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HALL NEWS

Community event at The Hall

Saturday  10  August 7:00 pm

Food, Music, Dancing, TRIVIA, Catch-up
BYO and a plate to share

(Details on back cover)

ROCK THE Valley
FOLK, Blues and Rock
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COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to our July edition of the Hall News for 2019.

Hall Committee for 2019–20
We are pleased to advise that the Hall Committee for the 2019–20 year is as follows:
President: Ken Gray 
Vice President: Ingrid Osborn
Secretary: Sam Pethen 
Treasurer: Mark Bunyan (treasurer@matchamhall.org)
Hall Bookings Officer: Amy Scurr-Smith (bookings@matchamhall.org)
Hall Maintenance Officer: Rod Jeffree
Committee Members:  
Mike Murphy – Co-Editor Hall News (editor@matchamhall.org)
Ron Cremen – Advertising Coordinator Hall News (ron@adr.ae)

President's Message
I feel honoured and privileged, and rather surprised, to have been elected as President 
of the Matcham Hall Committee, but I feel this has allowed me an opportunity to give 
back and to be part of a team of custodians looking after this lovely building.
Firstly, I’d like to thank the outgoing committee for their work over the previous year, 
which has been very busy.
I would especially like to thank my good friend Bill Robinson for his leadership as Hall 
President for more than ten years. Bill has worked tirelessly for the Hall, especially with 
government grants, our Anzac Day functions and building maintenance, just to name 
a few achievements. The Hall wouldn’t be where it is today without people like Bill.
I would also like to thank our outgoing Treasurer Geoff Dodds for his work and much-
appreciated IT skills he brought to the table.
We have been blessed over the last year or so to have Mike Murphy heading up a 
subcommittee to work on our newsletter, which has been informative with a wealth of 
historical information on our Valley and past servicemen and servicewomen.
Also, the splash of colour and a steady stream of advertisers have really taken this 
newsletter to the next level. Congrats to Mike, Ron Cremen and Mark Bunyan for a 
sterling job.
My lovely Vice President Ingrid Osborn, along with Mike Murphy, are organising an 
unmissable Rock the Valley this year with a slightly different program, including several 
acoustic performers before our live band ‘Rocks the Valley’. Don’t forget this night – 
Saturday 10 August.
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Hall Newsletter
Advertising Rates

Full page $125

Half page $100

Third page $75

Quarter page $50

Lastly, thanks to all the people who turned up at our last working bee.
We did an amazing amount of work in just a couple of hours and I can report our Hall 
is currently in good condition, albeit with a new list started for the next working bee.
Thanks to all.

– Ken Gray, President

Upcoming events in the Valley
Matcham Hall
Rock the Valley – Saturday 10 August from 7 pm until late: Get ready for another 
fantastic night of food, entertainment, trivia, music and dancing – and take the 
opportunity to catch up with friends and neighbours. Bring a plate to share and join in 
the fun. See back cover for more details. Revenue raised from this event goes towards 
the maintenance and upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall.

Holgate Public School 
•   TRIVIA NIGHT – Friday 6 September: See flyer on page 31 for more details. 
•   CINEMA UNDER THE STARS – Saturday 23 November: See flyer on page 31 for more 

details.

Matcham-Holgate Produce Share
Second Sunday of every month from 10–11 am at Fires Creek Winery.
Come along to this community event to share your surplus produce, time, knowledge 
and skills, and promote a strong, resilient, healthy community.
No produce to share? No worries. Just make a donation to a local organisation that will 
be onsite. $5 per person or $10 per family (or whatever you can afford). z

Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Matcham-Holgate Hall 
News is published three 
times a year – in April, 
July and November – 
and is delivered free to 
700 properties in the 
Matcham and Holgate 
valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes 
towards the production of 
the newsletter and for the 
maintenance and upkeep 
of our community-owned 
Matcham Hall.
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ANZAC DAY 2019
We are pleased to report that ANZAC Day 2019 was again a very successful community event at 
Matcham Hall. Attendees numbered 130, which was an increase in attendance from 2018. We 
are thankful to our hard-working committee for preparing and putting on the day, and to those 
who participated or helped in making ANZAC Day such a success. We were very fortunate to have 
Chris Borough, the eldest grandson of Private Tom Shonk, provide a very moving reading relating 
to his grandfather’s life and service experiences. For those who may not know, Tom Shonk was 
one of the local Servicemen honoured on the Matcham Hall Honour Roll, which hangs in the 
Hall above the fireplace. Committee member Sam Pethen read Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s famous 
speech advising the Allies (Turkey’s former enemies) that those who had fallen now laid in a 
friendly country, and this was followed by a poem read by Myah Gaetrell. The poem had been 
written by Myah’s great-grandmother and related to Myah’s Great-Great-Uncle, Cyril Martin. 
Cyril Martin is also one of the Servicemen honoured on the Matcham Hall Honour Roll. It was 
wonderful to have these links to our community enlivened in such a way.
Our incoming President, Ken Gray laid a wreath and said a few words on behalf of our Local 
State Member, Adam Crouch. Adam was unable to attend due to prior commitments, and we 
appreciate Ken representing Adam. Fellow Committee Member Ingrid Osborn read the Ode 
and this was followed by Mark Bunyan’s beautiful renditions of the Last Post and Reveille on 
the saxophone. The service then concluded to the beautiful voice of Melissa Mills leading all 
attendees in the singing of our National Anthem. 
It is gratifying to see the number of attendees continues to increase each year at our ANZAC Day 
Commemoration. If you have not attended one of our ANZAC Day services, please consider joining 
us in 2020. It is a wonderful way to remember and honour the sacrifices made by our servicemen 
and servicewomen for our country in past and ongoing conflicts around the globe. z

– Bill Robinson
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Championing COSS Lands
When I first moved to the Central Coast, 
almost 30 years ago I was immediately 
struck by the natural beauty of the 
region. If you stand in most places in the 
former Gosford Local Government Area, 
including Holgate and Matcham, and 
look up to the ridges of the hills, you see 
vegetation – you see green.
That is unique, and more importantly 
that is COSS. I have been told that no 
other local government area in NSW has 
a reserve system such as COSS – no other 
Council (I am talking about the former 
Gosford City Council here) had the vision 
to do this. Many describe it as the best 
planning decision on the Central Coast. 
Even though it was made over 35 years 
ago and has widespread support in the 
community, COSS lands are not secure. 
Over that time there have been constant 
threats to the protection and integrity of 
COSS lands, never more so than today – 
through a range of competing interests. 
I was pleased at the Council meeting on 
27 May to move a Mayoral Minute related 
to the protection of COSS lands and 
biodiversity more broadly. Key parts of 
that motion included confirming Council’s 
commitment to COSS and its objective of 
protecting and improving biodiversity 
and environmental values – and also, 
more importantly, to expand it into the 
north of the Coast. This means it now 
will no longer be something the former 
Gosford City Council did, but the current 
Council will embrace and champion. It 
will now be a requirement of our staff to 

protect and improve the biodiversity and 
environmental values of COSS lands. 
We need community champions too, and 
the Coast has a long and proud history of 
locals committed to protecting our local 
environment. On World Environment 
Day (5 June 2019), I hosted the inaugural 
Strom Talk with special guest speaker, Dr 
Glenn Albrecht, who has coined the term 
‘solastalgia’, which relates to the lived 
experience of environmental change. It is 
something I have certainly felt as I have 
driven past Kangy Angy and even along 
the Pacific Highway at Lisarow and seen 
the impacts – which are clearly visible – 
on our natural environment. It is obvious, 
extreme and heart-breaking, and I am sure 
I am not the only one who feels that way. 
Dr Albrecht’s talk was certainly not 
depressing. Quite the opposite. Dr 
Albrecht talked about the importance of 
‘symbiocene’ or positive earth emotions 
and how if we all reconnect with nature 
and work together to protect it, we can 
ensure a positive future. So at this talk I 
launched COSS Champions. On the night 
over 70 people signed up and now there 
are well over 100. If you are interested 
in becoming a COSS Champion too go to 
https://janesmith.nationbuilder.com/
coss_champion and sign up. You will join a 
network of passionate people committed 
to joining Council in protecting our unique 
natural environment now and into the 
future. z – Mayor Jane Smith

mayor@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au
See following article by our Hall News investigative 
reporter for a special report on COSS and the value 
of open space to our Valley community.
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SPECIAL REPORT ON COSS

The value of open space to our Valley Community
The view from all our doorsteps remains very 
much at risk … Insights into this risk have 
been provided in our last two issues of the 
Hall News from articles by Mayor Jane Smith, 
Juliet Bunyan and Mike Murphy, followed 
by correspondence with the Central Coast 
Council’s Section Manager Natural Assets, 
Larry Melican. As Mayor Smith challenged 
the Valleyites: “Communities need to be 
active participants in having a say in the 
future of their local areas … What are the 
attributes and character of your area that 
you value and why do you like living there?”
Our Valley is surrounded by a ridgeline 
running from Wamberal to The Ridgeway, 
and via Mt Elliott back to the Gosford CBD. 
This ridgeline border is completely forested 
and largely owned and/or managed by 
Central Coast Council, due in no small part to 
the visionary efforts (including saving Riley’s 
Island) of a former (Independent) Mayor of 
Gosford, Robert Bell, and a very energetic 
and dedicated local environmental activist 
couple largely responsible for our National 
Parks and Wildlife Service, Beryl and Allen 
Strom (AM). 
Their desire to preserve what we see from 
our doorsteps each day here on the Central 
Coast led the then Gosford Council to commit 
to a comprehensive Coastal Open Space 
System (COSS) policy in 1984. It was a unique 
policy in Australia and remains nationally 
significant 35 years later, allowing for both 
planned sustainable urban development and 
constant visual evidence of a sustainable 
environmental footprint. 
Our Valley system is fortunate to be bordered 
by one of the six (mainly ridgeline) “Eastern” 
COSS assets in the Gosford Local Government 

Area (LGA) from the Bouddi Peninsula in the 
south to The Ridgeway at Matcham and 
Holgate in the north. It was proposed that 
these units be connected by “natural linkage 
corridors” and protected by “buffer zones”, 
and that all ridgelines (including those in 
private ownership) be protected from “urban 
development”.
Back in 2007, the then long-serving 
Councillor Robert Bell wrote that challenges 
for Gosford Council include “the constant 
need to provide for people and services, and 
simultaneously trying to improve air, water 
and soil quality through our COSS Acquisition 
Levy and our 15-year Environmental Levy. 
We have 3,000 ha of COSS Conservation 
Lands valued at $62m and land purchased or 
traded into Council ownership over the last 
27 years provides an attractive relief to the 
development of the City … it is an outstanding 
tourist attraction right in your face …”
In 2008, Gosford Council formally added 
large tracts of land to COSS in the Western 
part of the Gosford LGA (including Strickland 
State Forest) to this original 1984 Eastern 
plan. 
For our geographically enclosed Valley, 
the COSS maintenance and expansion 
policy meant a strengthening of the land 
area dedicated to Katandra Reserve, its 
connection along the ridge to Rumbalara 
Reserve (together comprising 53 ha) and the 
proclamation of the Wambina Nature Reserve 
in 1997 (50 ha of land between the ends of Oak 
and Matcham Roads) and their subsequent 
expansion through land acquisitions using 
the Levy funding. As noted in Issue 124 of the 
Hall News on the 2004 Rivercare Plan for our 
Valley, it also meant effective management 
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of the forested headwaters/natural springs 
feeding our three major creeks. In other 
words, the 1984 plan vs current 2018 progress 
pertaining to our Valley.
What exactly is COSS? How have Valleyites 
contributed to its implementation and how 
can we all contribute to ensuring its ongoing 
survival to, among other things, protect our 
ridges from urban development and/or 
privately-owned land misuse?
What is COSS? COSS currently consists of 
over 70 natural reserves now managed by 
the combined Central Coast Council, as well 
as private land identified in Gosford Council’s 
COSS Strategy 2010. It comprises more than 
662 parcels of land, equating to approximately 
4,368 hectares in the Gosford LGA. 
The key objectives of the 2010 COSS strategy 
were to at least maintain existing public 
ownership/conservation/control/protection/
management/integrity/environmental 
values associated with fauna accessibility/
habitat, biodiversity, ecological communities, 
visual quality and water catchments/flows/
quality on Council freehold and Crown land 
in its LGA and to encourage compatible 
recreation/education/research opportunities 
and, where possible, add further land. Land 
acquisition was to continue to be funded/
assisted via conditions/fees associated 
with further land subdivision proposals/
development application negotiations that 
required Council approval and/or NSW 
Government grants. It also includes land 
consigned by Council to the management of 

the National Parks and Wildlife Service (such 
as Wambina Nature Reserve). 
The lands include woodland ridges, 
rainforests, steep cliffs, wetlands, hanging 
swamps, creek riparian zones and Aboriginal 
heritage sites. Note that there has been 
a major research project on Myrtle Rust 
undertaken in Wambina Reserve for a 
decade, which is currently being coordinated 
by Macquarie University.
Land for voluntary acquisition was identified 
in 1984 (see map below left), including land in 
our Valley (https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.
com/16737/documents/94784). With the 
passage of time Gosford Council acknowledged 
the need for a process to constantly update its 
priorities for land acquisition based on updated 
assessment of the environmental qualities 
and for oversight by an Advisory Committee 
that included resident representatives with 
appropriate knowledge and skills. The current 
status of the COSS lands applicable to our 
Valley are shown in the map below right 
(https://maps.s.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/
GemsMobile/).
Two major events have impacted progress 
– the merger of Gosford and Wyong LGAs 
into the Central Coast Council and the 
interim appointment of an Administrator, 
which led to the suspension of the Advisory 
Committee. Two major events have re-
established progress – the commitment by 
the new Central Coast Council to expansion 
of COSS into what was the Wyong LGA and 
the re-establishment of the COSS Advisory 
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Committee and the associated transparency 
of its meetings (minutes of bi-monthly 
meetings available online). 
However, implementation of the COSS 
Strategy, according to the responsible Council 
Officer Larry Melican (correspondence 
19.3.19), “will be reviewed in terms of the 
entire Central Coast Council area. The review 
process will consider the purpose, values and 
various management guidelines identified in 
the COSS strategy” with the COSS Advisory 
Committee “providing advice and feedback 
… on the development and implementation 
of the revised COSS strategy … including a 
review of the objectives”.
This latter development has been running 
in parallel with the development of the new 
drafts of the Central Coast Local Environment 
Plan (LEP) and Development Control Plan 
(DCP), subjects of a separate article in this 
issue of the Hall News (see page 15). It is 
also within the context of the NSW State 
Government’s Central Coast Regional Plan 
20136 (CCRP 2036) Action 12.4, which 
requires Council to “strengthen the COSS by 
expanding its links and new corridors across 
the region”.
How have Valleyites contributed to its 
implementation? Concern for a future that 
maintained natural sustainable habitat led 
to the formation of the Matcham-Holgate 
Landcare Group in the 1990s (reported in Hall 
News Centenary Edition Issue 116, available 
on the Hall website). Members included 
the indefatigable locals Ena Middleton and 
Gwen Parry-Jones. Their efforts led in no 
small part to the 1997 Wambina Reserve 
proclamation, 2001 meetings at Matcham 
Hall to discuss the “Future Development 
Guidelines in relation to rezoning 7c(2a) 
land” that would have substantially changed 
the “acreage” character (due to subdivision/ 
overdevelopment) and the 2004 Rivercare 
Plan, as well as the establishment of various 
Valley-based bushcare volunteer groups 
(that remain today) and culminating in the 3 

August 2010 Gosford City Council adoption 
of the “Coastal Open Space System” (COSS) 
strategy to “conserve and preserve a 
sustainable Coastal Open Space System” as 
part of the then adopted (2006) “Gosford 
Community’s Vision 2025”.
How can we all contribute to ensuring its 
ongoing survival? There are two immediate 
risks to the future of COSS that require 
ongoing vigilance by Valleyites who lean 
towards the importance of COSS values. The 
major risk is the potential for the Council 
elections to result in a significant change in 
emphasis from COSS values to development 
values. Attendance at Council meetings will 
assist in identifying the existing rift lines, as 
will discussions with local Federal and State 
MPs. The second, specifically identified 
by Larry Melican, is “encroachment by 
neighbouring property owners on to Council 
managed land including COSS presents an 
ongoing management issue” with issues 
in our Valley specifically mentioned. (Note 
that Valleyites can report specific incidents 
of encroachment via the Council’s online 
Customer Portal.) 
The other important action we can take is to 
experience the COSS lands (an example of our 
Valley’s walking and riding tracks are shown 
in the map opposite) and understand the 
voluntary private land acquisition process.
“Providing opportunities for the community 
to experience the COSS, and to learn about the 
values of the COSS are important precursors 
to understanding how the COSS contributes 
to the quality of life of residents … The land 
identified with the COSS boundary includes 
publicly owned land managed as part of 
the COSS, and privately-owned land that is 
identified for future voluntary acquisition”. 
Voluntary acquisition can include acquisition 
of part of a property identified as valuable 
to COSS. “Subdivision of land below the 
lot size specified for a particular zone is 
permissible under some circumstances. 
Interim Development Order (IDO) 122 
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(Clause 20) allows subdivision for certain 
purposes, including providing land for the 
use of the Crown, public utility undertaking, 
a statutory body or the Council” (2010 COSS).  
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u r v o i c e o u r c o a s t .
com/16737/documents/94784. z

Note on NSW Government Agency names: 
From 1 July 2019, the Office of the Environment, 
including the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS), will be in the Environment, Energy 
and Science Group, part of the Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment. 

The above map can be viewed in full resolution at the following link:
https://cdn.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/rumbalara-katandra-reserves-brochure-map.pdf
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P.W.C. PLUMBING
PTY LTD

A.C.N. 068 506 669

Lic. No. 92952C

Plumber
Drainer

Gas Fitter
LPG

WARREN CARTWRIGHT
80 Hoipo Road

Somersby NSW 2250

Tel Mobile 0408 080 863
A/H 02 4372 1182

WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: mattsmithelectric@bigpond.com
ACN: 112 261 631

Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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Central Coast Shuttle Express
Door to Door transfers to Sydney Airport, 

Cruise Terminals, Central Railway,  
Airport Hotels.

Largest fleet on the coast 
Fully accredited with RMS and Point to Point 

Transport Commission 
Fully insured, professional licensed drivers 

6 to 8 return trips every day

www.ccse.net.au

To book your next transfer call our friendly staff

4340 1245

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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UNDERSTANDING THE CENTRAL 
COAST LOCAL ENVIRONMENT PLAN

On 5 December 2018, all Valley residents 
received a letter from the “Acting Section 
Manager Environmental Strategies in the 
Environment and Planning Department” of 
Central Coast Council. It informed/reminded 
each of us that our property was known as 
“Deferred Matters Land” and that our land 
zoning had been “reviewed by Council” and 
that there was a recommendation that it 
have a new zoning, which was specified in 
each individual letter. So, what’s the short 
story?
The previous story in this issue of the Hall 
News on the value of open space to our 
Valley Community (see page 8) provides the 
first clue: the review of the COSS lands policy 
implementation is running in parallel with 
the development of the new drafts of the 
Central Coast Local Environment Plan (LEP) 
and Development Control Plan (DCP).
To understand the context of the letter we 
all received and its impact on our Valley and 
how we manage our individual properties 
requires consideration of four inter-related 
policies: Standard Instrument (Local 
Environmental Plans) Order 2006, the LEP, 
Zoning Review and the DCP. 
Standard Instrument (LEP) Order 2006: This 
is NSW Government Legislation requiring all 
land in NSW to be zoned only in accordance 

with 35 zone definitions specified in this 
legislation. 
Gosford (GLEP)/Central Coast (CCLEP) Local 
Environmental Plan: The GLEP 2014 is the 
NSW Government’s current legislation, 
which makes local environmental planning 
provisions for our properties utilising the 
Standard Instrument (LEP) Order 2006 
as the basis for its zoning classification. 
It has many aims including protection 
and enhancement of our Valley’s natural 
environment incorporating ecologically 
sustainable development. The Central 
Coast Council sought feedback between 
December 2018 and February 2019 on its 
“Draft CCLEP” within the context of the 
NSW Government’s Central Coast Regional 
Plan 2036 (CCRP2036), which both requires 
strengthening the COSS through expansion 
(Action 12.4) but also requires Council to 
review “fringe urban zonings to identify areas 
suitable for urban development” (Direction 
22.2). 
Our Valley properties are currently 
considered as fringe urban zonings, as well 
as having high environmental values under 
our existing actual (deferred matters) zoning 
7(c2) – or more fully, Conservation and 
Scenic Protection (Scenic Protection – Rural 
Small Holdings) – and its associated Interim 

There are many different viewpoints held regarding the functionality of our 
current Central Coast Council, and for those who may have missed it this is just 
one that could provide context for what could be policy wars to come both within 
Council and between Council and the State Government: “By late last year (NSW 
Planning) Minister Roberts announced the Revitalisation of Gosford, introduced 
a Gosford City SEPP (State Environment Planning Policy) to ensure that the crazy 
Central Coast Council couldn’t sabotage Gosford’s future”.

 – May 2019 Editorial in the locally distributed Central Coast Business Review 
in relation to Gosford’s Central Business District

The Good, The Bad and The Outcome: New Zoning E2/E3/E4 for the Valley
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Development Order No 122 (IDO 122). They 
were seen as an essential buffer between 
urban development and key environmental 
assets such as the COSS lands and thus the 
need to carefully review zoning between 
2014 and 2019. The cut-off date directive 
from the NSW Government was set as 11 
February 2019.
The draft CCLEP consolidates four existing 
separate planning instruments – the GLEP, 
IDO 122 which affect our Valley properties 
(in addition to the Gosford Planning Scheme 
Ordinance and the Wyong Environmental 
Plan 2013). The CCLEP will become the 
primary legal planning document for 
guiding land use and planning decisions 
that will subsequently be made by Central 
Coast Council in respect of all development 
applications in our Valley.
“Deferred Matters” are lands (approximately 
4,000 land parcels containing environmental 
values) that were excluded from the existing 
GLEP 2014 for a period of 5 years (i.e. 
2019); most of our Valley lands were seen 
as incompatible with the available NSW 
State Government’s “Standard Instrument” 
zone classifications. You can read the entire 
updated legislation at https://legislation.
nsw.gov.au/#/view/EPI/2014/42/full. 
In 2014, Council was given 5 years to 
review these 4,000 properties and in 
response (Gosford) Council implemented its 
Environment and Urban Edge Zone Review, 
which has since been taken up by the Central 
Coast Council. The time is up and thus our 

letters telling us that the Environment and 
Urban Edge Review has been completed 
with recommended rezoning for each of 
our properties in accordance with the NSW 
Government’s Standard Instrument (LEP) 
Order 2006. The Environmental and Urban 
Edge Zone Review recommends all COSS land 
be zoned E2 Environmental Conservation, as 
E2 provides the highest level of protection, 
management and restoration available to 
Council for the COSS land.
The old 7(c2) Valley property zoning, with its 
associated development controls specified by 
IDO 122, can be identified in the map below 
left, and the new Zoning recommendations 
for each property are shown in the map 
below right. Full mapping details are 
available at https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.
com/27902/documents/94519. The removal 
of deferred matters lands and zoning of 
those lands to a “Standard Instrument Zone” 
is a condition of the establishment of the 
combined CCLEP following a directive from 
the NSW State Government in May 2016.
The Central Coast Council’s draft 
Development Control Plan (DCP) is a 
document with supporting maps and 
information which supports the draft 
CCLEP, and which will provide the “how 
to” information in relation to Council’s 
requirements to create sustainable and high-
quality development outcomes. The CCDCP 
is read by Council officers in conjunction with 
the CCCLEP providing controls for different 
land uses such as housing, industrial 
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development and environmental controls 
for tree and vegetation management and 
floodplain management (where Council is 
proposing “All applications to consider the 
impacts of climate change”).
Zoning – there are three possible zonings 
for most of our properties (some properties 
have more than one).
E2 Environmental Conservation – this zone 
is for areas with high ecological, scientific, 
cultural or aesthetic values outside national 
parks and nature reserves. The zone provides 
the highest level of protection, management 
and restoration for such lands whilst allowing 
uses compatible with those values. As part of 
the multi-criteria evaluation methodology, 
Council has relied upon overlays of high 
ecological conservation values including 
threatened species, riparian vegetation, 
wildlife corridors and regionally significant 
native vegetation. Minimum (new) Lot size 
40 ha (for any proposed subdivision).
E3 Environmental Management – this zone 
is for land where there are special ecological, 
scientific, cultural or aesthetic attributes 
or environmental hazards/processes that 
require careful consideration/management 
and for uses compatible with these values. 
As part of the multi-criteria evaluation 
methodology, Council has relied upon 
overlays of lands that are environmentally 
constrained and require consideration 
of landslip (steep slope), flood affected 
or low conservation value lands (the LEP 
Dictionary doesn’t include a definition of 
“low conservation lands”). Minimum (new) 
Lot size 20 ha (for any proposed subdivision).
E4 Environmental Living – this zone is for 
land with special environmental or scenic 
values and accommodates low impact 
residential development. As part of the multi-
criteria evaluation methodology, Council has 
incorporated lands that are rural residential 
in character adjoining existing low-impact 
residential zones. Minimum (new) Lot size 
2 ha (for any proposed subdivision).

In effect, the southern half of Holgate and 
most of the land south of Coachwood Road 
will have the option of being subdivided into 
2 ha lots, while Oak Road and the northern 
half of Matcham Road past Coachwood 
will remain securely semi-rural, while the 
ridgelines and parts of northern Holgate 
and northern Matcham will include COSS 
lands (existing and further Council voluntary 
acquisitions). Each of the zonings allows for 
varying levels of residential dwellings and 
business uses, which can be searched at the 
links shown below.
E4: 
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/
view/EPI/2006/418/app2/inDoc1/
partlanduseta/include9
E3: 
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/
view/EPI/2006/418/app2/inDoc1/
partlanduseta/include8
Note: There remains one possible further 
change to the CCLEP zoning that requires 
the NSW Government to add an additional 
zoning classification to the Standard 
Instrument (LEP) Order 2006, to be known 
as E5, which was first drafted and exhibited 
by the NSW State Government in May 2012 
and was the primary reason for the creation 
of “deferred matters” land in the hope that 
COSS land would receive this zoning. 
“The new E5 environmental zone, which 
is proposed to be added to the standard 
instrument LEP, will provide councils across 
NSW with a zone that may be applied to 
community land – such as council owned 
land – that has high ecological values and is 
to be protected as public conservation land. 
Currently, councils are required to choose 
from a range of environmental zones, which 
typically allow residential dwellings. The new 
zone would prohibit uses such as residential 
and commercial premises, agriculture and 
industry.” z
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging 
and Unique Pools with Extraordinary Landscaping

For an Exceptional Backyard – Call Ken on 0408 433 378
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local!

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction”

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au        www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au

Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
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Local Builders you can trust

Transform your house this year

Our versatile local professional building services include:

•  Building advice and project management

•  New master built homes

•   Small building works with attention to detail such as 
interior alterations, decks, pergolas and extensions

•  House renovations

Quality work with competitive rates.

Our client referrals and repeat business say it all.

Matcham Valley Building

Nigel Dufton B.Sc. Hons. (Build), M.A.I.B.
Licence no. 92821C

Phone: 02 4365 0399 or Mobile: 0414 551 280



20  2021  21

MEG’S PERMACULTURE

Where is the food?
When I help people to design 
permaculture systems it’s usually 
assumed that there will be food involved. 
Most people think that permaculture is 
synonymous with chickens, food forests 
and home-grown vegetables, but that’s 
not always the case. 
Permaculture certainly started life as an 
alternative to broad acre agriculture, 
when David Holmgren and Bill Mollison 
described a system of “permanent 
agriculture”. The model was based on 
their observations of natural systems 
and indigenous human settlements that 
lived sustainably, without damaging 
their environment. Bill Mollison was 
particularly impressed with the farming 
and land management practices of 
Australia’s first nations people. 
Over the next 40 years permaculture 
evolved. The ethics and principles were 
applied to everything from business 
design to back gardens. People now refer 
to permaculture as a pattern for designing, 
building and maintaining systems that 
meet human needs while increasing 
ecological health. It’s about “permanent 
culture” rather than just agriculture. 
So, regardless of whether you want to 
grow food on your property, there’s 
something in permaculture for everyone. 
Here are some examples:
Swales: A swale is a kind of open dish 
drain that is cut into the soil along the 
contour. This means that it catches, 
slows and sinks water. Putting swales on 
your property will reduce your need for 

irrigation – and if they are well designed, 
they will also prevent downslope flooding. 
Make sure the overflow on the end of any 
swale sends water where you want it.
Wind breaks: Planting trees that break up 
the prevailing wind along your boundary 
will also reduce your need for water. Wind 
causes evaporation and will dry out your 
land. Reducing the impact of wind will 
also help to protect your home against 
severe storms. A permaculture design 
always includes consideration of the two 
most likely natural disasters.
Fire breaks: People often think of fire 
breaks as being open areas of lawn, dams 
or paving – and all of these will certainly 
reduce your fire risk. So will choosing fire-
retardant plants and placing them where 
they will slow any fire. Permaculture 
includes a whole subset of design 
strategies for housing, including proven 
methods for reducing fire risk.
Pergolas: A north-facing window on your 
home will be a glorious source of sunshine 

Above: Established permaculture gardens require 
less maintenance than lawns. There is a swale on 
contour to the left, hidden by the agapanthus that 
form a fire-retardant belt across the garden.
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in winter, but can cause overheating in 
summer. Permaculture uses low energy, 
natural methods to cool the air, including 
vines growing over pergolas. A plant will 
absorb the sun’s energy, reducing heat, 
and will also transpire. It’s a natural air 
conditioner. Choose a deciduous vine on 
a north-facing window and it will also let 
the sun in every winter. 
Cooperating with nature to reduce 
maintenance: Permaculture gardens 
are modelled on the patterns that occur 
in nature. Nobody needs to irrigate 
or fertilise a forest. A well-designed 
permaculture garden needs only some 
occasional pruning and tidying. Layers 
of plants occupy the space that would 
otherwise be colonised by weeds. Deep 
mulch goes in initially to mimic a forest 
floor, but in time the system creates its 
own mulch. These gardens are not just 
beautiful, but very low maintenance. 
Even if you decide not to grow food, you 
can use the same pattern to create a low 
maintenance garden.
Nutrient cycling: Permaculture mimics 
the same methods that nature uses to 
keep systems healthy and fertile. A forest 
floor will be filled with things decomposing 
and decaying, releasing their nutrients 
back into the system. Fungi, bacteria and 
microbes will join with worms and insects 
to break things down and increase soil 
fertility. Compost systems, worm systems 
and animal systems all do the same. My 
favourite form of nutrient cycling is to 
just let the weeds get to knee height and 
mulch over the top of them. Green plus 
brown equals compost. Our soil at home 
looks like dark chocolate. 
Integrated pest management: There’s 
nothing more energy efficient than doing 
nothing, and that’s the first response to 

pests in a permaculture system. With 
a bit of patience, nature usually self-
corrects as predators move in to wipe 
out your damaging creatures. We also 
use exclusion (fences, nets, cloches) 
and hand removal if things get really 
bad. I’ve got an old vacuum cleaner that 
takes a paper bag that does a great job 
on the occasional plague of stink bugs. 
Just as well I live on an acreage! I can 
imagine suburban neighbours calling in 
the mental health team when I vacuum 
my citrus trees. Chemicals are only used 
as a last resort, and then only organically 
approved ones. Synthetic chemicals 
cause too much damage to the earth to 
have much of a place in a permaculture 
system. 
Zone zero: Zones are used in permaculture 
design to describe how we will use our 
energy. Zone five is set aside for the 
natural world, and we rarely if ever 
venture into this part of the property. We 
know that having this biodiversity as part 
of our system makes it more resilient and 
provides a home to all of the many birds 
and animals that are pollinators, fertilisers 
and pest controllers in our system. 
Zone zero is our home, where we spend 
the most energy and create the most 
waste. Even people with no garden at 
all can apply permaculture’s zone zero 
strategies to reduce their waste, their 
expenses and their impact upon our 
beautiful planet. 
So, even if you don’t think you will ever 
want to grow food on your property, 
you might still like to consider using the 
rich trove of permaculture knowledge 
to improve your life. The outcomes are 
likely to include less maintenance, greater 
abundance and more time and money to 
do the things that really matter to you. z
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Does your fur baby need  
some pampering?

Our exotic range of pet services 
will provide your fur babies  
with grooming, exercise, &  

we even care for them while 
you’re on holidays.

Give us a call for pricing on your 
individual needs
M. 0477 004 116

E. pamperedpals.sales@gmail.com

Check out our website for more information 
https://pamperedpals.com.au

WINDOW CLEANING

Domestic Specialists

17+ Years experience

Fully insured & provided

Free quote within 24 hours

Phone Selwyn

0425 202 721

centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au
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All aspects of garden 
maintenance
Qualified horticulturist
Dip in Horticulture, Ryde TAFE 2012

Regular maintenance, weekly,  
monthly or one-off jobs
Lawn care and mowing
Safe pest and disease control
Pruning and hedge trimming
Weeding and mulching

Call Deborah on
0427 927 766

deborahking.hort@gmail.com

Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

Steve Horner
Lic. No. 251377C

Mobile 0420 996 123
Reliable and Quality Workmanship

•  Decks •  Frameless Glass Shower Screens
•  Pergolas •  Splashbacks
•  Window & Door Installation •  Pool Fencing
•  Carpentry Works •  Architectural Glazing
•  Maintenance & Repairs •  Glass Replacements

10 Matcham Road, Erina Heights
Email: reliancebuild1@gmail.com



24  2425  25

SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: 
STEVE HEARD

In this issue, we cast our spotlight on one of the many local community groups who use 
Matcham Hall for their regular gatherings. Steve Heard has been teaching Tai Chi on the 

Central Coast since 2007, specialising in the Traditional Yang style form, which is the most 
popular form throughout the world. Steve holds Tai Chi classes at Matcham Hall for all ages 
and fitness levels – from beginners to advanced – on Monday at 7 pm, Wednesday at 6 pm, 

and Thursday at 10 am, as well as Tai Chi Weapons classes at 6 pm on Monday. 

Q.   For the uninitiated, what exactly is Tai 
Chi, Steve?

A.   Tai Chi is a martial art that originated 
in ancient China. It was originally used 
as a form of self-defence, and then 
by adapting it through mimicking 
animals, birds and insects, it gradually 
developed into an exercise consisting 
of slow, gentle movements transferring 
your weight from one leg to the other 
and moving waist, shoulders and arms 
in a controlled and steady pace with 
the whole body.

Q.    Where were you trained in the 
discipline?

A.   I began my training in 2005 at 
Yong Yian Tai Chi in Gosford 
with Chris Morrow (Master 
Fu) and instantly developed 
a deep passion for the art. I 
then trained for 10 years with 
Master Alice Bei Dong from 

Shanghai, and still train with her to 
continue to improve my technique 
and understanding.

Q.   What are some of the benefits of Tai 
Chi?

A.   Tai Chi improves balance, core strength 
and muscle tissue. It strengthens joints 
and tendons, and promotes good 
blood circulation. Tai Chi can help 
people suffering with rheumatism, 
arthritis, high blood pressure, diabetes 
and stress. It is also very helpful 
for recovering stroke victims and 
Parkinson’s disease. Tai Chi is also 
good for the mind/body relationship 
– by focusing on the movements and 
sequence of the Tai Chi form, your 
concentration blocks out any negative 
thoughts you may have. Tai Chi is like 
moving meditation. It also improves 
self-esteem, as you experience a sense 
of achievement when you slowly learn 
the forms and improve the movements.
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Q.   What are some of your proudest 
achievements?

A.   I was ecstatic to win a bronze medal 
in my first international competition at 
the Traditional World Championships 
in China in 2006. I was very proud 
to represent Australia at the 2012 
Traditional World Championships 
where I won gold medals for Tai Chi 
Yang style and Tai Chi sword. In total, 
I have won nine gold medals in local 
and overseas competitions. z
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS
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pinball
t r a d i n g  c o .

buy •  sell •  h ire

Pinball machine party hire from $275

We buy pinballs any condition, working or not

Pinball machine sales and servicing
www.pinballtradingco.com.au

Phone Joel 0407 458 929 – Holgate

(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation and wall mounting

Sound bar and home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 0407 458 929 – Holgate
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Wednesdays 10.30 am
Everyone Welcome $15

Classes are designed for the 
individual with a focus on health 

and well-being
Each week a new topic is taught  
to maximise the benefits of yoga

Join Mish 0437 491 182
Master Yoga Teacher

www.yogacentralcoast.com

Yoga@Bamboo Buddha

CLARE PETERS ART GLASS
FOUNTAINDALE (OURIMBAH)

GLASS COURSES – WEEKEND WORKSHOPS
STAINED GLASS  

WARM GLASS (fusing & slumping) 

UPCOMING CLASSES 
NOW AVAILABLE
Glass classes, weekend 
courses and weekly 
workshops are held on a 
regular basis in the areas 
of kiln formed glass and 
leadlight/stained glass. 
Classes offered suit the 
absolute beginner through 
to those with previous 
glass experience.
Clare Peters is a Glass 
Artist who has exhibited 
her work in Australia 
and internationally, 
and has won several 
local and international 
major awards. She has 
a Bachelor of Visual 
Arts (Glass Major) with 
First Class Honours from 
the Australian National 
University.

Website www.clarepeters.com 

FB Search clarepetersartglass/

Email clare@clarepeters.com 

Or call Clare on 0422 151 333

0407 668 689
Residential – Commercial – Industrial
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In Semester One, Holgate Public School 
have engaged in many extracurricular 
activities, including sporting and PSSA 
sporting events. Students are involved in 
PSSA competitions for soccer and basketball 
this term. The school has also been well 
represented at the Zone Cross Country. 
Our school might be small, but we manage 
to outperform many larger schools on the 
Central Coast. We have dedicated parents, 
staff coaches and the Sporting Schools 
program to support skill development. 
Students at Holgate have been practising for 
the Bi-Annual Central Coast Choral Festival 
2019 and have had selected solo and group 
performances for the annual Central Coast 
Showcase. The school has had an infants 
and primary group perform at the annual 

Central Coast Dance Festival 2019, and we 
continue to participate and build on the 
Creative and Performing Arts within our 
school. Our school band program continues 
to expand, with increased numbers in the 
training and concert bands. Students are 
having weekly tutorials with staff from the 
Central Coast Conservatorium. 
The school continues to work with our 
local P&C. This year our school community 
events are Friday 6 September – TRIVIA 
NIGHT in our School Hall and Saturday 23 
November – Holgate Cinema under the 
Stars, which includes an outdoor movie 
screen, BBQ, popcorn, slushies, ice-cream, 
music and so much more. Please put these 
dates into your diaries.

– Principal Vanessa Gordon

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL

Hi there Matcham/Holgate residents, we 
are here to inform you about our amazing 
school and all its achievements and 
activities.
Extra activities
The students at this school love to undertake 
school activities in every way we can, which 
is why we have a Green Dream Team, choir 
and a dance group for Years 5/6 and K/2. 
This year both dance groups have made it to 
the Central Coast Dance Festival, four of our 
choir students have made it to Central Coast 
Choral Festival to do solos and the Green 
Dream Team have replanted the Community 
Garden and upgraded the recycling and 
composting bin systems within the school. 
The school has recently conducted a waste 

audit and as a result we only have one black 
garbage bag each day of waste and now save 
$2,800 per annum in waste removal. 
Sport
This term our school has been very 
successful in sport. We have had some 
fantastic efforts in Zone Cross Country and 
Swimming. Some of our students even 
made it to Sydney North recently. 
Our PSSA Soccer Teams recently competed 
and enjoyed having their skills challenged 
but were unfortunately defeated. Our boys 
and girls Basketball Teams are playing this 
term and we wish them the best of luck. 
We have had Sporting Schools teach us 
touch football every Thursday for sport and 
it's been lots of fun.

Continued on p. 31

This Holgate Public School report is brought to you by 
Minnie and Louis – School Vice Captains for 2019
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs

Consider this .....
>  Total customer focus & care

>  Low overheads, low commissions
>  Is an auction necessary???

I will give the best advice to save your money

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127
59 Carlton Road
Holgate NSW 2250
lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
www. lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licensed real estate agent & auctioneer

“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care



30  3031  31

Excursion
This term we have had lots of excursions 
and many to come, such as the Rumbalara 
and C.A.R.E.S. Our Stage Two students 
were lucky to camp at Taronga Zoo in the 
ZooSnooz program. 
Debating
This term our school debating team 
participated in a gala day. Holgate Public 
School did really well. We unfortunately 
did not make it to the next round, but 
we received great feedback from the 
adjudicator. We look forward to our next 
gala day and participating in the local Public 
Speaking Competition. 
Community
At Holgate P.S. we love our community, which 
is why we have special events to celebrate 
and come together. This year our school 
community events are: Friday 6 September 
– TRIVIA NIGHT in the School Hall and 
Saturday 23 November – Holgate Cinema 
Under the Stars in the school grounds.
Local Fundraising 
During Term Two students K-6 took part in 

a fun run to raise money for Rio’s Legacy. 
Everyone had a great time and the obstacles 
were super fun! This was a great student 
leadership opportunity run by our School 
Parliament.
Spelling Bee
The Spelling Bee Competition started 
this term and we are looking forward to 
challenging our spelling knowledge and 
having fun. 
South Korean Conference
For three years now we have been doing 
a South Korean Conference with schools 
in South Korea. Each student gets a buddy 
from the other school. We send food to each 
other and try them – it is really fun. This 
term we have sent food to them and they 
have sent food back – it was really yummy. 
We can't wait till Christmas when they send 
more and we send some to them – it's really 
fun! We also get to learn about their history, 
culture and about how they live every day.
We hope you enjoyed hearing more about 
our school and we hope to inform you about 
our activities later in the year. z

HOLGATE CINEMA

PRESENTS

SATURDAY  
23 NOVEMBER 2019 

From 5:30pm  |  movie to start at 7.30pm

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

FEATURING

Visit Holgate Public School  
Facebook page for more information 

and payment details.

$10 PP  OR $30 PER FAMILY OF 4
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Free 
Audit

Your local Certified Septic &  
AWTS Service Agents

The Experts in all things septic
We can get your system back on track and running properly

www.absolootseptic.com.au
02 4362 1060 

or 
0401 397 754

For a Limited Time Only

New Customers
Book Now for a Free 

Audit of your Septic and 
Irrigation System

RU Empty
Water Cartage

Water cartage for domestic tanks,  
pools and irrigation

Prompt, affordable and friendly service
Discounts for multiple loads

Call Jim
0410 057 215

Covering the NSW Central Coast

Matcham – Holgate – Gosford – Lisarow – Tumbi Umbi – Somersby
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Street Corner Pop-Up
As well as the Open Day, during Spring the 
brigade plans to have pop-up local sessions 
around Matcham and Holgate. Details will 
be published on the Matcham-Holgate 
Community Facebook page. The plan is that, 
probably on Saturday afternoons, we will 
park our fire truck in obvious places around 
the valleys and ridges, and invite anyone to 
stop and talk to us about fire safety, property 
preparation, or any other questions we are 
qualified to answer. 
Open Day
The RFS across the state holds an Open 
Day in September. Our fire station at 15 
Wattle Tree Road will be open on Sunday 
15 September. We encourage you to drop 
by and talk to us about property protection, 
being prepared for high fire danger periods. 
And, of course, we are always ready to 
welcome new members to the brigade.
Pile Burns
Please note that, although the Central Coast 
Council has now voted to permit pile burns 
in the Gosford region, it is still not yet legal 
to do so. This will take some time to be 
ratified with various agencies. When this is 
eventually passed, there will be very specific 
restrictions on what and how pile burns may 
be conducted.

Even when pile burns are allowed, if any 
fire is reported to 000, a number of local 
brigades may respond. The officer in charge 
has the authority to determine whether or 
not the fire is considered a danger, and may 
order that it is to be extinguished.
Prepare Your Property
Now is a great time to start preparing your 
property for fire safety, with lots of fun 
activities for all the family:
•  Clear the gutters. All those beautiful 

autumn leaves have now fallen, and many 
are on your roof and in your gutter. Don’t 
leave them there until September.

•  Clean spider webs from around your 
eaves and windows.

• Trim shrubs and trees near the house.
•  Collect fallen branches and make good 

use of them. Store safely for firewood 
next year, or make compost enclosures.

•  Make sure your general fuel storage is 
secure and away from your house. Clean 
up swimming pool chemicals.

•  Fire Season officially starts on 1 October, 
but may be called sooner. Some drier 
regions in NSW have now moved the date 
to 1 September. z

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde Road Diane Dunlea



34  3435  35

TAX RETURNS $119
(all inclusive)

TEXT 0413 759 617
for a questionnaire or home appointment

Specialising in the preparation of individual tax returns

Home visits for Matcham and Holgate residents

Preparation questionnaire available for clients who 
wish to have their return done via correspondence

Fees are higher for business, vehicle schedules, 
capital gains schedules and rental investments

bnstax@optusnet.com.au
www.bnstax.com.au

Brian Sullivan
Registered Tax Agent

0484 850 306
Free Quote

General Earthworks
Earthmoving
Rock Walls
Auger Work

Bush Clearing
Mulching

Fully Insured
RMS & CCC Contractor

National LE Licence

www.ccearthworkshaulage.com.au
244 Wattle Tree Road, Holgate 2250

ABN: 87931020313 – ACN: 621684571

10% off for Valley Residents
www.firescreek.com.au

02 4365 0768
Cellar door Wine Tastings

Every Wednesday to Sunday
10:30 am – 4:30 pm
192 Wattle Tree Road 

Holgate 2250

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524
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garage clean outs
some for free

some for fee

call james morgan

0405 178 197
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attle Tree StudioW

$32 $58
1 hr1/2 hr

saxophone clarinet piano shakuhachi
bansuri composition theory

flute

music tuition

WATTLETREESTUDIO 159 wattle tree road, holgate

0413 631 054
all ages and skill levels
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POOL REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
A well-maintained swimming pool should 
have clear water, and be a safe and 
welcoming feature of your home. Kewba 
Pools can ensure you always swim in safety 
and comfort by delivering complete pool 
repair and maintenance services. Our 
specially trained team can provide weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly pool servicing, as 
well as repairs work to prevent your pool 
from deteriorating.

MOBILE POOL SERVICES
Our focus is always to deliver the highest 
level of service quality and exceptional 
customer service. With this in mind, we have 
10 mobile pool service vehicles available to 
cover the whole Central Coast area and can 
arrange to be at your pool within 24-hours 
of your call. With our pool shops in Erina 
Heights and Wyoming, you’ll never have to 
wait long for professional pool services.

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS

Kewba Pools only uses the finest pool chemicals and products when carrying out 
professional pool maintenance. All our efficient pool maintenance services can be tailored 
to suit your needs and busy schedules on the Central Coast, and we guarantee free quotes 
and fair pricing.

ERINA
02 4367 7433

486 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights NSW 2260

Wyoming
02 4323 2679

6/482 Pacific Highway, Wyoming NSW 2250

sales@kewbapools.com.au
10 MOBILE POOL TECHNICIANS AVAILABLE

Bring this advert  

into the store for  

a 10% discount  

on shop purchases

(conditions apply)

ERINA
02 4367 7433

WYOMING
02 4323 2679

www.kewbapools.com.au
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RAINFALL REPORTS

It’s certainly been an interesting first six months as regards rainfall for us rain-dependent 
residents of the Valleys.
At the end of May we were 227 mm (33%) down against the 22-year average of 689 mm. 
Then along came June (bless her) … and a much-needed 188 mm. This has brought us 
up to a 6 month total of 650 mm, which is almost half of the 22-year annual average of 
1335 mm. So, with any luck we may yet have above-average rainfall in 2019. (C’mon Huey 
– squeeze harder!)
I came across a guy who was using the Weather Bureau’s Gosford records as a reference 
point. The Bureau does not keep records in this area. Their nearest reporting centres are 
at Gosford, Mangrove Mountain and Norah Head … none of which necessarily reflect 
our rainfall. For example, in the 24 hours to the morning of 24th June, Gosford reported 
29 mm … while we had 60 mm! It depends on the direction the weather is coming from, 
the topography, and various other factors. So, if you’re referring to Records with a view 
to optimising water storage capacity, please use these LOCAL Reports for a truer rainfall 
picture in our area.
At a local gathering in early June, a nice lady proposed that the scant rainfall in May was 
caused by Global Warming. This started a very robust conversation amongst some of 
those present … with one asking that, considering the temperatures at the time, shouldn’t 
it be called Global Cooling? She also seemed a bit confused about the difference between 
carbon (a solid) and carbon dioxide [CO2] (a gas) … for which Global Warming is blamed. 
It was interesting to listen to the various viewpoints.
Without wanting to get involved in the pros and cons of that debate, could this writer say 
he has been keeping rainfall records in this area for 33 years (and reporting on the past 
23) … and that below-average years and above-average years are normal. It was always 
thus! For example, consult the following Report for the monthly and annual totals over 
the past 22 years. It shows that there were four years with annual rainfall below 1000 mm 
(damn dry – literally!) … six years above 1500 mm (woohoo!) … with the other 12 years 
somewhere in between. Overall, an average of 1335 mm! 
The 974 mm rainfall in 2009 led to the introduction of Water Restrictions on the Central 
Coast for quite some time for all the unlucky folks on town water. We in the Valleys had 
our magic water tanks. (Is there any other tea-drinker out there who can’t immediately 
tell the difference between a cuppa made with clean tank water and one made with town 
water?) 
Because we don’t have (or want) supply of that yucky stuff, we could perhaps use those 
Water Rate savings to increase our water storage capacity! (Whoops! It always seems to 
come back to that topic in my reports.)
Love our Valleys! Next report in the Christmas edition. z
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 23 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188

Year 2019 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 67 114 171 92 18 188

To date this year 67 181 352 444 462 650

Monthly 23 yr. av. 112 161 133 149 124 156

Accruing 23 yr. av. 112 273 406 555 679 835

22 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2018

Monthly 22 yr. av. 114 163 131 152 129 155 78 77 67 87 102 79 1335

Accruing 22 yr. av. 114 277 408 560 689 844 922 999 1066 1153 1255 1335

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 8 9 15 7 6 13

To date this year 8 17 32 39 45 58

22 yr. monthly av. 8.7 8.8 8.9 8.7 7.4 8.9 6.2 5.7 5.2 7.1 8.6 7.6 91.8

RAINFALL REPORTS
From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary

Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Tree Work in Early Spring?

1.  Enjoy More Light – Pruning trees INTRODUCES 
amazing new light and space into your property. Make 
the most of the SUN through the cooler months.

2.  Feeling Safe – Selective tree removal can eliminate 
DANGER of STORM DAMAGE, BUSHFIRE, DROPPING 
LIMBS and BRANCHES onto you and your property.

3.  Protect your Property – Wet ground and wind 
can make trees unstable. Crown reduction and canopy 
balance can also save trees from failing in the ground.

4.  Proudly Central Coast for 25+ years.

Early Spring Specials
**** AUGUST – SEPTEMBER ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS 

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call John Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced Qualified Arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

*Optional
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BIG JIM’S LAWN MOWING

0405 178 197
WE PERSONALISE EVERY JOB TO SUIT OUR CLIENTS

• CHAIN SAW WORK
• RIDE ON MOWER / LAWN CARE
• GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

$50 DISCOUNT OFF YOUR FIRST JOB
OVER THE PRICE OF $180

HOURLY OR DAY RATES AVAILABLE
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDERS/PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call Adam & Lisa Lock 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Contemporary Pools & Spas
Call Ken 0408 433 378

Matcham Valley Building
Call Nigel Dufton 0414 551 280 or 4365 0399

Reliance Carpentry and Glass
Call Steve Horner 0420 996 123

RixFix – Carpenter, Building, Property Maint.
Call Rik 0413 739 899

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Matt Smith Electrical Services
0412 391 438 mattsmithelectric@bigpond.com

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Angela Rye Mobile Podiatry 
Call Angela 0407 062 672

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

Physiozest Physiotherapy & Massage 
2/372 The Entrance Rd. Call 4384 3395

Yoga @ Bamboo Buddha 
Mish 0437 491 182 www.yogacentralcoast.com

Your Family Doctors at Erina 
602 Terrigal Drive, Erina. Call 4365 4999

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

Central Coast Shuttle Express 
Door to door transfers. Call 4340 1245

Chewing IT – Home/Business IT support services 
Call Mathew 0405 760 952

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

Garage Clean Outs – Some for free, some for fee 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Pinball machine hire. Call Joel 0407 458 929

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & attic stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

Window Cleaning – Call Selwyn 0425 202 721 
centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au

LOCAL PRODUCE & WINE

BamVino – The Deli – Pizza & Wine
Shop 488 The Entrance Road. Call 4365 0064

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

Fires Creek Fruit Wines
Shop 192 Wattle Tree Road. Call 4365 0768

PET SERVICES

Pampered Pals – pet services for your fur babies 
Call 0477 004 116

PLUMBERS

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

P.W.C. Plumbing  
Call Warren Cartwright 0408 080 863 

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Central Coast Earthworks & Haulage 
Call 0484 850 306

Deborah King Horticulture 
Call Deborah 0427 927 766

GCM – Gosford City Maintenance 
For all your acreage needs. Call 0457 303 712

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard 
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call John Murphy 0402 574 616

Kewba Pools – Repairs, Maintenance & Service 
Erina – 4367 7433. Wyoming – 4323 2679

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

Lisa Harris Real Estate – Local knowledge
Call Lisa 0412 293 127

TAX RETURNS

Brian Sullivan – Registered Tax Agent
Text Brian on 0413 759 617

TUITION

Clare Peters Art Glass – Stained glass classes 
Call Clare 0422 151 333

Wattle Tree Studio – Music tuition 
All ages and skill levels. Call 0413 631 054

WATER SUPPLIERS

RU Empty Water Cartage
Call Jim 0410 057 215

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

To have a confidential conversation about where your 
property sits in the current marketplace, call us today. 

 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
 



Community Event

MATCHAM HALL

ROCK THE Valley
FOLK, Blues and Rock

SATURDAY 10 AUGUST
7 PM TILL LATE

ADMISSION: ADULTS $10 – FAMILIES $25

get your friends and neighbours together  
for a fun-filled night of entertainment  

with food, trivia, music and dancing!

live music brought to you by  
Rod & Hayley, MaÑana Bros, The Aimless Missiles

Please bring a plate of food to share and BYO drinks

Revenue raised from this event goes towards the maintenance  
and upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
INGRID 0428 372 953
SAM 0400 081 482

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY


