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Christmas@Matcham Hall 
December 2nd  
from 4pm till late 

 

Christmas Party for all the Valley Community 
 

Food, Music, Games for the Kids & Catch up with the Community 

BYO - Bring a plate to share 
 

(Details Page 4) 
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HALL NEWS 
To the Wonderful Community of  

Matcham & Holgate Valley Residents 

Communities sustain us, nurture us, protect us and define us.  
The Valley Community’s Newsletter indicates a lot of activity and interest. The Hall’s 
August The Valley Rocks had around 150 mainly Valley residents coming along, sharing 
a plate, dancing to the Three Dimensions, enjoying the great facilities at the Hall and 
generally catching up until late! 
There are five upcoming events (please put in your diaries!!): 

 Friday October 20th there is a bush dance at Holgate School (only for adults!!) to 
which the P&C has invited the whole Valley community. (Details page 11) 

 

 On Saturday 2nd December from 4pm till late the Hall Christmas Party for ALL 
the Valley community. We are starting early as Valley parents of younger 
children are organising lots of activities from 4pm. (Details page 4). 

 

 On Sunday 5th November from 8.30am (at Matcham Hall) until 3.30pm, 
Waterwatch (supported by the NSW Government’s Office of Environment & 
Heritage) are holding a “catchment crawl” of Erina Creek’s catchment 
(Maddens, Fires and Erina Creek) exploring the creek’s flora and fauna and 
conducting water testing.  This is specifically for YOU. Please come along for a 
highly informative day. (Details page 8). 

 

 The annual garden competition for Gosford and Wyong Councils is currently 
judging gardens in the Valley and there will be a presentation night on Friday 
27th October (Contact Kerry Hodge or the Hall editor for details). 

 

 On Sunday 29th October the Matcham Public Hall Bunnings BBQ event happens 
at the West Gosford store. It is a great time to do something positive for the 
Hall’s coffers and enjoy working with your neighbours in a tradition that goes 
back to the beginnings of the Hall. Please contact editor@matchamhall.org to 
add your name to the helpers list. 

 

In this Newsletter we continue our now regular columnists commenting on Holgate 
School’s/ P&C’s activities, the Matcham-Holgate brigade (it’s Dry and potentially very 
dangerous), Rainfall report (it’s DRY!!), permaculture (endless free food), lessons on 
living on green acres (dealing with water shortages) and NBN update (Survey results). 
We’ve added a new one The Valley Arborist (bellbirds).  
The Editor is looking for a balance between keeping the history of the Valley alive and 
talking to current residents in each issue.  In this issue our correspondent has 
interviewed Jim Muir who has lived on Oak Road for 91 years. Jim takes us through the 
observed history and his longevity is a testament to Valley values. There is a detailed 
update on the St George Church site by Phil and Mike who are working on ways to 

mailto:editor@matchamhall.org
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preserve an important part of the Valley’s history in a contemporary context.  As 
promised from our last issue, our editor sat down with Valley resident, Ross Robinson 
(no relation), who was awarded an OAM earlier in the year to record insights of a 
passionate professional teacher and teaching administrator and all-round good guy. As 
our Editor observes, OAM – a well-deserved gong Ross. Finally, there is an article on 
the current owners of the original Ferneries home and tea house and their passion for 
maintaining what was a Central Coast icon going back to the early 1900s, The 
Ferneries.  
Without Advertisers the Hall Newsletter would not exist and, because of your interest, 
it is wonderful to see the updates in this edition to many of our long-term advertisers. 
There are also 7 new advertisers Kewba Pools, Quality Cleaning, Matchfit, Coastal Flue/ 
Fire Place maintenance, Central Coast Earthworks & Haulage, Central Coast Yang Tai 
Chi and Scotch & Soda (another side of Valley Resident Steve Lynch!!). Please add 
these supporters to your service provider contact lists!! 
Matcham Hall supports the Matcham Public Hall Facebook page, a closed group aimed 
at assisting communications in the Valley community. The membership has grown to 
373 mainly Valley residents (that’s more than half the current residences).  All requests 
to join are asked about their connection with the Valley community so please don’t 
think we are being nosey; in a cyber curious world we just need to check. There has 
been a lot of activity since the last Newsletter and the Hall’s management group is 
currently considering some guidelines to ensure both courtesy and civility (just in case). 
For those Valley residents that have students attending Erina Heights Primary School 
we’d encourage you to talk to the School and its P&C to consider contributing to this 
Newsletter on a regular basis. The Valley community has a 100 year plus association 
and the Editor is keen for that to continue. 
Your Hall Management Committee are all volunteers and because of their work the 
Hall is clean, the Hall is regularly hired, the Facebook page is maintained, a sub-
committee is assisting with preserving the Valley history and the Newsletter is 
published at least three times a year.   
Our community shares both a geographic and a digital space and has durable ties to 
families and values going back over a century and those positive values obviously 
extend beyond our Community. Until our next edition, be safe, be courteously 
involved, be curious and stay well. 
 

WANTED: In our Anzac Day edition this year we included a request for Ethics teachers 
to volunteer at Holgate Primary. Why not call Valley 
resident, Margaret Williams, on 0409 735 300 and talk 
with her about how you can help teach K-6 Ethics classes 
at the School. You receive training fully approved by the 
NSW Department of Education and you will join parents, 
grandparents and carers who make a difference enabling 
kids to respond more thoughtfully to the many problems 
and issues they will face in their lives.  
Bill Robinson - President Matcham Public Hall Inc 

Hall Newsletter 
 Advertising Rates 

 

Full Page $125 
Half Page $100 
Third Page $75 

Quarter Page $50 



 4 



 5 



 6 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

20% off Massages 
Monday & Thursdays until Christmas 

with this advert only 
 

Call us on (02) 4365 5850 to book an 
appointment  

 

216 Wattle Tree Road, Holgate  
 

 
 
 

www.facebook.com\centralcoastphysiolates.com.au 
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TickBits and the Wombat Hollow Clock Co.  

I am chatting with Ross Robinson, a 10-
year resident deep in the Holgate Valley, 
who has just received his Order of 
Australia Medal for his services as a 
Horologist (the study of time and the art 
of making timepieces). His profession’s 
current National President says that 
Ross is now “officially a legend” in his 
profession. 
Ross and his wife Joy are tree changers, 
moving into Holgate in 2007 from 
Beecroft. Ross retired in 2000 from a 40-
year watch and clockmaking career 
including 27 years working at Sydney 
TAFE. They’ve adapted to the vagaries of 
Fires Creek’s water level at “the bridges” 
and have even had the Matcham 
Holgate RFS “up for morning tea”. The 
acreage provides the opportunity to 
have their caravan within easy reach 
and, being well away from the sea, 
keeps Ross’ professional equipment 
away from the problematic salty air. 
Ross’ professional life has been one of 
constant adaptation to changing 
technology.  In 1973, as the only 
Horology teacher in NSW and in charge 
of the curriculum, he was confronted 
with “electric/ electronic/ quartz” 
technology in watches and clocks.  In 
much the same way that motor 
mechanics replaced blacksmiths, watch 
and clock repairers/traditional 
manufacturers and parts suppliers in 
1973 were facing what is today known 
as a “killer app”, “step change” or 
“disruption technology”.  

As a curriculum developer and teacher, 
Ross was directly confronted with the 
need to provide apprentices and trade 
watchmakers with not only the 
traditional high-level mechanical skills 
but also a training and support package 
for the very new and rapidly evolving 
know-how to “fault find electronic 
circuits”.   
Survival required rapid change. The 
pressure of change from the Japanese 
watchmakers required urgent 
amalgamation of traditional Swiss parts 
makers into larger manufacturing groups 
that could match this technology. 
After consolidating his industry contacts 
in Australia and Switzerland during 
1973, Ross used the end of year TAFE 
vacation to attend various training 
courses provided by the Swiss 
manufacturers. The Swiss Watch 
Industry subsequently provided visiting 
experts, “watch movements” and 
technical documents which became the 
foundation of his courses. Sydney TAFE 
became the hub for training from which 
Technical Documents were distributed in 
both Australia and NZ. That also led to 
almost a decade 
of networking 
that included 
visits by Swiss 
technical experts 
and regular 
updates to 
training 
programs.  
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Meet at Matcham Hall, Coachwood Rd Matcham 
8:30am for a 9:00am start 

Please wear suitable enclosed walking shoes 
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Ross’ passion for inclusiveness in his 
profession included the development 
during the 70s of a watch and clock 
making training course for paraplegics 
with two of the original 12 students still 
active in the profession.  
In 1980 Ross returned to Switzerland to 
attend refresher courses put on by the 
manufacturers. His passion also took him 
to the Museum of Horology in La Chaux 
de Fonds. The subsequent upgrading of 
facilities and the influx of the latest 
quartz movements made Sydney TAFE 
the best school in the region and Ross 
became the Head Teacher of 
Watchmaking in 1989. Ross went on to 
become the Head of Studies of 
Engineering Trades in the Engineering 
Services Faculty in 1995-2000. 
During the 1980s the impact of the 70s 
step-change plateaued. While continuing 
to develop his day job he became 
passionate about three parallel pursuits. 
Firstly, Ross began making clocks from 
scratch and in 1980 jointly founded The 
Wombat Hollow Clock Company (now 
Sydney Clockmakers Society) that initially 
brought together an eclectic group of 20 
“very clever and dedicated” people from 
different professions fascinated by clock 
design through to technical performance 
analysis of materials used in timepieces. 
Ross says they have produced “some 
world leading design and project clocks” 
and keep in close touch through their 
Yahoo Group.  
Secondly, with a passion for vocational 
education, Ross became Sydney Regional 
Chairman of World Skills. This 
organisation operates vocational 
competitions in every trade and vocation 
from individual college to regional level, 

then a national competition on a 4-year 
cycle culminating in a global competition.  
Ross was concerned that young people 
entering trades needed challenges that 
would ignite their imagination and 
provide recognition of the essential 
importance of such skills.  
Thirdly, Ross represented Sydney TAFE on 
the board of Sunswift, the University of 
NSW solar racing team, and, as a result, 
TAFE students and staff became directly 
involved in the development and running 
of the UNSW solar car in the World Solar 
Challenge (the Darwin to Adelaide annual 
event). Components for the car, including 
a wheel motor, were manufactured at 
Sydney TAFE using rare earth magnets 
developed by the CSIRO. 
Without the internet for most of his 
professional life, communication 
amongst watchmakers/ repairers 
depended on their professional group/ 
guild, the Watch and Clockmakers of 
Australia. After joining in 1969, Ross 
became at various times Secretary, 
Treasurer, CEO, President and a member 
of the Board and has been a life member 
since 1990. His adaptability sees him as a 
regular contributor of a technical column 
(“TickBits”) to the national Journal while 
also currently listed as Webmaster! 
I leave with the thought that it’s not 

where you get your qualification, it’s how 

well your qualification prepares you to 

face change generated by killer apps! 

When you meet people like Ross 

Robinson you are reminded that it is 

possible to compact a whole raft of 

achievements into a lifetime.  OAM – a 

well-deserved gong Ross. 
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189 WATTLE TREE RD HOLGATE 
Phone: 02 4367 7444   Fax: 02 4365 3088 

 holgate-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

\Term 3 has been very busy for Holgate 
Public School. We have had Holgate on 
Show which presented creative and 
performing arts programs for K-6 and 
extra curricula activities. This included 
performances from our school band, glee 
club, dance group and choir. It was a 
fantastic opportunity for extended family 
members to come and have tea, coffee 
and cake during our matinee 
performance. At the evening performance 
our school community enjoyed a sausage 
sizzle, art and performances in a relaxing 
atmosphere. Holgate on Show had a 
tremendous response for both sessions 
and many reported that it had an art 
gallery feel.  
The Year 6 class of 2016 raised money for 
our school sound equipment. With the 
combination of their great fundraising, 
last year’s school musical and Holgate on 
Show we now have the funds to upgrade 
our lighting, improve cabling and purchase 
a sound and mic system. This will all be 
mounted to the wall and simple to use. 
This upgrade of facilities is well overdue to 
support our daily assemblies and extra 
curricula activities. 
Students have been engaging in many 
additional opportunities in our school 
which include coding lessons, 
environmental programs (Rumbalara 
excursions, recycling in partnership with 
Remondis, Water Watch program, 
community gardening in partnership with 
Bunnings), Premier’s Spelling Bee, Public 

Speaking competition, Central Coast 
Showcase, Book Week, Public Education 
Week, Straw Challenge competition 
coordinated by Engineers Australia for 
Year 4 students. Great opportunities for 
all students at Holgate! 
School performance in external measures 

such as NAPLAN and ICAS continue to 

outperform like schools with improved 

school performance and growth 

compared to previous years. Student 

performance in reading, writing and 

numeracy indicate more than half our 

Year 3 and 5 students are in the top two 

bands. This is a significant school 

achievement.  

The P&C received a Community Building 
Partnership grant late 2016. The school 
and P&C are currently quoting for works 
to our bottom school playground. This will 
include a new garden bed and decking 
area. Surrounding the deck will include 
sensory activities for students. The 
committee hope to have the garden bed 
and deck completed late January / early 
February to begin sensory activities 
throughout 2018.  
The school continues to build its 
technology infrastructure with WIFI 
installed into all classrooms and IPads, 
robotics, coding apps and Science, 
Technology, the Arts Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEAM) planning for the 
school is underway for 2018-2020 
students.  
Vanessa Gordon Principal  
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 HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDRAISING  

Matcham/Holgate Community 
Cookbook is now off at the printers. 
Thank you to all of the Community 
members that have contributed recipes 

and snippets of 
Matcham/Holgate 
history. The 
Cookbook looks 
amazing and will  
arrive at the end 
of October ready 
in time for 
Christmas. Books 
are $35 each or 3 
for $90.  
 

We have ordered 
400 copies and they are going like 
hotcakes. If you would like to pre-order 
now please email your name, contact 
number, email address and how many 
books you would like to order through 
to holgatefundraising@yahoo.com.au.  
 

 
Payment can be made via direct debit to 
Holgate P&C or you can drop cash into 
the school with details on an envelope: 

 

 
BSB: 082-574 

Act: 03797 2903 
Ref: C (Surname) 

 
 

Once we see the payment arrive a 
receipt will be emailed to you asap. 
The Cookbook has been titled “From 
the Valley to Your Kitchen”. 

BUSH DANCE 
ALL Community Members Welcome 
 

Friday 20th October Holgate Public School 
are hosting a Social Fundraising Bush 
Dance at the School Hall. All of our 
Community Members are welcome to 
come along. We are very lucky to have the 
Frolich Brothers Bush Band playing for the 
night and we all can’t wait to have a night 
out. ADULTS ONLY. Please see flyer in 
Newsletter for details.  
 
The Fundraising Committee would love to 
borrow any Bush Dance themed props you 
may have at home lying around such as 
hay/straw bails, saddles, old iron wheels, 
Akubra hats, old pallets & any old wine 
barrels. If you are happy to part with any 
of these items for the night of the 20th 
October we would really appreciate it. 
Please contact Alecia on 0432 589 060 or 
email holgatefundraising@yahoo.com.  

mailto:holgatefundraising@yahoo.com.au
mailto:holgatefundraising@yahoo.com
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Master Cabler 
No Job Too Big or Small 

Lives in the Valley 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Your local Certified Septic & 
AWTS Service Agents 

 

The Experts in all things septic 
 

We can get your system back on track and 
running properly 

 
 

 

www.absolootseptic.com.au 
 

 

02 4362 1060  
or   

0401 397 754 

Free 
Audit 

For a Limited Time Only 
New Customers 

 Book Now for a Free Audit of your 
Septic and Irrigation System 

0421 071 168 

$15 Half Hour 

http://www.absolootseptic.com.au
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Jim Muir Reminisces 

Jim Muir has lived on Oak Road for 90 
years.  
 

Jim’s grandparents moved to Brady’s 
Gully in Gosford in 1875 and Jim’s 
parents paid “300 pounds for 20 acres” 
of partially cleared land in Matcham in 
1926 provided under the WW1 Soldier 
Settlement program. Jim was born in 
1927. 
 

Jim’s parents cleared the towering trees 
and large rocks using what was available 
– gelignite, big jacks, horses for 
“snigging” (dragging) logs and fire. 
Timber was milled by either the Day 
family (Holgate) or the Lowe family 
(Niagara Park). A portion was kept for 
house, shed and fence building on the 
property. Ploughing, removing stones 
and planting of orange, lemon and 
persimmon trees and beans, peas and 
sweet potato crops followed for sale 
mainly in the Sydney markets. Beans 
were the big crop; planted July 4th as 
high up the ridge as possible for early 
crops to market (premium prices). 
Locals sold to a regular small purchaser 
and/or to the Gosford Packing House. 
Life revolved around the bean crops 
with holidays only in December/January 
when no beans were grown. 
 

Jim started at the Holgate Public School 
in 1934 joining 50 others in two 
classrooms and two teachers (Mr 
Snowdon and Mr Boreham). Jim walked 
barefooted (“jolly cold in Winter”) down 
Oak Road and then along the ‘school 
track’ (later McGarrity Ave) across Fires 

Creek to Wattle Tree Road. On their way 
home he and his mates would pinch of 
few oranges next to the track from 
Snowy Martin’s orchard. When caught, 
they were told they could have the fruit 
that had dropped to the ground; they 
would then shake the trees first.  
Everyone brought their own food and 
drinks to school for the day.  
 

“My mum was a really good cook. Some 
of my favourite foods were plum 
pudding, apple tart and lots of other 
things she made,” Jim remembers 
fondly. Each year she would enter a 
local cooking competition for a batch of 
scones at the Matcham Hall and would 
nearly always win. First prize was 
usually a cookbook which she didn’t 
need; she was such a good cook. One 
year she cooked a batch of scones for a 
neighbour as the neighbour couldn’t 
cook as well as her. The neighbour 
entered this batch and ended up 
winning. First prize that year was a 
handbag my mum would have really 
liked. My mum came second and won 
another cookbook. 
 
 

Empire Day (24th May, Queen Victoria’s 
Birthday) was a big thing at the School 
with maypole dancing, games and races 
and, of course, big bonfires and 
fireworks (“cracker night”). Jim went on 
to Gosford High School until at age 16 
(1943) he left, being the only child, to 
help on the farm. He continued farming 
the property until 1995 (aged 78). 
 

Jim remembers having 7 acres of various 
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Contact Us 
 

 

 

Phone: (02) 4365 0097 
Mobile: 0419 292 026 

 

Address 
PO Box 5099 

Erina Fair, NSW 2250 
 

Join us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/#%21/pages/Coastal-Decks-and-Pergolas/167706516610369
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crops with horse drawn ploughing; 
planting, weeding and harvesting were 
done by hand. Contests for bean picking 
were always won by Ruth Fernside. It 
was not until the late 50s that Jim could 
use a “Merry Tiller”; a hand-held 
rotovator/ plough. In 1961 Jim got his 
first tractor – a Fiat. Jim’s property has 
always been dependent on seasonal 
rains. Jim’s diet has included home 
grown vegetables, eggs and meat from 
his chooks, milk from his cow and fruit 
from the orchard (apples, peaches, 
persimmons, lemon and orange trees) 
supplemented by eels from Madden’s 
Creek and trapped rabbits (to stop them 
eating the crops). 
 

For most of Jim’s life, Oak Road has 
been a place where cars got bogged 
during rain, pulled out by tractors, a bus 
regularly goes by (the first one operated 
by Henry Evans) and various people 
delivering milk, bread, meat and 
pharmacy needs (the most memorable 
being the Rawleighs). The mail was 
delivered (by horse, then horse and 
sulky and then by car) and picked up (if 
there was a flag in the letterbox). In the 
early years the only place to make 
phone calls was at Mrs Brooking’s post 
office in Free Selection (Matcham) Road. 
Reading was by kerosene lamp and 
wood was used for cooking and open 
fires until electricity arrived in 1939. 
 

Jim fondly remembers the regular 
dances and fetes at Matcham Hall and 
the tennis teams from Matcham, 
Holgate, the Ridgeway and Lisarow 
doing battle on courts owned by various 
families (Lowton, Dubois, Gethings and 

Davis) who also provided team 
members to complement other families’ 
players (Kennedy, Lowton, Martin, 
Fernside). Jim remembers Mark Dubois’ 
1928 Chev ute and hopping in the back 
with the men while the ladies travelled 
up front to the games. Jim and many 
other locals also played in the Matcham 
or Holgate Cricket teams that regularly 
fought it out on Paul Oval. 
 

Times have changed over the past 90 
years, families have come and gone but 
some things remain the same… the 
beauty of our valleys and strong 
networks in our community. It’s really 
been my privilege to sit and chat with 
Jim. 
 

Mike Murphy 
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Wanted! 
 

Old or unwanted ride-on mowers 
 

 

I am willing to buy that mower that you just 
don’t need anymore and is filling up your 

shed! 
 

 

Contact James Morgan  

on 0405 178 197 

P. W. C .  PL UM BI NG  
P T Y LT D  

A.C.N. 068 506 669    

Lic No. 92952c 

 
 

Plumber 

 Drainer 

 Gas Fitter 

 LPG 
 

 
 

WARREN CARTWRIGHT 
 

80 Hoipo Road 
Somersby NSW 2250 

 

Tel Mobile 0408080863 

A/H 02 43721182  Plumber, Drainer, 
Gas Fitter, LPG 

 

www.firescreek.com.au 
 

02 4365 0768 
 

Cellar door Wine Tastings :  
Every Wednesday to Sunday.  

10:30am- 4:30pm 
 

192 Wattle Tree Rd 
Holgate 2250 
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A Sanctuary in the Valley  

 I am on an Oak Road property adjoining 
Maddens Creek with the 60s sound of a 
large sprinkler in late September 2017 
during a record breaking drought. The 
water is being drawn by a massive 
“antique but durable” pump from a 70m 
deep bore that used to support a 50-
acre (20 ha) orchard/ nursery here and 
which in 100 years of occupation has 
never run dry. I am being welcomed into 
their home by Lisa and Adam Lock who 
moved here in 2001 from Ourimbah.  
There is a lovingly maintained large sign 
hanging from the edge of their main 
house veranda which reads “Nyora Tea 
House Est. 1930”.  We don’t know why 
Nyora was chosen as the name but 
there is a small town in the Gippsland 
region of Victoria by that name and the 
name is also thought to derive from an 
Aboriginal expression describing a 
‘cherry tree’. Interestingly, back in 1941, 
Mrs E.E. Gethings of “Nyora, Ferneries, 
Gosford” proudly announced in The 
Sydney Morning Herald the engagement 
of her son Henry to Muriel Enid Finch, a 
lass from Centennial Park.  
We wander closer to Maddens Creek 
and sit down on the verandah of what 
was the original toilet block of “The 
Ferneries” looking across the lawn to 
the original 1920s house built by the 
Gethings family. Adam tells me that 
most of that house, from the footings 
through to floor boards, remain original. 
It reminds me of the parallels with 
Matcham Hall built down the road in 

1915.  The Gethings’ lived there from 
around 1920 to 1988 and started the 
Nyora Tea House in 1930 and 
subsequently established a Central 
Coast icon, rainforest picnic haven and 
retail nursery known simply as “The 
Ferneries”.  
“The Ferneries cover and area of 15 
acres and consist of native and 
ornamental trees, set in a ferny 
rainforest on the banks of a small 
stream. There is a refreshment kiosk 
and art display, glasshouses of exotic 
plants, ferns, fuchsias, paddle boats, 
peacocks, pheasants and picnic 
grounds” the words read in an old 
advertisement. 
We walk over to one of the many old 
sheds and Lisa shows me a 2m by 5m 
sign that used to adorn the Oak Road 
entrance promising, “Bar-B-Q’s, Picnic 
Area, Paddle Boats, Kiosk” at the 
bottom of a magical picture of a bridge 
amongst tree orchids, giant tree ferns, 
exotic palms, tall timber and giant water 
lilies. Lisa takes me to see the last 
remaining paddle boat that was a 
Gethings original design and 
construction.  
Following the Gethings’, the Davies 
family operated the Ferneries from 1988 
to the 1990s before selling to Wendy 
and John Pope who then proposed a 
rural subdivision in 1996, which 
subsequently led to the development 
we see today of 9 properties (the 
“Nyora” block and 8 new acreages). Lisa 
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and Adam tell me the detailed story of 
their “accidental” purchase of that block 
in 2001 when only 4 of the new blocks 
had homes constructed.  In short form, 
Adam was doing a building quote in Oak 
Road, dropped in to talk with the now 
widowed Wendy who wanted to sell, 
subsequently spoke to Lisa who 
dropped over to have a closer look and 
…. they bought.  
By 2001, the original Ferneries facilities 
and buildings were largely derelict. This 
coincided with a period when Adam and 
Lisa were not only building their small 
construction business but also growing 
their young family. Bit by bit over the 
last 16 years, the houses have been 
sensitively renovated, 70 tonnes of 
derelict infrastructure (including the 
nursery glass houses) have been 
removed and Adam has built the many 
aviaries to house Lisa’s passion – birds.  
We wander over to the road side of the 
property to look at the last remaining 
original picnic table and high in a native  
Cyprus Pine sits a Sulphur Crested 
Cockatoo who regularly arrives to see if 
there are any leftovers; just like “cocky” 
who we visited in our last Newsletter 
issue on Kerryn Parry-Jones’ Matcham 
Road property, Lisa also calls this one 
“cocky”. Lisa tells me that Flying Foxes, 
Sugar Gliders and Microbats are still 
regular visitors along with some finches 
and “very menacing” willy wagtails (who 
obviously don’t like no for an answer). 
Lisa and Kerryn became connected 
when Lisa joined Wildlife A-R-C in 2010 
and she has been a regular at Kerryn’s 
flying fox hospital. Lisa is also rostered 
for a 4-hour shift once a week to take 

phone calls from Coasties who ring ARC 
about assistance with injured wildlife 
(Magpies, Owls, Pigeons through to 
Wallabies and various reptiles); 25 
injured wallabies in the last month and 
Lisa makes a plea to please slow down 
around dawn and dusk in the valley.  
Lisa specialises in bird and possum 
injuries and she manages to fit this in 
while administering their now thriving 
small family business in the Valley.  
I leave feeling very glad that history is 

being preserved and that wildlife has a 

great carer and with a dozen eggs from 

Lisa’s various “girls”. 

WANTED PLEASE!! – Have you got a 
couple of hours once a week just to 
take phone calls from Coasties with 
injured wildlife? Wander over to 
215 Oak Road and have a natter to 
Lisa and spend a few minutes with 
Harry the Wallaby just to see the 
fruit of caring for the native fauna 
(and flora). 
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Q.  What is the big deal about Bush Fire Prep 
 this Spring? 
 

1. Protect your Property –Removing trees over, or near your home 
reduces leaf build up in gutters and downpipes, also reducing fuel on the ground. 

 

2. Tree Safety –Selective pruning and/or tree removal can elimi-
nate danger of STORM DAMAGE, preventing dropping limbs and branches onto you 
and your property.   

 

3. Tree Health – Regular tree appraisals can help preserve your green spaces. 
 

4.   Proudly Central Coast for 25+years 
 

Spring Specials 
 

**** SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER **** 
10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK 

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden* 
 

SKILLFUL PRUNING-TREE REMOVALS-STUMP GRINDING\FRIENDLY 
ADVICE FROM  QUALIFIED ARBORIST 

 

Call John Murphy 

0402 574 616 
Fully Insured-Free Quotes 

*Optional 

 



 21 

Editor’s Note: This is a new section of our Newsletter where another 

Valley resident would like to share his professional expertise. 

The Valley Arborist  

I am a professional arborist and have 
owned and operated tree service 
businesses on the Central Coast for 
almost 30 years providing 
employment for many local people.  I 
have lived on the Central Coast 
almost all my life – growing up, 
studying and working here and now 
reside with my wife on a property in 
Holgate; a lifelong dream realised. I 
am passionate about finding solutions 
around managing the urban forest in 
a way that increases liveability and 
preserves our valued trees and 
natural ecosystems.   
 

A current major concern is Dying 
Eucalypts in our Valley. Broad-scale 
canopy dieback in our Valley’s 
eucalypt forest is associated with an 
explosion in the psyllid population 
that eat all the leaves. Psyllids are 
usually controlled by various insect 
eating bird species but these are 
being successfully chased away due to 
the growing populations of aggressive 
Bell Miners (bellbirds).   
 

A new acronym has entered the 
arborist lexicon; BMAD is short for 
Bell Miner Associated Dieback. This is 
occurring due to interactions 
between habitat fragmentation, 

logging, nutrient enrichment, altered 
fire regimes and weeds.  Many 
species of Eucalypts are susceptible; 
Dunn’s white gum, Sydney blue gum, 
flooded gum, grey ironbark, narrow 
leaved White Mahogany, grey gum, 
and grey ironbark. There is also 
evidence that some normally non-
susceptible dry sclerophyll types e.g 
spotted gum and blackbutt may be 
affected but the Sydney Blue Gum is 
the main victim in our Valley. 
 

Invasion, establishment and spread of 
Lantana is the most common factor 
since it provides essential protective 
habitat encouraging the explosion in 
the Bell Miner colonies.  The flow-on 
impact of dieback is reduced eucalypt 
flowering, reduced honey production 
and exit of honey eating bird species 
and populations that otherwise can 
effectively compete with Bell miners. 
Removal of Lantana and thick under 
story (Privet is also a problem) seems 
to be the one of the only actions that 
we, as property owners, can take to 
disperse the Bell Miners and bring 
back the various birds that feed on 
the psyllids resulting, hopefully, in the 
slowing down of the loss of our 
eucalypt forests and dependent 
wildlife.   
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Domestic Water Delivery 
 

 

Friendly, reliable, local 
service 

Competitive Rates 
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

  
 
 

Town water only 
 

Call Steve on 0417 677 524 

 
 
 
 

Got a Dark Room ?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™,Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ - ideal 

for two storey applications.   
 

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976  

 

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs  

 

Ring or call in to our Showroom for an 
obligation free quotation  

 

The Barralong Centre, 14 Barralong 
Road Erina  

Ph 43651595 
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While arborists will initially clear lantana and privet, it is essential that all of 
us are aware of the need for our own gardening vigilance with regrowth and 
the potential for the prolific lantana seed germination for many years 
following initial clearance. There is also a need to plant honey producing 
natives such as grevillea (especially silky oak) and callistemon (bottle brushes) 
to encourage the “explosion” of the many species of birds that will 
successfully compete against bellbirds and eat the psyllids.  
 

Editor’s Note: The National Parks and Wildlife Service Bushcare group is 

currently doing a lot of work removing the Lantana population in the 50 ha 

Wambina Reserve between Oak Road and Wamberal and have met many 

residents adjoining the Reserve who have done a fantastic job already in 

tackling this issue on their own properties on Oak and Matcham Roads. 

Important Hall Contacts 
 

Hall Bookings  bookings@matchamhall.org 
 

Newsletter -  editor@matchamhall.org  
 
 

Treasurer  treasurer@matchamhall.org 
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE 
 

Dry, Dry, Dry 
As at the end of September, we have 
had virtually no rain here for 4 months. 
Once again, this year the RFS predicts a 
dangerous summer season. The 
bushland fuel load on the ground (dead 
organic matter) is quite high and of 
course very dry. Spring is often one of 
the most dangerous periods for 
bushfire, and we have already seen new 
temperature records set and significant 
bushfire across the state.  
 

 

 

Fire Season 
Is now on, starting 1 October. This 
summer has the potential to be one of 
very serious bushfire threat, unless we 
get good rain soon. Fire Restrictions 
apply. Fire season remains until 1 April, 
and may be extended if required. A 
number of districts in Northern NSW 
have brought the fire season start date 
forward to mid September, and will 
probably make this permanent. This is 
not required as yet for the Central Coast 
District. 
 

 

 

Readiness Day 
 

The RFS Readiness Day on Sunday 18 
September was a very successful event. 
About 90 people attended the station 
and were very keen to learn more about 
protection measures. We thank 
everyone who came. As a result we are 
considering holding an end of season 
community event. We will advise details 
in the coming months. 
 

 

 

 

Social Media 
The Matcham Holgate brigade regularly 
posts information to the Facebook 
group page “Matcham Public Hall”. 
During the Fire Season in particular, we 
will post information about upcoming 
weather forecasts, and keep you 
informed of incidents where the brigade 
has been involved. We recommend all 
residents connect to this group as it has 
become a very good community 
connection point. 
 

 

 

Hazard Reductions 
With the predicted weather for Spring 
largely behaving as expected, the RFS 
across the state conducted many HR 
burns as early as possible during July 
and August. These have by 1 October 
mostly stopped, with a few still being 
conducted around the state where it is 
considered acceptable. 
 

Burning Off 
Currently Matcham & Holgate are still 
under the rules set by the former 
Gosford Council with regard to burning 
off. That is to say, generally not 
permitted. With the creation of the 
Central Coast Council, the regulations 
regarding private property burn offs will 
probably be reviewed. We advise 
anyone in the area who wants to burn 
off vegetative matter, to always wait 
until summer is over, and then check to 
see if regulations change with the new 
council. Your brigade will of course 
provide updated advice through this 
newsletter and Hall Facebook Group. 
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You must always obtain a permit to burn off. If the brigade is called to your 
property and you do not have appropriate permission, the brigade will extinguish 
your fire, take your details and advise you of the consequences. 
In the first instance, contact the RFS website, https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au./
matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au 

Limousines for All Occasions  

A Big Thank You to Our  Newsletter Delivery  Team  

Sandy Temperley – Oak Rd, 
McGarrity, Blue Gum 
Judy Watt – Katandra, Croton 
Kim Gray/Alison Cremen – Coachwood   
Katrina King – Paroo to End Wattle Tre 
Monique Jacobsen – Matcham Rd Nth 

Chris/ Jim Gorman – Matcham Rd Sth,  
Diane Dunlea – Clyde and Trawalla,  
David Broughton – Carlton, Gooriwa, Murina 
Ray Faull – Paroo to start Wattle Tr Rd,  
Sam Pethen – Bandalong, Talbingo, Wingrove 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
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Shops 1-2/488, The Entrance Road, Erina Heights 
Phone: 43650064 

 
 

Open 7 days a week from 5pm 
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12pm 

Dine in or takeaway 

 
 
 
 

Open 7 days a week from 9am 
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers 
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RAINFALL 

Conclusion: It’s been an interesting year so far. On average over the last 21 

years of rain records in the Valley the average rainfall for the first 9 months 

of the year has been 1006mm and so far, this year, we’ve had 932mm (7% 

less). In the 6 months to June 2017 we were 7% above average. Why 

doesn’t it feel like it? Two reasons. Firstly, in March we had a boomer with 

389 mm (3rd wettest March in 21 

years). Secondly, we have only had 

28mm in the last 3 months which is a 

record low for that 3-month period 

(21-year average is 245mm) with the 

previous lows being 72mm in 2014 

and 73mm in 2009. It has been very 

dry. Worth a read of “Living on Green 

Acres” and RFS sections of this 

Newsletter. 
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Endless Free Food 

MEG’S PERMACULTURE 

When I spend time in nature I am always 
struck by the diversity of life. So many 
different kinds of plants, animals and 
mycelium all coexisting and supporting 
each other. Permaculture seeks to replicate 
this kind of diversity in the home garden. 
Diversity provides us with greater 
resilience to bugs and diseases, and also 
helps to protect us against changes in 
weather patterns. 
 
People often think of a vegetable garden as 
neat rows of annuals, raised from either 
seeds or seedlings. You plant in spring and 
autumn and harvest accordingly. An 
annual food garden needs a lot of energy. 
As well as the time and effort you invest, 
there’s the need to weed it and to replenish 
the soil after each crop. This type of garden 
is also the reason that a lot of people will 
tell you that it’s cheaper and easier to just 
buy your vegetables rather than grow them. 
 
There’s nothing wrong with a traditional 
type of vegetable garden, but if you’ve 
been put off by the effort and expense you 
could be ready for something different. 
Here’s a short introduction to some of the 
more resilient food plants that you might 
like to try at your place.  
 
Upland Cress 
Often incorrectly sold as ‘water cress’ in 
plastic sleeves at the supermarket, this 
great little leafy green has a strong, 
peppery taste, similar to rocket (arugala). It 
grows happily in just about any soil and 
while it tolerates boggy conditions and 
shade it will also thrive in drier sunnier 
spots. Considered to be one of the most 
nutritious of all the leafy greens, it also has 

an attractive appearance. Let a few go to 
seed and you’ll have it forever. It’s great as 
an edging plant or in amongst the flowers. 

 
Tromboncino 
Throw a couple of seeds in the ground mid
-spring and you’ll be harvesting zucchini-
like vegetables for months. The taste 
doesn’t have the bitterness of traditional 
zucchinis and this makes them very 
popular with kids, particularly if you use a 

spiraliser to make ‘zoodles’.  I grow this 
rambling vine over a north-facing pergola 
where it does double duty shading the 
house and cooling the air.  
 
Asparagus 
Many people don’t realise that asparagus is 
a tough perennial fern. The vegetable is 
actually the fern frond emerging from a 
crown under the soil. Let the fronds 
develop fully in the first year and always 
leave a few to feed the crown. You’ll get 
years and years of delicious asparagus, 
even in a spot that gets only a bit of sun. 
It’s worth going online to find the ‘fat 
bastard’ variety.  
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Queensland Arrowroot 
A tough perennial tuber the puts on a lush 
green leaf, as beautiful as any ornamental 
tropical plant. These are great as a border 
plant where they will fight with weeds and 
provide you with chop and drop mulch. 
Harvest the young tubers from the side of 
the plant and roast them in the oven or use 
them to make gluten free arrowroot flour. 
 
Yacon 
Known as ‘the apple of the Andes’ this 
crunchy tuber can be eaten raw or cooked. 
The texture is like an apple, and the 
flavour is mild and sweet, similar to 
watermelon. I’ve got this growing in dry 
soil near the drip line of a giant eucalypt 
where most other things would fail. It’s 
tasty in curries or stir fries instead of water 
chestnuts and makes a surprise addition to 
fruit salad. 
 
Jerusalem Artichokes 
Not from Jerusalem and not artichokes 
they are also known as ‘sun chokes’. Once 
you have them you will always have them. 
The tubers leave little babies behind for 
next year. They will rot if they stay too 
wet for long, but are otherwise 
indestructible. They are known to cause 
wind because of their high inulin content, 
but this can be reduced by leaving them in 
the ground for as long as possible before 
harvesting. I love them for soup, fresh 
pickles and baking. 
 
Macadamia  
Permaculture is all about energy efficiency 
and when it comes to growing food, few 
things do so as efficiently as a nut tree. 
Imagine how many calories a field of 
macadamias can produce compared to 
anything else. Buy a grafted tree to 
minimise the wait for nuts. You will lose a 
few to native rats but there will still be 
plenty.  
 
Warrigal Greens 
This tough Australian native is also called 
‘New Zealand spinach’ and makes a great 

weed suppressing ground cover. It will 
supply you with abundant greens all year 
and replaces spinach in any recipe. 
 
Moringa 
Considered to be the most nutritious tree 
on the planet, the Moringa is also called 
‘the miracle tree’ because introducing it to 
impoverished countries has saved people 
from starvation. All parts are edible. It 
loses its leaves in Autumn and takes 
longer than most trees to put leaf on again 
in late spring.  
 
All of these plants are tough and tasty. 
Some of them are so tough that you can 
just tuck them into a corner of the garden 
and ignore them, but all will benefit with 
the occasional watering and a bit of 
compost.  
 
These days, it’s easy to find places online 
that sell them, as well as plenty of recipes 
for experimenting with your new endless 
supply of effortless food.  
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SAVING ST GEORGE CHURCH 

The future of this local historical significant building is currently being considered. 
If you are interested in being part of a community group to be part of this process, 
please read on. 
 

A brief history of the church indicates that the Foundation stone was laid at St 
George's Church in 1925 on the corner of Coachwood and Oak Roads in Matcham. 
The Church was built on half an acre of land that was gifted by the Heyne Family in 
Matcham. Captain Heyne gifted the land as a memorial of the "fallen heroes" of 
World War 1.  
 

The Dean of Newcastle laid the Foundation stone with a solemn wish that the 
Church stand as a reminder of the sacrifice that was made in that War. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article166835968 
 

The church has had all services transferred to Holy Trinity Church, Erina Heights 
since and was recently deconsecrated. 
In the last edition of the Hall News, I provided a copy of a submission I sent to 
Terrigal Anglican Church regarding the future of St Georges Church on Oak Rd.  My 
submission is based on the following; 
 

 The historical significance of St Georges building. 
 

 The dedication of the site to WW1 soldiers and moral obligation of the 
church.  

 

 The opportunities to maintain this site for specific purposes as well as 
for community events. 

 

What has happened so far. 
 

2011  Anglican Parish Council passed a motion for the deconsecrating 
  to enable property to be sold. 
 

2017 May   Letter sent to parishioners seeking submissions to be made 
  regarding future proposals for site. 
 

25th June Parish consultation meeting held for discussion by  
  parishioners. I was invited to attend in response to my  
  submission. 
 

18th July Matcham Hall Committee agreed to support community  
  members to preserve St Georges 
 

23rd Aug Father Mark sent email with outcome from Parish Council  
  meeting. These include decision not to proceed with  
  application to council for rezoning; not to relocate building to 
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  Holy Trinity site; relocate Foundation Stone to Holy Trinity and 
  to have a parish member investigate legal implications such as 
  caveats on the land for any future decisions. 
 

1st Sept  Public meeting held for local residents to discuss proposals for 
  preservation of St George’s site. Representatives selected to 
  attend next Hall Committee meeting. 
 

12th Sept Hall Sub-committee formed to liaise with church, local  
  community, council, RSL and other interested parties regarding 
  future of St George’s site. Sub-committee are Phil Harrison & 
  Mike Murphy. 
 
 

 The church has been nominated to be given Heritage Listing 
with Central Coast Council. 

 

 Contact with the NSW State Library has been made to have 
the site recognised as a Memorial for World War 1 soldiers. 

 

 Terrigal/Wamberal RSL President and committee support the 
recognition of this site as a Memorial and are writing a letter 
of support from their association. 

 

 Members of the Heyne Family who are supportive of the site 
being maintained as a historical site 

 
A website for community consultation and support www.stgeorgesmatcham.org 
has been set up 
 

 

St Georges Building and Grounds 
Possible uses include storage and display historical documentation from the 
church; storage and display copies of relevant local historical documents; 
photographs and farming equipment from the Matcham/ Holgate area;  
community garden; wedding venue for hire for fundraising; special functions such 
as Carols by Candlelight; playgroup venue; invite local Aboriginal groups to exhibit 
information regarding the Traditional Land Owners history; provide a site for the 
collection and display of fauna and flora specimens from the valleys etc.   

If you are interested in supporting this 
important local campaign, log on to 
www.stgeorgesmatcham.org Join in in 
online discussion or email me on 
369mcm@gmail.com or Phil on 
doctorphilharrison@gmail.com or 
contact me by phone on 43 652 074. 
 
Mike Murphy & Phil Harrison 
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Bring this advert into the 

store for 10% discount on 

shop purchase 

 

(conditions apply) 
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NBN UPDATE JULY 2017 

 

 

Key results of the survey. 
1. Total responses (10.10.17) 102. 51 on ADSL, 21 on NBN FTN, 18 on 3G/4G, 7 on 

SkyMuster, 2 on ABG satellite and 2 no service and 1 unknown. 
2. NBN fibre comes down Paroo road (1 reported connected) and turns north into 

Wattle Tree (4) and south to Manor Hill Close (2).  The Fibre moves past the School 
and extends into McGarrity (1) and then north into Oak Road (6) and south (2). 

3. NBN fibre from Central Coast Highway along Matcham Road (2 south of Coachwood) 
extends into Coachwood (2 about half way to Oak) and further north on Matcham 
Road as far as the Erina Creek bridge (3).  

4. There are Nodes on Coachwood (near Matcham Road) and on the corner of Oak and 
McGarrity. Micronodes are identifiable on Wattle Tree Road (to near Patterson), Oak 
Road (200m north of Ferneries) and Matcham Road (almost to Wambina Road) BUT 
not connected. 

5. The majority of respondents in the July 2017 survey are on ADSL; Wattle Tree (10), 
Pollard (3), Paroo (1), Manor Hill (3), Wingrove (2), Talbingo (1), Katandra (1), 
Gooriwa (3), Murina (3), Clyde(1), Milina(1), Coachwood(3), Oak(2), Matcham (11), 
Sarah (4) and Warin (1).  

6. 51 ADSL respondents: 12 stated that they are “eligible” to connect to NBN but have 
chosen not to (there may have been some confusion about “eligible”).  

7. 18 respondents only have access to mobile data (3G/ 4G); Ridgeway (1), Wattle Tree 
south of Katandra (1), Patterson (1), Oak north of the Ferneries (14) and Sarah (1). 
Many on Oak have been refused a SkyMuster connection. 2 respondents noted 
Telstra are not providing a landline and there is no mobile reception while 2 
respondents are on the old ABG satellite service and also are being refused access to 
SkyMuster.  

8. In terms of service providers, Telstra (70), ii Net (6), iPstar Satellite (2), Active8Me 
Satellite (3), Optus (2), TPG (2), ANT Satellite (1), and Skymesh Satellite (1), Bordernet 
Satellite (1), Spintel (1), Dodo (1), Bendigo (1), Exetel (1), Belong (1), Amaysim (1) and 
iPrimus (1) with 6 unknown.  

9. In terms of interest by road, Oak Road (35 respondents), Wattle Tree and Matcham 
Road (15 each), Coachwood (6), Manor Hill Close (5), Sarah (5), Gooriwa and Murina 
(3 each), Wingrove (2) and Ridgeway, Paroo, Talbingo, Katandra, Clyde, Milina, 
McGarrity and Warin (1 each).  

10. 41 respondents noted that they had 3g/ 4g data plans but 23 respondents had these 
as adjuncts to their main service and 18 having this as their main service (only 1 by 
choice). 

11. NBN landline speeds 40/20/10 (download/ upload/ ping) in (north) Matcham Road 
down to 8/2/27 (north Oak Road). NBN SkyMuster 20/4/730 (Oak Road north) down 
to 15/4/363 (Oak Road middle). ADSL 13/1/19 (Matcham Road north) to 1/1/30 in 

Gooriwa. 3G/4G 69/8/32 Oak Road South, 32/6/20 Wattle Tree Road south with a 
6/1/150 in Oak Road north able to stream movies (!) but all operated Yagi-type 
boosters. 3g/4g tended in the 6/2/120 range with some 1/0.5/24. The old ABG 
satellites were lucky to get 1/1/716. 
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KABUL 
GALLERY 

 
PERSIAN RUGS 

 

 

Rug Cleaning 
 

& 
 

Repair Service 

 

Call 0437 500 184 
For your personal quote email:  info@mycarz.com.au 

 All Airports 

 All Cruise Ports 

 Wedding Packages 

 Special Occasions 

 Funeral Farewells 

 Sydney 

 Newcastle 

 Hunter Valley  

 Blue Mountains 

 Based Central Coast 

3/160 The Entrance Road, Erina - Ph: 0430 200 972 

 

12. NBN plans varied from unlimited data for $80 a month (unlimited/80) in Wattle Tree 
north down to 600 gb/ 100 in McGarrity. SkyMuster 35gb peak + 65gb off peak for $55 
although this was pre-expansion of capacity in August. ADSL plans varied from 
unlimited/ 65 in Matcham Road north through to 200/134 in Wattle Tree. 3G/ 4G 
plans varied from 80/ 171 through 100 / 70 to 50/150 Oak Road middle. The worst 
plans were with the old ABG satellite with 15/170 Oak Road north.  

 

13. There were two respondents with No Services of any kind and Telstra refused to 
supply a landline to 1 (Oak Road north) residence.  

 

14. Of the 102 responses, 47 noted that they operated a business from their residence: 
NBN 7 ADSL 29, 3G/ 4G 6 and SkyMuster 5.   
THANK YOU! The objective is having 25/5 speed options for all 700 residences in the 
Valley through at least one of the NBN infrastructure options ASAP.  
NOTICE: If you would like a “SUNDAY Morning at the Hall” meeting about these 
results please email -  editor@matchamhall.org .  

mailto:editor@matchamhall.org
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LESSONS IN LIVING ON GREEN ACRES  

With a 21-year record low rainfall 
over the last 3 months (28mm) and 
predictions of this being the norm 
well into Summer with attendant high 
bushfire risk, its worth revisiting the 
subject of Water Storage.  We all 
need to be fully aware of our storage 
capacity, our daily water usage and 
our reserves in case of emergency. 
 

I was just chatting to a veteran local 
water truck owner who estimated:  
around 40% of first-time clients did 
not know the capacity of their tank(s) 
when asked before his first visit.    
only about 55% of properties he visits 
have 2 tanks or more. 
 

45% have storage capacity of less 
than 50,000 litres, (which this writer 
believes is the absolute minimum). 
To put this in context, a recent RFS 
Captain said that 60% of properties in 
our Valley either don't have the 
water capacity, or the equipment, for 
their residents to defend their 
properties.  
 

The water truck owner also said that 
barely a month after the record-
breaking 389mm March rainfall, (3 
times the monthly average), people 
were already booking deliveries (OK 
Stephen had a very blocked collection 
pipe!). 
 

Remembering the formula from the 
July Newsletter:  1mm of rain x 
1sq.m. collection area (roof to tank) = 

1 litre water - let's look at that March 
rainfall of 389mm. If you have a roof 
area of 200 m2, that would have 
been 389 x 200 = 77,800 litres 
collected last March.  This is more 
than three 22,800 litre (5000 gallon) 
water tanks. (Do that calculation for 
your rain collection from roof area 
into tanks BUT ensuring you have 
gutters and downpipes and 
plumbing/ pipes are that are 
unblocked). 
 

So where did all that water go for 
those customers that were booking 
deliveries in April? Obviously, out of 
the overflow of a small single tank 
and/or overflowing blocked gutters/ 
downpipes/ plumbing. 
 

Let's consider the rainfall this year. 
For the first 6 months we had 911mm 
- 7% up on the 21-year average for 
that period. However, in the 3 
months July to September, we had 
only 28mm (88% below the 21-year 
average)! Our valleys and ridgelines 
are in a state of drought, tinder-dry 
and dangerous.  
 

Having measured our roof area, what 
next? We need to know how much 
water our tanks can hold.  In 
measuring a tank, in all cases the 
height is the distance from where the 
water pump’s intake footer resides to 
the base of the overflow. This is the 
pumpable or useable measurement. 
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging and Unique Pools 
with Extraordinary Landscaping 

 

For an Exceptional Backyard - Call Ken on 0408 433 378 
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local! 

 

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au 
 

Www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au 
 

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction” 

 Total customer focus & care 

 Low overheads, low commissions 
 Is an auction necessary ??? 

I will give the best advice to save your money 

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127 
 

59 Carlton Road 
Holgate NSW 2250 
 

lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au 
www.lisaharrisrealestate.com.au 
 

Licenced real estate agent & auctioneer 
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Water is pumped out of your tank 
from somewhere near the base (the 
intake foot is not usually right at the 
bottom!) and your overflow is the 
first point that water overflows. 
In the case of rectangular or square 
tanks, take that height and multiply 
by the internal width and length in 
metres. This will give you the cubic 
meters. Then multiply that by 1000 
for the tank's capacity in litres. In the 
case of round/ cylindrical tanks, take 
the height and internal diameter (or 
radius) measurements, enter them at 
the following web site and it will 
calculated the tank capacity. 
http://aqua.ucdavis.edu/
Calculations/ 
 

Volume_of_a_Cylindrical_Tank.htm 
When tank capacities are known, it is 
then possible to do some calculations 
about normal average water usage 
and extra reserves required for an 
emergency. Make up a dip-stick (or 
install an external clear float gauge 
to the outside of the tank) and 
calibrate it from empty to full in 5% 
or 10% increments - marking from 
outlet to bottom of the overflow. 
Measure your normal usage after a 
full rain-free week - one seventh of 
which is your normal daily usage. 
Then you can decide how much 
needs to be stored for a period of 
time ( say 3 months) of very little rain 
plus an extra 15,000 litre reserve for 
the Fireys. 
 

You ought to now have a clearer 
understanding as to whether extra 

tanks are needed to achieve this 
target. 
 

Our RFS Brigade has only 2 major 
appliances, and they can't be 
everywhere at once - so be prepared 
to defend your own property if the 
need arises IF that is your Fire Plan. 
Plan B? If there is no alternative 
except to stay and fight the fire you 
will need a good-size petrol 
generator - probably 5.9 to 8kVa -  to 
run your electric water pump and 
some other necessary appliances. 
There's no benefit in having the 
water if it cannot be pumped in 
times of need during power cuts. 
Check with a generator specialist for 
your requirements. 
 

And a portable Firefighter pump with 
the necessary fittings, to connect to 
another tank outlet, pool, dam or 
creek. And of course, the hoses, 
connectors, hardware and fuel 
required to mount a defence of your 
property.  Anyone who was here in 
the 90's during the Ridgeway and 
Springfield fires will tell you that they 
wouldn't want to 
see anything like 
that again. Given 
that it has 
happened, be as 
prepared as 
possible. 
 

Have a happy and 
safe Spring and 
Summer - and as 
the Boy Scouts say, 
"Be Prepared !"  
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