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 To the Wonderful Community of  
Matcham & Holgate Valley Residents 

HALL NEWS 

The Centenary Edition had a lot to say about the wonderful history of this still vibrant 
Community. I was listening to a podcast on Radio National’s Big Ideas at the end of 
February where Hugh Mackay, a social commentator of significant repute, gave the 
Gandhi Oration at the University of NSW on the proposition that “The state of the 
nation starts in your street”. Mackay noted that 20 years of social research had 
consistently identified loss of community as one of the most common concerns among 
contemporary Australians and that that concern is often expressed as regret that local 
neighbourhoods are not functioning as well as they once did; “feeling like a stranger in 
your own street” was how this is often expressed.  He went on to say that when we 
lose sight of our role as neighbours, the health of the neighbourhood suffers and, 
consequently, we all suffer. Communities sustain us, nurture us, protect us and define 
us. Matcham Hall has for over 100 years exemplified these core values and the Valley 
community continues to respond as can been see through the diversity of Hall 
Facebook posts, the growth of contributors and growing attendance at most recent 
Hall events. 
So, please put in your diaries to attend two upcoming events: 
 
The Matcham Public Hall Incorporated’s Annual General Meeting to be held at the Hall 

on Friday 28th April at 7pm.  As you read in the Centenary Edition of this 
Newsletter last year, the Hall’s sole purpose is to promote community spirit within 
the valleys and to provide a place for the community to meet. The Hall Committee’s 
purpose is to ensure maintenance of the Hall’s facilities and to fulfil the Hall’s 
purpose. In more recent years this has included establishment of the Hall’s internet 
presence both through its Web page and through the Hall’s Facebook page. Our 
Newsletter editor wandered along to an AGM three years ago to meet the locals; I 
think he said that he’s now met about 200 and still counting!!  

 
ANZAC Day. We had well over 100 come along last year to join in the community ’s 

remembrance get together. It has been inspiring to watch the community 
involvement grow every year. Its over 100 years since Gallipoli and 100 years since 
our Hall was constructed to send off our locals to join in that war effort. The Hall 
has a wonderful history of supporting those that have chosen to support their 
country’s involvement in various defence force engagements over the Century. So, 
come along at Tuesday 25th April at  10am and join your community in 
remembering; we hear some poems, raise the flag, sound the “trumpet” (or at least 

a saxophone that sounds like a trumpet), and have a great BBQ and even a little 
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dabble at some two-up. There is a special Section on ANZAC day in this 
Newsletter. 

 
In case you didn’t know the Matcham and Holgate Valleys have almost 2,000 residents, 
covers 18 kms2, has approximately 700 properties/ residences and has three major 
creek systems (Erina, Fires and Maddens). It boasts over 115 bird, 21 mammal and 27 
reptile species and we’re still counting the native plant, frog and other aquatic species. 
The Hall has seen a lot of hiring activity over the last four months with parties, social 
functions, professional group meetings (Bushcare and fungi in the Valleys), the art 
group, Tai Chi classes (see our new section, News Corner) 
 
The Christmas Party had over 100 locals turning up to say Hi and to share stories with 
food and drinks.  After a presentation by a Hall Committee member to the Holgate 
School P&C, it was great to see a whole lot of Holgate School parents who had not 
previously been to the Hall and new arrivals in the Valley turn up to say Hi. One of the 
relatively new residents somehow managed to win two big lucky door prizes on the 
night so my guess is that they were particularly pleased they came along!! Well done 
Adam and Laura from upper Oak Road!! 
 
It’s great to see the Hall Facebook page having grown by almost 150 new members 
(mainly Valley residents) over the last 12 months and to see the variety of posts on a 
whole range of issues in real time – the floods, the storms, power outages, mobile 
phone coverage disappearing, nbn failure (FTTN and Satellite), out of control party 
warnings, speeding cars and dangerous driving, wildlife issues (from road kill to 
preserving platypus and tortoises and bandicoots), needing some maintenance 
services, missing and found pets, Fire Alerts (especially over those exhaustingly hot 
days of February). If you are newish to the area and have a Facebook account look for 
the Matcham Hall page; it’s a quick and interactive way to get to know, stay in touch 
and help your community grow as a community and helps inform the Hall committee 
as to how the Hall could be used to further assist community activity. 
Again to all advertisers in this issue and all prior issues – a great big thanks.  In the 
Centenary Issue, we noted a few longstanding Advertisers who have supported the 
Newsletter since almost the first issue in 1989.  While we mentioned only a few we 
thought it worth noting in our future issues many of those we missed. John Stout from 
the Professionals at Wamberal has supported the Newsletter with his 
advertisements since February 2008. John noted in his very first advertisement 
“Specialising in rural sales for over 21 years covering the Central Coast”. Still going 
strong. Many thanks John. 

 
Bill Robinson, President Matcham Public Hall Incorporated  
on behalf of your Hall's 2017 Committee 
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PHYSIOTHERAPY 
 

PILATES 
 

MASSAGE 
 

LYMPHOEDEMA 

Clinical Pilates – Run by our Physio 

Individualised patient specific training 

1 to 3 Group 

Surgical Rehabilitation 

Caner Rehabilitation 

Pre Natal 

Post Natal 

Pilates- Studio and Mat Classes 

General Fitness 

Yoga 

 Pre Natal 

Massage 

Remedial 

Lymphatic 

Physiotherapy 

Dry Needling 

 Individualised assessment and treatment 

Postural Training 

Pelvic Health 

Post Baby Rehabilitation 

Lymphedema 

Lymphatic Drainage 

Garment Fitting 

Bandaging 

Exercise Prescription 

Education 

Post Cancer Rehabilitation 
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KABUL GALLERY 
PERSIAN RUGS 

 

 
Rug Cleaning 

 &  
Repair Service 

 

1/160 The Entrance Road, Erina - Ph:0430200972 
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ANZAC DAY 

ANZAC day is an important day in the year for the Hall as the Hall began its  life 
providing a meeting place for the Matcham Holgate valley community on June 4, 1915 
only a few weeks after the landing at Gallipoli. The Centenary edition of the Hall 
Newsletter (Edition 116 in 2016) outlined the Hall’s history at that time including being 
the place where the community would meet to send off valley resident volunteers.   
 

The Hall will open its doors at 10am this ANZAC day to again remember those who 
have served their country either at home and/or overseas.  It is essentially a few short 
talks, some memories from those that served, the Flag raising and the sound of 
something that’s almost but not exactly a bugle.  There is then the usual opportunity to 
eat from the free BBQ and, for those so inclined, two-up. So even if you’ve been to one 
of the dawn services, the Hall provides a brunch, tea/ coffee and a low-key way to 
remember and engage with the rest of your community. 
 

For those keen to obtain a summary of what ANZAC day is about, one of the Hall’s 
Facebook members helpfully suggested that the best place is the Australian War 
Memorial’s ANZAC Day web page https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/anzac/
anzac-tradition .  For example, the page notes that ANZAC day “marks the anniversary 
of the first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during 
the First World War …. a time at which Australians reflect on the many different 
meanings of war”. It is interesting that ANZAC day marches have positively evolved of 
the years to include those that have served their countries of origin. 
In February, there was request launched on the Hall’s Facebook page for feedback from 
the Valley residents on relatives who had served. Two relatives of Henry William 

Nicholls (1920-1976) responded with both 
detail of Lt Col Nicholls MC & Bar, MID 
service as well as a YouTube video https://
youtu.be/id5C0NrCA2A (posted 1.2.17).   
On ANZAC day we remember all those that 
served be it ever so humble; but Henry 
Nicholls’ story is especially interesting in 
that his service history covered so many 
conflicts and key events. He started in the 
Light Horse just before WW2 moving to the 
expanses of Palestine, the 246 day siege of 
Tobruk, the operations of Z Force in PNG 
operating behind Japanese lines including 
an involvement with the Krait, parachuting 
operations in Borneo, including recovering 
survivors of the Sandakan death march, 
service in post war Japan and, after a brief 
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stint back in civilian clothes, he returned to the 
Army to provide a significant contribution during 
the Korean War (the war that has never finished) 
ending his military career as a highly 
experienced educator and trainer in 1964.  
Interestingly, from 1960 he commanded the 
10th Cadet Battalion which had 17 school units 
including Wyong and Gosford High Schools. After 
1964 (aged 44) Henry Nicholls became a dairy 
farmer in the Ourimbah district and involved in 
many subsequent ANZAC days. Many thanks to 
relatives Lindy Nicholls (a very active Hall 
member) and Kirstin Kiely!! 
 

Another local Facebook page, Poppy Project: 
Never Forgetting the Sacrifices, is worth the visit.  
The site grew and its associated work at Gosford 

“Poppy Park” and the poppies at The Skillion on ANZAC day 2016 were spurred on by 
the memory of a valley resident, Cyril Martin, who died at the battle of Fromelles in 
July 1916. Poppy Project members attended the 100-year commemoration of the 
Battle at Fromelles to remember, amongst too many others, Cyril Martin. 
 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; Age shall not weary them, nor 
the years condemn. At the going down of the Sun, and in the morning, we will 
remember them”. (The Ode of Remembrance, taken from Laurence Binyon’s poem, 
“For the Fallen”). 

Limousines for All Occasions  
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Lawn Mowing Service 
 

ACREAGE AND RESIDENTIAL 
 

Murray is a local resident of Matcham and has been providing 
professional lawn mowing services for over 20 years. 

 
Lawns mowed, edging, paths/driveways blown 

 
Competitive Rates 

 

CALL MURRAY NOW 
 

0439 623 312 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Fully Insured 
Mobile  0439 623 312     
Email:  murray@getmowed.com.au 
Website: www.getmowed.com.au 

facebook.com/GetMowedPtyLtd 
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Contact Us 
Phone: (02) 4365 0097 
Mobile: 0419 292 026 

 

Address 
PO Box 5099 

Erina Fair, NSW 2250 

 

 

Join us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/#%21/pages/Coastal-Decks-and-Pergolas/167706516610369
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189 WATTLE TREE RD HOLGATE 
Phone: 02 4367 7444   Fax: 02 4365 3088 

 holgate-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

School has started for 2017 and Holgate Public School has had a smooth start to the 
year.  We welcomed 19 Kindergarten students and many new families to our school 
community this year.  
 
Our school continues to focus on reading, writing and mathematics as milestones for 
teaching and learning 2017. Holgate Public School continues to offer extensive Band, 
Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) and Environmental initiatives. This year there will 
be Grandparents Day and CAPA Expose in Term 3, a MUST to attend. Our students will 
engage in the Central Coast Choral Festival in Term 4 and Central Coast Dance Festival 
in Term 2.  
 
Our school has identified student leadership as an opportunity. Key strategies we are 
utilising throughout the year will be School Parliament and Peer Support Programs. I’m 
looking forward to watching our Year 6 and student leaders’ skills develop over Term 2 
and 3.  
 
Our school P&C have recruited a new canteen coordinator, Melinda Perkins. Melinda 
has hit the ground running and has settled in well with students, staff and Holgate P&C. 
Thanks Melinda for a great start.  
 
Our P&C AGM was held Monday 6 
March 7:00pm in the school 
administration building (see further 
update below). 
 
Holgate Public School has made 
changes to the school hours which 
means that students are about at 
different times now. Our new school 
hours are as follows: 
 
8:15  - 8:45  Students arrive  
8:45 - 10:45  Morning session  
10:45 - 11:10 Recess    
11:10 - 12:55  Middle Session   
12:55- 1:45  Lunch  
1:45 - 2:45  Last Session   
2:45 – 3:15  Students depart 
 
This has meant slight changes in traffic 
flow and conditions on Wattle Tree 
Road. Please be vigilant when driving 
through our school zone.  
 
Kind Regards, Vanessa Gordon 
Principal   

 

Window Cleaning 
 

 Now over 30 regular Matcham 
and Holgate  residents 

 
 Est 2001 
 
 Fully insured 
 
 Free quote within 24 Hours 

 
Phone - 1300 88 1947  

 
 

www.centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au  
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OTHER SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
School P&C AGM – As noted by Vanessa, the School’s P&C met on 6th 
March.  Melissa Goodman stepped down as President having completed the 
year turning the colour of the P&C’s funds on hand from a red colour to a solid 
black that will contribute to various future school initiatives. The new president 
is Richard Aichinger who, as Facebook followers would know, is a very active 
Valley resident whose major recent huge contribution was organising the effort 
that led to substantial government funding for the very useable and parking/ 
traffic friendly roadworks around the school on Wattle Tree Road. Nicole 
Marjoribanks becomes the Vice President.  Both are regular contributors on 
the Matcham Hall Facebook page. 
 
School Ethics Classes - As you will see below Primary Ethics is advertising 
for Ethics Class teachers at the School.  Primary Ethics is a not-for-profit group 
set up to provide ethics education to our primary schools across NSW, and is 
fully approved by the Department of Education.  32,000 NSW children received 
ethics education in 2016 through the Primary Ethics program utilising 
thousands trained volunteers.  These volunteers, who are parents, 
grandparents, and carers, or in fact anyone who wants to be involved in the 
school community, are provided with comprehensive training and lesson 
materials. It is important to note that experience is not required to become an 
Ethics Teacher.  Visit primaryethics.com.au to learn more.  
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NEWS CORNER 

Letter to the Editor 
 
 

St George’s church has a rich history in 
the Matcham/Holgate area. The church 
has been an integral part of the valley 
community up until several years ago 
when the Anglican Church relocated its 
services to Trinity Church, Erina Heights. 
Over the last three years attempts have 
been made to make contact with the 
Anglican Church regarding the future of St 
George’s. Recently the new minister, 
Father Mark Watson, explained that 
enquiries were being made by the 
Anglican Church to sell St George’s and 
use the funds for the Erina Heights 
Church. 
During the laying of the St George’s 
Foundation Stone in March 1925, 
Reverend Crotty stated that the church 
was to be a Memorial for the fallen 
soldiers from The Great War (WW1). This 
is inscribed in the sandstone Foundation 
Stone still visible under the front of the 
church. See the link below or the 
Matcham Hall website for more details. 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article166835968 
There was a very active church 
membership at St George’s where weekly 
services were held and a range of 
activities were organised to raise funds 
for upkeep and improvements to the 
church. St George’s was also supported 
by the wider community during its regular 
fundraising activities including markets 
held on the church grounds, during 
several Back to Matcham Fairs and with 
annual Carols by Candle Light evenings. 
However, since St George’s was 
discontinued as a church, the building has 

steadily become uncared for with the 
exception of regular lawn and ground 
maintenance. 
As St George’s is also a War Memorial, I 
contacted Terrigal Wamberal RSL. They 
are very keen to find out how this 
memorial could be maintained as was 
intended in 1925. 
The Gosford Council Heritage Officer and 
historians have also been contacted to 
seek further information. 
At this point of time I am waiting for a 
response from the Anglican Church, 
Terrigal Wamberal RSL and Gosford 
Council. I will post any updates on the 
Matcham Facebook page. 
I am writing to draw people’s attention to 
the possible changes to St George’s and 
to see if there is public interest in 
preserving St George’s as a community 
resource. 
If you feel that it is important preserve St 
George’s as a community resource I can 
be contacted on 369mcm@gmail.com or 
0439 985 725. 
 
I will be attending the Matcham Hall 
Annual General Meeting and would 
welcome the opportunity to discuss this 
issue with interested people after that 
meeting. 
 

Regards, Mike Murphy 
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HALL HIRE 

Hiring the Hall is easy. Just go to http://www.matchamhall.org/hall-hire , check the 
availability and put in your request to Kim via bookings@matchamhall.org .  
 

We’ll be updating the Hall web page over the coming months so that you can not only 
hire the Hall but also download previous Hall Newsletters, check out Hall Functions, 
look at the Hall History in Pictures and a whole lot more thanks to the skills of one of 
the Valley’s newer residents Liz.  Liz has been instrumental in setting up the 
MatchamHolgate.com website where Valley residents can keep up to date with NBN 
issues (see NBN section).  
 

If you go to the Hall hire Calendar you will notice that three times a week the Hall is 
hired by Steve Heard to run his Tai Chi classes.   
As one does I googled Tai Chi and found the following quote: 
'Whoever practices Tai Chi regularly will in time gain the suppleness of a child, the 
strength of a lion, and the peace of mind of a sage.' Old Chinese Saying ….. 
 

Always keen to find more ways to relax, rather than sitting at his computer and 
searching Tai Chi and YouTube videos to try to inform himself about Tai Chi, your Editor 
wandered along to one of Steve’s classes at the Hall after his Centenary Celebration’s 
Tai Chi demonstration, and asked him for his insight from his considerable experience 
(also met up with three valley residents who were there!!).  This was his reply. 
 

Tai Chi – The Supreme Ultimate. 
The origin of Tai Chi Chuan dates to 300 BC with the philosophy of Tao introduced to 
ancient China. The Taoists or “mountain men” as they were also known, believed that 
to survive in the world demanded harmony between humanity and the planet; to 
them, everything is dependent upon everything else and harmony is the basic principle 
of existence. They observed that movement was continuous and cyclical. Night follows 
day, winter follows summer, death follows life, all in a 
never-ending cycle. The Chinese saw the Tao as a circle 
within which all things exist and move. 
In the process of moving, the Tao divides into Yin and Yang 
Chi, or vital energy. The Yin Chi is non-aggressive, yielding 
and receptive. The Yang, strong, aggressive and outgoing. 
Practitioners of Tai Chi use the principles of Yin and Yang 
energy in their daily movement practise. Tai chi is based on 
martial art principles/ training in how to divert the 
opponent’s strength/ energy by yielding while staying 
rooted to the ground.  
 

In China, in the 1400s, the Taoist monk Chang San-feng, 
founded a temple for the practise of Taoism, for the 
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ultimate development of human life. Master Chang emphasised 
Yin/Yang harmony to increase the development of mental and 
physical ability, natural meditation as well as natural body 
movements.  The story goes that he had witnessed an unusual 
battle between a crane and a snake. The snake kept circling and 

spiralling. Yielding and neutralising, dodging each one of the cranes fierce attacks. 
Impressed by the snake’s ability to use softness, meekness and sleekness to avoid 
pokes and pecks, he merged this event with his study of the Tao philosophy and 
created the first thirteen movements of Tai Chi Chuan. 
 

From its inception, Chang’s temple system emphasized internal power and the 
development of wisdom. Thus, the Chinese have commonly referred to the Tai Chi 
system as the internal system, to distinguish it from the Shaolin fighting art system. 
 

Tai Chi theories were easily applied to the martial arts. Mind and body harmony, in 
tune with the natural order of things, was at the core of Tai Chi. It yielded awesome 
results in terms of human abilities coming from the power of the mind.  
 

The mental aspects of Tai Chi are inseparable from the physical structural, and 
physiological aspects. A particular type of bodily awareness is developed during Tai 
Chi training. This awareness includes a sense of the operation of muscles, ligaments 
and bones, and an awareness of breath and its location and focus. The need to 
monitor the balance, position and posture of the body and limbs cultivates a high level 
of attention or bodily awareness. 
The sunken, rooted feeling and relaxed slow turning of the waist throughout the form 
which derives from Tai Chi postural training and the slow, deep and natural breathing 
from the abdomen, is said to give a relaxed, natural grounded stance, helping reduce 
tension and stress. The slow, sunk, relaxed execution of the form is said to gradually 
lengthen the muscles and develops an inner 
power and resilience.  
 

As grounding, relaxation and reflex skills are 
developed through testing exercises, pushing 
hands, and application drills, then the 
cooperative and social dimensions of Tai Chi, 
also appear. Learning to deal with and subtly 
redirect force, physical threat and pressure in 
a cooperative environment are valuable 
lessons and skills. The ability to stay calm, 
relax and absorb and redirect energy under 
pressure, obviously has value in many 
contexts apart from martial arts. It should 
never be forgotten that learning Tai Chi 
should be relaxing and it should be fun. 
 

Editor - So I am now better informed.  

A Big Thank You to our 
Newsletter Delivery Team 

 
Sandy Temperly – Oak 
Judy Watt – Katandra, Croton 
Geoff Dodds – Coachwood 
Katrina King – Wattle Tree 
Monique Jacobsen – Matcham 
North 
Jim and Chris Gorman – 
Matcham South, Clyde 
Fiona Hasn – Gooriwa and 
Murina 
Rod Jeffree – Reserve 
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Brigade Supporters  
Aside from active fire fighters, your brigade can always do with assistance from 
Brigade Supporters. Activities might include assistance with our monthly 
maintenance around the station, and community engagement activities such as 
fund raising or information presentations. If you are interested please get in 
touch. We will offer formal training in Brigade Support, and our famous yellow 
protective clothing. 
 

Bush Fire Season 
We have been very fortunate in our local area over summer, but many parts of 
NSW have suffered terrible bushfires. The weather cycle for mid-December to 
mid-February involved a almost weekly cycle that included 2 days of extreme 
heat and wind from the NW interior. The Brigade contributed a crew to District 
Strike Teams on many occasions, and regularly went to neighbouring regions to 
fight fires, particularly the Hunter Valley. 
As the fire season draws to an end, March and April might well be subject to 
the autumn monsoon cycle, where intense low pressure systems called the 
East Coast Low sit in the Tasman Sea and bring very wet and dangerous 
weather to the Coast. In such events, the Brigade will provide support to 
Emergency Recovery Operations alongside SES, Police and Fire & Rescue. Bush 
Fire season officially ends after 31 March. 
 
 

Local Incidents in recent months 
Local incidents have been 
thankfully few in regard to fire. 
Each time the rain comes, it is 
almost inevitable that we are called 
to motor vehicle accidents, of 
which we have attended to several 
such as the one here on Carlton 
Road late in the afternoon on a wet 
and slippery surface at the end of February. 

http://matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au 
 

Gosford District, NSW Rural Fire Service 
 

REPORT FIRES 000 

MATCHAM-HOLGATE BRIGADE  
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Fire Danger Level 
The large sign outside the Fire Station in 
Wattle Tree Rd indicates the level of Fire 
Danger each day, in operation until the end 
of fire season. This does not indicate the 
chances of a fire occurring, but indicates 
the likely level of danger if a fire occurs.  
 
Brigade Activities 
The brigade currently has no planned community engagement activities, other than 
fund raising at Erina Fair later this year. However, you are always welcome to contact 
us for information, or visit the station when we are open on Thursday training nights 
or early morning of the last Sunday of the month when we do maintenance.  
 
Monthly Meeting 
The Brigade holds its monthly business meeting on the 4th Thursday of the month at 
7.30pm. Members of the public are welcome to attend, if you would like to see a 
“round-table” view of our activities and get a cuppa thrown in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging and Unique Pools 
with Extraordinary Landscaping 

 

 
For an Exceptional Backyard - Call Ken on 0408 433 378 

Ken is a Coachwood Road Local! 
 

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au 
 

Www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au 
 

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction” 
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January March May July September November 1 2

Year February April June August October DecemberTotal Total

mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm

1996 1 122 73 65 54 115 180 43 138 120 26 113 66 1113

1997 1 121 255 34 40 305 93 161 53 127 79 22 72 1361 1494

1998 1 109 64 26 178 417 77 121 466 53 60 109 77 1755 1825

1999 1 123 247 57 346 45 283 222 77 34 141 104 90 1768 1658

2000 1 87 51 280 58 34 39 44 40 42 57 115 75 920 945

2001 1 64 201 191 99 397 8 100 51 40 54 102 44 1350 1328

2002 1 55 384 160 88 138 28 26 63 36 19 41 164 1201 1224

2003 1 20 98 151 201 339 52 85 41 4 106 106 54 1254 1167

2004 1 123 159 231 59 12 14 58 61 72 336 55 102 1281 1111

2005 1 87 106 198 41 72 112 74 2 50 65 106 35 947 839

2006 1 137 86 119 9 68 138 132 108 161 55 59 111 1182 987

2007 1 41 129 127 196 42 526 61 173 89 21 132 201 1736 1068

2008 1 131 260 31 260 7 198 50 41 138 99 65 71 1351 1363

2009 1 39 205 78 104 126 156 55 3 16 125 34 109 1049 974

2010 1 84 117 115 100 147 106 145 50 51 82 303 81 1380 1314

2011 1 62 88 243 249 140 192 288 64 180 89 187 171 1952 1808

2012 1 193 239 118 189 78 192 45 26 46 9 61 98 1292 1203

2013 1 292 275 177 193 109 258 20 19 34 52 290 28 1744 1653

2014 1 26 155 105 199 34 144 15 233 67 67 36 123 1202 1158

2015 1 297 91 99 463 166 101 29 39 119 47 167 111 1729 1802

2016 1 311 28 142 70 11 326 148 145 77 55 45 47 1404 1450

2017 2 44 167

Avg 1 1 120 157 131 152 133 153 91 90 74 78 107 92 1379

Avg 2 2 121 161 119 159 138 149 84 83 71 77 100 80 1319

Rainy Days 2 8.8 8.6 8 8.6 7.5 8.4 6.5 5.8 5.4 6.5 8.5 7.4 90

 

RAINFALL 

Wow – droughts and flooding rains.  That’s been the Valley experience from 
January 1st through to 20th March. To put this in perspective we’ve put in the 
following Table.   
So how to read it? The rainfall gauge has been passed to a new holder 
approximately slap bang in the geographical middle of the Valley who has been 
keeping rainfall data on the property for the past 20+ years.  In the following 
table, we’ve included both George Slennett’s previous long term reporting 
from Bandalong Road (“1”) and our new rain gauge watcher (“2”) to get some 
idea of the slight variations in the history. 
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It is evident that monthly falls can vary a lot BUT at the bottom you will find a 
useful summary of the averages of both sites by month. So, for those that have 
become slightly irritated by the drought of January to mid-February and the 
growing webbed feet from mid-February to late March, you will see that it’s 
happened many times before (but note 2002!!). For those in the Maddens  
 

Creek catchment east you will probably find your rainfall totals are on average 
(over the past 3 years) 10%+ greater than the above data. Up here at the north 
end of Oak Road the February total was 239mm!!  
 

For those that don’t have a rainfall gauge you may also be interested in the 
following website 
 

www.bom.gov.au/nsw/flood/greatersydney 
 

The Bureau of Meteorology has an automated rainfall gauge at Paul Oval 
(“Erina Heights”). It is Station Number 561145 and the web site provides 
rainfall in various displays (river conditions, since 9a rainfall, 24-hour rainfall 
and last 1 hour rainfall). Just click on Central Coast (RHS of web site) and move 
the cursor around until you find Paul Oval (Ed - Thanks Geoff for eagle eyes!!). 
Alternatively, why not buy yourself a rainfall gauge, put it in a location in the 
“clear” and start keeping a record and keep us posted on the Hall Facebook 
page? 

 
 
Domestic Water Delivery  

 
Based in Oak Road, Matcham 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Friendly, reliable, local service 
Competitive Rates 

14,000L (3,000 gals) per load     

 

 
Town water only 

 

Call Steve on 0417 677 524 
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MEG’S PERMACULTURE 

One of the strengths of permaculture is that we design with the existing 
conditions. Everything starts with observing and interacting with your 
particular bit of earth and then designing for that specific location. Having just 
come through another hottest ever January I thought I’d share some 
permaculture strategies for dealing with blistering heat and fire risks. 
 

1. Home Design 
Most people think about permaculture as a method for designing food 
gardens but it’s so much more. It’s a methodology that can be applied to all 
kinds of designing, including architecture. ‘Passive solar design’ is the term 
used by architects to describe the various materials and methods they use to 
make a home more comfortable without artificial heating or cooling. Our 
home is passive solar so we only need the air conditioning intermittently for a 
few weeks in summer and winter.  
 

If your home isn’t well designed you can often make a big difference by 
retrofitting some passive solar features, including insulation, better window 
coverings and external shading from verandas and pergolas.  
 

Give some consideration to how much of your property will be covered with 
paving, concrete or other hard surfaces. 
Unless they are shaded, hard surfaces collect 
heat all day and then release it slowly during 
the night, making your entire property much 
hotter in summer. This effect is worse if 
paving is dark coloured. (Next time there’s a 
hot day, see if you can find light and dark 
paving and feel the difference.)  There’s lots 
of information online about passive solar 
design and retrofitting.  
 

It’s a good idea to research fire risk whenever 
you add any structure to your property. A 
steel roof offers better protection than a tile 
roof, for example. 
 

2. Planting 
Now is a good time to wander your garden 
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and see what survived the recent heat wave and what didn’t. There’s no 
point replacing something that was scorched to death because future 
summers will just repeat the process. 
What we plant and where we plant it can have a huge impact on how cool 
our home is in summer. Plants are natural air conditioners (you’ll notice this 
if you stroll into a rainforest on a hot day). It’s not just their shade that keeps 
us cool but the transpiration through their leaves. The larger your garden the 
cooler your home. 
 

If you have a pergola on your northern side a deciduous vine will provide 
more cooling in summer than a solid roof. Hot air rises through a vine rather 
than being trapped and air moving across the leaves will be cooled. The 
shade will also help to keep your home at a comfortable temperature. On the 
southern side of your building, where it’s shady all year, an evergreen vine 
will give you a cool haven in summer. Vines can also be used to help deal 
with harsh afternoon sun from the west. 
 

The same principles apply to gardens. Think about what the shade patterns 
will be for anything you plant. Deciduous trees to your north will let the sun 
through in winter but provide cooling shade in summer.  
Plants can also be used to lessen the impact of strong winds and storms. A 
solid wall will cause turbulence but a windbreak of plants will, as the name 
suggests, beak up the force of the wind.  Windbreaks can also provide a 
measure of fire protection if you choose fire retardant trees. Have a look at 
www.smalltreefarm.com.au for more information.  
 

In recent years there’s been a lot of research into which plants are most likely 
to be fire resistant. It’s no surprise that deciduous trees, fruit trees and 
anything with thick fleshy leaves gets a big tick. Mulch is a good idea 
provided it’s densely planted with green cover. Native plants still have an 
important role in our gardens but it’s best to keep them well away from the 
house as most burn easily.  
 

3. Water 
Bodies of water are also natural air conditioners provided there’s air flowing 
over them. If you keep this in mind when you’re adding a pool or a dam to 
your property, or designing a garden, then you can harness any body of 
water to help keep your home cool. Keep in mind though that water will also 
reflect sunlight and retain heat so a pool right outside and to the north of 
your living area might actually work like a heater.  
With many of us still reliant upon tank water, the use of watering systems 
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tends to be limited. If you are putting one in then think about how it might be useful in 
the event of a fire. Drip systems are more water efficient but sprinklers can be used to 
damp down a garden when there’s fire in the area. 
 

4. Compost 
It’s not an obvious topic when we’re talking about cooling things down and a good 
compost pile generates quite a bit of heat.  Compost is important though, because 
adding it to the soil helps to lock up carbon. While many people wait for a 
technological solution to global warming, there’s a ‘crowd sourced’ solution. If we 
could just get everyone with access to land involved in storing a bit more carbon in the 
soil, we could reverse climate change. Of course, all plants lock up carbon too which is 
another good reason to grow lots of them. 
Finally, it’s been concerning in recent years to see several properties stripped back to 
just grass and paving. For some people this is an aesthetic choice but many mistakenly 
think it will protect them from bush fires. Ultimately, bare blocks contribute to 
increased temperatures locally and globally and do nothing to prevent ember attack or 
the onslaught of a firestorm. Having a fire-retardant garden is a safer and more 
beautiful option. For more information, here’s a link to an excellent article from the SA 
Country Fire Service: http://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/fire_safety/building_a_home/
landscaping.jsp 
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HOROLOGY 

Horology is not a word that springs to 
mind for most of us.  It refers to the 
study of time and the art of making 
timepieces.  50 years ago, John 
Buckingham started an apprenticeship 
with Harvey Bros Jewellers in Gosford at 
the age of 15, commuting from 
Warnervale.  
 
Harvey Bros expanded to three stores 
and John ended up working in all 3 and 
managed one for six years before they 
closed in 1980. John then started working 
from his house in Karalta Road in Erina 
where he built his own business and 
began a part-time teaching post with 
Sydney TAFE and trained apprentices. In 
1993 he moved to what was then Miliner 
Road just off Matcham Road and a house 
was built and the business moved as 
well. John was also working with a group 
of watchmakers that valued and 
catalogued the Powerhouse Museum’s 
watch and clock items. 
 

In 2008 the eastern section of (RMB6) 
Milina Road changed its name to Warin 
Road and John’s business has been at 24 
Warin Rd to this day. John is a horologist. 
He is a trusted pair of hands in dealing 
with not only very valuable time pieces 
but also in looking after the restoration 
of time pieces of sentimental value.  
 
There has also been some breeding of 
Great Danes along the way. John 
Buckingham has been advertising in the 
Matcham Hall Newsletter since 
September 2004 (Issue 69) only changing 
his address in 2008 and we dolled it up a 
bit for the Centenary Edition. In this 
edition John has finally replaced his 
advertisement with his new business 
card. You will quickly notice that John is 
moving to Uralla (a heritage listed house 
a bit up the Coast) BUT he will be 
travelling back to the coast on the last 
Monday and Tuesday of the month for 
appointments that have been organised 
with existing loyal customers and, of 

course, new 
customers.  
So if you have 
a time piece 
in need of 
tender loving 
professional 
care John will 
be keeping in 
touch with 
the valley as 
he has done 
for 50 years. 
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LESSONS ON LIVING IN GREEN ACRES 

 
Editor’s Note – this is a new section of the Newsletter where residents with “many” years 
of experience living in the Valley will provide some useful tips that will most probably 
come in handy to those who have not been here quite that long. I remember when I 
arrived in the Valley three years ago I was a bit overwhelmed by my lack of knowledge of 
water tanks, water pumps, diamond pythons that had no problems slithering through the 
side door and enjoyed living in the roof, lantana and privet forests down the back, huge 
liquid amber branches that finally discovered gravity and took out the phone lines, hail 
storms that blocked the gutters and thus failed to help the water tank, roof area to tank 
filling capacity, and and and …. Having now (I think) got the knack of risk control in the 
back blocks, I am now not only living in paradise, I am feeling very relaxed and comfortable 
in it (apart from Newsletter deadlines)!!   
 

LIVING IN PARADISE The Holgate and Matcham Valleys 
 

We are truly blessed to be living on acres in one of the most desirable, sub-tropical areas 
imaginable. 
Where else could such a lifestyle be found less than 2 hours from one of the world's great 
cities and its international airport … plus all the beaches and local amenities just a few 

minutes down the road. 
How often have your guests from the "big 
smoke" said to you "OMG. When we 
turned off The Entrance Rd into the 
valleys, we entered a different world".
( And isn't that the truth ?). 
When we built, and moved here 32 years 
ago, we knew it was not going to be like a 
sewered suburban block with town water. 
It's not … it's way better! That's why we 
moved here. And I would guess that most 
of you are here for the same reason. 
A bit of history. Originally the whole area 
was one Land Grant in 1831. The area was 
then divided into 2 suburbs in 1908. 
They are very similar sizes and population. 
Holgate 9.04 square kms and 986 
residents and Matcham 8.96 square kms 
and 975 residents.  (Sources: Central Coast 
Council and the 2011 Census). 
Very much "sister suburbs" in every 
respect, including topography and access. 

But … as with anything, a different 
lifestyle creates new and important 
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requirements to ensure property and personal safety, and that lifestyle comforts are 
protected.   
I have been asked to write some "tips" by the new(ish) editor of the Hall News, who 
had a few surprises himself  when he arrived a few years ago, and wants to make the 
News a truly newsworthy local publication for the benefit of residents.    I'm almost an 
"old-timer" here now.  
Sadly, most of the original pioneers are no longer around … but I certainly learned 
from them. 
There are 3 factors that we have to be able to manage. FIRE!  WATER! (rain … too little 
or too much) - and POWER ( because of those stupid poles and wires supplying our 
properties in a heavily treed area). 
The management of these concerns are completely interrelated! 
These tips are not for those folks who have been here for some time. They would 
have learned from experience … particularly those that were here in the 90's, when 
there were 2 major fires. One in Springfield, from where burning embers were 
blowing across the valleys … and the enormous Ridgeway fires that burned down from 
The Ridgeway to the rear of the properties on Wattle Tree Rd. There was loss of 
property and life. 
Rather these tips are for the newer residents who may not have yet encountered 
what Mother Nature is capable of when she is angry. 
During the Ridgeway fires, many residents had their belongings piled up along the 
roadside outside their properties as they were unable to defend their homes.  We had 
vigilantes on the 2 little white bridges, to keep looters out … and only let the 
authorities and residents in.   
I went down to help a neighbour defend his rear bushland boundary. He had a near 
full 50,000 litre water tank AND a swimming pool. 
But, of course, FIRES = NO POWER! … therefore, no water pump. He didn't have any 
equipment like a firefighter pump or a generator … and only had about 50 meters of 
piddling 12mm garden hose, which would have been useless at any rate. 
I took my equipment and hoses there and we defended his property over several 
days. 
That is seriously unprepared … and if a few tips can avoid similar situations, we hope 
readers may benefit from them over following issues of the Hall News. 
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 All Airports 

 All Cruise Ports 

 Wedding Packages 

 Special Occasions 

 Funeral Farewells 

 Sydney 

 Newcastle 

 Hunter Valley  

 Blue Mountains 

 Based Central Coast 

 

Call 0437 500 184 
For your personal quote email:  info@mycarz.com.au 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“Your local certified septic and AWTS ser-

vice agents 
The only green card certified Ozzie Kleen 

service agents on the central coast” 

 

www.absolootseptic.com.au 
 

02 4362 1060  
or   

0401 397 754 

Wanted! 
 

Old or unwanted  
ride-on mowers 

 
 

I am willing to buy that mower that you 
just don’t need anymore and is filling up 

your shed! 
 

 

Contact James Morgan 
 

on 0405 178 197 

http://www.absolootseptic.com.au
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NBN UPDATE 

It’s now been six months since around 150 of us gathered at Matcham Hall for 
our first Valley meeting to talk about the NBN. In that time a group 
representing the 150 have: 
 
1. Set up the MatchamHolgate.com web site for interaction on experiences 

by Valley residents of the various forms of internet delivery (speed tests, 
reliability, changeover experiences, outcomes, and on-going experiences 
or lack of progress to connection). 

 
2. Met with the local Member for Dobell, Emma McBride, on three 

occasions.  This has led to two speeches in Parliament by the Federal 
Member on this issue including references in both speeches to problems 
in the Valley.  McBride has also made around 70 direct mailings to 
residents that have filled out the “contact our Local MP” form on the 
MatchamHolgate.com web page. For those currently connected it would 
appear there continues to be a complete spectrum of outcomes from 
very negative to positive. For those not connected, promises of 
connection in the first Quarter of 2017 has again led to disappointment. 

 
3. Met with the Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the NBN who is 

also the Federal Member for Robertson, Lucy Wicks, who until very 
recently was also a Valley resident. NBN is responsible for ensuring all 
Australians have 25/5 speeds.  The next step is examining the option of 
both the Chair and an NBN representative attending a public meeting of 
concerned residents (three weeks since this meeting and patiently 
waiting for a promised phone call). 

 
4. Watched both the web site and the Hall Facebook page for feedback. 

One resident received the following in writing from NBN: 
 “(we) confirm that additional work is still required to connect your 
 premises…. (in regard to dates) we only provide an estimation … as 
 these dates do not essentially exist … we can forecast dates, but these 
 dates are subject to variation”. 
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Shops 1-2/488, The Entrance Road, Erina Heights 
Phone: 43650064 

 
 

Open 7 days a week from 5pm 
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12pm 

Dine in or takeaway 

 
 
 
 

Open 7 days a week from 9am 
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers 
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The Wicks’ Committee is currently taking submissions on the NBN due 31st 
March. The Valley representatives put forward the following summary: 
 

We are a residents group representing 700 households in the Matcham and 
Holgate Valleys (an 18 Km2 area on the Central Coast, NSW) with challenging 
but surmountable communications topography issues absolutely dependent on 
landlines for consistent communication.  
 

We have held community public meetings, have a vibrant Facebook page and 
communications web address and we have made 4 submissions via our local 
Federal members regarding our connection and reliability issues that no one 
solution can fix. The submissions have centred on the need for each resident to 
have a variety of options for NBN internet connectivity depending on the 
specific location and the best fit. 
 

We have residents on a range of technologies with issues ranging from no 
Internet Service at all, no mobile coverage and/or no landline, ADSL, 
intermittent WiFi 3g/ 4g, SkyMuster, FTTN with the offset of no landline. 
 

The remoteness of houses from the road and the remoteness of property 
entrances from the micronodes is such that a successful connection requires 
individual choice based on facts being made available from NBN to inform the 
choice by each resident; distance from node and probability of successful 
connection.  Each residence ought to be able to choose the best/ least risk 
option for them: Fibre to the Node, Fibre to the Curb, Fixed Wireless, 
SkyMuster until any improved option is available. 
 

NBN’s current offerings vary from “more work is required” to dates (August 
2016, then March 2017 & now again deferred). 
 

A Community has problems when, say, 50 properties at the end of one road are 
highly unlikely to be able to be connected to FTTN but can be successfully 
connected to SkyMuster tomorrow ( 25/5 speeds); only 8 requests have been 
granted (because the interim Satellite 
service stopped). 
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Rural Specialists  

We are located on The Entrance Road at Wamberal adjacent to the rural areas of Matcham, 
Holgate, Wamberal, Tumbi Umbi, Lisarow and Berkeley Vale. We have specialised in rural 
properties for 26 years now and have a large database of clients searching for suitable 
properties in the area. Selling rural properties is a specialised field unlike general residential real 
estate. 

 

 

These factors alone vary from general residential real estate sales. A wrong selling method or 
marketing plan could cost you many thousands of dollars with no result 

Call today for a market appraisal of your property   

668 The Entrance Road, Wamberal NSW 2260 
  02 4384 4499   02 4384 1297 

  sales@wamberal.com 

 Marketing & duration 

 Selling Methods 

 Rural Buyers 

 Local Knowledge 

10 Matcham Road 
Erina Heights 

 
 

Email: reliancebuild1@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lic No 251377c 
 

Steve Horner 
 

Mobile 0420 996 123 
 
 

mailto:sales@wamberal.com
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Barry Moulds (Proprietor

 ) 
 
  Computerised 
Mat Cutting 
 

Paintings 
 Photographs 

Sporting Memorabilia  
Mirrors 

Needlework 
3 Dimensional 

 

Phone: (02) 43651379 
 

1/490A The Entrance Rd 
Erina Heights NSW 2260 
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P.W.C. PLUMBING PTY LTD  

A.C.N. 068 506 669   Lic No. 92952c 

 

Plumber, Drainer. Gas Fitter, LPG 

 

WARREN CARTWRIGHT 
 

80 Hoipo Road 
Somersby NSW 2250 

 

Tel Mobile 0408080863 
 

A/H 02 43721182Plumber, Drainer, Gas Fitter, LPG 

IN THE MATCHAM HOLGATE VALLEYS 

ENDANGERED SPECIES  

In the Centenary Edition of the Hall 
News we noted in the section on the 
Community and Its Environment that 
in 1998 a 90 page booklet called “Our 
Valley Friends” was put together by a 
group of very dedicated residents 
including Rick Worthy of Katandra 
Reserve and George Slennett with lots 
of assistance from Terry Welsby.  The 
booklet covered the details of over 
115 bird, 21 mammal and 27 reptile 
species that had been spotted in the 
Valley. 
 
At the front, the group were 
concerned about Endangered Species; 
creatures deemed to be in danger of 
extinction.  
“One would hope that all of us accept 
the right of other creatures to exist 

and recognise the beauty and 
pleasure they give. Nature’s 
ecosystem is complex with intricate, 
interlocking dependencies which can 
be seriously disrupted if a link in the 
chain is taken out.  Sadly, during the 

last 228 years the introduced animals, 



 35 

If there is enough interest from 
residents, perhaps it would be 
worthwhile getting another print run of 
this wonderfully illustrated and 
produced 90 page booklet? 

plants and birds have caused havoc among the existing wildlife in Australia 
which was so very ill-prepared to meet this particular challenge. 
“Within our valley the following creatures are classified as being in danger of 
extinction: 
 
Glossy Black Cockatoo 
Powerful Owl 
Sooty Owl 
Southern Angle-Headed Dragon 
 

“Perhaps we can change the present course of natural history by making a very 
special effort to protect these” 
  

The booklet then considered “How Can We Help”? 
The writers examined the potential problems to wildlife of unrestrained domestic 
pets, especially dogs and cats and the importance of finding ways of restraining 
their wandering out from dusk until dawn.  They also looked at the problems of 
household and garden poisons which lead to issues such as poisoned rats being 
eaten by snakes.  They further commented on the value of planting your gardens 
in a way that results in attracting as large a variety as possible of bird species/ 

sizes to your gardens to naturally 
control insects and also to control 
some specific bird species problems 
such as the Bell Miner and Noisy 
Miner that thrive on a lack of 
variety of plants (size, variety and 
distribution). Importantly they also 
hoped that the Valley community 
would consider the importance of 
essential corridors for local animals 
such as the Wallabies along the 
creeks in terms of natural 
vegetation planting, weed control 
and minimisation of fenced barriers. 
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