the water.
I recall that there were little rickety 
wooden bridges at those locations before 
they got rid of them and put in those 
culverts. There was another one down 
near Day’s sawmill. I remember once 
seeing one of Robson’s earthmoving 
trucks that had broken through the bridge 
decking and was sitting nose up in the air. 
When I got into high school I found that 
I was not a bad rugby league player. I 
was pretty fit and played in the Open 
Weight Division for Gosford High. We 
did reasonably well against most of the 
teams we played. The ones who used 
to give it to us were the boys from Mt 
Penang Boys’ Home. They used to like a 
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scrap. Fighting was discouraged, but we 
learnt how to needle some of their better 
players so that they would react and be 
banned from playing.
Leaving school and entering the 
workforce
My sister Kerry also attended Holgate 
Primary and then went on to Erina High 
School where she did quite well. 
School isn’t for everybody though. I 
couldn’t wait to get out of high school. As 
soon as I turned 15, I went up to my old 
man and told him that I had had a gutful 
of school and wanted to leave and get a 

job. Initially, I took whatever local work I 
could get as a farmhand and so on. I next 
started to work at Lowes Sawmill, where I 
learned to drive machines. 
Then I worked with Harold Ward, who 
taught me how to drive the machines 
that pulled the timber from most of the 
ridgelines in this area. A lot of timber 
was felled in these valleys, especially 
cedar, which was much sought after for 
the better-to-do houses in the cities. The 
bush around these parts was subjected to 
great pillage and plunder.

Travelling around the local area
Before I got my first bike at age 7, I 
travelled everywhere on foot. Trips to the 
beach were a highlight, and we would 
make the long trek over the ridgelines 
through the bush when we wanted to go 
to the beach at Wamberal.
When I got my licence that changed 
things dramatically. I shared my first car 
with my mum. It was a Standard Super 
10, a little English car that did 55 mph in 
third gear. And then I started tinkering 
with an FE Holden that I had bought – 
it had a four-speed gearbox and a very 

fast motor. Only problem was, they’d 
get going but you couldn’t pull them up 
too well because they had rather narrow 
brake shoes. These cars would get up to 
over 100 mph and you’d put your foot on 
the brake and hope for the best.
I used to drive up to the Beachcomber 
Hotel at Toukley not long after the 
road up from North Entrance had been 
completed, and it became the local speed 
track for a while. I shudder to think about 
it now – we all know that alcohol and 
speed is a bad mix! z

Looking down from the ridgeline towards our house, showing the steep hillside 
ploughed and planted out with stringless beans.
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Recent events with regards to the COVID-19 
pandemic mean that priorities for everybody 
are being reassessed on a daily basis and 
resources adjusted to suit. In spite of this, 
where possible and appropriate, we also need 
to continue with the business of Council in 
serving our communities. 
I wanted to give you an update on the recent 
Council meeting held on 9 March, 2020 with 
regards to the draft Consolidated LEP and 
DCP. The Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 
and the Development Control Plan (DCP) 
are key planning documents that guide how 
development proceeds. The LEP has more 
legal force than the DCP – however both are 
important. 
On 23 November 2016, under the 
Administrator, Council resolved to proceed 
with consolidating the range of planning 
documents (seven in total) from the former 
Gosford and Wyong Councils into two. The 
final product from that process has caused 
a lot of concern, particularly in the former 
Gosford Council area. Many of the changes 
proposed were taking the planning controls 
from the former Wyong LGA and applying 
them to the former Gosford LGA. 
After a lot of conversations with local 
community and resident groups, I am pleased 
to say that the motion that I put forward was 
supported by the majority of my colleagues. 
In essence, the motion:
•  Supported the 550 sq m minimum lot size 

to be retained for the R2 (residential) zone 
in the former Gosford LGA

•  Supported the continuation of the setbacks 
for the residential zones in the former 
Gosford LGA

•  Defers the finalisation of the draft 
Consolidated LEP/DCP until after the Local 
Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) has 
been adopted by Council

•  Requires the development of Characters 
Statements for the former Wyong LGA 
(similar to those that exist for the former 
Gosford LGA)

•  Requires a consideration of the proposed 
changes to “permitted uses” in zones. The 
current draft LEP proposes to allow a range 
of permitted uses in the former Gosford 
LGA that were previously prohibited. I 
should note that many of these may be 
inconsequential, but it does need further 
consideration.

•  Requires consultation with our Council 
Advisory Committees

•  Requires a further report to come back to 
Council with proposed changes to align 
the draft Consolidated LEP/DCP with the 
finalised LSPS

•  Requests that the Mayor request a meeting 
with local Department of Planning staff, 
interested Councillors, the CEO and our staff 
– to discuss the range of strategic planning 
processes and the approach to taking these 
forward.

I want to thank all of you who have taken an 
active interest in these planning matters on 
behalf of your communities. 
Council is currently working in preparing our 
Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) 
which will set out the 20-year vision for land-
use in the local area, the special character 
and values that are to be preserved and how 
change will be managed into the future. 
I would ask that you continue to be engaged 
on these matters, through the consultation on 
the LSPS and also when the draft Consolidated 
LEP/DCP comes back to Council again. [I should 
note that it is unclear how the COVID-19 
pandemic will impact on the consultation 
process and timeframe.] z

– Deputy Mayor Jane Smith

DEPUTY MAYOR’S MESSAGE
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The power of perennials and 
perpetual annuals
A common misconception held by many 
people is that permaculture is the same 
thing as organic gardening, but it’s so 
much more. Our goal in permaculture is 
to cooperate with nature, and to create 
systems that increase ecological health 
while providing what we need. 
If you use permaculture to design your 
food garden you’ll have a lot less cost and 
work involved, because a permaculture 
system uses natural patterns to build 
resilience and productivity. 
The first thing people notice about my 
food garden is that it looks nothing like 
your average food garden. There are 
no neat rows of the same vegetable, no 
snail traps or insect baits, not even any 
permanent irrigation. There are flowers 
growing in amongst the vegetables, as well 
as a heavily pruned wattle for nitrogen 
and plants that repel or attract different 
kinds of insects. We also have food plants 
throughout the ornamental gardens.
Our zone one garden under the clothes 
line is only about five square metres, but 
we pull a huge amount of food out of this 
tiny space. We favour perennials over 
annuals because they will produce food 
year after year with very little help from 
us, and the annuals we do grow are tough, 
self-seeding varieties. Everything is chosen 
for its suitability to our local climate and 
conditions. We know which plants enjoy 
each other’s company and marry them 
up. We stack in time and space, so that 
food grows on the fences, at ground level 

and under the soil, and so we can harvest 
all year round. This garden is never empty.
Here are some of our favourite food 
plants. You won’t find most of these at 
your local nursery or hardware store and 
you may not have heard of some of them, 
but they are all worth growing.
Warrigal greens
This tough native is a great substitute for 
spinach and makes an attractive ground 
cover during summer. Just like all spinach 
varieties, the leaves are high in oxalic acid 
and too much in your diet isn’t good for 
you, so cut the leaves from the stems 
and blanch them in boiling water for any 
recipe that calls for cooked spinach. Small 
amounts raw are fine, just like ordinary 
English spinach. Warrigal greens grow 
easily from cuttings.
Land cress
This highly nutritious leafy green will 
happily thrive in sun or shade. Often 
incorrectly labelled as ‘watercress’ in 
supermarkets, this hardy annual is best 
started from seed, but once established, 
it will pop up year after year. It’s a pretty 
plant that we like to grow along garden 
edges. Longer lived than rocket, it has a 
similar taste and can also be cooked into 
curries and soups. 
Galangal
A perennial ginger that stays green all year 
and rewards you with occasional highly 
scented flowers that are traditionally used 
to flavour rice. The rhizome is used in Thai 
food instead of ordinary ginger and has a 
more fragrant flavour. I find it’s a great 
substitute for ginger in any recipe and it’s 

MEG'S PERMACULTURE
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particularly tasty in curries. It grows from 
offsets (lumps of the root), but be careful 
to always leave a pink growing tip when 
you harvest or you’ll kill it. It looks great 
in any tropically themed garden or beside 
the swimming pool. 
Pumpkins
So easy to grow that many people have 
them coming up as volunteers (i.e. a plant 
that grows on its own), particularly if you 
have a compost heap. Pumpkins thrive 
in our climate and are easily grown from 
the seeds of any pumpkin you have in 
the kitchen. They need plenty of space 
and provide good shade to the soil under 
fruit trees. Grow them with beans and 
corn for the traditional ‘three sisters’ 
guild, or let them ramble over pergolas 
and fences. Check out Diggers online for 
a dazzling selection of heirloom varieties. 
Harvest pumpkins with a good long bit of 
stem and they will store well for several 
months without refrigeration. 
Cherry tomatoes
Forget staking, spraying and worrying 
about birds and possums when you 
choose tiny tomatoes over their larger 
cousins. Cherry tomatoes will happily 
sprawl across the ground, putting down 
adventitious roots into the soil to increase 
their productivity. They can be picked 
green and ripened on the kitchen bench. 
We have one growing on the balcony 
railing that gets ‘trimmed’ by a friendly 
possum. He eats from the shoots at the 
base of the plant and we harvest the fruit 
growing on the veranda. There’s always 
plenty to go around. Let your preferred 
variety get over-ripe and squeeze the 
seeds onto some paper towel or just wait 
for them to pop up from last year. They 
will need warm soil to germinate.

Macadamia
Surely one of the most energy-efficient 
additions to any garden, the macadamia is 
a beautiful small tree, now available with 
spectacular pink blossoms. The nuts are 
a great source of protein and healthy oil, 
but invest in a good nutcracker or you’ll 
use too much energy opening them.
Madagascar bean
This beautiful climbing bean has delicious 
edible flowers, but make sure you leave 
some to develop into the large, furry green 
pods that can be steamed and eaten like 
edamame or left to dry on the vine. The 
dried seeds are a large, nutritious legume 
that stores well and can be added to soups 
and stews, or cooked as giant baked beans. 
Plant it once and you’ll harvest beans for 
years. Best grown from seed.
We are fortunate to live in an area with 
rich agricultural soil and wonderful 
growing conditions. Even a couple of food 
plants tucked into your system will save 
money, time and energy. If you wind up 
with more food than you need, you can 
always share your surplus with neighbours 
on the second Sunday of every month at 
our Produce Share. Everyone is always 
welcome and you might just pick up some 
of the plants I have mentioned for free. z

Galangal root
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Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs
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SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: 
TERRIGAL FORESHORE WAR MEMORIAL

The Terrigal Foreshore War Memorial at 
Terrigal Beach actually consists of two 
memorials: the Terrigal Beach RSL War 
Memorial and the Erina District War 
Memorial. 
The Terrigal Beach RSL War Memorial, 
which consisted of a sandstone obelisk, a 
flagpole resting on a raised platform and 
a sandstone wall, was originally located to 
the east of Terrigal Life Saving Club. It was 
subsequently moved to its current site on 
the foreshore in 2001, close to where an 
iconic picnic shelter once stood. 
The site was reconstructed in 2018–19 to 
accommodate the relocation of the Erina 
District War Memorial, and the memorial 
was rededicated on 25 April 2019 in 
memory of all men and women, and their 
families, who have dedicated their lives to 
serve Australia in conflict and in peace.
The Erina District War Memorial was 
originally constructed at the junction of 
The Entrance Road (now Central Coast 
Highway) and Terrigal Drive on the hill 

below St Philip the Deacon Church of 
England and was unveiled on Armistice 
Day, 11 November 1923. It was erected 
to commemorate the loss of soldiers 
from the Erina District (encompassing the 
localities of Erina, Matcham, Wamberal 
and Terrigal) during World War I. (Note: 
in 1986 the old church was relocated to 
Linton Gardens, Somersby, where it now 
serves as a wedding chapel.)
The prime motivation for the creation of 
the war memorial was a letter received 
by Erina Shire Council in the winter of 
1920 from the NSW State War Trophies 
Committee, which offered two captured 
German machine guns to the Erina District 
provided that the artillery were suitably 
housed. The Erina District War Memorial 
Committee was thereby established, 
headed by two local headmasters, Walter 
Herbert Weiss (Erina Heights Public School) 
acting as President and George Anderson 
Walpole (Woodport Public School) acting 
as Secretary. (Note: see “The Other Valley 

Photo:  
Michael Tabone
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School” on p. 26 for additional historical 
background on Walter Weiss.) 
In order to receive the coveted artillery, 
the people of Erina Shire raised £150 
through various methods such as sports 
days and subscription lists to purchase a 
small portion of land adjoining St Philip’s 
Church at the junction of The Entrance 
Road and Terrigal Drive. 
Local architect Richard Shute, of Point 
Clare, designed the iconic rotunda-style 
memorial. Sydney engineers William 
Adams & Co. altered Shute’s designs 
to accommodate the use of reinforced 
concrete. A local plasterer and concreter, 
James George Martin of Erina, was 
contracted to supervise the memorial’s 
construction and he acted as the overseer 
on numerous working bees to keep 
construction costs under budget. 
Ten local WWI veterans are recorded 
upon the Erina District War Memorial: 
Arthur Banks (Matcham), Cyril Martin 
(Matcham), Frank Ritchie (Wamberal), 
Frederick and Erle Weiss (Erina), Albert 
Bean (Erina), John and Michael Farrell 

(Wamberal), Victor McKenna (Erina) and 
Clarence Wright (Erina).
The Erina District War Memorial was 
relocated from its original site due to 
roadwork upgrades and expansion in 
1985. From 1986 to 2018 the monument 
was sited on vacant land at the Salvation 
Army Citadel, on The Entrance Road, 
Erina. It was rededicated on 6 August 1986 
to commemorate those personnel lost in 
all conflicts up to the Vietnam War. It was 
subsequently relocated to the Terrigal 
foreshore in 2018 as the Woodport site 
was required for the construction of a 
new church.
The original centrepiece plinth consisting 
of a cross, helmet and rifles sculpture 
disappeared over time and was replaced 
with a new sculpture ‘Brothers in Arms’, 
which was created by Central Coast artist 
Leasha Craig. It represents two soldiers 
of the Great War assisting one another in 
combat. It is symbolic of the unique bond 
of mateship and teamwork between those 
who serve together in times of conflict and 
in peace. It is also symbolic of the brothers 
from our local community who lost their 
lives in battle during the war. z

Unveiling of the Erina District War Memorial on 
Armistice Day in 1923. St Philip the Deacon Church 

can be seen in the background.

Erina District War Memorial after its relocation 
to the grounds of the Salvation Army’s Woodport 

property at Erina.
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Memorial plaque showing the names of 
local men who lost their lives in WWI.

Unveiling of Erina District War Memorial on 
11 November 1923 by Colonel Vernon DSO. 
Pictured in the back row (at right) is Walter 

Herbert Weiss, Principal of Erina Heights 
Public School, whose sons Bombardier 
Erle Victor Weiss and Private Frederick 

Alfred Weiss were killed in the war and are 
commemorated on the Memorial.

Central Coast artist Leasha Craig’s powerfully moving 
sculpture ‘Brothers in Arms’, which is now the centrepiece  

of the Terrigal Foreshore War Memorial.
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Erina District War Memorial in its original location at the intersection of The Entrance Road and 
Terrigal Drive. Photo: Gwen Dundon, circa 1970.

At right and below: Preparing to dismantle 
the war memorial prior to its relocation to 
the Salvation Army site at Erina.
Photos sourced from the Gostalgia: local 
history from Gosford Library website.
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Tree Work in Autumn?

1.  Enjoy More Light – Pruning trees INTRODUCES 
amazing new light and space into your property. Make 
the most of the SUN through the cooler months.

2.  Feeling Safe – Selective tree removal can eliminate 
DANGER of STORM DAMAGE, BUSHFIRE, DROPPING 
LIMBS and BRANCHES onto you and your property.

3.  Protect your Property – Wet ground and wind 
can make trees unstable. Crown reduction and canopy 
balance can also save trees from failing in the ground.

4.  Proudly Central Coast for 25+ years.

Autumn Specials
**** MARCH – MAY ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS 

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call John Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced Qualified Arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

*Optional
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Erina Heights Public School is an amazing 
place to be. I mean – the trees, the people, 
the school environment are just electric. 
The school has such an interesting 
history. The school was founded in 1873 
and was open only two days a week back 
then. Erina Heights has now changed to a 
school geared for the future but it still has 
the old school look. 
The students love coming to school and 
being involved in all the activities: like 
Wakakirri, Junior and Senior Choir, PSSA 
sports and so much more.
Our new Student Leader Program has just 
started and it’s progressing amazingly 
well. This program involves trained Year 
Six students running activities for other 
children at recess or lunchtime. It’s been 
having some amazing results; always a 
smile everywhere you look.
We have just received our brand new 
soccer goals, which seem to be a big hit 
with the kids.
Erina Heights is an amazing place to be. z

The following inaugural Erina Heights Public School report is brought 
to you by our Student Communication Minister, Immi

ERINA HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL
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THE “OTHER” VALLEY SCHOOL

For the 33 years that the 
Matcham-Holgate Hall News 
has been circulated to Valleyites 
it has contained a report on 
Holgate Public School (HPS). 
However, in May 1873, 55 years 
before Holgate Public School 
was opened, another school 
started up in Erina Heights on 
what is now called Serpentine 
Road in a section then known 
as ‘Moscato Valley’. This is 
where most Valleyite/Ridgeway 
children went to school before 
1928; those in Free Settlers 
Road (now Matcham Road) 
continued to go there after 
1928 (and still do!). 
In 2023 Erina Heights Public School (EHPS) 
will celebrate its 150th anniversary. This 
newsletter will now hopefully publish both 
HPS and EHPS reports, cementing 147 years 
of continuous educational service to our 
valley community.
I first became interested in this educational 
history after reading some of the accounts 
of students who had gone to EHPS in past 
editions of the Hall Newsletter as well 
as reading the 56 page EHPS Centenary 
Celebrations ‘Souvenir’ booklet put 
together for the Centenary (May 5th, 1973).  
The school moved to its present location 
after the 5-acre site was purchased by the 
School Board in 1891. The original slab 
building with bark roof and rounded timbers 
became a stone building which opened in 
1892 with one teacher, Jane Coulter, and 40 
pupils. Jane Coulter remained there for 36 
years until she died in 1909. 
Angus Rose replaced her until, in 1914, he 
in turn was replaced by Walter Weiss (who 

had been teaching at Glendon 
Brook school in the Singleton 
area since 1894).  The Weiss 
family purchased Angus Rose’s 
house adjacent to the school 
on Brooks Hill. Walter, his 
wife Amy, his eldest daughter 
(Grace Tulloch nee Weiss), and 
their lodger (Kathleen Loane) 
were the teachers for the 60 
pupils. By 1929 when Walter 
retired, Walter’s second 
daughter, Lorna, had joined 
the teaching staff to replace 
Amy (who had died in 1925); 
there were 120 pupils.
I have had a chance to catch 
up with Grace Tulloch’s 

granddaughter, Lesley Barry (née Tulloch) 
regarding the Weiss family history in the area. 
I was also alerted to the rich relationship 
between the Matcham Road families and 
the school by former Warin Road resident 
(and long-time Hall Newsletter clock and 
watch repair advertiser) John Buckingham.
When Angus Rose took over the school, 
pupils started at age 7 and usually left at 
14 (there wasn’t enough room for younger 
or older children!). Angus Rose introduced 
many new activities including a vegetable 
and flower garden (planted and maintained 
by students), tree planting and added 
‘sporting equipment’. With the shift from 
timber felling and milling to orchards and 
vegetables often Valley children would be 
kept at home during harvesting periods. 
Walter Weiss organised school concerts 
using his own large verandah as a stage with 
“coloured carbide lights and Chinese paper 
lanterns decorated the trees near the house 
… and these concerts were sometimes 

Walter Herbert Weiss
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taken to the Matcham Hall”. “Singing and 
art lessons were given by Weiss’ daughter, 
Grace. Amy Weiss or Grace would give the 
girls sewing lessons, while the boys had 
wood carving supervised by Walter ... their 
students won many bursaries.” 
Lorna Weiss was the 7th of Walter and Amy’s 
9 children and she was present at the 100th 
anniversary of the school in 1973 (dying in 
2007 at the age of 101 at Bateau Bay).
It is understood that Walter and Amy Weiss 
had two sons (Fred and Erle) who died in 
WW1 in France and another son (Harry 
Weiss) who died on the Burma Railway in 
WW2 (1943).  Lemon-scented gums were 
planted in the school grounds in memory 
of Fred and Eric Weiss but have since died. 
A lemon-scented gum (pictured right) 
planted in memory of Cyril Martin (now 
often referred to at the Hall’s ANZAC day 
ceremonies) remained in 1973.
Philip Aubin, who started at the school in 
1924, reminisced in a 1993 Hall News of 
walking 7 km barefoot to the two-teacher 
school with his brothers, sisters, cousins 
and neighbours. “Some nights the bush 
would be sparkling with swarms of fireflies 

which my dad said were mosquitoes looking 
for us with lanterns ...”
I found out that Sandra Rae (née Morrison) 
and Max Rae (Bee-U-tiful Honey) were 
both at the school in 1973, with Max then 
living across the road from the school; their 
copy of the EHPS Centenary booklet is now 
digitised on the Matcham Hall website. z

– JDW

Above: Map of Erina Heights Public School in 1973 showing planned extensions at that time.
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The school year has started for 2020 
and Holgate Public School has had a 
smooth start to the year.  We welcomed 
29 Kindergarten students and many new 
families to our school community. 
Our school focuses on reading, writing 
and mathematics as strategic school 
directions for 2020. The school continues 
to offer extensive Band, Performing 
Arts and Environmental initiatives. The 
school implements student leadership 
opportunities through Peer Support 
and School Parliament. This year we 
are implementing a wellbeing program 
called Bounce Back and are building and 
enhancing our Positive Behaviour for 
Learning program. Our school offers a 
variety of opt-in programs such as Oasis 
where students can play board games, 
STEM groups, writing enrichment groups, 

maths enrichment groups, structured 
play, handball competitions, Green 
Dream Team, dance groups, chess groups 
and choir. 
This term we opened our Makerspace 
where we engage in design thinking, 
creative and critical thinking and Science 
Technology Engineering Mathematics 
(STEM) learning across the school. This 
year our school will have a Maker Faire 
showcasing our learning undertaken in 
our Makerspace.
We look forward to this showcase being 
our major school event for 2020. 
I have asked our 2020 School Captains 
Nicholas Johnson and Isabella Ross to 
provide the Holgate-Matcham community 
with an update of our school activities.

– Principal Vanessa Gordon

Dear Holgate and Matcham Community, 
2020 has started great and we have 
settled in perfectly to the New Year. We 
have two new teachers at Holgate, Mrs 
Papps and Ms Bessen, who we enjoy 
having at Holgate and have already shown 
what outstanding teachers they are! 
Kindergarten has started and our Year 6 
and Kindy Buddy Program has begun. 
This term our school Swimming Carnival 
was on the 27th of February and a great 
effort was undertaken by all of our 
swimmers. 

The school enrichment program in STEM, 
mathematics and writing has started. This 
year we will be competing in Engineers 
Australian Competitions and Olympiad 
maths. 
The school Dance Group, Choir, Chess 
Club and Green Dream Team have begun 
and we look forward to participating in 
these school initiatives throughout the 
year. 
The school hopes to be selected to 
perform at Central Coast Dance Festival, 
Central Coast Showcase, Sing Out Festival 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL

The following Holgate Public School report is brought to you by  
our School Captains Isabella Ross and Nicholas Johnson 
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A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde Road Diane Dunlea

and engage in the Central Coast Chess 
Competition. 
Our school will be at Anzac Day Ceremony 
at Terrigal. We hope to see you all there! 
During Semester 1 Peer support and 
Peer Handball Competition is going to be 
coordinated across the school by Year 6. 
We are really looking forward to leading 
this across our school. 

Debating Teams have been selected 
for 2020 and teams and teachers have 
attended workshops in readiness for the 
Central Coast Debating Competition. Go 
Holgate!
Thank you for reading our update. z

– Nicholas and Isabella

Last Christmas, the Hall News was the 
lucky recipient of a promotional prize 
digital camera (pictured right) from our 
wonderfully supportive printer, 
Kwik Kopy in Mann Street, Gosford.
All of Kwik Kopy’s clients were 
invited to enter a promotional 
Christmas draw to win a Fujifilm 
instax mini 90 Neo Classic digital 
camera, and surprisingly the Hall 
News was the winning entry. The 
camera will be used by our team to 
digitally capture important future 
Valley events for our readers.
For the past two years, Kwik Kopy 
has very generously sponsored the 
cost of colour printing the front and 
back covers and the centrepage 
spread of our Christmas edition of 
the Hall News. z

Hall News Co-Editor Mike Murphy being presented with the 
camera last Christmas at Matcham Hall by the Kwik Kopy Kids 

and former Holgate PS students, Rachel, Eryn and Isabel Clarke. 

Smile for the camera
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS

We were very sad to learn of the passing 
of Don Kennedy, who suffered a heart 
attack and died on Sunday 15 March, 
aged 57 years. 
Don was born in the Matcham valley, 
where he lived for most of his life, having 
attended the local primary and secondary 
schools. He joined the Matcham-Holgate 
Rural Fire Brigade in 1981, and after 
extensive experience and training rose 
to the rank of Brigade Captain in 1993, a 
position that he held for 15 years.
Growing up in the valleys, Don had an 
intimate knowledge of all parts of the 
area and was always ready and willing to 
attend all fires, both in the brigade area 
and in the larger local district.
In recognition of his outstanding service 
to the NSW Rural Fire Service, Don 
was awarded the National Medal (an 
Australian Honours Award) in 2008.
Fire fighting for Don was a family affair 

and he was supported by his wife, Claire, 
who was Brigade Secretary for several 
years, and also by his late mother, Gloria 
Kennedy, who was the brigade Call-out-
Person and received a Fire Commissioner’s 
Certificate of Commendation for her 
dedicated service.
Don relinquished his position of brigade 
Captain in 2009 in order to devote more 
time to his family and was awarded life 
membership.
During the severe fires in January this 
year, Don expressed his willingness to 
again apply his fire fighting skills with the 
brigade, but the subsequent heavy rains 
and his sad demise precluded his return 
to active duties.
Don is survived by his wife Claire and their 
teenage daughter Charlotte. All members 
of the brigade have expressed their 
sincere sadness and condolences in their 
tragic loss. z

In Memoriam – Don Kennedy
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www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE

COVID-19 virus 
As of 17 March, the Rural Fire Service 
has advised that all non-essential 
brigade activities are suspended due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. However, all 
brigades will continue to provide Incident 
Response. This means that, until further 
notice, the Matcham-Holgate Brigade 
has suspended all training, meetings and 
community activities.
A summer like we’ve never had before
Everyone is aware of the horrendous 
bushfire season we have had. Since 
August last year, the 63 brigades of the 
Central Coast District have participated in 
as much activity as possible, starting with 
away trips to fires in northern NSW, then 
attending local fires through November 
to January, and finally to southern NSW in 
January and February. 
We can only say that the Central Coast 
region was very fortunate to have 
avoided the worst, with the RFS and 
all other Emergency Services doing an 
extraordinary job in extreme conditions.
Fire season
The official fire season ends on 31 March. 
With the significant and continued rain 
since February, the risk of fire is now Low, 
and there is no proposal to extend the fire 
season this year.
Volunteers are always welcome
Our brigade has seen an influx of 10 new 
trainees in response to the disastrous 
fire season. As mentioned above, basic 
training has been suspended due to 

health and safety concerns with the 
pandemic, and in the immediate future 
any expressions of interest from the 
community will be deferred.
Pile burns
Pile burns are now permitted, but as 
always the brigade advises to wait until 
the fire season is over. It is essential to 
obtain an RFS Permit to conduct any pile 
burn during the fire season.
The Central Coast Council has published 
restrictions and requirements to their 
website, and this has been made very 
well known through the Community 
Facebook Page.
It is important that anyone wishing to 
burn off must act within the council 
policy. If RFS brigades attend a reported 
fire that does not comply, then the 
officer in charge is obliged to report non-
compliance, which may lead to penalty.
Hazard reduction – district burns
After the fire season, the District RFS will 
most likely continue with the long-term 
Hazard Reduction Plan. This is of course 
dependent on the seasonal conditions at 
the time. 
Community announcements
As well as making important brigade 
announcements to the Matcham-Holgate 
Community Page on Facebook, our 
brigade has also set up its own page, and 
everyone is welcome to join this at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
matchamholgaterfs/ z
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer



34  3435  35

RAINFALL REPORTS

As this is the first issue of Hall News for 
2020, we should firstly review the rainfall 
for 2019. All data (and more) is shown in 
the Reports on the facing page.
2019 was very, very ordinary! In fact it 
was the fifth lowest rainfall year that this 
writer has recorded at this location in 
over 30 years. However, the low rainfall of 
1096 mm (against the annual average of 
1323 mm) was still way better than what 
the drought-stricken folks out West have 
had to endure for years.
Then came 2020 – and with it, a Hueysend! 
After a below-average January rainfall of 
87 mm, Huey at last remembered how to 
turn it on – and gave our valleys 550 mm 
in February. That’s 42% of our average 
rainfall in just one month! In fact, it was 
the second highest rainfall month that this 
writer has recorded – just 4 mm less than 
the record June 2007 reading of 554 mm. 
So, for us valley folk, what does that mean 
in practical terms? From the aspect of 
Rainfall Harvesting/Water Storage – and 
using the magic formula of 1 mm rainfall 
on 1 square metre area = 1 litre water 
… we could have collected and stored 
137,500 litres with a roof/collection area 
of 250 m2 (550 mm x 250 m2 = 137,750 
litres). There are not many of us who 
have that much storage … but there 
are also many who don’t have nearly 
enough. Please think about your own 
water storage capacity for both the dry 
times – and the dreaded fire seasons. We 
should remember that up until the rains, 
we were encircled by those devastating, 
long-lasting fires. A near miss!

As regards our acreages, each hectare 
would have received 5,500,000 litres: 
(550 mm x 10,000 m2 = 5,500,000 litres).
Great for our land, gardens, dams, 
waterholes etc … before becoming runoff. 
February was an overdue blessing!
After an above-average rainfall in March, 
we have now had 62% of our average 
annual rainfall in three months!
Then, as usual with any fire or major 
weather event, came the inevitable 
extended power outages, due to the 
antiquated 19th century poles and wires 
that supply us. 
Please, for your own lifestyle, comfort 
and safety – consider a fair-sized (11 
kVa) petrol or diesel powered generator, 
hard-wired into your power distribution 
board(s) with a selector switch between 
electricity and generator power supply. 
Electrician required of course.
Have it connected only to the circuits that 
are really necessary – lighting, and the 
power to water pumps, fridge, freezer, 
cooking appliances, entertainment units, 
communications, medical equipment, etc.
Forget the luxuries – pool pumps, 
dishwashers, washing machines and 
dryers, etc. We all have to suffer a little 
… but not nearly as much as living by 
torch or candlelight for extended periods. 
Generators on acreages are OK!
They’re noisy buggers, but believe me … 
when you need one, it will sound like your 
favourite music! 
Take care. Love our Valleys!
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 24 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41 15 3 1096

2020 87 550 190

Year 2020 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 87 550 190

To date this year 87 637 827

Monthly 24 yr. av. 111 177 135

Accruing 24 yr. av. 111 288 423

23 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2019

Monthly 23 yr. av. 112 161 133 149 124 156 77 83 69 85 98 76 1323

Accruing 23 yr. av. 112 273 406 555 679 835 912 995 1064 1149 1247 1323

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 8 14 15

To date this year 8 22 37

23 yr. monthly av. 8.7 8.9 9.2 8.7 7.3 9.1 6.2 5.6 5.2 7.0 8.4 7.3 91.6

From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary
Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.
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Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation  
and wall mounting

Sound bar and  
home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 
0407 458 929 

Holgate

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524
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Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*

Free 
Audit

Your local Certified Septic &  
AWTS Service Agents

The Experts in all things septic
We can get your system back on track and running properly

www.absolootseptic.com.au
02 4362 1060 

or 
0401 397 754

For a Limited Time Only

New Customers
Book Now for a Free 

Audit of your Septic and 
Irrigation System

 

 

 

 

Professional services include: 
Tree Removal 
Tree Pruning 

Block Clearing 
Stump Grinding 

 
Phone 0420 629 496 for a no obligation free quote 

www.randbtreeservices.com.au 
Fully Insured 

ABN: 25 618 761 945 

Professional services include:
Tree Removal
Tree Pruning

Block Clearing
Stump Grinding

Phone 0420 629 496 for a 
no obligation free quote

www.randbtreeservices.com.au
Fully insured

ABN: 25 618 761 945
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDING SERVICES

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call Adam & Lisa Lock 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & attic stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Angela Rye Mobile Podiatry 
Call Angela 0407 062 672

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Call Joel 0407 458 929

LOCAL PRODUCE & WINE

BamVino – The Deli – Pizza & Wine
Shop 488 The Entrance Road. Call 4365 0064

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

PLUMBERS

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call John Murphy 0402 574 616

R&B Tree Services – Central Coast
Call 0420 629 496

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

Lisa Harris Real Estate – Local knowledge
Call Lisa 0412 293 127

TRAVEL SERVICES

On The Road Again Travel
Call Gayle 4311 9165

TRUCK RENTALS

Gosford Rent A Truck
Call 4324 6044 www.gosfordrentatruck.com.au

WANTED TO BUY

Wanted Old or Unwanted Ride-on Mowers 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197

WATER SUPPLIERS

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524

0407 668 689
Residential – Commercial – Industrial

Important Hall Contacts
Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Advertising rallyhire@gmail.com
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

We are open to talking with you about our strategies for the 
current market conditions.  

Call either of us for a confidential chat. 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
 



Please note that our ANZAC Day 
commemorative service and brunch 

has been cancelled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, in line with 

the Australian Government directive 
to avoid public gatherings because 

of health and safety concerns


