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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to our November edition of the Hall News for 2018.

Invitation to the Matcham Hall Christmas Party
Once again we will have a Community Christmas Get Together and it will be on 
Saturday 1 December beginning at 6.00 pm. Join us for a celebratory drink and general 
catch-up. There will be games for the children, Christmas Trivia, the Jukebox providing 
background and then dancing music, as well as our lucky door prizes. Please BYO drinks 
and a share plate.

Invitation to the Shonk family memorial gathering for Private Thomas 
Edward Shonk
The Matcham Hall Honour Roll lists those local servicemen who lost their lives in WWI. 
Thomas Shonk is one of those who is on the Honour Roll. 
As part of the remembrance of 100 years since Armistice, Tom’s family invites anyone 
from the district whose families had connections with agriculture or had relatives who 
are listed on the Honour Roll to attend a simple ceremony at the Hall on November 24 
from 1:30 pm. Chris Borough, Tom’s eldest grandson, will read some excerpts from his 
diaries that will both amuse and help reflect on the horrors of war. The family will then 
give anyone the opportunity to have an input into this important reflection on the lives 
of all those who enlisted in WWI.

Vale Phil Harrison
We would like to pass on our condolences to the Harrison family for their recent loss. 
Phil Harrison passed away recently. As a medical practitioner, he was recognised for his 
compassion, generosity and exceptional skills. He was always willing to be involved in 
the community. He had been a past President of Matcham Hall and also Holgate Public 
School P&C. Phil will be sadly missed by all who knew him.

Guided Bird Walk
On Saturday, October 13 from 8.00 am till 11.00 am a guided bird walk was conducted 
along the Waterman Walk in the Katandra Reserve. Although there was constant drizzle 
that made sightings more difficult, our guide was able to make the walk most enjoyable. 
We later gathered at Matcham Hall for a lovely morning tea and a chat. Thanks to the 
Community Environment Network – Habitat for Wildlife for organising this walk. 
Any landholder can join Habitat for Wildlife, urban, rural, farm or lifestyle block. Show you 
care about our wildlife by joining and providing some wildlife habitat on your land. Please 
see the following link if you would like to find out more about this important program.
https://www.cen.org.au/projects/habitat-for-wildlife
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Coastal Open Space System (COSS) Strategy
With the amalgamation of Gosford and Wyong Councils to form the Central Coast 
Council, concerns have been raised about the future management of this amazing 
community resource.
In this issue we will be opening up this topic for community discussion and follow up in 
our next issue. Mayor Jane Smith has been a long-time supporter of COSS and articulates 
her support in this issue of the Hall News, along with local resident Juliet Bunyan.

Matcham-Holgate Community Produce Share
The Matcham-Holgate Community Produce Share has proved to be a resounding 
success and is now an eagerly anticipated date each month in our Valley calendars.
May your gardens be fertile with bountiful excess for sharing with your neighbours.
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Looking to Buy or Sell an 

Acreage property? 
 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
 

If you are curious and would like to be kept informed of current listings 
and recent sales, or would simply like to have a confidential discussion as 
to what is happening in the Matcham/Holgate Valley, please feel free to 

contact our acreage sales’ team today.  
 
 

Stephen Gittoes     Ingrid Osborn  
M 0416 295 174    M 0428 372 953 
E stepheng@gittoes.com.au   E ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
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rock the valley
Rock The Valley was a huge success, with around 100 community members joining together 
for a great night of chatting, eating, drinking and dancing. It was wonderful to see many 
new faces among those of the regular attendees. The Aimless Missiles, led by the dynamic 
Mike Murphy, sang up a storm and entertained the crowd. It was a team effort in getting 
organised for the evening and the clean-up afterwards. Thank you to all of those involved and 
to Stephen Gittoes of Gittoes for sponsoring the event, as well as our door prize supporters 
– BamVino, Bee-U-tiful Honey, Drift Home & Living, Aspire Physiotherapy, Bamboo Buddha, 
Pretty Things by Karin, Happy Chance Handcrafted Jewellery, All Tree Solutions, Erina Post 
& News, Fires Creek Winery and Bohemian Traders. – Ingrid Osborn z
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Wednesdays 10.30 am
Everyone Welcome $15

Classes are designed for the 
individual with a focus on health 

and well-being
Each week a new topic is taught  
to maximise the benefits of yoga

Join Mish 0437 491 182
Master Yoga Teacher

www.yogacentralcoast.com

Yoga@Bamboo Buddha

BRICE JOHNSON

0402 242 250

MATCHFITCONDITIONING.COM.AU

BRICE@MATCHFITCONDITIONING.COM.AU

129 WATTLE TREE ROAD HOLGATE

#AREYOUMATCHFIT?

– One-On-One Training
– Group Fitness Classes

– Sports Performance Training
– Rehabilitation
– Fitness for Mums

CONDITIONING
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Q.  Lesley, how did you become involved 
in gymnastics?

A.  I became involved in gymnastics after 
my eldest daughter, Sarah, took up 
the sport when the gym was based at 
Henry Kendall High School. I began as a 
Gymnastics Judge and then moved into 
the coaching areas. I started Kindergym 
at the club and coached children from 
beginners up to advanced levels over 
the ensuing years.
My five children all participated in 
the sport as youngsters, while my two 
daughters stuck with the sport until 
they were in their teens.

Q.  What kinds of coaching activities are 
available at the gym?

A.  Gosford Gymnastics is one of only 
a few gymnastics clubs that is 
multidisciplined. That means we cater 
to a variety of gymnastics disciplines, 
and over the years we have covered 
them all. Currently, we run classes for 
Kindergym, Recreational Gymnastics, 
Women’s Artistic, Men’s Artistic, 
Trampoline Sports, Acrobatics, Parkour/
FreeG and Adults Classes, which as you 
can imagine keeps us very busy.

Gosford Gymnastics is actively involved 
in the community and is affiliated with 
both Gymnastics NSW and Gymnastics 
Australia. The gym has been named 
an “Educational Hub” for Gymnastics 
NSW and hosts many education 
courses for both Coaches and Judges 
during the year. Several staff members 
are also Presenters and Assessors for 
Gymnastics NSW.
The gym also sends coaches out to 
many local schools where gymnastics 
movement programs are taught, 
promoting exercise and a healthy 
lifestyle to the children. We are 

SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: 
GOSFORD GYMNASTICS

In this issue, we cast our Spotlight on local resident Lesley Gilbey, who along 
with her husband, Darryl, owns the iconic Gosford Gymnastics facility, located in 
Gooriwa Road in the picturesque Holgate Valley. The facility is rated as a 4 Star 
Club for quality assurance by Gymnastics Australia, the sport’s governing body. 

Established for over 30 years on the Central Coast, Gosford Gymnastics was 
founded in 1987 by Mrs Marion Rjyff and originally operated out of the Henry 
Kendall High School auditorium. Equipment had to be set up and pulled down 
for every class, making it very difficult for coaches. From there, the club moved 
to a fully set-up gym in a factory unit at Yandina Close, West Gosford, before 

relocating to its current permanent location at Holgate in 1995.
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accredited and recognised as a 
Quality Assured Schools Provider in 
conjunction with the NSW Education 
Department and the Australian Sports 
Commission.
Visitors are always welcome to tour our 
facility, with a friendly staff member 
who will guide you around.

Q.  Are other members of your family 
involved in gymnastics?

A.  My husband, Darryl, does all the 
maintenance at the facility and my two 
daughters have become accredited 
coaches and hold Advanced level. 
My granddaughter, Hanna, is now a 
beginner coach and will be sitting for her 
Intermediate accreditation next year.

Q.  What are some of the significant 
awards that your students at the gym 
have won?

A.  Over the years we have had many 
State and National competitors. We 
have won many awards and taken out 
places in most years. We have had 
International representation, including 
World Championships in Acrobatics in 
both the junior and senior sections.
Our Club has also represented Australia 
in the International Gymnaestrada 
held in Portugal, where 27 of our team 
members performed on a world stage. 
A fantastic experience for all. This was 
followed by a performance tour in 
Japan, where our team performed in 
the city of Osaka.

Q.  The site has some significant and 
unusual buildings. Can you tell us a bit 
about their construction history?

A.  The current site at Holgate was 
originally owned and developed by 
a church group until they moved and 
sold the facility to us in 1995. While 
under the ownership of the Church, 
several buildings were erected on 
the land by congregation members, 
including a church hall, a Pastor’s 
residence, a Sunday school and some 
small sheds.
The buildings were constructed of 
poles and bricks with a tin roof. A 
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good portion of the buildings are 
made of mudbricks, which I am told 
were all made on the property by the 
congregation members. The mudbricks 
keep the old church well insulated 
from the heat in summer.
The gymnastics centre makes good use 
of these older buildings; however, it was 
obvious to us that we needed to expand 
the original buildings on the site. A 
large shed was built on the back of the 
church, to house the growing numbers 
of gymnasts and gymnastic equipment 
needed to support the children 
participating in this unique sport.
The church hall on the property is 
now used as a fully set-up Kindergym 
room and caters for younger children 
not yet attending school. This unique 

building is made from mudbricks and 
log buttresses that support the roof. 
The church members also built a 
two-storey mudbrick and log building 
adjacent to the hall, which was used 
for offices and the Sunday school. 
When the property was sold, we 
allowed the Rudolf Steiner School to 
use this building to start an alternative 
school on the Coast. In their early 
beginnings, they opened the school 
with only six children. Numbers 
increased over a two-year period 
until the school relocated elsewhere 
on the Coast. The mudbrick building 
is now put to good use as a dance 
studio for the gymnastics centre, to 
enhance gymnasts’ floor routines and 
technique. z
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RU Empty
Water Cartage

Water cartage for domestic tanks,  
pools and irrigation

Prompt, affordable and friendly service
Discounts for multiple loads

Call Jim
0410 057 215

Covering the NSW Central Coast

Matcham – Holgate – Gosford – Lisarow – Tumbi Umbi – Somersby

Free 
Audit

Your local Certified Septic &  
AWTS Service Agents

The Experts in all things septic
We can get your system back on track and running properly

www.absolootseptic.com.au
02 4362 1060 

or 
0401 397 754

For a Limited Time Only

New Customers
Book Now for a Free 

Audit of your Septic and 
Irrigation System
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For many years, I have been committed 
to the protection and fulfilment of the 
Coastal Open Space System (COSS). One 
of the things that attracted me to the 
Central Coast some 30 years ago, was the 
landscape. It was pointed out to me that 
one of the features of the former Gosford 
LGA was that you could look up to the 
hillsides and still see vegetation. There are 
not many places that this is true. 
Over the years, I developed an 
understanding of COSS and its uniqueness. 
It was formally established in 1984 and 
was a program that involved voluntary 
acquisition of private land to come into 
public ownership. That land was identified 
through a set of criteria, and significant 
reserves have been established including 
Rumbalara, Katandra and Kincumba 
Mountain Reserves. 
Such forethought and vision was truly 
remarkable for that time and really sets the 
COSS apart as the best planning decision 
in our region. However, it is up to us to 
now protect that legacy and continue the 
implementation of the COSS Strategy. With 
each new Council, there are murmurs of 
being able to chip away at COSS land – just 
take a little bit here and a little bit there. But 
that is not how you implement a long-term 
strategy or vision for now and the future. 
I was proud that one of my early motions 
to go before our current Council was 
the establishment of the COSS Advisory 
Committee. There has been a COSS 
Committee operating for most of the past 
30 years, which ensured transparency and 
community ownership. In fact, when there 

was not a COSS Committee, the initiative 
seemed to stall. During the last Council 
term and then under the Administrator, 
the role of the COSS Committee was 
minimised and then removed. It is pleasing 
to have the COSS Advisory Committee 
operating once again.
However, the challenges for the long-term 
security of COSS continue. These include:
•  The promised E5 zone. To their great 

credit, the former Gosford Council 
held firm that they wanted protection 
of the COSS lands through a new 
environmental zone, the E5 zone. The 
State government agreed to implement 
this new zone and exhibited a draft E5 
zone in May 2012. The E5 zone has still 
not been delivered. 

•  The conversion of “deferred matters” to 
new zonings. Much of the environmental 
land was not converted to new zones 
in the Gosford LEP in 2014 with the 
expectation of the new E5 zone being 
introduced. Now, five years later, the 
State government is requiring these 
deferred matters to be allocated a new 
zone. Getting that right is critical.

All of these factors mean that our 
community needs to continue their strong 
support for COSS. This visionary initiative 
has been held within the heart of our 
community for the past 34 years. We need 
to make sure we protect the very things 
that make our region so special. 
Please join me in strengthening our 
community and Council commitment to 
COSS. z

COSS – the best planning decision in our region

MAYOR’S MESSAGE
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Matcham NSW 2250
With over 35 years’ experience, Gellatley Agricultural Contracting provides a top of the range service for large areas 
of agricultural land and large domestic paddocks for horses and livestock. We offer 4WD Slashing and All Terrain Weed 
Control, so we succeed in areas where others cannot.

 Slashing and Light Clearing Weed Control
 •  4WD Slashing •  All Terrain Weed Control
 •  Light Clearing •  Noxious & Aquatic Weeds
 •  Steep Blocks & Acreages •  Tractor Boom Spraying
 •  Bushfire Hazard Reduction •  Natural Weed Control
 •  Roller Mowing •  4WD Tractor Work

 RICHARD: 0412 636 550 E: richardg2@hotmail.com ANDREW: 0415 598 449
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COSS AND THE CLOSURE OF  
HORSE RIDING TRAILS

One of the attractions when we moved 
here 20 years ago was the number of trails 
in the area for recreational horse riding. 
It brought the horse riding community 
together with rides to the top of Katandra 
for a picnic breakfast and charity rides to 
Rumbalara, to name a few.
Over the last number of years this popular 
outdoor activity has been severely limited 
through Council’s shortsighted policy of 
closing these trails under the strategy of 
COSS (Coastal Open Space System) through 
the use of copious amounts of unsightly 
metal fencing and gates. The trails are now 
closed to all users except for walkers.
The COSS policy was originally designed 
to open up and link the trails on the 
Central Coast – not close them!
When Council was contacted, their 
reasoning was that horses spread seed. 
The problem with this is that horses don’t 
spread seeds, as they don’t eat weeds. 
A lot of the weeds in the reserves are 
actually poisonous to horses. Birds are the 

seed spreaders, but fortunately for us 
Council is unable to get rid of them. 
They also advised that horses’ hooves 
damage the trail, but the trails that 
we can no longer use are fire trails, 
hard dirt roads and the width of a 
one-lane road. Our main trail was 
the Mouat fire trail, which went all 
the way to Rumbalara. This was a 
beautiful, scenic dirt road, but now 
for the past few years the Council has 
been putting down grey roadbase/
gravel on the main section. Every 
time it rains, this roadbase is washed 
into the surrounding bushland. As for 
horses damaging the bush, it’s nearly 
impossible and dangerous to take 
horses through the sensitive bush, as 
the ground is uneven with holes and 
littered with sticks that can cause 
horses to fall and injure themselves.
We now have to ride on the valley 
roads, which are very busy and 
dangerous, especially for children. z

Local resident Juliet Bunyan discusses her concerns about current developments in the 
Coastal Open Space System Strategy and the impact that recent Council initiatives have 
had on local horse riding enthusiasts in our valleys and surrounding regions. Over a year 
ago, Juliet started a petition to Central Coast Council on Change.org (see link below), 

which attracted 1,180 supporters. Council is yet to respond to this petition.

https://www.change.org/p/central-coast-local-council-provide- 
access-to-bush-trails-for-horse-riders-on-the-central-coast
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
COSS: WHERE TO NEXT?

Our valleys are an integral part of the 
previous Gosford Council’s Coastal Open 
Space System (COSS) Strategy. The COSS 
network of reserves was adopted by 
Gosford Council in 1984 and has been 
added to by ongoing acquisition of land 
that has a high environmental and heritage 
priority according to a matrix that is based 
on the original COSS values. 
Most of the ridges and some of the valleys 
in Matcham and Holgate are part of this 
network of reserves, including Katandra 
Reserve. Katandra Reserve links to 
Rumbalara Reserve above Gosford, which 
is also COSS land, along with many other 
reserves in the previous Gosford Council 
area. Over the years, there have been 
changes to the management of COSS land 
that have impacted on local residents.
Following are the specific objectives for the 
use of COSS land. 
Specific Objectives (ref. Coastal Open 
Space System (COSS) Strategy – 2010)
a.  to conserve the visual and 

environmental quality of the natural 
scenery of Gosford City

b.  to protect the vegetated ridgelines 
which provide a green backdrop and 
visual relief to urban areas

c.  to provide habitat for native flora 
and fauna, and for the protection of 
biodiversity

d.  to provide vegetated connections 
between ridgelines and wetlands to 
allow movement of wildlife and the 
plant gene pool

e.  to facilitate and enhance the 
enjoyment of the conservation areas 

by the provision for passive recreation 
activities compatible with the natural 
environment

f.  to ensure natural areas with water 
catchments remain undeveloped, thus 
not causing deterioration in water 
quality entering receiving waters 

g.  to ensure natural areas are preserved 
for the educational and scientific value 
they provide to the community; and

h.  to bring land that has environmental 
and scenic value into public ownership.

On behalf of the Matcham Hall Committee 
I have sent the following questions to 
the officer responsible for COSS. I will be 
publishing the Council’s answers in our next 
issue, as well as on the Matcham Holgate 
Community Facebook page.
Q1.  Is the 2010 Coastal Open Space System 

(COSS) Strategy the current document 
to be referred to regarding the 
purpose, history, values and various 
management guidelines for COSS?

Q2.  With the merging of the two councils, 
will there be a change in the purpose, 
values and various management 
guidelines for COSS?

Q3.  According to section 5.1 of the COSS 
Strategy, the COSS Committee terms 
of reference were being reviewed. 
Has this been done, and if so what is 
the current role of this committee and 
how do other community members get 
access to these COSS representatives 
regarding current management issues?

Q4.  How does the community raise issues 
regarding COSS land with our newly 
formed council?
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Questions submitted to Council from 
horse riding groups
1.  Horse riders on the Central Coast 

were concerned about the closing of 
the majority of trails and launched a 
petition (Change.org) to have them 
reopened. 1180 signatures were 
collected and presented to Gosford 
Council over a year ago. To date we 
have not received acknowledgment or 
a reply from Council. Why?

2.  What is the reasoning behind closing 
the trails and how does this action 
support the guidelines of COSS?

3.  As an example, the following trails have 
been closed in the Erina/Gosford area: 
Toomeys Road fire trail, the Mouat Trail 
(Katandra to Rumbalara), Clyde Road 
(Matcham) access to the Mouat Trail, all 
fire trails in the Katandra Reserve. Isn’t 
part of the COSS strategy to integrate 
horse trails for recreational use?

4.  The only officially open trails – Graves 
Walk and the trail to the Ridgeway 
Road – are in poor condition, wet and 
have steep steps that are unsuitable for 
horses. Why have we been taken off 
safe, dry and relatively flat trails and 
restricted to dangerous trails?

5.  Why is Council laying gravel on the 
Mouat Trail (Toomey Road section)? This 
makes the road difficult to walk and ride 
on. This is supposed to be a fire trail. z

Q5.  Have any issues been raised with 
council regarding any of the following 
local issues?
•  Loss of access to previously accessible 

horse riding trails on local COSS (ref 
4:3:1)

•  Purpose of installation of locked 
gates on trails (see below)

•  Maintenance of walking trails around 
Mt Elliot/Katandra Reserve

•  Encroachment of neighbouring 
properties to COSS land involving 
clearing of vegetation and fencing 
of access points to COSS land by 
residents.

Q6.   What will happen to the current 
identification and zoning of private land 
identified in 5.0 of the COSS Strategy?

Q7.   In 4:3:2 the focus is on increasing 
community understanding of COSS 
land. How is this currently being done?

Q8.  According to Appendix 1, there are 32 
Strategy Actions to be undertaken. Is 
the report on these actions available 
for community members, along with 
outcomes for Appendix 111 References 
for the Task Group?

Q9.  Is the COSS Boundary in Appendix 1V 
still the current mapping reference?

Please send any comments or further 
questions to editor@matchamhall.org. z

– Mike Murphy

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobsen
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde Road Diane Dunlea
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Does your fur baby need  
some pampering?

Our exotic range of pet services 
will provide your fur babies  
with grooming, exercise, &  

we even care for them while 
you’re on holidays.

Give us a call for pricing on your 
individual needs
M. 0477 004 116

E. pamperedpals.sales@gmail.com

Check out our website for more information 
https://pamperedpals.com.au

WINDOW CLEANING

Domestic Specialists

17+ Years experience

Fully insured & provided

Free quote within 24 hours

Phone Jay

0425 202 721

centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au
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PRIVATE THOMAS EDWARD SHONK

Former Matcham resident Tom Shonk 
was quite a character. What words 
could describe him? Atheist, socialist, 
conscientious objector, co-operative 
supporter, teetotaller, journalist, author, 
tireless worker for the underprivileged, 
feminist, orator and farmer. 
Tom was born at Grays, Purfleet, Essex UK 
on 7 April 1890. At age 20, Tom borrowed 
the passage money of £15 from his brother, 
Harry, and they emigrated 
from Tilbury Docks in London 
to Australia on the Orient liner 
R.M.S. Ophir in 1910.
Around 1912, Tom settled in 
Sydney and he purchased a 
block of land near the small 
hamlet of Matcham. No records 
have been found to reveal what 
he did at Matcham, but his 
strong interest in agriculture 
is recorded in his diaries of 
1917–1918, both in Britain and 
Europe.
Tom enlisted in the Australian Imperial 
Forces on 23 November 1915 as an 
Ambulance Officer (rank Private) in the 
14th Field Ambulance. He described his 
occupation as “hospital attendant” and 
declared his religion as “atheist”. He 
embarked from Melbourne for the Middle 
East on the hospital ship A61 Kanowna on 
1 April 1916 and served in France in 1916. 
Tom was a man of principle and consistently 
refused to be placed above his fellow man. 
He was promoted from Private to Lance 
Corporal in 1917, but consistently refused 
to wear his Lance Corporal Stripe. On 15 
September 1917, he was found guilty of the 
crime of failing to wear his Lance Corporal 

stripe and was deprived of his rank as a 
consequence. He was tried by the District 
Court Martial on 19 September and was 
sentenced to 50 days’ detention plus the 
19 days already served in detention and 
forfeited 69 days of pay. He was, however, 
let out for good conduct four days before 
the 69 days were served.
Despite his determination to never return 
to France, in late 1917 he volunteered to 

return to Belgium/France to 
help wounded soldiers – be 
they Germans or Allied Troops. 
His diaries for 1917 and 1918 
were given to his brother, Harry, 
and survive to this day through 
Harry’s grandson, John Shonk. 
It is through these diaries that 
we have some insight into his 
character.
Tom never pursued a career 
in agriculture, but regularly 
assisted his brother, Harry, at his 

farm in Kellyville. He sold his Matcham land 
in 1920.
As part of the remembrance of 100 years 
since Armistice, Tom’s family invites anyone 
from the district whose families had 
connections with agriculture or had relatives 
who are listed on the Matcham Hall’s Roll 
of Honour to attend a simple ceremony at 
the Hall on November 24 from 1:30 pm. 
Chris Borough, Tom’s eldest grandson, will 
read some excerpts from his diaries that will 
both amuse and help reflect on the horrors 
of war. The family will then give anyone 
the opportunity to have an input into this 
important reflection on the lives of all those 
who enlisted in WWI. z

– Chris Borough
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attle Tree StudioW

$32 $58
1 hr1/2 hr

saxophone clarinet piano shakuhachi
bansuri composition theory

flute

music tuition

WATTLETREESTUDIO 159 wattle tree road, holgate

0413 631 054
all ages and skill levels
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MEG’S PERMACULTURE

I remember, over twenty years ago, how 
excited we were to have purchased land 
in Matcham. Our block had some bush 
along the front and a thin line of water 
running through the middle of it. I had 
visions of a water feature, created by 
putting in a weir and building a jetty. It 
was a very polite and knowledgeable 
council employee who taught me what a 
nightmare of an idea this really was. 
The creeks are to 
our valleys what 
blood is to our 
bodies. They keep 
the land hydrated 
and they are critical 
to our climate. 
The council officer 
explained to me 
that the water on 
my property today 
would be running 
through someone else’s property 
tomorrow, and that I had an obligation 
not to contaminate it, or the homes of my 
neighbours. We did not own the creek. 
We owned the land around the creek. The 
creek, essentially, belonged to the planet. 
I had never lived on acreage or next to a 
waterway, and so I was ignorant about the 
importance of something called a ‘riparian 
zone’. I had never even heard the term. It 
took someone from council to point out 
to me that there was an easement on 
either side of the creek. Legally, I could 

not clear it, but prosecution was the least 
important reason for protecting it.
One of the basic principles of permaculture 
is that each element should perform 
multiple functions. It would be difficult 
to think of anything on our property that 
does more for us than our riparian zone. 
I have learnt that riparian zones give us 
multiple benefits and are critical to human 
health, as well as the environment.

With so many new 
residents moving 
into our valleys, 
there are increasing 
reports of people 
clearing back the 
vegetation along 
the creeks and even 
damming them. 
I get it. You want 
to let the sun in 
or improve your 

view, or maybe, like me all those years 
ago, you’ve got a water feature in mind. 
I’m hoping to give you some reasons to 
rethink this approach. 
Having native vegetation on either side 
of the creek helps to prevent fertilisers, 
synthetic chemicals and contamination 
caused by domestic animal manures from 
winding up in the water. It’s also a way to 
preserve some of our unique local native 
plants and provides habitat for wildlife. 
If everyone along the creek maintains 
a riparian zone, then we’ve created or 

In this issue, Meg McGowan discusses the important topic of riparian zones and the 
responsibilities of landowners whose properties abut our precious waterways. She also 
explains how to use the basic principles of permaculture to protect and regenerate our 

slice of the natural world while providing for our human needs. 
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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preserved a corridor for animals to safely 
travel up and down the creek. If you clear, 
you will have destroyed the homes of owls, 
parrots, bowerbirds, lyrebirds, bellbirds 
and all of the other locally nesting birds, 
as well as possums, bandicoots, wallabies, 
platypuses and reptiles that live along the 
creek. You will also have released large 
amounts of carbon.
Having native birds and animals on 
your property means having live-in pest 
controllers that also contribute their 
droppings to the garden. We don’t need 
to use insecticides because nature seeks 
to find its own balance. Finches eat green 
caterpillars and sparrows eat aphids.
When you clear to the creekline, you 
take away the vegetation that holds the 
topsoil and during the next heavy rain, 
much of it will wind up being washed out 
to sea. As one of the oldest continents on 
earth, Australia is short of topsoil, and 
once you’ve lost it you’ll need years of 
mulching, composting and replanting to 
build it up again. 
A cleared creek becomes an open drain, 
and water moves quickly through your 
property. A healthy creek moves slowly, 
spreading out across the land and 
recharging the earth. This water is critical 
to the health of your garden, as deep-
rooted trees draw it up from beneath 
the earth and use it to provide shade and 
transpiration that help to cool the air and 
seed rainfall. Your riparian zone helps to 
slow and spread water, and to break up 
harsh wind, reducing the evaporation it 
causes. Clearing vegetation to the creekline 
increases the risk of droughts and the 
impact they will have when they happen.
If we can re-establish the dense growth 
along the creeklines, we have a living 
barrier to fire, because rainforests and 

wet sclerophyll forests do not burn easily. 
We also help to ensure the purity of the 
water that ultimately drains into our 
beautiful local estuaries before finding its 
way to the sea.
Rebuilding a riparian zone will only take a 
little effort and some time. If you need help, 
you can hire a qualified bush regenerator, 
or learn about regeneration for free by 
joining a local Landcare group. Start your 
own project by fencing the riparian area 
or containing pets and domestic animals 
so that they can’t damage it. Plant lots of 
local native grasses and pioneer species, 
such as Gosford wattle, and leave nature 
to do what it does. You can speed things 
up with additional planting and seeding, 
but even if you do nothing else, the birds, 
the wind and the animals will gradually 
re-establish your riparian zone. 
Your reward will not just be all of the 
benefits that a riparian zone adds to your 
property. There’s also the joy and the 
beauty of our natural world. We have 
hundreds of visitors to our garden, thanks 
to the riparian zone. The wallabies are a 
particular delight, and while I’ve had to 
find garden plants that aren’t the wallaby 
equivalent of chocolate, there are few 
things in life as special as sitting on the 
verandah and enjoying the company of 
these uniquely Australian animals. As an 
added bonus, we haven’t mown in over 
three months. 
First Nations people believe we cannot 
really own land. The land was here before 
us, and it will be here after we are gone. 
Their attitude is one of stewardship. We 
have a duty to care for our land, to rebuild 
it and regenerate it, because future 
generations will want oxygen and water 
just as much as we do. I think they have 
something very important to teach us. z
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Zone 1: Taller shrubs to provide a haven
Acacia oxycedrus – Prickly Wattle growing 
to around 3 m. A prickly shrub that forms 
an impressive barrier (not for birds). Fast 
growing, flowering in winter and spring. 
Provides shelter and nesting. Attracts 
insectivorous birds.
Angophora hispida – Dwarf Apple to around 
3–4 m. Large, showy white flowers in late 
spring/summer. Blossoms attract insects, 
which in turn attract insectivorous birds.
Banksia ‘Giant Candles’ – A taller Banksia to 
4 m. Long, orange flower spikes in autumn/
winter. Flowers attract honeyeaters. Seed 
cones attract larger birds.
Banksia plagiocarpa – Hinchinbrook Banksia 
to 4 m. Silver/grey flowers from summer 

through to winter. 
Flowers attract 
honeyeaters.
Bursaria spinosa – 
Prickly Box to 4 m. 
Masses of white 
flowers in spring and 
summer. Provides 
shelter and nesting for 
finches and wrens.

Callistemon ‘Endeavour’ 
– Large shrub to 4 m, 
with erect habit. Covered 
in bright red flowers 
over spring and again 
in autumn. Prune after 
flowering. Nectar-feeding 
birds love these flowers.
Callistemon ‘Kings Park’ 
– Large shrub to 4 m. Softer habit. Large 
red flowers in spring/summer. Prune after 
flowering. Nectar-feeding birds especially love 
these flowers.
Calothamnus villosus – Red one-sided 
bottlebrush to 3 m. Flowers through spring 
and summer, and intermittently throughout 
the year. Nectar-rich flowers attract spinebills 
and honeyeaters.
Doryanthes excelsa – Gymea Lily. These 
magnificent flowers attract honeyeaters 
and insectivorous birds. Large flower heads 
grow on a 4 m tall stem, providing lots of 
protection up in the air.
Eucalyptus eximia nana – Yellow Bloodwood 
to 4 m. Large clusters of white flowers in late 
spring. Attractive when in bud and fruit. These 
flowers are attractive to a large variety of birds.

OUR VALLEY BIRDLIFE

1
2
3

4 1.  Taller sanctuary – refuge, retreat.
2. Protective area.
3.  Dense planting of medium shrubs.
4.  Low-growing plants, grasses, mulch – 

biodiversity.

In Part 2 of our special report on Valley birdlife, Nola Parry, of The Wildflower Place at 
Erina Heights, shares her expert knowledge of local native plants that you can use in 
your garden to create a small bird habitat and sanctuary. Simply follow her suggested 
guidelines on how to plant out your garden in zones as shown in the diagram below. 

The garden you design can be large or small, and any shape you want.

Bursaria spinosa

Doryanthes excelsa
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Graptophyllum excelsum – Scarlet Fuchsia 
to 3 m. Grows best in a little shade. Scarlet, 
tubular flowers in late spring and summer.
Grevillea longifolia – Large shrub to 3 m. 
Birds can shelter while feeding on the 
red toothbrush flowers. Honeyeaters and 
spinebills are attracted to these flowers.
Grevillea shiressii – Mullet Creek Grevillea 
to 3 m. A great shelter and nectar-producing 
plant. Flowers are green tinged with purple 
and appear throughout the year. Flowers 
are not obvious, but the constant visits by 
honeyeaters tell you it’s in flower.
Hakea sericea – Silky Hakea to 3–4 m. 
Needle-like leaves with creamy spider-like 
flowers in winter and spring. Very protective 
for small birds, offering safe nesting sites.
Kunzea ambigua – Large shrub to 3–4 m. 
White honey-scented flowers in late spring/
early summer. Honeyeaters feed on nectar. 
This is an excellent shelter plant for birds.
Leptospermum ‘Copper Glow’ – Large open 
shrub to 3 m. Colourful maroon foliage and 
snow-white flowers in late spring/early 
summer. A valuable nesting site for smaller 
birds, with nectar-producing flowers. Larger 
birds will feed on the seed capsules.
Melaleuca linariifolia – Large shrub to 
4 m with papery bark. White fluffy flowers 
through spring/early summer. Nectar-feeding 
and insectivorous birds are attracted to these 
plants. Hardy in most positions.
Syzygium ‘Cascade’ – Lilly Pilly with cascading 
habit to 4 m. Dense foliage plant with pink 
fluffy flowers in spring, followed by white fruits 
that age to pink. Honeyeaters and silvereyes 
favour the flowers and fruits. This dense plant 
also offers protection.

Create a canopy in Zone 1
To achieve a lovely dense canopy, try planting 
a climber at the base of any of the above 
plants, allowing the climber to scramble 
and drape among the branches, eventually 
forming a ‘roof’ to give protection and 
coverage for the birds to build nests.
Jasminum suavissimum – Native Jasmine. 
This lovely climbing plant has white star-like 
scented flowers for around six months of the 
year and often has intermittent flowers. Allow 
it to climb or trail over some plants, providing 
shelter for nesting. Small birds will feed on 
the fruit.
Kennedia rubicunda – Dusky Coral Pea. A 
vigorous climber with large red pre-shaped 
flowers in spring/summer. This vine will provide 
a dense canopy over any shrub. Honeyeaters 
and seed eaters feed on this plant.
Jasminum suavissimum – Native Wisteria. 
A vigorous open climber allowing space for 
birds to enter and alight. Purple pea flowers 
in terminal sprays in spring/summer. An 
attractive addition to the garden.

Zone 2: Open space to provide a 
protective area
Leave an open space about 2–4 m wide 
between Zones 1 and 3 to provide a protective 
area that will allow birds to forage on the 
ground safely.

Zone 3: Medium shrubs to provide a 
dense protective circle
Banksia spinulosa – Hairpin Banksia 
to 2 m tall. Nectar rich orange flowers 
through autumn/winter, providing food for 
honeyeaters. Wrens will forage for insects.

Melaleuca linariifoliaSyzygium ‘Cascade’ Banksia spinulosa
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Callistemon sp. – Bottlebrush to around 2 m 
tall. There are many of these plants and many 
flower colours. These plants are a magnet for 
nectar feeders and can provide nesting sites.
Correa baeuerlenii – Chef’s Cap Correa. A 
lovely shade plant. Correas flower in autumn/
winter and provide nectar when there is not 
an abundance of other flowers.
Epacris longiflora – Fuchsia Heath (Gosford’s 
floral emblem). A very long flowering plant 
with white-tipped red bell flowers. Popular 
with nectar-feeding birds and smaller wrens 
can often find suitable nesting sites in dense 
clumps of this plant.
Gastrolobium celsianum – Swan River Pea 
to 1.5–2 m. Bright red pea flowers in spring/
summer. The flowers attract insectivorous 
birds and honeyeaters.
Grevillea sp. – Spider and Toothbrush 
flowers. There are an unlimited number 
of these plants to choose from and some 
of the best are Grevillea Forest Rambler, 
G. Scarlet Sprite, G. sericea, G. speciosa and 
G. Winparra Gem. These are all spider flower 
grevilleas and with 2 or 3 of them in your 
garden there will often be flowers all year 
round. Honeyeaters love them.
Homoranthus papillatus – A dense spring 
flowering shrub attracting nectar-feeding birds. 
Very ornamental with nectar-rich flowers.

Isopogon anethifolius – Narrow-leaved 
Drumstick. Yellow flowers on an upright stem 
in spring/summer. Insectivorous birds are 
attracted to the flowers and parrots feed on 
the seeds.
Lambertia Formosa – Mountain Devil. 
Nectar-feeding birds love this plant. The 
nectar in the flowers is protected by a furry 
barrier, thus prohibiting insects from getting 
into it. Great for honeyeaters and is a long-
flowering species.
Melaleuca fulgens – Scarlet Honey Myrtle. 
This plant is available in apricot, pink, red 
or purple flowering forms. Many birds are 
attracted to this adaptable plant.
Philotheca myoporoides – Long Leaf Wax 
Flower. Formerly known as Eriostemon. 
Generally white flowering, although pink 
forms are available. Wax plants host many 
butterfly species and attract insect-eating 
birds.
Solanum aviculare – Kangaroo Apple. This 
open shrub to 2 m tall attracts birds of all 
persuasions. The fruit on this plant are orange 
to red and appear in summer.
Telopea speciosissima – NSW Waratah. 
Not an easy plant to grow; however, if you 
succeed, the flowers provide lots of nectar for 
honeyeaters.

Isopogon anethifoliusEpacris longiflora  
(Gosford’s floral emblem)

Correa baeuerlenii

Melaleuca fulgens Philotheca myoporoidesLambertia Formosa
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Thryptomene Paynes Hybrid – Rock 
Thryptomene. This flowering plant to 1.25 m 
tall attracts butterflies and insects that in turn 
attract the insectivorous birds.

Zone 4: Smaller shrubs to 1 m, grasses 
and ground covers
Acacia amblygona-prostrate – Low spreading 
ground cover. This prickly ground cover 
provides protection for birds and insectivorous 
birds are attracted to its flowers.
Anigozanthos sp. – Kangaroo Paws. There are 
many colour forms available and all of these 
plants attract honeyeaters. They can often be 
seen probing the flowers for nectar. The taller 
species are easier to grow and flower over 
spring and summer.
Banksia ‘Roller Coaster’ – Prostrate B. 
integrifolia. A ground cover Banksia flowering 
in autumn/winter that attracts honeyeaters. 
The seed cones attract parrots and cockatoos.
Banksia ‘Cherry Candles’ – Low Banksia to 
60 cm tall. Orange flowers appear in autumn/
winter when there aren’t too many flowers 
around. Honeyeaters love the nectar and 
wrens forage for insects.
Callistemon ‘Rocky Rambler’ – Ground cover 
Bottlebrush. Red flowering and the foliage 
is a little prickly. All nectar-feeding birds are 
attracted to this tough ground cover.
Correa manni – Low growing to 80 cm. An 
autumn/winter flowerer that honeyeaters are 
attracted to. Long flowering and does well in 
a semi-shaded position.
Grevillea juniperina – Prickly Spider Flower. 
This low-growing Grevillea attracts spinebills, 
honeyeaters and a host of other birds. A long-
flowering plant that provides food over many 
months.

Grevillea ‘Pink Midget’ – A beautiful small 
Grevillea that seems to flower all year round. 
Because of this honeyeaters find it most 
useful. A good garden plant and excellent 
border plant.
Melaleuca thymifolia – Thyme Honey Myrtle. 
A tough garden plant to 1 m tall with mauve, 
pink or white flowers. Summer/autumn 
flowering, attracting the little friarbird and 
honeyeaters. A good long-flowering plant.
Westringia fruticose – A dense shrub 
providing shelter and nesting sites for small 
birds. Tolerant of most positions.

Grasses
Lomandra sp. There are many forms of 
Lomandra available and all are tough in 
almost every situation. They provide nest 
building material and shelter for small birds, 
which also feed on the seeds. Lomandras are 
available in varieties that grow from 30 cm 
high up to almost 2 m. 
Poa labillardieri – River 
Tussock. Parrots and 
finches feed on the seed. 
This grass has a lovely 
fine grey foliage with 
delicate seed-like flower 
heads. The seeds appear 
in spring/summer.
Themeda triandra – 
(formerly known as 
Themeda Australis) 
Kangaroo Grass. Finches 
and parrots like the 
seed. An extremely 
tough plant that will 
grow in most situations. 
Fairy wrens often nest in 
clumps of this grass. z

Lomandra ‘Little Con’

Poa labillardieri

Banksia ‘Roller Coaster’ Grevillea juniperina Melaleuca thymifolia
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All aspects of garden 
maintenance
Qualified horticulturist
Dip in Horticulture, Ryde TAFE 2012

Regular maintenance, weekly,  
monthly or one-off jobs
Lawn care and mowing
Safe pest and disease control
Pruning and hedge trimming
Weeding and mulching

Call Deborah on
0427 927 766

deborahking.hort@gmail.com

Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1595

Steve Horner
Lic. No. 251377C

Mobile 0420 996 123
Reliable and Quality Workmanship

•  Decks •  Frameless Glass Shower Screens
•  Pergolas •  Splashbacks
•  Window & Door Installation •  Pool Fencing
•  Carpentry Works •  Architectural Glazing
•  Maintenance & Repairs •  Glass Replacements

10 Matcham Road, Erina Heights
Email: reliancebuild1@gmail.com
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Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs

Consider this .....
>  Total customer focus & care

>  Low overheads, low commissions
>  Is an auction necessary???

I will give the best advice to save your money

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127
59 Carlton Road
Holgate NSW 2250
lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
www. lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licensed real estate agent & auctioneer

“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care
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Stage 3 students at Point Wolstoncroft

Snapshot from The Holgate Show

Snapshot from The Holgate Show
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at Central Coast Showcase, an event 
involving performances by students from 
K–Year 12 across the Central Coast. This 
event was held at Laycock Street Theatre. 
We welcomed dads and other male role 
models into our school for our annual 
Father’s Day breakfast. The dads enjoyed 
playing soccer and orienteering activities 
with us kids. 
Stage 3 students went to Point 
Wolstoncroft for a one-week sport and 
recreation camp. We did activities such 
as archery, giant swing, orienteering, 
rock climbing, initiatives, kayaking and 
fishing, although we didn’t catch any fish. 
We made lots of memories and loved 
spending time with our friends. 
Our Stage 3 classes continued video 
conferencing with our buddy schools 
in South Korea. The Asia ConneXions 
program has been running all year. We 
share stories about different parts of 
our culture, such as food, sports, music, 
folktales and celebrations. We have 
buddies that we write letters to and look 
forward to speaking with them via video 
conference. 
As we head into Term 4, we are looking 
forward to the Erina Learning Community 
Creative and Performing Arts Festival, 
our annual Christmas Tour performances 
at local nursing homes and preschools, 
farewelling our Year 6s in style and 
preparing to welcome our 2019 Kinder 
friends. z

Term 3 has been busy, but exciting, at 
Holgate Public School. 
Our whole-school musical, The Holgate 
Show, was a highlight for us. Puppets 
Jose and George ran the show, and every 
student in the school performed in a 
class act based on a good vs evil theme. 
We loved dressing up in costumes and 
playing different characters. The school 
choir and dance groups also performed. 
More than 500 mums, dads and friends 
came to watch. 
Holgate families joined together to 
support our farmers during the drought, 
donating food and other items. Every 
student in our school wrote letters to 
the farmers, sending our thoughts and 
support during this hard time. 
The environment continues to be a focus 
at our school. Our students in Years 3–6 
have been working on special projects on 
energy and biodiversity with Rumbalara 
EEC, as well as looking at ways to reduce 
plastic use as part of Central Coast 
Council’s Greenhouse Program. Our 
veggie garden is growing well, and each 
class harvested yummy food that we have 
used to cook recipes such as pizza, pasta 
and rice paper rolls.
Education Week was celebrated in style, 
with performances from our choir, band 
and dance group at Erina Fair. We also 
invited mums and dads to come into 
our classrooms to see the great work 
we are doing. Our choir also performed 

This Holgate Public School report is brought to you by Saskia DV, 
Sophie P, Charlotte G – Relieving Principal Amy Ball

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL



30  3031  31

TAX RETURNS $119
(all inclusive)

TEXT 0413 759 617
for a questionnaire or home appointment

Specialising in the preparation of individual tax returns

Home visits for Matcham and Holgate residents

Preparation questionnaire available for clients who 
wish to have their return done via correspondence

Fees are higher for business, vehicle schedules, 
capital gains schedules and rental investments

bnstax@optusnet.com.au
www.bnstax.com.au

Brian Sullivan
Registered Tax Agent

0484 850 306
Free Quote

General Earthworks
Earthmoving
Rock Walls
Auger Work

Bush Clearing
Mulching

Fully Insured
RMS & CCC Contractor

National LE Licence

www.ccearthworkshaulage.com.au
244 Wattle Tree Road, Holgate 2250

ABN: 87931020313 – ACN: 621684571

10% off for Valley Residents
www.firescreek.com.au

02 4365 0768
Cellar door Wine Tastings

Every Wednesday to Sunday
10:30 am – 4:30 pm
192 Wattle Tree Road 

Holgate 2250

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging 
and Unique Pools with Extraordinary Landscaping

For an Exceptional Backyard – Call Ken on 0408 433 378
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local!

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction”

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au        www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au

Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
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Visitors on RFS Readiness Day looking  
at material for fire protection and  
Getting Ready

Fire Chief Graham King talking  
about portable pumps and  

fire hose equipment for the home

Children experiencing how to  
douse plastic flames
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Summer is here
Once again, national fire emergency 
services have announced the expectation 
of an above average level of danger and 
risk of fire this season. It is clear that 
climate change is upon us, with our 
region once again having a generally dry 
winter and early spring. Fortunately, early 
October brought significant rain.

Fire season
For much of north-eastern NSW, including 
the Central Coast for the first time, the fire 
season was brought forward one month 
to 1 September. We even had a Total Fire 
Ban day in Winter! Fire restrictions apply 
until 1 April, and may be extended if 
required. 

Readiness Day
The RFS Readiness Day on Sunday 23 
September was a very successful event. 
About 120 people attended the station 
and were very keen to learn more about 
protection measures. We thank everyone 
who came. We also now visit new arrivals 
in the valleys, based on property sales 
information, and would hope any newly 
minted rural folk will contact us if they 
have any questions or issues about fire 
safety.

Pile burning
The Council announced, and then 
rescinded, a change of policy regarding 

pile burning east of the M1. Currently, 
we are still operating under the previous 
Gosford City Council rules, which DO 
NOT permit pile burns in our area. The 
intention is that Central Coast Council 
will adopt a variation of the previous 
Wyong Council rules, which will permit 
pile burning on land larger than 4,000 m2 
(1 acre). Central Coast Council is now 
committed to clarifying the new policy 
rules in consultation with the RFS, EPA 
and others, and we expect these to be 
available after the fire season.
For any type of proposed burning off, 
you are required to contact your local 
RFS brigade, and request that a permit 
be granted. Officers of the brigade are 
qualified to issue permits, if the situation 
satisfies a range of criteria.
For further information in the first 
instance, refer to the NSW RFS website, 
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.

Social media
The Matcham-Holgate Brigade regularly 
posts information to the Facebook group 
“Matcham Holgate Community Page”. 
During the fire season in particular, 
we post information about upcoming 
weather forecasts, Total Fire Ban days 
and keep you informed of incidents 
where the brigade has been involved. 
We recommend all residents connect to 
this group as it has become a very good 
community connection point. z

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE
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Local Builders you can trust

Transform your house this year

Our versatile local professional building services include:

•  Building advice and project management

•  New master built homes

•   Small building works with attention to detail such as 
interior alterations, decks, pergolas and extensions

•  House renovations

Quality work with competitive rates.

Our client referrals and repeat business say it all.

Matcham Valley Building

Nigel Dufton B.Sc. Hons. (Build), M.A.I.B.
Licence no. 92821C

Phone: 02 4365 0399 or Mobile: 0414 551 280
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RAINFALL REPORTS

Thank heavens for the rainfall in June 
(239 mm) and October (289 mm). Those 
months saved our sweet asses (that’s 
donkeys, of course) in what has been a 
pretty ordinary rainfall year.
As you can see from the reports on the 
opposite page, compared to the 22-year 
averages, this year we have had those two 
great months, two months around average 
and six months below, or well below, 
average.
It won’t be our driest year. You can see 
that there have been four years over the 
past 21 years where there has been rainfall 
of less than 1 metre per year, against the 
21-year average of 1334 
mm p.a. Our driest year 
was 839 mm in 2005.
On a disturbing level, in 
the last edition of Hall 
News it was established 
that following that great 
June rainfall, an average 
property with 250 m2 
of collection area could 
have collected and 
stored 60,000 litres of 
water. This, together 
with the July–September 
rainfall of 95 mm, should 
have ensured months of adequate supply. 
However, from mid-July (one month later), 
the water trucks were plying their trade 
again outside the Grammar School.
A long-time water truck driver in the area 
was somewhat less than flattering recently 
regarding some of the new arrivals in our 
valleys, stating that they need to adjust their 
suburban attitude towards living on acres.

Let’s seriously consider our recent water 
usage. If you had to buy water in the July–
September period, is your water storage 
capacity sufficient? If you purchased in 
July, then you should consider three to 
four times your current storage. If you 
purchased in August, then it should be 
maybe two or three times. If September, 
then at least double.
Perhaps a minimum water storage 
objective could be to install enough tanks 
to contain three months of our normal 
water usage plus at least 13,000 litres, full 
at all times – and reserved for the exclusive 
use of the RFS.

The fire season has 
been declared early this 
year. In the last month 
of Winter, there were 
at least 75 bushfires 
burning in a drought-
declared NSW. And the 
Bureau (who we all 
trust?) was predicting a 
dry, hot Spring/Summer. 
That being so, we must 
take extra care over 
the next four months. 
We need to have our 
defences in place 

before any major event! For tips about 
preparedness, equipment required, how to 
measure a water tank (of any shape) and 
accessing and exiting our valleys during an 
emergency, please see Hall News Issues 
119 & 120 on the Matcham Hall website: 
www.matchamhall.org/newsletter. 
Love our valleys, take care and be prepared 
over the coming months! z
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 22 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289

Year 2018 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289

To date this year 42 220 327 393 415 654 680 698 749 1038

Monthly 22 yr. av. 114 162 131 152 128 155 78 77 67 87

Accruing 22 yr. av. 114 276 407 559 687 842 920 997 1064 1151

21 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2017

Monthly 21 yr. av. 117 161 132 156 133 151 80 80 68 77 99 80 1334

Accruing 21 yr. av. 117 278 410 566 699 850 930 1010 1078 1155 1254 1334

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 9 11 14 9 5 14 3 4 7 15

To date this year 9 20 34 43 48 62 65 69 76 91

21 yr. monthly av. 8.7 8.8 8.7 8.7 7.6 8.7 6.3 5.8 5.2 6.7 8.6 7.5 91.3

RAINFALL REPORTS
From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary

Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 mtrs. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Storm Prep this Summer?

1.  Tree Safety – Selective pruning and/or tree 
removal can eliminate danger of STORM DAMAGE, 
preventing dropping limbs and branches onto you and 
your property.

2.  Protect your property – Tree removal may be 
the only solution. However, crown reduction and canopy 
balance can save trees from failing in the ground or 
during storms.

3.  Tree Health – Regular tree appraisals can help 
preserve green corridors.

4.  Proudly Central Coast for 25+ years.

Summer Specials
**** DECEMBER – FEBRUARY ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS 
FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call John Murphy
0402 572 616

Fully Insured – Free Quotes
*Optional
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Central Coast Shuttle Express
Door to Door transfers to Sydney Airport, 

Cruise Terminals, Central Railway,  
Airport Hotels.

Largest fleet on the coast 
Fully accredited with RMS and Point to Point 

Transport Commission 
Fully insured, professional licensed drivers 

6 to 8 return trips every day

www.ccse.net.au

To book your next transfer call our friendly staff

4340 1245

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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P.W.C. PLUMBING
PTY LTD

A.C.N. 068 506 669

Lic. No. 92952C

Plumber
Drainer

Gas Fitter
LPG

WARREN CARTWRIGHT
80 Hoipo Road

Somersby NSW 2250

Tel Mobile 0408 080 863
A/H 02 4372 1182

WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: mattsmithelectric@bigpond.com
ACN: 112 261 631

Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*
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POOL REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
A well-maintained swimming pool should 
have clear water, and be a safe and 
welcoming feature of your home. Kewba 
Pools can ensure you always swim in safety 
and comfort by delivering complete pool 
repair and maintenance services. Our 
specially trained team can provide weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly pool servicing, as 
well as repairs work to prevent your pool 
from deteriorating.

MOBILE POOL SERVICES
Our focus is always to deliver the highest 
level of service quality and exceptional 
customer service. With this in mind, we have 
10 mobile pool service vehicles available to 
cover the whole Central Coast area and can 
arrange to be at your pool within 24-hours 
of your call. With our pool shops in Erina 
Heights and Wyoming, you’ll never have to 
wait long for professional pool services.

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS

Kewba Pools only uses the finest pool chemicals and products when carrying out 
professional pool maintenance. All our efficient pool maintenance services can be tailored 
to suit your needs and busy schedules on the Central Coast, and we guarantee free quotes 
and fair pricing.

ERINA
02 4367 7433

486 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights NSW 2260

Wyoming
02 4323 2679

6/482 Pacific Highway, Wyoming NSW 2250

sales@kewbapools.com.au
10 MOBILE POOL TECHNICIANS AVAILABLE

Bring this advert  

into the store for  

a 10% discount  

on shop purchases

(conditions apply)

ERINA
02 4367 7433

WYOMING
02 4323 2679

www.kewbapools.com.au
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BIG JIM’S LAWN MOWING

0405 178 197
WE PERSONALISE EVERY JOB TO SUIT OUR CLIENTS

• CHAIN SAW WORK
• RIDE ON MOWER / LAWN CARE
• GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

$50 DISCOUNT OFF YOUR FIRST JOB
OVER THE PRICE OF $180

HOURLY OR DAY RATES AVAILABLE
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Matcham Hall Christmas Party

 

Saturday 1st December

From 6.00 pm

 
Celebrate the season with

friends and family
 

Enjoy karaoke, jukebox, dancing 
and children’s activities

 
BYO drinks and food to share

Gold coin donations at the door

 
                                       Proudly sponsored by

 

 


