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COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to our April edition of the Hall 
News for 2019.
Invitation to the Matcham Hall ANZAC 
Day Commemoration 2019
Our ANZAC Day commemorative service 
and brunch will be held on Thursday 25 
April at 10 am. It is gratifying to see the 
number of attendees continue to grow 
each year for this solemn occasion. Please 
consider joining us at the Hall for this year’s 
ANZAC Day commemoration. Our service 
is for all Matcham and Holgate residents, 
and you are welcome to bring your family 
and friends. Brunch starts at 10 am, with 
our traditional service at 11 am, followed 
by two-up and coin tossing. 

Above: Hugh and Stephen Gittoes. Hugh presented 
a stirring oration at last year’s ANZAC Day service.

Clockwise: Santa 
arrives to a great 
welcome at last 
year’s community 
Christmas party at 
the Hall, handing 
out sweets to 
appreciative 
children.
Below: Isabella 
Nealon admiring the 
poppies that bloom 
outside the Hall.
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Christmas Party
Last year’s community Christmas party was well attended and our family-friendly format 
continues to evolve. We think that it will be perfect this year! There were activities and 
face painting for the children, Jukebox music, as well as our traditional door prizes 
and raffles. It was wonderful to see Valley residents catching up with neighbours and 
meeting new people. The responsible committee member does promise to make sure 
that the trivia is a bit easier next year … “It didn’t look that hard when the answers 
were alongside the questions,” she quipped. 
We would like to acknowledge Gittoes for their sponsorship of the evening and also 
Sandra Miller Conveyancing, who came on board to sponsor the children’s face painter. 
The following businesses also provided prizes and gift vouchers to assist with the Hall’s 
fundraising initiatives and the enjoyment of the evening: 
• Drift Home & Living • Ava & Willow
• Helen Lamont Photography • Star Meditations
• Happy Chance Jewellery • Earth Driven Platters & Catering
• Gary Scholes Hobby Coat Hooks • Graham King Music
• Permacoach • Super Dollar
• Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing • Suzie German
• Pat Brennan Plumbing • Erina Post & News
•  Peter O’Grady – Matcham Valley Carpentry
Annual General Meeting 
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday 10 May at 7 pm. If anyone is 
interested in taking on a role in the new committee, we would love to hear from you 
either before then (contact ingrido@gittoes.com.au) or on the evening. 
All positions will be declared vacant. The current President, Secretary and Treasurer will 
not be accepting nomination for the coming year. BYO drinks, finger food provided. z

Hire of Hall Fees

Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150

Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150

Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150

Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Matcham Hall News is 
published three times 
a year – in April, July 
and November – and 
is delivered free to 
700 properties in the 
Matcham and Holgate 
valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes 
towards the production of 
the newsletter and for the 
maintenance and upkeep 
of our community-owned 
Matcham Hall.

Hall Newsletter
Advertising Rates

Full page $125
Half page $100
Third page $75

Quarter page $50
Classifieds $25
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS
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A message from the Editors
In this issue we commemorate ANZAC Day through some poignant stories from local 
families’ recollections. We also feature a comprehensive analysis of our riparian zone 
ecosystems, a spotlight on a young local who is achieving great things on the world 
motorsports stage, and an invitation from Mayor Jane Smith to nominate special places 
that you value in your local area.
Thanks to our regular contributors: Meg, Graham, Paul, John and Holgate PS. Thanks 
also to our sponsors and our incredible delivery team.

Coastal Open Space Strategy (COSS) – PUBLIC MEETING AT THE HALL
A list of questions was sent to the Central Coast Council officer responsible for COSS 
and published in the Hall News (Issue 123) in November 2018. We have just received 
answers from the Council, which will be published in our next issue (in July). The Hall 
Committee will be hosting an information evening in late August to discuss these 
answers from Council, as well as other local planning and environment concerns. We 
will be inviting local groups to participate, as well as the Mayor, Councillors, National 
Parks and Council officers to attend this meeting. 
Please contact Mike Murphy (369mcm@gmail.com) if you would like to be part of the 
organising team.

Advertising changes
We are pleased to announce that, in future issues of the Hall News, we are expanding 
our previous advertising options to include a Local Services Directory (see page 37), 
which we hope will become a handy reference for Valley residents seeking various 
trades or services. Our directory categories currently include: Trades, Property & 
Garden Services, Home Care Services, and Home & Personal Services.
Our Advertising team will be in contact with our current advertisers about changes to 
our existing invoicing and payment processes. We will be providing a range of options.
Key contacts for advertising enquiries are Ron Cremen (ron@adr.ae) or Mark Bunyan 
(bunyan.mark@gmail.com).

Important upcoming dates
25 April ANZAC Day service
10 May Matcham Hall Annual General Meeting
July Next issue of the Hall News
10 August Hall and community fundraising evening
August  Coastal Open Space Strategy Public Meeting  

(date and time to be confirmed in our next issue) z
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PRIVATE THOMAS EDWARD SHONK  
(1890–1966)

ANZAC Day is a time to reflect on the 
sacrifices that so many Australians and 
New Zealanders made during war. Those of 
us who have seen the movie Gallipoli are 
reminded of the senselessness of war and 
the futility of the losses of so many on both 
sides. How many have hoped that the final 
scene in Gallipoli could be changed?
I want to share the story of my grandfather, 
Tom Shonk, who served in the AIF from 1915 
to 1918. No doubt my grandfather kept a 
detailed account of his war experiences, 
but all that has survived the passage of 
time are his diaries from 1917 and 1918. 
Remarkably, Tom left the two diaries in the 
care of his brother, Harry, and these were 
finally passed down to my cousin, John 
Shonk, of Narara, who passed the diaries 
on to me earlier this year. Without these 
diaries, Private Tom Shonk’s story could not 
have been written.
Tom was a farmer at heart, but, like so many, 
depended on his work in Sydney to support 
his farm at Matcham. Had it not been for 
World War I, Tom might have settled on 
his small landholding growing fruit for the 
Sydney market. But his experiences of war 
changed Tom – this is his story.
Tom’s early years
Tom was born in London in 1890 and left 
school at age 12. He found work selling 
papers at Liverpool Street Station, as an 
office boy and messenger; he learned 
book-keeping principles and shorthand in 
the evening. In 1910, Tom and his brother 
left for Australia on the RMS Ophir.

Both Tom and Harry worked together, 
initially on farms and then in the Freezing 
Works at Cootamundra (packing rabbits). 
Tom also became a eucalyptus oil salesman 
for Coleman and Sons. Around 1912, he 
returned to England, paying his way as 
Ship Steward. In the meantime, his brother 
Harry had bought a farm at Kellyville. Tom 
clearly had a desire to follow suit, buying 
his property at Matcham in early 1913. 
Tom was a “Pitt Street” farmer, commuting 
between Pennant Hills and Matcham until 
he volunteered to join the AIF in November 
1915 – the very same day that his doctor 
cleared him of TB. He in fact continued 
to hold the land at Matcham until 1920, 
shortly after his marriage to Kathleen 
Shepherdson in late 1919.
Tom’s war diaries
During WWI Tom kept detailed diaries. For 
whatever reason (perhaps he didn’t want 
his wife Kath to read them!), he left two 
diaries (1917 and 1918) in the care of his 
brother Harry, who farmed at Kellyville. 
These diaries were then passed down to 
Harry’s son, Bill Shonk, who later handed 
them on to his own son, John Shonk. By a 
stroke of luck I was able to make contact 
with John, who had inherited Tom’s 
1917 diary. On visiting John at Narara, I 
discovered that the 1918 diary held by John 
was in fact not his grandfather Harry’s diary 
but Tom’s.
With great difficulty I transcribed both 
diaries and researched almost every aspect 
– including interpreting the writing, locating 

Chris Borough, the eldest grandson of Private Tom Shonk (one of those 
brave soldiers who are featured on Matcham Hall’s Honour Board), presents 

a fascinating insight into the life of his grandfather through excerpts from 
his diaries, which reflect on the futility and the horrors of war.
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the place names and cross-checking 
historical references. My wife, Robyn, and I 
visited the battlefields a few years ago and, 
with the help of the diaries, were able to 
trace Tom’s steps across a landscape that 
now bears little resemblance to the fields 
of war.
Without that careful handing down from 
generation to generation, these diaries 
may well have been lost; we can all thank 
John for loaning the original material to be 
copied. Earlier this year John passed these 
on to me – an invaluable record of a really 
interesting character.
War years
Tom enlisted as an Ambulance Officer in the 
14th Field Ambulance; religion “Atheist”, 
occupation “hospital attendant” (he had 
worked in the Parramatta Mental Hospital); 
rank “Private”. After training, he travelled 
to Alexandria (Egypt) and finally to France 
in May 1916. 
Details of this first deployment to France 
are sketchy, but he was promoted to Lance 
Corporal in July 1916 and repatriated to 
Britain on medical grounds in November 
1916 with synovitis of the right knee – a 
problem that was to cause him problems 
throughout his life.
Salisbury Plains
After treatment, he was stationed at 
Parkhouse Camp on the Salisbury Plains. 
Tom took every opportunity to attend 
meetings in London on a range of issues. 
He became a fervent supporter of feminist 
reforms and became well acquainted with 
suffragette Sylvia Pankhurst. 
While not lecturing in London, Tom took 
every opportunity to explore the areas 
around Parkhouse – his strong interest in 
agriculture featured commonly.
Extracts from his two surviving diaries 
(1917 and 1918) are included in italics.

Wednesday 16 April 1917
A first class apple orchard at Dinton. Bulbs 
& apples – Cox’s Orange Pippins planted 
15ft apart (vase) with young standard trees 
in-between to last out after “vase” trees 
are finished. It is still a moot point tho’ as to 
whether the standard last much longer than 
the vase. The Govt. offers motor tractor 
ploughing to farmers from 15/- to 20/- per 
acre, according to soil. Ideas incorporated 
in plough: {diagram of ploughing here}
Thursday 17 April 1917
Five furrows, fifth furrow a drain furrow. 
Plough set so that on return journey no 
shifting is necessary. Well balanced so that 
weight of one man suffices to bury shares. 
Speed – two good fast walking Clydesdales.
His experience with dealing with the 
horrendous injuries suffered by men who 
had fought on the front weighed heavily 
on his shoulders and his opinions on the 
war became very much aligned with those 
who declared themselves Conscientious 
Objectors. He vowed that he would never 
return to France.
By September 1917, Tom commenced his 
campaign pleading Conscientious Objection 
and wished to continue his role in care for 
the wounded – but not under military law. 
The Australian Army did not accept Tom’s 
point of view!
Not long afterwards he removed his Lance 
Corporal stripe and badges, and refused to 
wear them. He was detained in custody for 
a total of 69 days and deprived of wages. Of 
these days in prison he later (in 1918) wrote: 
“To-morrow, old man! There’s a place where 
to-morrows don’t exist. There’s no to-morrow 
there! No to-days, no Mondays, no Tuesdays, 
no Good Fridays, no Bad Fridays, nor any 
days at all. When you touch gravel inside a 
detention gaol, old son, it’s just TIME – TIME 
– being drawn and quartered into lumps 
o’work and physical jerks.”
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Back to France
Despite his declaration not to return to France 
he must have reconsidered his position as 
he volunteered to return to France – still as 
Lance Corporal Shonk. In France, his dislike 
of Army rules soon surfaced however, and he 
was deprived of seven days’ pay for dressing 
improperly on Parade. 
Throughout 1918 he suffered horrific 
conditions, including being gassed on 
a number occasions. From his diaries it 
appears that he never expected to give 
orders to his men, but rather invited them 
to participate; from Tom’s perspective he 
was still Private Shonk.
His notes on 13th August 1918 while in 
Villers-Bretonneux read: “Stench of decaying 
bodies. Bombed at night. Shivering all night 
with cold. Feet are almost unbearable with 
the thin German boots. The chinaman 
‘crucified’ at side of road.”
As a leader in the Canteen, he began to 
trade in goods such as parcels from home 
and most likely goods “ratted” from dead 
German soldiers. For instance, Tom, a tall 
man with large feet, wore a pair of German 
Officer’s boots but found them too tight. 
Determined to get some decent boots, he 
managed to get a vehicle to Blangy-Trouville 
(near Amiens) and had measurements 
made for new boots. He read profusely and 
had a regular subscription with newspapers 
delivered to the front line.
War ends
His record on 11th November 1918 reads: 
“Hostilities have ceased – and in the village 
life goes on without a break for shouting. 
The betteraves (beetroot) are carted and 
cognac is poured into one cup of coffee – 
that is all. 50,000 Australians have been 
killed and millions of others too.”
Tom returned to England and, after a 
period in hospital, undertook a course in 
Co-operatives. On his trip home he wrote 

a book titled Homing that put pen to paper 
on their hopes for the future. He had noted 
earlier that: “A Way to Peace. Promote 
International Countries & White Australia, 
Yes. But let it be an educated German, Italian, 
French, Russian, English, or Danish Australia.”
Tom took the opportunity to follow his 
interests in the land by taking up the 
training opportunity provided by the 
Australian Army and became the first 
student in the newly formed Co-operative 
College in Manchester.
Home at last
After spending three months at the 
Co-operative College, he finally returned 
to Australia in November 1919 and married 
his fiancée Kathleen; they were married at 
dawn on the Island at Balmoral Beach. He 
put his land at Matcham up for sale and 
lived the remainder of his life in Sydney 
working for the Australian Alliance (for 
prohibition of alcohol), the Co-operative 
Movement (including publisher of the 
Co-operative News), and General Secretary 
of the Benevolent Society. 
Tom worked for the Benevolent Society until 
his death in late 1966 at age 76. For a reason 
unknown to me, my mother omitted to tell 
me about his death and it was some two 
months afterwards that my grandmother, 
Kathleen, wrote to me of Tom’s death. My 
wife, Robyn, was able to contact me by 
ship-to-shore radio while I was on a small 
ship travelling along the North Coast of New 
Britain in the then Territory of Papua and 
New Guinea and gave me the sad news. 
Tom would have been very proud to see 
his name featured on the Matcham Hall 
Honour Board. z
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Photo of Doris Whiting (born 1920) 
and her much-loved granny, Mrs 
Elizabeth Smith of Holgate (known 
as Granny), with a local orchard in 
the background.  
[Mrs Doris Gale album]

Woodchopping, an eternal chore.  
Man on right is Oliver Patterson, 
with a friend from Sydney.   
[Photo:  late Mrs Virlie Kirkby,  
née Patterson]

Orchard spraying method.    
[Photo:  Mrs Doris Gale]

Typical farming activities at Matcham/Holgate 
during Tom Shonk’s residency
(These photos are reproduced with the kind permission of Mrs Doris Gale  
[née Whiting] of Holgate)
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pinball
t r a d i n g  c o .

buy •  sell •  h ire

Pinball machine party hire from $275

We buy pinballs any condition, working or not

Pinball machine sales and servicing
www.pinballtradingco.com.au

Phone Joel 0407 458 929 – Holgate

(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation and wall mounting

Sound bar and home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 0407 458 929 – Holgate
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garage clean outs
some for free

some for fee

call james morgan

0405 178 197
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IN MEMORY OF MY GREAT-UNCLE 
CYRIL HENRY MARTIN 

Growing up in Matcham has shaped my 
life in so many ways. I would consider 
myself the luckiest of the generations. 
My parents took care of everything and I 
always felt safe and secure. There were no 
wars or droughts to worry about. No doors 
or cars were ever locked. 
This was unlike the lives of my great-great-
grandparents, James and Ellen Martin, who 
lost a son (Cyril Henry Martin) in the First 
World War, and Nanna Martin (née Francis 
Ridge), who had to help on the family farm 
when her dad was injured in the War. 
My grandpa worked hard growing beans 
and recalled times when they had to 
practise hiding in the air raid shelter at 
Holgate Public School during WW2. As a 
child, my dad helped on the farm; not that 
he talks about it much, but I know that 
basic items such as shoes weren’t always 
available and milk/butter came from the 
family cows. 
This is in sharp contrast to when I was 
growing up, where the farm no longer 
existed and Matcham was considered 
more of a middle-class suburb. This is 
juxtaposed to the times of my dad, who 
was teased as a child for living in such a 
poor suburb like Matcham.
When I was around 12, Dad built rooms 
outside (shipping containers renovated) for 
Tiffany and me. I loved being able to look 
outside my window at the vast expanse of 
green paddocks. We had many animals and 
this was a great lesson in love and loss. 

Fast forward to the present – and as a 
mum I think often of my great-uncle Cyril 
Henry Martin, who passed away in WW1. 
Death isn’t something that families often 
talk about, and I can understand why. But 
when I came across the original telegram 
notifying of his death (reproduced on 
opposite page) from wounds received 
at the Battle of Fleurbaix, at Fromelles, 
France, in 1916, it sparked my curiosity. 
My great-great-grandparents were so 
heartbroken by their son’s death that 
they helped create the war memorial that 
once stood at the junction of Terrigal Drive 
and The Entrance Road (since moved to 
its current site at Terrigal Beach). Seven 
years after his death, they published a 
heartbreaking poem (see opposite page) 
in the local newspaper. 
They wanted so greatly to visit his grave 
but weren’t able to do so. When Merril 
Jackson, the creator of the Central Coast 
Poppy Project, contacted me around 2015 
I was so excited. Merril had come across 
my great-great-grandparents’ 1923 poem, 
which inspired her to instigate her project. 
Many readers may have created poppies 
for the Skillion and Gosford poppy projects 
and will be familiar with her work. What 
you may not know is that Cyril’s face was 
used for this campaign. In 2018, Merril was 
able to take some stones from my great-
great-grandparents’ grave and place them 
on Cyril’s grave at Wimereux in France (see 
photo on opposite page). z

Amanda Taylor (née Martin) shares her personal memories of growing up in 
Matcham and of the sacrifice made in WW1 by her great-uncle, Private Cyril Henry 
Martin (another of the brave soldiers featured on Matcham Hall’s Honour Board). 
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Cyril’s grave in Wimereux, France, with his 
parents’ photos and three white stones from 
their graves (taken from Wamberal Cemetery).

Cyril Martin was the catalyst for the creation of the 
Central Coast Poppy Project after local researcher 
Merril Jackson came across the heartbreaking 
‘In Memoriam’ verse (see above) placed in The 
Gosford Times, in August 1923, by Cyril’s sorrowing 
parents, James and Ellen Martin. 

No. 8 Stationary Hospital,
B.E.F.
FRANCE

9.8.16.
Dear Mrs Martin,
 Matron wishes me to write and tell you 
the sad news that your Son, Pte. C.H. 
Martin, Reg. No. 3355, 53 Batt. A.I.F. Died 
last night.
 Although everything possible was done 
to save his life, he had been so severely 
wounded, that he had not enough strength 
to pull through. He will be buried in the 
Wimereux (Nr. Boulogne) Cemetery here. The 
Sister of his Ward is also writing to you.
 With deep sympathy.
 Yours truly, 

(Sgd) E.S.K.
For
MATRON.
No. 8 Stationary Hospital,
B.E.F.
Boulogne,
FRANCE.

Dear Mrs Martin,
 I expect before you get this letter you 
will have heard officially that your Son 
passed away last evening at 9.20 P.M. I 
looked after him during the day and asked 
him if I could write to give any messages he 
wanted to send to you. He asked me to give 
his love to you and all at Home, and also to 
tell you that he had tried his hardest to 
get well.
 He was awfully ill at the time, we did 
all we could for him, but unfortunately I 
am so sorry for you all. He was such a good 
Patient and I did so hope we should be able 
to make him well again.

Please accept my deepest sympathy.
Yours sincerely,
(Sgd) E.A. Goldstran (Sister)

Dear Mrs Martin,
 You will by now have received the sad 
news that your Son died in this Hospital. 
I am writing to express my sympathy with 
you in your great sorrow, and to tell you, 
as I thought it might comfort you a little 
in your sorrow to know, that I buried him 
in the little Cemetery at Wimereux just 
near here. His Coffin, which was of nicely 
stained wood was covered with a large 
Union Jack Flag, and was carried by Four 
Soldiers. I read exactly the same service 
over his Grave as that taken at Funerals in 
England, and then at the finish a Soldier 
played the “Last Post” over his Grave, so 
your Son was buried with Military Honors. 
I am very sorry for you Mrs Martin, and I 
hope that the knowledge that your Son died a 
Soldier’s death fighting for the Empire, that 
he received every attention from the Doctors 
and Nurses who did everything in their power 
to save his life, and that after he had died 
he received a proper and seemly burial, will 
be some small comfort to you and help you 
to bear your sad Bereavement. A Cross will 
be put up to mark the place where your Son 
was buried. You must try to think that your 
Son is now in God’s safe keeping far removed 
from War and suffering, awaiting the day when 
you and he will meet once more in the great 
world beyond this, a world where partings 
and sorrow shall be no more.

Believe me,
Yours sincerely,
(Sgd) C.R. Appleton
(Chaplain to the Forces in France.)
No. 8 Stationary Hospital,
B.E.F.
FRANCE.
August 9th 1916.

He is buried away in France,
And his grave we may never see;

Will some kind friend in that distant land
Plant a flower on his grave for me

We still seem to see his smiling face,
Through a mist of anxious tears;

But a mother’s heart is a broken heart,
And a burden of weary years.
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MEG’S PERMACULTURE

A Pattern for Permanent Culture
When I first encountered permaculture 
back in my 20s, I thought it was all about 
gardening. I found a copy of Rosemary 
Morrow’s book, An Earth User’s Guide to 
Permaculture, in a local bookshop and 
thought it looked like a good weekend read. 
When Bill Mollison and David Holmgren 
developed the permaculture model 
back in the 1970s, they were offering an 
alternative to broad acre farming. 
In the years since, the germ of an idea has 
grown into an international movement 
for designing systems that meet human 
needs while increasing ecological health. 
Permaculture is now taught and practised 
from the arctic to the equatorial tropics. 
The strength of the model is its flexibility. 
Permaculture is a design template that 
can be used on everything from huge 
properties to small suburban gardens. 
What many people don’t know is that it 
can also be used to design communities, 
organisations and teams. 

Social Permaculture
All permaculture systems are about 
people. I could design for you a beautiful 
garden, but without you and your family 
to care and tend for that garden it will 
fail. Your ability to cooperate and interact 
with the garden is critical to its success.
Now imagine taking the garden out of 
the equation and just using permaculture 
to design human systems. This is known 

as ‘social permaculture’. It uses all of 
the same ethics and principles as a food 
system, but the yields are all about greater 
connection for people, better physical 
and mental health, greater resilience and 
a more fulfilling life. 
Our local produce share is an example 
of a social permaculture system. It was 
designed to create opportunities to build 
human relationships in much the same 
way that companion planting builds a 
productive garden. On one level, the 
produce share is about sharing our 
abundance with each other, but it’s so 
much more than that. It’s also about 
building the type of community that we 
want to live in.
Permaculture is Commonsense
Another great example of social 
permaculture is the community Hall 
and the work done by the dedicated 
volunteers who maintain it. They might 
be surprised to read this, because, to 
the best of my knowledge, none of them 
have actively applied the permaculture 
design model to the way they run the 
Hall. And yet I can see all of the hallmarks 
of a social permaculture system. Perhaps 
that’s because permaculture is really 
about shared ethics and commonsense: 
Most people want to care for the earth 
and each other. Most people are not 
inherently greedy. 
Systems that foster stronger communities 
and reduce conflict are social permaculture 

Meg McGowan discusses how the permaculture design model can be 
applied to all aspects of our human activities, and not just gardening and 
agricultural pursuits. She points out that any system that fosters stronger 

communities and reduces conflict is a ‘social permaculture’ system.
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systems. The Hall committee reminds me 
of those beautiful gardens I sometimes 
encounter where the owners don’t know 
anything about permaculture and yet 
the garden looks like they are experts. 
Social permaculture is all about building 
inclusive, resilient social systems, but 
you can also build those systems by just 
applying commonsense. The current 
Hall committee and those who have 
volunteered previously have made a great 
contribution to life in the valleys. 
ANZAC Day
Around about the same time as this edition 
gets delivered to your door there will be 
an ANZAC commemorative service at the 
Hall. It was this event that first introduced 
many of us to the local community. It’s a 
tribute to the committee and the many 
volunteers that make it possible. The 
beautifully renovated and maintained Hall 
will continue to provide us with a place 
where we can all come together to meet 
and to renew past acquaintances. Food 
will be shared, volunteers will decorate 
the space and someone will find ways to 
keep the children occupied and happy. All 
of this will be done with no expectation 
of financial reward. We form community 
because we are human, and all humans 
need community.
One of the things I contemplate on ANZAC 
Day is how much simpler life would have 
been for the families that lived in these 
valleys during the war years, and how 
much community would have sustained 
them. Thanks to the Hall committee and 
other local voluntary organisations, we 
still have opportunities to build that kind 
of community.
I also contemplate the thought that 
it’s a uniquely Australian thing to 
commemorate a great loss rather than 

a great victory. When our daughter was 
in primary school, one of the surviving 
veterans used to speak to the children 
about ANZAC Day. He would tell them that 
the day was a reminder that war involved 
death and loss, and that we should all do 
everything we can to avoid ever having to 
go to war. 
He taught that ANZAC Day was not about 
glorifying war, but about reminding all 
of us that wars waste lives. He would 
encourage the children to be kinder to 
each other, telling them that if we could 
all learn to get along together and to 
respect our differences then we could 
prevent wars, because nobody would be 
prepared to kill another person no matter 
what a government told us to do. He was 
an exceptional man. The year we heard 
he had died, we both cried. 
This ANZAC Day, when I attend our great 
community event, I’ll be thinking of his 
words. They apply as much to us as they 
do to our children. Human conflict is 
inevitable. We don’t all like each other! 
But what we do about that conflict is 
a choice. By creating events where we 
can come together on neutral ground 
and find ways to get along in spite of our 
differences, in mutually respectful ways, 
we are all practising social permaculture. 
I like to think we are also helping to 
prevent wars. 
So, if you’ve only ever driven in and 
out of your property, don’t know your 
neighbours and haven’t met any of the 
locals, please consider coming along on 
ANZAC Day and introducing yourself. 
Our community will benefit from your 
presence and you’ll hopefully understand 
why so many of us freely donate our time 
and energy to building a diverse, resilient 
and inclusive place to live. z
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CARING FOR OUR  
RIPARIAN ZONE ECOSYSTEMS

The Matcham/Holgate Valley area 
(comprising the Fires, Maddens and Erina 
creeks water catchment) is one of three 
remaining high conservation value “remnant 
rainforest with functioning creek channel” 
areas on the Central Coast – the others being 
Ourimbah Creek and Strickland Reserve. 
Our Valley has a rich history of resident 
cooperation in restoring and maintaining key 
aspects of the Valley’s natural environment. 
This was particularly evident in 2004 when 
Valley residents actively participated in 
preparing and then implementing a 5-year 
“Rivercare Plan” focused on preserving/
restoring the core of the Valley Rainforest 
system – its creek, gully tributary, natural 
spring and the headwater ridgeline habitats 
and associated pre-settlement native 
vegetation groupings. 
The cooperation included community 
planning workshops and extensive site visits, 
with (pre-Facebook) social infrastructure 
existing in the form of Matcham/Holgate 
Landcare Inc (which also took responsibility 
for Wambina Reserve) and Friends of Fires 
Creek. They were assisted by various NSW 
and local government authorities and the 
Central Coast Community Environment 
Network (CEN) to assemble what became the 
Erina Rivercare PLAN (including Erina, Fires 

and Maddens creeks). A 91-page document 
was produced, along with five detailed 
aerial maps; four of which covered 203 
individual property plans within the Valley 
area straddling the three creeks (from Clyde 
Road upstream), with the fifth map covering 
another 20 properties downstream to the 
Punt Bridge (mainly Gosford Council land).
The PLAN enabled every landholder (from 
those on the ridgelines to those with 
the major creeks running through their 
properties) to gain an understanding of how 
what they do on their property can positively 
or negatively impact the whole Valley. For 
those properties with creek frontages, the 
PLAN assisted in identifying problem areas 
and devising strategies to address these 
issues. In gaining a better understanding 
of the processes that take place in the 
catchment, each landholder could review 
their options for “garden” management in 
their own back/front yards.
Key concepts
1.   Catchment – the land area drained by a 

stream (intermittent/permanent) and its 
tributaries up to ridgelines. 

2.   Rivercare – a coordinated community-
based program developed to protect/
restore/improve the natural stabilisation 

 “Our Valley Garden depends on informed persistent gardeners”
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aspects of the creek corridor through 
specific focus on appropriate vegetation 
that maintains stability of the creek pool 
and riffle sequence/flow. 

3.   Corridor – the ridges, watercourse, banks, 
floodplain and land immediately adjacent 
to the high point of the creek bank (up 
to 40 m) that is required for the efficient 
functioning of the habitat and wildlife 
access (for plants, birds, reptiles, insects, 
fungi and other wildlife). 

4.   Pool and Riffle Sequence refers to changes 
in the long profile of a creek/stream where 
it typically alternates between deep, still 
water (pool) and shallow, running water 
(riffle). 

5.   Recharge is the portion of rainfall or river 
flow that percolates down through the 
soil and rock formations to reach the 
groundwater system.

6.   Refuge from drought and bushfires for 
wildlife has always been the role of our 
Valley pool and riffle rainforest-covered 
creek system.

Four key subjects were covered in the PLAN, 
providing land-holders with information to 
make educated decisions regarding creek 
management (restoration, rehabilitation 
and maintenance), “stream health” and 
cooperation between property owners to 
manage issues beyond each boundary (both 
towards the creek and up to the ridgelines):

1.   Natural Creek Channel Functionality and 
Water Flow. This is impacted by natural 
spring aquifer water levels, intensity of 
rainfall events affecting siltation, bore 
numbers, dam numbers, weirs (native fish 
movement/access) and the ability of the 
creek to overflow its banks sustainably 
(minimising erosion). Flow is also affected 
where one property may have excavated 
a large “water feature”/dam in the stream 
course that effectively increases upstream 
flow momentum during rain periods and 
drains upper reaches in droughts, often 
then preventing natural spring flow to 
lower reaches. 
The measure of potential Flow used 
by hydrologists is “cumulative residual 
rainfall mass”, which is measured by 
deducting, say, the monthly rainfall 
received from the 100-year monthly 
average to get a residual, and then adding 
that to the previous results to understand 
aquifer storage/drainage and/or impacts 
of drought. 
The following two local charts (scale in 
mm) – 1920 to 2004 Narara and 1997 
to 2018 Matcham – show the dramatic 
monthly rainfall volatility and the gradual 
further reduction in aquifer storage 
(drought). Annual rainfall averages 
1300 mm with +/- 400 mm variations over 
the past 22 years.
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2.   Creek Bed and Bank Erosion and the 
impact of “weeds”. Erosion arises from 
heavy, persistent rainfall events and 
poor management of natural drainage, 
associated with private landscaping/
planting management and construction/
landscaping activity involving excavation. 
Australia has the second highest flood 
variability globally, with water flow 
height variations up to 20 times the 
yearly average, especially on the East 
Coast in areas such as ours. Over the 
millennia, our creek system has adapted 
to this flooding by developing a rainforest 
system to withstand the water force and 
maintain the mutually interdependent 
plant/wildlife habitat. Introduced garden 
plants in the form of “expansive lawns”, 
Lantana, Camphor Laurel, Privet, Arum 
Lily, Wandering Jew and Crofton Weed 
are the major competitor threats to 
conservation of these remnant rainforest 
corridors (out-competing natives and 
less effective in erosion control than 
natives). 
However, unmanaged weed removal 
(and lawn extensions to the creek edge) 
can lead to significant erosion/siltation 
and large wildlife corridor gap outcomes 
that are difficult to reverse. Where native 
fauna species may use the weed species 
for protection when moving from one 
area of native vegetation to another, 
weeding, according to the PLAN, was 
to be staged to keep gaps to less than 
50 metres (measured between canopy 
edges) in the corridor at any one time. 
Water flowing over a grassed bank, as 
opposed to a thickly vegetated bank, will 
flow, say, twice as fast. Water flowing 
twice as fast has four times as much 
erosion power! 
By adapting to the flood regime, the 
extensive vegetation root systems and 
large fallen trunks/branches along the 

creek ensures that soil binding and 
floodwater velocity reduction keep the 
banks intact. The wider the vegetation 
buffer, the more stable the creek banks. 
Privet/Camphor Laurel tree removal 
needs to be gradual for two reasons: 
firstly, after poisoning, the roots need 
to remain to assist soil stability and 
secondly, in the absence of other tree 
species, Privet can at least protect 
rainforest seedlings against frost and 
scorching sun until they are sufficiently 
developed to fend for themselves.

3.   Restoration of Riparian (i.e. land 
adjacent to and including creek zone) 
Native Vegetation groupings and 
associated biodiversity established in 
the headwaters of the three creeks 
and accessibly demonstrated most 
extensively in the ridgeline and 
intermittent gully forests in (among other 
COSS lands) Katandra and Wambina 
Reserves. There are over 240 plant 
species recorded in our predominantly 
“warm temperate gully rainforest”.  
A 1990s study of the Matcham-Holgate 
Range identified 80 birds, 12 mammals,  
4 reptiles and 3 amphibians. The 
mammals included the Yellow-bellied 
Glider, while the birds included the 
Powerful and Sooty Owls, which are all 
listed as vulnerable. 
The Valley is one of the largest rainforest 
pockets in the Gosford District and 
is distinct in retaining a substantial 
population of White Beech. The key 
checklist of successful native plant 
species that provide structural integrity 
in our creek areas include Lilly Pilly, 
Sandpaper Fig and Lomandra, as well 
as Bush Kurrajong, Red Ash and Cheese 
Trees. Remember that the ideal time 
to plant is in Autumn when the ground 
is damp following the generally higher 
rainfall averages of late summer. 
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The full list of endemic vegetation 
commonly observed along the three 
creeks is provided in Table 1, at right.

4.   Water Quality from both rainfall and 
the natural springs in the headwaters 
(e.g. Triple Springs) and various 
locations just below the ridgelines (e.g. 
St Johns Lookout in Katandra Reserve). 
Creeks require “woody debris” from 
major tree falls to provide shelter, 
shade, amphibian spawning sites and, 
through water flowing over embedded 
logs, oxygenation and, immediately 
downstream of large logs, scouring of 
natural pool habitat where the banks 
provide enough stability to withstand 
the erosive impact of floodwaters. 
Water quality is adversely affected (algal 
blooms, fish kill) by poor septic system 
management, excessive land clearing, 
excessive fertiliser application on large 
residential grass areas (particularly 
causing elevated phosphorus levels) and 
inadequate grass clipping management 
near creeks (elevated nitrogen levels). 
Sedimentation and erosion also have a 
dramatic and adversely negative impact 
on water turbidity, and thus the ability of 
light to penetrate to allow aquatic plants, 
and therefore amphibians, to survive. z

For more information: The original 2004 
report and various maps are available in 
digital form on the Matcham Hall website: 
www.matchamhall.org/newsletter. 

Table 1 Endemic vegetation commonly 
observed along the three creeks
Botanical name Common name
Acacia schinoides Green Cedar Wattle
Acacia maidenii Maiden’s Wattle
Acacia prominens Gosford Wattle
Acacia irrorata Green Wattle
Acmena smithii Lilly Pilly
Allocasuarina littoralis Forest Oak
Alphitonia excelsa Red Ash
Angophora costata Smooth-barked Apple
Angophora floribunda Rough-barked Apple
Cissus hypoglauca Water Vine
Commersonia fraseri Brush Kurrajong
Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum
Eucalyptus paniculata Ironbark
Eucalyptus pilularis Blackbutt
Eucalyptus saligna Sydney Blue Gum
Eucalyptus tereticornis** Forest Red Gum
Eucalyptus robusta Swamp Mahogany
Eucalyptus acmenoides White Mahogany
Glochidion ferdinandi Cheese Tree
Ficus coronata Sandpaper Fig
Ceratopetalum apetalum Coachwood
Syncarpia glomulifera Turpentine
Dianella caerulea var. producta Blue Flax Lily
Dodonaea triquetra Common Hop Bush
Duboisia myoporoides Corkwood
Endiandra sieberi Hard Corkwood
Melaleuca linariifolia Snow-in-Summer
Melaleuca styphelioides Prickly Paperbark
Melaleuca biconvexa*** Biconvex Paperbark
Callistemon salignus Willow Bottlebrush
Rhodamnia rubescens*** Scrub Turpentine
Tristaniopsis laurina Water Gum
Neolitsea dealbata White Bolly Gum
Pittosporum undulatum Sweet Pittosporum
Syzygium oleosum Blue Lilly Pilly
Pittosporum revolutum Hairy Pittosporum
Breynia oblongifolia Coffee Bush
Notelaea longifolia Mock Olive
Elaeocarpus reticulatus Blueberry Ash
Hymenosporum flavum Native Frangipani
Gymnostachys anceps Settler’s Flax
Doodia aspera Rasp Fern
Glycine microphylla Glycine
Hardenbergia violacea Hardenbergia
Kennedia rubicunda Dusky Coral Pea
Pittosporum multiflorum Orange Thorn
Lomandra longifolia Mat Rush
Melicope micrococca Melicope
Oxylobium illicifolium Native Holly
Pteridium esculentum Bracken Fern
Symplocos thwaitesii Buff Hazelwood
Oplismensus imbecillis Basket Grass
Cissus antarctica Giant Water Vine
Geitonoplesium cymosum Scrambling Lilly
Dioscorea transversa Native Yam
Smilax australis Austral Sarsaparilla
Morinda jasminoides Morinda

** denotes isolated distribution
*** denotes threatenedGmelina leichhardtii (White Beech) grows in 

subtropical, riverine and littoral rainforest areas.
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Does your fur baby need  
some pampering?

Our exotic range of pet services 
will provide your fur babies  
with grooming, exercise, &  

we even care for them while 
you’re on holidays.

Give us a call for pricing on your 
individual needs
M. 0477 004 116

E. pamperedpals.sales@gmail.com

Check out our website for more information 
https://pamperedpals.com.au

WINDOW CLEANING

Domestic Specialists

17+ Years experience

Fully insured & provided

Free quote within 24 hours

Phone Selwyn

0425 202 721

centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Protecting our places
One of the challenges we face as a Council 
and a region is how we effectively balance 
the needs of our growing community with 
protecting the values that are important 
to our community – not only the natural 
environment, but also the look, feel and 
the character of local places. 
Development must be balanced and 
sustainable – it must protect and enhance 
local communities, not denigrate them. 
We know this is what the community 
want as they told us in the development 
of the first Community Strategic Plan for 
the Central Coast. 
Major development needs to be 
concentrated along transport corridors 
and in town centres – this makes 
sense as this is where there is already 
infrastructure and transport links, and 
this is where our focus will be.
By concentrating the bulk of new 
housing in transport corridors, we can 
ensure the local character of areas can 
be protected and enhanced. Council is 
committed to ensuring land use planning 
and development is sustainable and 
environmentally sound, and considers 
the importance of local habitat, 
green corridors, energy efficiency and 
stormwater management.
Communities need to be active 
participants in having a say in the future 
of their local areas. 
Council recently exhibited draft 
consolidated planning controls for the 
Central Coast, a Local Environment Plan 

(LEP) and Development Control Plan 
(DCP). These were endorsed under the 
Administrator and seek to combine the 
planning controls of the former Gosford 
and Wyong local government areas. 
Hopefully, many people in the Matcham 
and Holgate areas had a look at these 
documents and considered what it might 
mean for the future of the region. I will be 
interested in reviewing those submissions.
Council will also commence a longer 
process to develop a Comprehensive 
LEP. This involves more detailed studies 
over a number of years that will help to 
guide the planning controls to shape the 
long-term future of the Central Coast as 
a region.
My question to residents in your area is 
what is important to you? What are the 
attributes and character of your area 
that you value and why do you like living 
there?
I know that when I drive through Matcham 
and Holgate I am struck by the scenic 
qualities of the area – the semi-rural feel, 
the post and rail fencing, open space, the 
creeks, our COSS lands that provide the 
tree-lined backdrop – just how different 
and unique it is to other parts of the 
Coast – and yet only a few minutes from 
an urban environment. Is this something 
that is important to you?
Let me know what are the special places 
that you value in your local area by 
contacting me at the address below. z
Mayor Jane Smith
mayor@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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attle Tree StudioW

$32 $58
1 hr1/2 hr

saxophone clarinet piano shakuhachi
bansuri composition theory

flute

music tuition

WATTLETREESTUDIO 159 wattle tree road, holgate

0413 631 054
all ages and skill levels
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SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: 
DREW RIDGE

Matcham local Drew Ridge is a rising star of the Australian and international motorsports 
scene. A third-generation motorsports competitor, Drew was given his first go-kart for his 
11th birthday and in 2014 achieved one of his goals by becoming the Australian National 
Sprint Kart Champion – Junior Clubman. Educated at Holgate Primary School, where he 
was elected School Captain, Drew moved on to Terrigal High School, where he achieved 

top academic results and excelled in mathematics, Japanese, debating and public 
speaking, and received multiple citizenship and school spirit awards. 

Q.  Drew, as a child growing up in 
Matcham, how did you become 
involved in motorsports?

A.  I always loved watching all motorsports 
and grew up surrounded with it in 
my life, but I didn’t actually start any 
driving until I received a go-kart for my 
11th birthday. From there I fell in love 
with the speed and precision aspect, 
as well as the competitiveness and 
the need to constantly improve and 
raise your game. The more I drove, 
the better I became, and have been 
progressing through the motorsports 
ranks ever since.

Q.  What is your family background in 
motorsports?

A.  I’m a third-generation driver. My 
grandfather, Warren, has been rallying 

all his life – in particular some long-
distance endurance events – while my 
dad grew up with go-karts and then 
moved to sprint rallying later also. I 
feel like the odd one out in my family 
sometimes by sticking to circuit racing 
and not switching to dirt, but for now 
I’m passionate about making a career 
on the asphalt. I’m sure I will try dirt 
racing one day!

Q.  You have had sponsorship from locals 
such as Ron Cremen, who also lives in 
Matcham. How did this sponsorship 
help you?

A.  Having the support of locals like Ron 
on the Central Coast has given me a 
great foundation to try and progress 
my career and gain new opportunities. 
Without it, moving up the ladder of 
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motorsports, and in particular circuit 
racing, can become extremely difficult.

Q.  Can you list from 1 to 10 your most 
important accomplishments?

A. 1.  Coming 5th place overall and runner-
up in the rookie championship in 
the 2017 Audi Sport TT Cup. I had 
to pack up my life and move to 
Munich, Germany, at 18 years old 
and compete against the best young 
drivers from Europe who would 
race every weekend. For my debut 
to racing in Europe I was very proud 
of how I competed in the series 
and the results I got, with three 
podium finishes over the 7-round 
season that raced in Germany, the 
Netherlands and Austria.

 2.  Placing 3rd in the 2018 Bathurst 
12-hour Invitational Class. As far 
as driving difficulty, this was the 
hardest as we would do three stints 
of 1.5 to 2 hours around the most 
difficult track in the country. Fitness 
and concentration were a major 
part in having a clean race there.

 3.  Winning the Junior Clubman 
Australian Championship in Go-
Karting with a broken wrist in 2014. 
Two weeks before the event, I 
fractured my wrist playing a school 
sport and thought I would not be 
able to compete. However, lots of 
bandages and painkillers allowed 
me to drive for short periods. After 
just being happy to get to the event, 
I was ecstatic to win and felt like 
I had reached the peak of junior 
karting in this country.

 4.  Winning the Formula BMW Asia 
Cup Super 6 event at the Sepang 
International Circuit in Malaysia 
in 2015. It was my second event 

racing open-wheeler Formula BMW 
cars (the first step after getting out 
of go-karting), and against some 
quality young international drivers I 
managed to win.

 5.  Achieving a podium finish in the wet 
in Round 5 of the Audi TT Cup at the 
Nürburgring racetrack in Germany. I 
had a disastrous qualifying round – 
and starting from 10th pole position, 
I had no expectations before the race. 
To then turn things around and drive 
up to 3rd in torrential rain conditions 
was something that surprised a lot 
of people, including myself. It was an 
extremely rewarding feeling.
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 6.  Moving to a new country and living 
alone in Munich not long after 
turning 18. I was the only Australian 
of 16 young drivers from around the 
world selected to compete in the 
Audi TT Cup Championship. It was a 
big sacrifice, but I learned so much 

about myself and have no regrets 
whatsoever, meeting some amazing 
people along the way.

 7.  Finishing my HSC whilst competing 
in the Toyota 86 Championship 
and the final round as a wildcard in 
the 2016 Audi TT Cup. Year 12 was 
chaotic at best, but I was able to 
secure early entry into Macquarie 
University and place more focus 
back onto my racing after.

 8.  Getting to train with World 
Champion Audi drivers, as well as 
other European sports stars, at 
their preseason training camp in the 
Austrian Alps at the start of the 2017 
Audi TT Cup season. This was a very 
cool experience.

 9.  Driving some very cool road and race 
cars along the way. Some special 
highlights include drifting Audi R8s 
around the Audi Sport Test Track in 
Nuremberg and testing a new model 
Porsche Carrera Cup race car before 
the first ones arrived in Australia.
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 10.  Travelling around Europe and seeing 
some amazing cities and racetracks 
that I had dreamed about. I’ve been 
very fortunate with some of the 
opportunities I’ve had growing up 
and appreciate every one of them. 
Hopefully, I can continue to combine 
the racing and travelling, with some 
other bucket-list places remaining 
to be experienced in Europe and the 
United States. z
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Wednesdays 10.30 am
Everyone Welcome $15

Classes are designed for the 
individual with a focus on health 

and well-being
Each week a new topic is taught  
to maximise the benefits of yoga

Join Mish 0437 491 182
Master Yoga Teacher

www.yogacentralcoast.com

Yoga@Bamboo Buddha

CLARE PETERS ART GLASS
FOUNTAINDALE (OURIMBAH)

GLASS COURSES – WEEKEND WORKSHOPS
STAINED GLASS – June 1 & 2 

WARM GLASS (fusing & slumping) – June 22 & 23

UPCOMING CLASSES 
NOW AVAILABLE
Glass classes, weekend 
courses and weekly 
workshops are held on a 
regular basis in the areas 
of kiln formed glass and 
leadlight/stained glass. 
Classes offered suit the 
absolute beginner through 
to those with previous 
glass experience.
Clare Peters is a Glass 
Artist who has exhibited 
her work in Australia 
and internationally, 
and has won several 
local and international 
major awards. She has 
a Bachelor of Visual 
Arts (Glass Major) with 
First Class Honours from 
the Australian National 
University.

Website www.clarepeters.com 

FB Search clarepetersartglass/

Email clare@clarepeters.com 

Or call Clare on 0422 151 333

0407 668 689
Residential – Commercial – Industrial

MATCHAM HALL NEWS
LOCAL SERVICES 
DIRECTORY ADS
NOW AVAILABLE

SEE PAGE 37
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School has been back for seven weeks 
now. At Holgate Public School we have one 
new teacher, Mr Walker, a Relieving School 
Principal, Mr Ireland, and a new Librarian, 
Mrs Schumacher.
We have had lots happening already in 
2019. A couple of weeks ago was the 
Swimming Carnival. In 3rd place was Wattle, 
in 2nd place was Waratah and the winner 
was Banksia House. We all had a great time 
and did our best. The parents won the 
teacher/parent race again, but the teachers 
are getting closer each year.
You may know the House Captains for 
Banksia are Annabel Goodman and Harry 
Folatarick; for Waratah – Elliot Robeson and 
Izzie Cassidy; and for Wattle – Bailey Oxley 
and Jesse Roder. These children are all great 
House Captains and always try their best.

The School Captains for 2019 are Arlo 
Gurr and Annabelle Hedger, and our Vice 
Captains are Minnie Hails and Louis Bull.
Our school again has a great Dance program, 
the Green Dream team, as well as a Choir 
and Band. These are all going really well and 
give us lots of fun things to do when we are 
not in the classroom. Mr Walker (our new 
teacher) has joined the Green Dream team 
and has lots of good ideas on how to help 
our school environment!
The Year 6 area on the oval has been 
painted and it looks AMAZING!!!!!! We are 
also getting new toilets soon, which we 
can’t wait for.
The school is going really well with 
everything that is going on and everything 
is running smoothly. Everyone at Holgate is 
proud of our school! z

This Holgate Public School report is brought to you by 
Annabelle Hedger and Arlo Gurr – School Captains for 2019

This section of the report is brought to you by  
Relieving Principal David Ireland

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL

I have had the pleasure of being invited 
to be the Relieving School Principal of 
Holgate Public School for the beginning of 
2019. As a visitor to your community I must 
say how blessed you all are to be living in 
such a beautiful part of the world. The 
community in which you live is so friendly 
and welcoming. 
Thank you to all of those who regularly 
support our school and its students.
Throughout the term I have been working 
with the children of Holgate about some 
fundamental skills that we all need to be 
successful each and every day, so that they 

can continue to ensure that Holgate remains 
the wonderful community it is.
In recent weeks these have included:
•   Friendship – behave like the friend you 

would like to have. Patient, kind, fair, 
caring, supportive.

•   Listening – always look directly at the 
person when they are speaking with you. 
This helps you receive the message more 
successfully and the speaker will also 
know that you have heard them.

•   Organisation – knowing where things 
are to be found, putting things away, 
being on time in the right place helps 

Continued on p. 31
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs

Consider this .....
>  Total customer focus & care

>  Low overheads, low commissions
>  Is an auction necessary???

I will give the best advice to save your money

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127
59 Carlton Road
Holgate NSW 2250
lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
www. lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licensed real estate agent & auctioneer

“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care
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us all to be successful. Children don’t 
just become organised magically, they 
learn organisation through supported 
structures over years and years and years!

•   Mistakes – upsetting others: if you make 
a mistake and as part of this you upset 
someone or hurt their feelings, be sure 
to apologise. This will help you to move 
on and it will also help the victim know 
that you are not a ‘bad’ person. Be sure to 
learn ‘what not to do’ in the future.

•   Mistakes in the classroom: this is essential 
if growth is to occur. Children need to be 
encouraged to try new things and to have 
a go, and when an error is made they need 
to be guided to reflect on this and learn.

I encourage you all to take the moments to 
guide and support not just the children but 
each other to develop these fundamentals. 
Success in these areas will see you flourish 
in life and ensure that Holgate is in safe 
hands for the future. z

Harmony Day at Holgate Public School
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Free 
Audit

Your local Certified Septic &  
AWTS Service Agents

The Experts in all things septic
We can get your system back on track and running properly

www.absolootseptic.com.au
02 4362 1060 

or 
0401 397 754

For a Limited Time Only

New Customers
Book Now for a Free 

Audit of your Septic and 
Irrigation System

RU Empty
Water Cartage

Water cartage for domestic tanks,  
pools and irrigation

Prompt, affordable and friendly service
Discounts for multiple loads

Call Jim
0410 057 215

Covering the NSW Central Coast

Matcham – Holgate – Gosford – Lisarow – Tumbi Umbi – Somersby
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Summer – Hot & Dry
This passing summer has been hot and 
dry, but we have had rain at times to 
keep our gardens alive. We haven’t 
seen the extreme days of 44° that we 
have experienced in recent years. There 
have been no local threats of fire, and 
in general the District has not seen the 
extent of summer fires that we often do.
Fire Season
Is in place up to 31 March. The Brigade 
maintains warning signs indicating when 
a Total Fire Ban is enacted. 
During the Fire Season it is illegal to burn 
off without a Permit. If the Brigade is 
called to your property and you do not 
have appropriate permission, the Brigade 
will extinguish your fire, take your details 
and advise you of the consequences. In 
the first instance, please refer to the RFS 
website, https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.
Volunteers are Welcome
The Brigade now has 22 firefighter 
members, including a few just completing 
their basic training. This is a large 
complement compared to previous years. 

We are, of course, always looking for 
more members. 
Pile Burns

We still have no resolution on the Council 
Policy on pile burns, after a procession 
of politics around this issue. We are 
still operating under Gosford Council 
rules, which means in general pile burns 
are NOT permitted. However, the RFS 
District advises us to take a reasonable 
assessment if requested to issue Permits. 
We do not in general issue Permits in the 
Fire Season.
In general, if the Brigade receives a call 
to a Pile Burn or Hazard Reduction, the 
officer in charge will determine whether 
adequate safety and management 
precautions have been taken. If the 
fire is deemed to be a risk, it will be 
extinguished.

Hazard Reduction – District Burns
After the Fire Season, the RFS will most 
likely continue with the long-term 
Hazard Reduction Plan. This is, of course, 
dependent on the seasonal conditions at 
the time. z

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde Road Diane Dunlea
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TAX RETURNS $119
(all inclusive)

TEXT 0413 759 617
for a questionnaire or home appointment

Specialising in the preparation of individual tax returns

Home visits for Matcham and Holgate residents

Preparation questionnaire available for clients who 
wish to have their return done via correspondence

Fees are higher for business, vehicle schedules, 
capital gains schedules and rental investments

bnstax@optusnet.com.au
www.bnstax.com.au

Brian Sullivan
Registered Tax Agent

0484 850 306
Free Quote

General Earthworks
Earthmoving
Rock Walls
Auger Work

Bush Clearing
Mulching

Fully Insured
RMS & CCC Contractor

National LE Licence

www.ccearthworkshaulage.com.au
244 Wattle Tree Road, Holgate 2250

ABN: 87931020313 – ACN: 621684571

10% off for Valley Residents
www.firescreek.com.au

02 4365 0768
Cellar door Wine Tastings

Every Wednesday to Sunday
10:30 am – 4:30 pm
192 Wattle Tree Road 

Holgate 2250

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging 
and Unique Pools with Extraordinary Landscaping

For an Exceptional Backyard – Call Ken on 0408 433 378
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local!

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction”

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au        www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au

Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
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All aspects of garden 
maintenance
Qualified horticulturist
Dip in Horticulture, Ryde TAFE 2012

Regular maintenance, weekly,  
monthly or one-off jobs
Lawn care and mowing
Safe pest and disease control
Pruning and hedge trimming
Weeding and mulching

Call Deborah on
0427 927 766

deborahking.hort@gmail.com

Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

Steve Horner
Lic. No. 251377C

Mobile 0420 996 123
Reliable and Quality Workmanship

•  Decks •  Frameless Glass Shower Screens
•  Pergolas •  Splashbacks
•  Window & Door Installation •  Pool Fencing
•  Carpentry Works •  Architectural Glazing
•  Maintenance & Repairs •  Glass Replacements

10 Matcham Road, Erina Heights
Email: reliancebuild1@gmail.com
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THE VALLEY ARBORIST

Hello Valley dwellers,
Thank you again for the opportunity to write 
about our magnificent trees and associated 
interests in 2019. 
In this edition of The Valley Arborist I am 
going to be sharing information regarding 
the phenomenon of Summer Branch Drop 
(SBD).
Have you noticed over the last few months 
an increase in large limbs crashing out of the 
heavens laying beside mature trees? 
Why is this happening? What exactly is 
summer branch drop? How can SBD affect 
my property and what can I do about it?
SBD is the unexpected failure of large, heavy 
limbs from mature oversized trees. It’s worth 
mentioning that it can be very dangerous to 
property and people. 
Three factors need to be evident, according 
to renowned forensic arborist Jeremy Barrell, 
for SBD to occur:
Firstly, it has to occur on a large mature tree. 
Secondly, the event must take place during 

a prolonged dry summer period. And thirdly, 
there must be no obvious defect or other 
cause.
Additionally, but not always, secondary 
characteristics often include the occurrence 
of the failure soon after heavy rain, in the 
afternoon, in calm weather and, suddenly, 
accompanied by a loud crack. 
What to look for ...
Mature trees with long, end-weight heavy 
limbs, where the attachment to the stem is 
more or less horizontal. In particular, when 
large trees are near buildings, parking and 
play areas. 
What to do ...
Be cautious in the conditions described 
above. If you have any concerns about trees 
in your environment contact your local tree 
professional. Ask for an appraisal and advice 
on your trees. Most will offer them free of 
charge.
Enjoy your gardens and stay safe. z

– John Murphy, Valley Arborist

MATCHAM/HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
TRADES

Matt Smith Electrical Services
0412 391 438 mattsmithelectric@bigpond.com

Skydome Hunter Coast 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. 4365 1600

P.W.C. Plumbing – Warren Cartwright 
0408 080 863 A/H 4372 1182

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES
Gosford City Maintenance
For all your acreage needs. 0457 303 712

Gellatley Landcare Solutions 
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

RU Empty Water Cartage 
Call Vardon 0410 057 215

HOME CARE SERVICES
Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
4365 0097 0419 292 026

Window Cleaning – Selwyn 0425 202 721 
centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES
Yoga @ Bamboo Buddha 
Mish 0437 491 182 www.yogacentralcoast.com

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

Garage Clean Outs 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197
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Local Builders you can trust

Transform your house this year

Our versatile local professional building services include:

•  Building advice and project management

•  New master built homes

•   Small building works with attention to detail such as 
interior alterations, decks, pergolas and extensions

•  House renovations

Quality work with competitive rates.

Our client referrals and repeat business say it all.

Matcham Valley Building

Nigel Dufton B.Sc. Hons. (Build), M.A.I.B.
Licence no. 92821C

Phone: 02 4365 0399 or Mobile: 0414 551 280
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RAINFALL REPORTS

As this is the first Hall News for 2019, 
we can review the rainfall for 2018, the 
summer just ended, and the first months 
of this year
In 2018 you can see that we had total 
rainfall of 1249 mm – which, in a year 
that often felt rain-deprived, is not too far 
behind the 22-year average of 1335 mm. 
No need to consider human sacrifices to 
the rain gods just yet.
However, in summer we definitely dodged 
a bullet!
With rainfall of just 231 mm for the 3 
months, it was the driest summer since 
2013. This, together with a Fire Season 
that started early in late-winter and one 
of the hottest summers ever in NSW – we 
on the Coast were extremely lucky not to 
have had any major fires and losses. Our 
neighbours in the Hunter weren’t so lucky.
After two months of 2019, we were almost 
100 mm down on the averages for those 
two months. Interestingly, as you can see 
in the “Rainy Days” report, we had as many 
wet days as the average – but for less rain.
It’s not just a question of “how much” rain 
– but equally, “how often” does it rain?
It would be wonderful if we could have 
1/12th of our annual rainfall regularly each 
month – but it doesn’t work like that.
Huey’s workings have always been a 
mystery to us mere mortals. It would 
seem that He/She/It wants us to not only 
appreciate the multiple goodies rained 
down on us (pardon the pun), but we’re 
also expected to think about them … and 
to even manage them for our own benefit! 
Seems like a reasonable ask.

It was very satisfying recently for this writer 
to meet a newishly-arrived couple to our 
valleys who were influenced by previous 
editions of the Hall News to increase their 
water storage from less than 60 days of 
normal daily useage to 150 days of daily 
useage – using the Hall News Rainfall 
Reports as their reference.
Conversely, another couple who have 
arrived very recently didn’t even want 
to think about or consider such matters. 
Their views were formed upon the dire 
predictions in 2008 of our foremost Climate 
Alarmist who declared “that rainfall will 
diminish and our dams will never fill again” 
– or words to that effect.
Unfortunately, his utterings seem to have 
influenced many – including the powers-
that-be at that time.
But we know that figures never lie … so 
since we have our Rainfall Reports, why 
don’t we check out those predictions 10 
years after they were made?
If we take the 10 years of rainfall from 
1999–2008 when those predictions were 
made, we can see there was a total of 
12,230 mm over that period. 
Then take the 10 years from 2009–2018 
since those predictions – and there was a 
total of 13,773 mm for that period.
That’s an increase of 12.62% – over 
1500 mm total, or 150 mm (6 inches on the 
old scale) per year for the 10 years since 
those predictions.
As they say – the proof is in the pudding! z
More news next issue. Doncha just love 
the Valleys! 
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 23 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114

Year 2019 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 67 114

To date this year 67 181

Monthly 23 yr. av. 112 161

Accruing 23 yr. av. 112 273

22 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2018

Monthly 22 yr. av. 114 163 131 152 129 155 78 77 67 87 102 79 1335

Accruing 22 yr. av. 114 277 408 560 689 844 922 999 1066 1153 1255 1335

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 8 9

To date this year 8 17

22 yr. monthly av. 8.7 8.8 8.9 8.7 7.4 8.9 6.2 5.7 5.2 7.1 8.6 7.6 91.8

RAINFALL REPORTS
From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary

Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Tree Work in Autumn?

1.  Enjoy More Light – Pruning trees INTRODUCES 
amazing new light and space into your property. Make 
the most of the SUN through the cooler months.

2.  Feeling Safe – Selective tree removal/pruning can 
eliminate danger of STORM DAMAGE, BUSHFIRE, 
DROPPING LIMBS and BRANCHES onto you and your 
property.

3.  Protect your Property – Dieback and wind can 
make trees unsafe. Crown reduction and canopy balance 
can also save trees from failing in the ground.

4.  Proudly Central Coast for 25+ years.

Autumn Specials
**** MARCH – MAY ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS 
FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call John Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced Qualified Arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

*Optional
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Central Coast Shuttle Express
Door to Door transfers to Sydney Airport, 

Cruise Terminals, Central Railway,  
Airport Hotels.

Largest fleet on the coast 
Fully accredited with RMS and Point to Point 

Transport Commission 
Fully insured, professional licensed drivers 

6 to 8 return trips every day

www.ccse.net.au

To book your next transfer call our friendly staff

4340 1245

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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P.W.C. PLUMBING
PTY LTD

A.C.N. 068 506 669

Lic. No. 92952C

Plumber
Drainer

Gas Fitter
LPG

WARREN CARTWRIGHT
80 Hoipo Road

Somersby NSW 2250

Tel Mobile 0408 080 863
A/H 02 4372 1182

WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: mattsmithelectric@bigpond.com
ACN: 112 261 631

Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*
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POOL REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
A well-maintained swimming pool should 
have clear water, and be a safe and 
welcoming feature of your home. Kewba 
Pools can ensure you always swim in safety 
and comfort by delivering complete pool 
repair and maintenance services. Our 
specially trained team can provide weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly pool servicing, as 
well as repairs work to prevent your pool 
from deteriorating.

MOBILE POOL SERVICES
Our focus is always to deliver the highest 
level of service quality and exceptional 
customer service. With this in mind, we have 
10 mobile pool service vehicles available to 
cover the whole Central Coast area and can 
arrange to be at your pool within 24-hours 
of your call. With our pool shops in Erina 
Heights and Wyoming, you’ll never have to 
wait long for professional pool services.

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS

Kewba Pools only uses the finest pool chemicals and products when carrying out 
professional pool maintenance. All our efficient pool maintenance services can be tailored 
to suit your needs and busy schedules on the Central Coast, and we guarantee free quotes 
and fair pricing.

ERINA
02 4367 7433

486 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights NSW 2260

Wyoming
02 4323 2679

6/482 Pacific Highway, Wyoming NSW 2250

sales@kewbapools.com.au
10 MOBILE POOL TECHNICIANS AVAILABLE

Bring this advert  

into the store for  

a 10% discount  

on shop purchases

(conditions apply)

ERINA
02 4367 7433

WYOMING
02 4323 2679

www.kewbapools.com.au
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BIG JIM’S LAWN MOWING

0405 178 197
WE PERSONALISE EVERY JOB TO SUIT OUR CLIENTS

• CHAIN SAW WORK
• RIDE ON MOWER / LAWN CARE
• GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

$50 DISCOUNT OFF YOUR FIRST JOB
OVER THE PRICE OF $180

HOURLY OR DAY RATES AVAILABLE
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Considering selling your 
Acreage property?

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn

If you are considering selling your home in the new year, the time to 
start preparing is now! Avoid the new year rush and give yourself the 

best opportunity to position your property by discussing a tailored selling 
strategy today with your acreage sales team. We welcome your call…

Stephen Gittoes Ingrid Osborn
M 0416 295 174 M 0428 372 953
E stepheng@gittoes.com.au E ingrido@gittoes.com.au

 

 

Looking to Buy or Sell an 

Acreage property? 
 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
 

If you are curious and would like to be kept informed of current listings 
and recent sales, or would simply like to have a confidential discussion as 
to what is happening in the Matcham/Holgate Valley, please feel free to 

contact our acreage sales’ team today.  
 
 

Stephen Gittoes     Ingrid Osborn  
M 0416 295 174    M 0428 372 953 
E stepheng@gittoes.com.au   E ingrido@gittoes.com.au 



MATCHAM HALL  
ANZAC DAY 2019

COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
THURSDAY 25 APRIL 10 AM
Please join us for our ANZAC Day service  

and brunch at the Hall to honour  
the sacrifices our ANZACS made for us

Brunch at 10 am, with traditional service at 11 am,  
followed by two-up and coin tossing


