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Welcome to our Christmas edition of the Hall News for 2019.

President's Message
With the summer season upon us it’s important to have a bushfire plan, and if you 
need any info you can contact our local bushfire brigade at:

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

Matcham Hall Christmas Party
Our planning for the Christmas party is well under way and again leading the way is our 
hard-working Vice President, Ingrid. With sponsorship dollars from Gittoes Real Estate, 
Ingrid does a fantastic job all year with our fundraising functions. 
Our Christmas party will be held on 7 December and I think it will be something special 
this year, so come along and join us for a celebratory drink and take the opportunity 
to catch up with friends and neighbours. There will be games and activities for the 
children, face painting, Christmas carols, live music, and then dancing, as well as lucky 
door prizes. Please BYO drinks and a plate to share and join in the fun. (See back cover 
for more details.)
Working Bee
On Saturday 16 November we have a working bee organised for our community-owned 
Matcham Hall – so if you can come along to lend a helping hand, then you are very 
welcome. Further details will be posted soon on the Matcham Holgate Community 
Facebook page.

– Ken Gray, President

Upcoming events in the Valley
Matcham Hall
CHRISTMAS PARTY – Saturday 7 December from 6 pm till late. 

Holgate Public School 
HOLGATE CINEMA UNDER THE STARS – Saturday 23 November.
(See flyer on page 27 for more details.)

Matcham-Holgate Produce Share
Second Sunday of every month from 10–11 am at Fires Creek Winery.
Come along to this community event to share your surplus produce, time, knowledge 
and skills, and promote a strong, resilient, healthy community.
No produce to share? No worries. Just make a donation to a local organisation that will 
be onsite. $5 per person or $10 per family (or whatever you can afford). 

COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Artisans in the Garden
November 16 & 17 from 10 am to 4 pm at 377 Oak Road, Matcham. 
Entry $5 (cash preferred) – profits go to the Cure Brain Cancer Foundation.
Come along to this community event to view metal sculptures, ceramics, silk paintings, 
jewellery, ceramic sculptures, wood turning, printmaking, watercolours, photography 
and succulents. Please note that unfortunately there is no wheelchair access. (See flyer 
on page 24 for more details.) 

Acknowledgment
The Matcham Hall Committee would like to express their grateful thanks to Peter 
Clarke, manager of Kwik Kopy Gosford, for his generous support in once again 
sponsoring the cost of printing our Christmas edition front and back covers and 
centre page spread in full glorious colour.

Advertising changes for 2020
To all our valued business owners and supporters of the Matcham Hall community 
newsletter, we have an important announcement regarding invoicing for advertising. 
As you are aware, our community-owned Matcham Hall relies on a group of dedicated 
volunteers to maintain the Hall, organise events and manage the financial operations. 
To reduce the burden of issuing future invoices, we have decided to only invoice once 
per year. This means that if your business is advertising in the next three editions 
throughout 2020, you will have to pay once up front for all issues.
We feel this decision provides a simpler and more accurate payment system for our 
customers. Rates for advertising in 2020 will now be for ALL three editions in April, July 
and November, as shown in the box below.

Hall Newsletter 
Advertising Rates  

for 2020 (ALL 3 editions)
Full page $375
Half page $300

Third page $225
Quarter page $150

Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Matcham-Holgate Hall 
News is published three 
times a year – in April, 
July and November – 
and is delivered free to 
700 properties in the 
Matcham and Holgate 
valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes 
towards the production of 
the newsletter and for the 
maintenance and upkeep 
of our community-owned 
Matcham Hall.
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Rock The Valley once again proved to be a highly successful, fun-filled evening, with 
around 100 locals and friends turning out to enjoy the food, entertainment and dancing, 
as well as an opportunity to catch up with neighbours.
Thanks go to the Matcham Hall committee members who put so much time and effort 
into making the event the success that it was.
The evening’s entertainment kicked off with The Part Time Band, comprised of up-and-
coming local youngsters, who rocked out with a range of classics. We look forward to 
seeing more of them at community events in the future. Following were two very tasteful 
acoustic sets by Rod & Hayley and the Mañana Brothers. The Aimless Missiles did not 
disappoint with their extensive repertoire of hits and classics. It was a fun night for all 
those who turned up and we even had a chance to put on our thinking caps with a couple 
of rounds of Music Trivia.
Thanks also to Gittoes for sponsoring the event and to the following community members 
for supporting us with prizes: Drift Home & Living – Kim & Ken Gray; Permacoach – 
Meg McGowan & Graham King; Fires Creek Winery – Nadia & Francis O’Connell; Jess’s 
Homemade Goods – Jessie-Lee Stewart; Ava & Willow – Gina Tandy; Avoca Beach Theatre – 
Luke Lawler; The Bamboo Buddha – Tanya & Ollie; Gary Scholes Hobbycraft – Gary William 
Scholes; 7.7dentist.com – Sarah Stephens; and Bee-U-tiful Honey – Max & Sandra Rae. z

– Ingrid Osborn

ROCK THE VALLEY 2019
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Central Coast Shuttle Express
Door to Door transfers to Sydney Airport, 

Cruise Terminals, Central Railway,  
Airport Hotels.

Largest fleet on the coast 
Fully accredited with RMS and Point to Point 

Transport Commission 
Fully insured, professional licensed drivers 

6 to 8 return trips every day

www.ccse.net.au

To book your next transfer call our friendly staff

4340 1245
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“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127 
59 Carlton Road, Holgate NSW 2250

lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au  |  www.lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licenced real estate agent & auctioneer

… with minimum 
advertising cost

SOLD IN 4 DAYS

SOLD IN 5 DAYS



8  89  9

TAX RETURNS $119
(all inclusive)

TEXT 0413 759 617
for a questionnaire or home appointment

Specialising in the preparation of individual tax returns

Home visits for Matcham and Holgate residents

Preparation questionnaire available for clients who 
wish to have their return done via correspondence

Fees are higher for business, vehicle schedules, 
capital gains schedules and rental investments

bnstax@optusnet.com.au
www.bnstax.com.au

Brian Sullivan
Registered Tax Agent

0484 850 306
Free Quote

General Earthworks
Earthmoving
Rock Walls
Auger Work

Bush Clearing
Mulching

Fully Insured
RMS & CCC Contractor

National LE Licence

www.ccearthworkshaulage.com.au
244 Wattle Tree Road, Holgate 2250

ABN: 87931020313 – ACN: 621684571

10% off for Valley Residents
www.firescreek.com.au

02 4365 0768
Cellar door Wine Tastings

Every Wednesday to Sunday
10:30 am – 4:30 pm
192 Wattle Tree Road 

Holgate 2250

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524
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COSS – the best planning decision 
in our region
For many years, I have been committed 
to the protection and fulfilment of the 
Coastal Open Space System (COSS). One of 
the things that attracted me to the Central 
Coast some 30 years ago was the landscape. 
It was pointed out to me that one of the 
features of the former Gosford LGA was 
that you could look up to the hillsides and 
still see vegetation. There are not many 
places where this is true. 
Over the years, I developed an 
understanding of COSS and its uniqueness. 
It was formally established in 1984 and 
was a program that involved voluntary 
acquisition of private land to come into 
public ownership. That land was identified 
through a set of criteria, and over the years 
significant reserves have been established, 
including Rumbalara, Katandra and 
Kincumba Mountain Reserves. 
Such forethought and vision was truly 
remarkable for that time and really sets the 
COSS apart as the best planning decision 
in our region. However, it is up to us to 
now protect that legacy and continue the 
implementation of the COSS Strategy. With 
each new Council, there are murmurs of 
being able to chip away at COSS land – just 
take a little bit here and a little bit there. But 
that is not how you implement a long-term 
strategy or vision for now and the future. 
I was proud that one of my early motions 
to go before our current Council was 
the establishment of the COSS Advisory 
Committee. There has been a COSS 
Committee operating for most of the last 
30 years, which ensured transparency and 

community ownership. In fact, when there 
was not a COSS Committee, the initiative 
seemed to stall. During the last Council 
term and then under the Administrator, the 
role of the COSS Committee was minimised 
and then removed. It is pleasing to have the 
COSS Advisory Committee operating once 
again.
However, the challenges for the long-term 
security of COSS continue. These include:
•  The promised E5 zone. To their great 

credit, the former Gosford Council held 
firm that they wanted protection of the 
COSS lands through a new environmental 
zone – the E5 zone. The State Government 
agreed to implement this new zone and 
exhibited a draft E5 zone in May 2012. 
The E5 zone has still not been delivered. 

•  The conversion of “deferred matters” to 
new zonings. Much of the environmental 
land was not converted to new zones 
in the Gosford LEP in 2014 with the 
expectation of the new E5 zone being 
introduced. Now, five years later, the 
State Government is requiring these 
deferred matters to be allocated a new 
zone. Getting that right is critical.

All of these factors mean that our 
community needs to continue their strong 
support for COSS. This visionary initiative 
has been held within the heart of our 
community for the last 34 years. We need 
to make sure that we protect the very 
things that make our region so special. 
Please join me in strengthening our 
community and Council commitment to 
COSS. z

– Deputy Mayor Jane Smith

DEPUTY MAYOR’S MESSAGE
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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Autumn leaves windfall for RFS
As the owners of one of the most 
recognised driveways on the Central 
Coast, and most notably photographed 
by Ken Duncan, my wife Christina and 
I have spent many years watching 
photographers take advantage of the 
beautiful location, particularly during the 
autumn months when the leaves display 
their most striking colours. Landscape 
photos, family shoots and even wedding 
photos – they all have enjoyed the lovely 
backdrop of our Oak Road driveway.
During the few years we have owned this 
property, we have never charged people 
who have photographed our driveway; 
however, we’ve always said we’d set up 
a donation box and ask for charitable 
contributions to a worthy cause.
This year we finally did it – unsure if 
the idea would be a success, or if the 
box and note advising of our collection 
for the Matcham-Holgate Rural Fire 
Brigade would just be ignored. We were 
pleased to see that people were happy 
to contribute, and we collected a few 
hundred dollars from those who have 
used the driveway.

Christina and I matched that amount 
and on Sunday 15 September we happily 
presented our donation to the Matcham-
Holgate Rural Fire Brigade at their Open 
Day, in preparation for Summer and 
the bushfire season. It was a great day, 
with tours of the station and fire trucks 
entertaining the children, and providing 
valuable information for those in the valley.
We will continue this initiative and each 
year “the leaves that keep on giving” – 
along with Christina and myself – will be 
donating to the Matcham-Holgate Rural 
Fire Brigade and helping to keep our 
priceless community safe. z

– Stephen Gittoes

THE LEAVES THAT KEEP ON GIVING
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P.W.C. PLUMBING
PTY LTD

A.C.N. 068 506 669

Lic. No. 92952C

Plumber
Drainer

Gas Fitter
LPG

WARREN CARTWRIGHT
80 Hoipo Road

Somersby NSW 2250

Tel Mobile 0408 080 863
A/H 02 4372 1182

WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: matt@mses.net.au
ACN: 112 261 631

Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*
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pinball
t r a d i n g  c o .

buy •  sell •  h ire

Pinball machine party hire from $275

We buy pinballs any condition, working or not

Pinball machine sales and servicing
www.pinballtradingco.com.au

Phone Joel 0407 458 929 – Holgate

(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation and wall mounting

Sound bar and home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 0407 458 929 – Holgate
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging 
and Unique Pools with Extraordinary Landscaping

For an Exceptional Backyard – Call Ken on 0408 433 378
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local!

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction”

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au        www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au

Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
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Local Builders you can trust

Transform your house this year

Our versatile local professional building services include:

•  Building advice and project management

•  New master built homes

•   Small building works with attention to detail such as 
interior alterations, decks, pergolas and extensions

•  House renovations

Quality work with competitive rates.

Our client referrals and repeat business say it all.

Matcham Valley Building

Nigel Dufton B.Sc. Hons. (Build), M.A.I.B.
Licence no. 92821C

Phone: 02 4365 0399 or Mobile: 0414 551 280
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Some things are black and white
There’s something we do with students 
on permaculture courses to help them 
understand how much difference colour 
can make. We place two cement pavers 
in full sun. One of them is a pale sandy 
colour and the other is charcoal. People 
are often surprised that two objects made 
from the same materials can have such 
different temperatures. The dark one will 
be noticeably hotter than the pale one.
Of course, someone might suggest that 
there’s something mixed in with the 
darker cement that causes this effect, 
but you can experience the same thing 
where there is only a thin layer of colour 
difference. The next time you are in an 
open carpark on a sunny day, find a white 
or silver-coloured car and compare the 
surface temperature with a black or dark-
coloured car. You’ll also notice that the 
lighter car is much cooler when you get 
inside it.
But what’s all this got to do with 
permaculture?
Understanding how the natural world 
behaves allows us to design in cooperation 
with nature. By utilising natural energies 
such as the sun, wind and water, we can 
save ourselves from some of the costs of 
artificially heating and cooling our homes. 
We can also help to keep the planet 
cooler.
Dark colours will absorb between 70% 
and 90% of the sun’s radiant energy, 
which will make them much hotter. As 
you probably recall from high school 
science, when we see colour we are 

seeing that particular band of light energy 
bounced back at us. When we see white 
it’s a consequence of all colours being 
reflected, and when we see black it’s 
because all colours are absorbed. Light 
energy is also heat energy. This is also 
why some colours are described as ‘cool’ 
and some as ‘warm’. The warm colours 
are literally hotter, as well as being the 
colours more reminiscent of heat. 
We can use the way light behaves in home 
and garden design to have a big impact on 
how hot or cold things get, and on how 
long they last. You can expect a dark-
coloured water tank to get much hotter 
than a pale one. It will also degrade more 
quickly because of the increased heat and 
the damage done by absorbed light. To 
make matters worse, it won’t be as good 
for storing your water because heating 
increases the risk of nasty things breeding 
in your water supply. 
The inhabitants of the Greek islands 
figured out a long time ago that painting 
everything white would help to keep 
things cool. White walls will gain around 
35% less heat than dark-coloured walls. 
We can use the same techniques at home 
by painting things with paler colours or 
choosing building materials in lighter 
shades. These simple changes can have 
a big impact on how comfortable our 
homes are without air-conditioning.
A metal roof in a pale or neutral colour will 
not heat up the air in your ceiling cavity to 
the same extent as a dark-coloured roof. 
You’ll need more insulation to have the 
same impact under a dark roof, and you’ll 

MEG'S PERMACULTURE
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possibly need additional vents to let the 
heated air escape. 
I have seen a walled yard where the owner 
had tried everything to successfully grow 
a small food garden, but everything kept 
dying. He’d improved the soil, checked for 
mineral balance, fertilised organically and 
all he had to show for it was some sad, 
withered plants that had failed to thrive. I 
noticed that the north-facing wall behind 
the garden had been painted charcoal 
around the time that the garden started 
failing. Sure enough, when the wall was 
returned to a paler colour the garden 
began to thrive again. The heat trapped 
by the dark-coloured paint was storing 
up in the wall during the day and was 
continuing to be released at night. The 
plants had been cooking. 
Thermal mass is also a factor. Building 
materials such as aluminium and timber 
don’t hold heat for long, but a brick, stone 
or masonry surface has the capacity to 
warm up slowly and then release heat 
at night. This can be a useful quality if 
you want a way to keep your night-time 
entertaining area naturally warm, but it 
will probably also be unbearable during 
the day. Dark-coloured paving will become 
hot enough to burn your feet, while cool 
paving is still comfortable enough to walk 
on. This quality can be useful if you want 
to grow something that is frost sensitive. 
I’ve got cinnamon growing in a pot against 
a north-facing brick wall and I am able to 
grow this fussy, tropical plant well outside 
its favourite growing area. 
The ability to become heat sinks is most 
noticeable in roadways, storing up heat 
during the day and releasing it at night. 
Asphalt roads are a main offender, with 
heat-sensitive cameras showing night-
time suburban streets lit up like a three-

bar radiator. This passive contributor to 
urban heating often gets overlooked. You 
will notice the same impact at your place 
if you replace or install a driveway. Asphalt 
and other dark-coloured materials can 
substantially change your microclimate. 
The simplest way to remedy the heat-
sinking properties of dark materials is to 
shade them. Install a pergola and grow 
a vine over dark paving, or plant trees 
along the northern edge of driveways 
and roadways to help keep them cool. 
The traditional avenue of trees along 
many Matcham driveways was more 
than just ornamental. Shading driveways 
substantially reduces summer heat, and 
the trees act as giant air-conditioners, 
absorbing the sun’s energy to make food 
and cooling the air through transpiration. 
Have a look around your property at 
the human-made elements and think 
about how the colour of things might be 
influencing your home this summer. The 
solution might be as simple as a coat of 
paint. And if you’d like to be part of helping 
to prevent global warming, then plant to 
shade out roadways and driveways. z
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POOL REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
A well-maintained swimming pool should 
have clear water, and be a safe and 
welcoming feature of your home. Kewba 
Pools can ensure you always swim in safety 
and comfort by delivering complete pool 
repair and maintenance services. Our 
specially trained team can provide weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly pool servicing, as 
well as repairs work to prevent your pool 
from deteriorating.

MOBILE POOL SERVICES
Our focus is always to deliver the highest 
level of service quality and exceptional 
customer service. With this in mind, we have 
10 mobile pool service vehicles available to 
cover the whole Central Coast area and can 
arrange to be at your pool within 24-hours 
of your call. With our pool shops in Erina 
Heights and Wyoming, you’ll never have to 
wait long for professional pool services.

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS

Kewba Pools only uses the finest pool chemicals and products when carrying out 
professional pool maintenance. All our efficient pool maintenance services can be tailored 
to suit your needs and busy schedules on the Central Coast, and we guarantee free quotes 
and fair pricing.

ERINA
02 4367 7433

486 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights NSW 2260

Wyoming
02 4323 2679

6/482 Pacific Highway, Wyoming NSW 2250

sales@kewbapools.com.au
10 MOBILE POOL TECHNICIANS AVAILABLE

Bring this advert  

into the store for  

a 10% discount  

on shop purchases

(conditions apply)

ERINA
02 4367 7433

WYOMING
02 4323 2679

www.kewbapools.com.au
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS
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In this edition, we cast our spotlight on one of our much-loved community groups – 
Matcham Valley Pony Club, which was formed in 1974. Located behind the Matcham-

Holgate Fire Station in Wattle Tree Road, the Pony Cub provides instruction for riders of all 
levels of competency, from beginners to experienced riders. Our focus in this issue is on one 

of its many successful junior members – Ebony Lyndsay, who is 11 years old.  

SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: 
MATCHAM PONY CLUB – EBONY LYNDSAY

Q.   How did you become involved with 
horses and horse riding, Ebony?

A.   I have always loved horses from a very 
early age. Like many other girls, I  have 
always felt a great connection with 
these beautiful animals. It's a love I 
share with my Mum and all my friends 
in the Pony Club.
 I was four years old when I started 
riding my first pony, Magnolia, a 
palomino Welsh mountain pony. 

Q.   When did you become involved with 
the Matcham Valley Pony Club?

A.   We joined Matcham Valley Pony Club 
when I was five years old. The club has 
provided me with a great foundation 
to learn about riding in a safe 
environment and how to look after 
and to take proper care of horses. Pony 
Club has given me lots of opportunities 
to succeed with my riding.

Q.   What do you like most about horse 
riding and the Pony Club?

A.   What I love most about the Pony Club 
is all the friends that I have made in 
our club and with other clubs in our 
zone. Pony Club allows me to try 
everything. We do jumping, dressage, 
hacking, sporting. It’s so much fun.
 I love our monthly club rally days 
and representing Matcham Valley PC 

at interclub days when we compete 
against other clubs in our zone.

Q.   What are your goals and ambitions?
A.   I am really looking forward to riding at 

the Sydney Royal Easter Show and the 
Grand Nationals next year.

Q.   What are some of the things that you 
take pride in that you have achieved 
at the Pony Club?

A.   I represented Pony Club Zone 24 in the 
State Showriding Championships.
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It was really exciting riding at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show.
I love representing my local school at 
interschool competitions.
I recently won Reserve Primary in 
dressage and combined training. z



22  2223  23

A brief history of Matcham Valley Pony Club
A letter found recently in the Matcham Valley Pony Club archives gives a brief but 
fascinating overview of how the club came into being. You might need to put on your 
reading glasses!
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Tree Work in Summer?

1.  Enjoy More Light – Pruning trees INTRODUCES 
amazing new light and space into your property. Make 
the most of the SUN through the cooler months.

2.  Feeling Safe – Selective tree removal can eliminate 
DANGER of STORM DAMAGE, BUSHFIRE, DROPPING 
LIMBS and BRANCHES onto you and your property.

3.  Protect your Property – Wet ground and wind 
can make trees unstable. Crown reduction and canopy 
balance can also save trees from failing in the ground.

4.  Proudly Central Coast for 25+ years.

Summer Specials
**** DECEMBER – FEBRUARY ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS 

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call John Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced Qualified Arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

*Optional
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Wednesdays 10.30 am
Everyone Welcome $15

Classes are designed for the 
individual with a focus on health 

and well-being
Each week a new topic is taught  
to maximise the benefits of yoga

Join Mish 0437 491 182
Master Yoga Teacher

www.yogacentralcoast.com

Yoga@Bamboo Buddha

ARTISANS  
IN THE 
GARDEN 
WHEN 
November 16th &17th 
10am—4pm 

WHERE 
377 Oak Rd, Matcham 
Entry $5  ( Cash preferred )  
PROFITS TO: Cure Brain Cancer Foundation 
 

FEATURING • Metal Sculptures• Ceramics •  
Silk Paintings • Jewellery • Ceramic Sculptures •  
Wood Turning•  Printmaking • Watercolours •  
Photography •  Succulents •  
 
Sorry, No Wheelchair Access 
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Terms 3 and 4 have been and will be very 
busy for Holgate Public School. We have 
recently had Holgate on Show, which 
presented our K–6 creative and performing 
arts programs and extracurricular 
activities. This included performances 
from our school band, dance group and 
choir. Holgate on Show had a tremendous 
response and many reported that it had an 
art gallery feel. 
Students have been engaging in many 
additional opportunities in our school, 
which include coding lessons and 3D 
printing, environmental programs, 
Premier’s Spelling Bee, Public Speaking 
and Debating competitions, Central Coast 
Showcase, Central Coast Choral Festival, 
Book Week, Public Education Week, Swim 
Scheme, School Camps and Sporting 
Schools Programs. Great opportunities for 
all students at Holgate!
The school continues to build its technology 
infrastructure with a school Makerspace 

2020 being established. This will include 
upgrades to technology infrastructure and 
resourcing, robotics, coding and creative 
and critical thinking programs. Our school is 
very excited to see this initiative gain further 
traction in 2020. 
The school has recently undergone 
renovations in the school canteen and 
toilets, as well as classroom exterior 
painting.
Our school looks forward to our end-of-year 
celebrations with Holgate Cinema under 
the Stars, Year 6 Farewell, Presentation 
Evening, Year 6 Market Day and end-of-
year Fun Days.
In this issue, our school Leadership Team 
have written a simple paragraph on recent 
significant events that have occurred at 
our school. Have a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

– Principal Vanessa Gordon

Sport – by Louis Bull
Holgate had lots of fun sporting events in 
Term 3, such as Basketball for sport where 
we got an incredible coach (Hayden) from 
the basketball stadium at Terrigal. He 
developed lots of student’s skills. We did 
it once every week on a Thursday and we 
enjoyed this program!
Zone athletics was on at Mingara and 
every student that participated from 
Holgate represented our school with 
pride. Recently, Lilly Q, Louis B and Jesse R 

went to Sydney North Athletics at Sydney 
Olympic Park and competed very well. On 
the 18th of October Yesuf S and Lily Mc 
went to Zone of Origin for soccer and touch 
football. Holgate has been very successful 
in sport in 2019! 
Public Speaking and Debating – by Arlo 
Gurr
Last term we had the Public Speaking 
Competition. We were given free choice on 
a topic of our choosing and then students 
had to present. Holgate was successful 

Continued on p. 27

The following Holgate Public School report is brought to you by  
Annabelle Hedger, Arlo Gurr, Minnie Hails and Louis Bull 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL
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with Arlo G making it to the Central Coast 
finals and performing significantly well 
overall. 
Video Conferences – by Annabelle 
Hedger
Holgate Public School’s 4/5 and 5/6 
classes have been participating in video 
conferences with South Korea throughout 
2019! We have learnt about the history 
and culture of South Korea and what it 
is like to be a child living in South Korea. 
Everyone has been working really hard 
with their tasks, which are presented in 
each video conference, and we are really 
enthusiastic when there is an upcoming 
video conference. Altogether, Years 
5/6W and 4/5B have done seven video 
conferences and look forward to our last 
three.
Green Dream Team – by Minnie Hails
The Green Dream Team is a great place 
for students at lunchtime to help the 
environment. There are many jobs for the 
students. The students in it love what they 
are doing! We especially love our school 
garden, where we have grown all sorts 
of amazing produce, such as snow peas, 
artichokes and blueberries! They taste 
amazing!
Debating Team – by Annabelle Hedger
This year’s Debating Team involved all 
our six Year Six girls. They were Minnie H, 
Annabelle H, Lily Mc, Annabel G, Izabella C 
and Saskia D. We competed in four rounds 
at Ourimbah Public School and had a 
blast!!! All of us tried our very best and we 
ended up getting a participation certificate. 
We had so much fun and wish all the best 
to next year's Debating Team!
Creative Arts – by Louis Bull
Last term 3–6 dance, K–2 dance, K–2 
singing club, Band and Choir performed 
at the wonderful Holgate on Show. Lots 

of parents came after school to see our 
wonderful performances. We all had a 
great time. The Hall was opened for parents 
to look at everyone’s fantastic artworks. 
On the 22nd of October, our school choir 
went to perform in the Central Coast Choral 
Festival, held at the Wyong Art House. 
There were a lot of other schools there, 
and the performance sound and singing 
was amazing! Saskia D performed a duet 
with her father Ed, Ava K performed a solo 
and Bella R and Yu-Yu Jie B also performed 
a duet. The show was amazing, thanks to 
all of our amazing singers! z

HOLGATE CINEMA

PRESENTS

SATURDAY  
23 NOVEMBER 2019 

From 5:30pm  |  movie to start at 7.30pm

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

FEATURING

Visit Holgate Public School  
Facebook page for more information 

and payment details.

$10 PP  OR $30 PER FAMILY OF 4

0407 668 689
Residential – Commercial – Industrial
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Free 
Audit

Your local Certified Septic &  
AWTS Service Agents

The Experts in all things septic
We can get your system back on track and running properly

www.absolootseptic.com.au
02 4362 1060 

or 
0401 397 754

For a Limited Time Only

New Customers
Book Now for a Free 

Audit of your Septic and 
Irrigation System

RU Empty
Water Cartage

Water cartage for domestic tanks,  
pools and irrigation

Prompt, affordable and friendly service
Discounts for multiple loads

Call Jim
0410 057 215

Covering the NSW Central Coast

Matcham – Holgate – Gosford – Lisarow – Tumbi Umbi – Somersby
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www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde Road Diane Dunlea

MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE

Summer is not quite here
National fire emergency services have 
announced the expectation of an above 
average level of danger and risk of fire 
this season. With ‘climate emergency’ 
being declared by many, it is clear we are 
set now to face uncertain future seasons. 
Note that this spring’s weather pattern 
so far seems to be a regular and 
approximately 1 week cycle of passing 
High pressure systems, peaking at a very 
hot day or two (Severe FDI, possible Total 
Fire Ban) followed by a southerly change/
Low trough (maybe bringing some rain).
Fire Season
For much of north eastern NSW again, the 
fire season start was brought forward one 
month to 1 September. It is now likely this 
will become permanent. Fire Restrictions 
apply until 1 April, and may be extended 
if required. 
Volunteers 
Our Brigade is very pleased to say we now 
maintain a membership of around 20 
qualified firefighters. New members are 
always welcome to join.

Readiness Day
The RFS Readiness Day on Sunday 15 
September was a very successful event. 
About 80 people attended the station 
and were very keen to learn more about 
protection measures. We thank everyone 
who came. 
Through October and November we have 
followed up with ‘street pop-ups’ where 
our main vehicle is parked around our 
province. 
Pile Burning
The Council has finally confirmed the 
policy regarding pile burning east of the 
M1. This information has been shared on 
the Matcham Holgate Community Page 
on Facebook, and is readily available from 
the CC Council website.
For any type of proposed burning off, 
you are required to contact your local 
RFS brigade, and request that a permit 
be granted. Officers of the brigade are 
qualified to issue permits, if the situation 
satisfies a range of criteria.
For further information in the first 
instance, refer to the NSW RFS website: 
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au. z
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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garage clean outs
some for free

some for fee

call james morgan

0405 178 197
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attle Tree StudioW

$32 $58
1 hr1/2 hr

saxophone clarinet piano shakuhachi
bansuri composition theory

flute

music tuition

WATTLETREESTUDIO 159 wattle tree road, holgate

0413 631 054
all ages and skill levels
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BIG JIM’S LAWN MOWING

0405 178 197
WE PERSONALISE EVERY JOB TO SUIT OUR CLIENTS

• CHAIN SAW WORK
• RIDE ON MOWER / LAWN CARE
• GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

$50 DISCOUNT OFF YOUR FIRST JOB
OVER THE PRICE OF $180

HOURLY OR DAY RATES AVAILABLE
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 23 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41

Year 2019 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41

To date this year 67 181 352 444 462 650 709 924 1037 1078

Monthly 23 yr. av. 112 161 133 149 124 156 77 83 69 85

Accruing 23 yr. av. 112 273 406 555 679 835 912 995 1064 1149

22 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2018

Monthly 22 yr. av. 114 163 131 152 129 155 78 77 67 87 102 79 1335

Accruing 22 yr. av. 114 277 408 560 689 844 922 999 1066 1153 1255 1335

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 8 9 15 7 6 13 6 4 5 5

To date this year 8 17 32 39 45 58 64 68 73 78

22 yr. monthly av. 8.7 8.8 8.9 8.7 7.4 8.9 6.2 5.7 5.2 7.1 8.6 7.6 91.8

From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary
Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.

RAINFALL REPORTS
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Does your fur baby need  
some pampering?

Our exotic range of pet services 
will provide your fur babies  
with grooming, exercise, &  

we even care for them while 
you’re on holidays.

Give us a call for pricing on your 
individual needs
M. 0477 004 116

E. pamperedpals.sales@gmail.com

Check out our website for more information 
https://pamperedpals.com.au

WINDOW CLEANING

Domestic Specialists

17+ Years experience

Fully insured & provided

Free quote within 24 hours

Phone Selwyn

0425 202 721

centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au
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All aspects of garden 
maintenance
Qualified horticulturist
Dip in Horticulture, Ryde TAFE 2012

Regular maintenance, weekly,  
monthly or one-off jobs
Lawn care and mowing
Safe pest and disease control
Pruning and hedge trimming
Weeding and mulching

Call Deborah on
0427 927 766

deborahking.hort@gmail.com

Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

Steve Horner
Lic. No. 251377C

Mobile 0420 996 123
Reliable and Quality Workmanship

•  Decks •  Frameless Glass Shower Screens
•  Pergolas •  Splashbacks
•  Window & Door Installation •  Pool Fencing
•  Carpentry Works •  Architectural Glazing
•  Maintenance & Repairs •  Glass Replacements

10 Matcham Road, Erina Heights
Email: reliancebuild1@gmail.com
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDERS/PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call Adam & Lisa Lock 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Contemporary Pools & Spas
Call Ken 0408 433 378

Matcham Valley Building
Call Nigel Dufton 0414 551 280 or 4365 0399

Reliance Carpentry and Glass
Call Steve Horner 0420 996 123

RixFix – Carpenter, Building, Property Maint.
Call Rik 0413 739 899

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Matt Smith Electrical Services
0412 391 438 matt@mses.net.au

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Angela Rye Mobile Podiatry 
Call Angela 0407 062 672

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

Physiozest Physiotherapy & Massage 
2/372 The Entrance Rd. Call 4384 3395

Yoga @ Bamboo Buddha 
Mish 0437 491 182 www.yogacentralcoast.com

Your Family Doctors at Erina 
602 Terrigal Drive, Erina. Call 4365 4999

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

Central Coast Shuttle Express 
Door to door transfers. Call 4340 1245

Chewing IT – Home/Business IT support services 
Call Mathew 0405 760 952

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

Garage Clean Outs – Some for free, some for fee 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Pinball machine hire. Call Joel 0407 458 929

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & attic stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

Window Cleaning – Call Selwyn 0425 202 721 
centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au

LOCAL PRODUCE & WINE

BamVino – The Deli – Pizza & Wine
Shop 488 The Entrance Road. Call 4365 0064

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

Fires Creek Fruit Wines
Shop 192 Wattle Tree Road. Call 4365 0768

PET SERVICES

Pampered Pals – pet services for your fur babies 
Call 0477 004 116

PLUMBERS

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

P.W.C. Plumbing  
Call Warren Cartwright 0408 080 863 

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Central Coast Earthworks & Haulage 
Call 0484 850 306

Deborah King Horticulture 
Call Deborah 0427 927 766

GCM – Gosford City Maintenance 
For all your acreage needs. Call 0457 303 712

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard 
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call John Murphy 0402 574 616

Kewba Pools – Repairs, Maintenance & Service 
Erina – 4367 7433. Wyoming – 4323 2679

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

Lisa Harris Real Estate – Local knowledge
Call Lisa 0412 293 127

TAX RETURNS

Brian Sullivan – Registered Tax Agent
Text Brian on 0413 759 617

TUITION

Clare Peters Art Glass – Stained glass classes 
Call Clare 0422 151 333

Wattle Tree Studio – Music tuition 
All ages and skill levels. Call 0413 631 054

WATER SUPPLIERS

RU Empty Water Cartage
Call Jim 0410 057 215

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

To have a confidential conversation about where your 
property sits in the current marketplace, call us today. 

 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
 



PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

Matcham Hall
Christmas Party

Saturday 7 December

From 6:00 pm till late

Celebrate the season with 

Friends and Family

Enjoy Christmas carols, face 

painting, children's activities, 

live music and dancing

BYO drinks and food to share

Donations at the door


