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 To the Wonderful Community of 

HALL	NEWS

Welcome to our 117th edition of the Hall News
We look forward to seeing you at 6.30pm on Saturday 10th December for the Hall’s 
Community Christmas Party. Bring something to drink and some food to share. We 
will have the BBQ going as well. See the more detailed coverage on page 24. So 
grab the kids, round up your neighbours and come along and Party (or just say Hi).

On Saturday October 22nd between 250 and 300 people wandered through the 
Hall during the Centenary Celebra ons despite the wind and rain. Those that came 
included both those that can s ll remember going to school at Holgate Primary on 
its first day in 1928 right through to those that had only moved into the valley in 
the previous month. The day echoed the Hall’s purpose when it was ini ally built in 
1915; to promote community spirit within the boundary of the “Matcham Estate” 
and to provide a place to meet for all occasions.

It was a day reminiscing about friends, neighbours, families, spor ng clubs, par es, 
weddings and protests that led to a be er infrastructure in the community and 
protected valley values. It was a day of judging the art and essay contribu ons from 
Holgate Primary School and it included a 2 hour drop in by the current Federal MP 
for Dobell, Emma McBride. Emma had a chance to not only meet many locals who 
had known her Dad (a State MP who was also a government minister) but also to 
see correspondence between the Hall’s commi ee and her Dad in rela on to 
building the Carlton Road roundabout all those years ago. 

(Photos of the day are on pages 10 & 11)

The Centenary Celebra ons also included an opportunity for residents to share 
their experiences with the NBN roll-out at a special mee ng at the start of the day 
on this issue. Over 120 residents arrived promptly at 11am in bleak weather to take 
part in that mee ng. A detailed update on the both the results of that mee ng and 
the substan al ac vity since appears on pages 12-14. The “group representa ves” 
will also be at the Christmas Party so there will be an opportunity to get a more 
detailed update on your residence in real me from the horse’s mouth.

It is wonderful to see both the array of talents and relevant knowledge of so many 
who a ended the NBN mee ng from the Valley and who con nue to be very much 
involved in working towards finding solu ons for all residences in the valley. 
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For the longer term residents of the valleys, the NBN mee ng brought back former 
“protest mee ngs” at the Hall; the Power Lines issue in 2007, the Carlton Road 
roundabout in 1999, the Wambina Nature Reserve in 1997 and the Ferneries issues 
in 1995 among many others. The Hall ghosts were very relaxed that their Hall is 
alive with valley voices in full flight.

An Apology: For those that picked up that references to Free Se lers Road in the 
Centenary newsle er ought to have been Free Selec on Road; well done (and 
apologies).

Three things that are worth no ng of current interest to Valley residents: 

1. The Hall’s web page www.matchamhall.org : we have a lot of work to do on 
our web page to bring it up to date BUT if you are thinking of hiring the Hall 
you can quickly work out if the day you are interested in is available by 
clicking on “Hall Bookings” on the web home page menu and you will find 
the Calendar of current bookings and then click bookings@matchamhall.org 
to lock in your date and Kim will get back to you with the follow-up in the 
blink of an eye.

2. The Hall’s Facebook page Matcham Public Hall has added over 50 new 
members (mostly current residents as well as some soon to arrive residents) 
in the last 6 months to reach 202 (and coun ng). It has been great to see the 
increased flow of discussion from the NBN issues through to the 
establishment of a new “playgroup” and everything in between. It has also 
been great to see the coopera on between the Hall and Holgate Primary as 
well as the use by the Rural Fire Service of the Facebook page to get through 
important updates to the Valley residents in real me (the newsle er takes 
a tad longer).

3. Given the rela vely small capacity (space) on the Hall’s web page, the NBN 
issue has seen the opportunity to set up alterna ve special interest web 
pages such as the new www.matchamholgate.com site to keep residents 
informed about the NBN roll-out issue as well as more general 
telecommunica on problems in the valleys; currently contributed directly 
onto the site by over at least 80 residents to date.

So, see you all at the Christmas Party and for those that will be unable to make it 
we wish you all a wonderful Christmas holiday period and New Year.

Sincerely

Bill Robinson

President Matcham Public Hall Incorporated on behalf of your Hall’s 2016 
Commi ee
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HOLGATE	PUBLIC	SCHOOL

students to read at home and offered 
rewards and incen ves to get those 
reluctant readers reading. The school 
con nues to focus on differen a on 
and catering for the diverse needs of 
our learners with ered interven ons 
for wri ng, reading and numeracy K-
6. 

The school con nues to be vigilant 
with regards to the drop and kiss 
zone regula ons. The addi onal kerb 
and gu ering has significantly 
improved pedestrian and community 
safety. Central Coast Council 
contacted the school and we were 
recently no fied that the second 
black spot funding for the north and 
opposite side of the school has been 
approved. This addi onal funding is 
worth $300,000 of infrastructure to 
the road safety of the Holgate and 
Matcham community. This funding 

Holgate Public School con nues to 
work closely with the P&C 
commi ee. We recently held our 
successful Christmas Twilight 
Market. The market had great 
atmosphere and raised significant 
funds. The P&C also held Brickfest 
at Niagara Stadium on Sunday 4 
December from 10:00am to 
3:00pm. This was a great FUN whole 
family event.

Holgate con nues to offer extensive 
performing arts opportunity with 
the showcasing and par cipa on in 
the Erina Learning Community 
Crea ve and Performing Arts 
Fes val. This involved our school 
band, choir, two dance groups and 
solo performances. The school 
musical held in Term 3 called 
“Gateaway” was a success with all 
students K-6 involved in the 
produc on. Feedback from 
community and staff indicate it was 
the greatest school performance to 
date. 

The school has implemented over 
the second half of the year 
improvements to reading with the 
introduc on of a home reading 
program. This has encouraged more 
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included kerb, gu ering and 
parking. 

Breaking News: On November 
25th the winners of the School 
Environment Awards for the 
former Gosford area were 
announced today at a ceremony at 
Laycock Street Theatre. Taking out 
the top honours this year were 
Chertsey Primary School (School of 
the Year – Large Schools) and 
Holgate Public School (School of 
the Year – Small Schools). With 22 
schools par cipa ng in this year’s 
program, the Central Coast Council 
wanted to recognise all of the 
principals, teachers, parents and 
students for their commitment to 
improving our environment.

Principal Vanessa Gordon 

Holgate School Road Safety 
Facebook Page: Addi onal 
informa on on the Wa le Tree 
Road upgrade at the School from 
Richard Aichinger:

These works will focus on the bend 
to the north of the school, and will 
provide further safe parking and 
footpath access. Council has gone 
away from today's mee ng to 
prepare and cost proposals, which 
should be ready to present to the 
school in a few months, with a 

decision to be made on a final 
proposal. Funding should be available 
early in the new year, with the work 
likely to be undertaken towards the 
middle of 2017. These funds have 
come about from the "black spot" 
funding applica ons Gosford Council 
submi ed in October of last year, as a 
result of our road safety campaign. 
You might remember that we 
received 'special' and unexpected 
funding for the recently completed 
works and retaining wall, and we 
actually missed out on the 'black spot' 
funding announcements in the early 
part of this year. But addi onal funds 
have just recently become available, 
leading to this latest announcement. 
This funding is administered by, and 
will be provided through Roads and 
Mari me Services.

Other School/ Hall News – On 18th 
November, Ingrid Osborn from the 
Hall Commi ee presented the 6 
pupils of Holgate Public School with 
their prizes on both the Centenary Art 
and Essay compe ons at a special 
Assembly. 
Well done 
to all the 
students 
who 
entered. 
Your efforts 
were 
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showcased on the “stage wall” all 
through the day and presented the 
judges with some tough decisions! It 
is great to see 88 years of co-
opera on between the School and 
the Hall con nuing with such 
vibrancy.

Hire of Hall Fees

Week-days
9am - 5pm $150

Week-nights (Mon to Thurs)
5pm -12mn $150

Fri/Sat/Sun-nights
5pm -12mn $280

Saturday/Sunday
9am - 5pm $150

bookings@matchamHall.org

Adver sing Rates
1/4 page      $ 50
1/3 page  $ 75

1/2 page     $ 100
Full page  $ 125
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Shops 1-2/488, The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 43650064

Open 7 days a week from 5pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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· Marketing & duration
· Selling Methods
· Rural Buyers
· Local Knowledge

Rural Specialists
We are located on The Entrance Road at Wamberal adjacent to the rural areas of Matcham, Holgate,

Wamberal, Tumbi Umbi, Lisarow and Berkeley Vale. We have specialised in rural properties for 26 years
now and have a large database of clients searching for suitable properties in the area. Selling rural

properties is a specialised field unlike general residential real estate.
These factors alone vary from general residential real estate sales. A wrong selling method or marketing

plan could cost you many thousands of dollars with no result
Call today for a market appraisal of your property.

668 The Entrance Road, Wamberal NSW 2260
02 4384 4499 02 4384 1297

sales@wamberal.com

10 Matcham Road
Erina Heights Email: reliancebuild1@gmail.com

Lic No 251377c

Steve Horner
Mobile 0420 996 123
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NBN/Telecommunica ons Valley Issues Update

NBN

 On Saturday 22nd October around 120 
to 150 of us got together at Matcham 
Hall to work out the extent of the 
problems with the NBN implementa-

on in the Valleys and a plan to work 
through fixing the various problems. At 
that mee ng and in the hour or so 
a erwards there emerged a working 
group of four people dedicated to find-
ing solu ons to the many and varied 
NBN/ Telecommunica ons issues in 
the valley. Within four days the group 
had established a web site, 
www.matchamholgate.com, 52 
“McBride Forms” had been filled out 
where residents had individually out-
lined their frustra ons/ problems with 
the NBN rollout and lack of consistent 
informa on on the rollout process for 
their premises/ loca on, discussions 
had begun with Emma McBride 
(Federal Member for Dobell) both in-
formally on the day and a bit more 
formally on Wednesday 26th October 
and a strategy was in place to grab the 
a en on of NBN to the range of issues 
faced here. 
By the me of the second mee ng with 
McBride on 15th November, McBride’s 
NBN Liaison person had developed 
dra  responses to 57 individual cases/ 
McBride Forms in three categories:

Category 1: includes 6 cases, where NBN 
responded by saying: “cannot connect to 
NBN and there is no available me 
frame for resolu on”. McBride finds this 
unacceptable and is sending these back 
to NBN Liaison Person for a more appro-
priate answer (i.e. why can’t they con-
nect?).

Category 2: includes 22 “various issues” 
cases ranging from currently on the In-
terim Satellite or ADSL and very con-
cerned about switching to NBN, to those 
already connected to NBN and experi-
encing poor service or NBN not working 
at all. Responses from NBN Liaison Per-
son can be summarised as follows: 

You have been connected to NBN and if 
your service provider is not able to rec -
fy your problems then it is up to the ser-
vice provider (e.g. Telstra) to escalate 
back to NBN Liaison Person; or

 You have the opportunity to connect to 
NBN but you may choose not to un l 
various problems that your neighbours 
are encountering are resolved. However, 
your current service will be disconnected 
if you have not connected to NBN by 
March 2018.  

One case (where NBN has been connect-
ed and is not working in Wa le Tree 
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Road) is being referred back to NBN by 
McBride as the problem “appears in-
frastructure related”. Several cases 
where the service provider was iden -
fied as Telstra are being referred back 
to Hunter Central Telstra Liaison Per-
son “Telstra Liaison Person” by 
McBride for more detailed comment. 

Category 3: includes 29 cases concern-
ing NBN availability and lack of com-
munica on from NBN and/or Service 
Providers where NBN Liaison Person 
has responded with “Ready for Service 
(RFS) date is March 2017”.

On the 17th November the Telecom-
munica ons Ombudsman’s report 
came out with the Central Coast loom-
ing dominantly in unsa sfied NBN out-
comes complaints and on the 21st No-
vember Emma McBride’s Cons tuency 
Statement was made in Federal Parlia-
ment en rely on the NBN roll-out in 
her electorate with specific men on of 
the Matcham Holgate Valley’s dilem-
mas (as she had promised she would 
do at the previous mee ngs with the 
Valley’s delega on on this issue).

The Valley Group/Delega on are going 
through the NBN’s dra  responses and 
have responded to McBride with the 
following informa on:

There are residences that have con-
nected to NBN and have not had either 
any internet service or a telephone for 
up to 8 weeks. Some of their neigh-
bours have chosen, as a result, not to 
connect to NBN. In one case NBN Liai-

son Person has responded “was connect-
ed today”; the reality is that they were 
connected 8 weeks ago and have been 
talking to various people in Telstra and 
NBN to turn off the NBN and return to 
ADSL. These examples also show that 
the concept, for those connected to 
NBN, of “talk to your service provider 
and if they can’t fix the problem get 
them to escalate to NBN” doesn’t work 
in prac ce.

It is apparent that once connected to 
NBN there is no way back as NBN has 
passed the parcel to the service provider 
and a connec on made cannot be un-
made. In theory it is a ra onal decision 
to switch to NBN Fibre to the Node. In 
prac ce neither NBN Liaison Person or 
Telstra Liaison Person can guarantee an 
efficient or consistent product outcome 
at the present me.

There is a case where NBN has given 
Telstra the OK to connect but Telstra has 
been unable to make the connec on.

Those with current connec on to the 
Interim Satellite Service are receiving 
inconsistent informa on in regards to 
their ability to connect to Sky Muster as 
an alterna ve. Given the problems with 
NBN FTTN that are being experienced 
(including loss of landline if changeover 
is made and the NBN system either does 
not work or is o en unreliable or unable 
to deliver appropriate speed) those on 
the Interim Satellite would like to have 
the op on to switch to Sky Muster (and 
keep their telephone line) un l NBN 
FTTN or equivalent alterna ve is able to 



Matcham-Holgate Hall Newsletter Page 14

the Hall Christmas Party on Saturday 
10th December – see you there. Many 
thanks to Mike Murphy, Liz Vallins and 
Margaret Williams for the huge effort 
they con nue to put in on behalf of the 
valley residents. Many thanks to the Hall 
Commi ee as well for the support 

being provided in the form of the Hall 
infrastructure (a mee ng place, a news-
le er, a Facebook page, an engaged 
community).

If you haven’t filled in the “contact our 
MP” McBride Form on the matcham-
holgate.com web site we need your in-
put!! 

The link is www.matchamholgate.com/
contact-our-mp (under “more” on the 
front page of the web site). 

be provided.  This is urgent as it is the 
stated inten on of NBN Liaison Person 
that the Interim Satellite Service will be 
turned off in February 2017!

There would appear to be a disconnect 
between NBN and Telstra/ Other ser-
vice providers in that NBN will guaran-
tee minimum speeds of 25/5 at the 
node but it at the discre on of the ser-
vice provider as to what is actually de-
livered/ deliverable.

A solu on to the premise by premise 
approach of NBN Liaison Person is ur-
gent as the deadline for conversion of 
all houses to NBN is March 2018.

The Group’s next mee ng with 
McBride is scheduled for the second 
week in December and is preparing a 
submission to Robertson Federal MP 
Lucy Wicks in her capacity as Chair of 
the Joint Standing Commi ee on NBN.  

The Group’s representa ves will be at 
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WAMBINA	NATURE	RESERVE

The Centenary Newsle er 
included a short history of the 
events that led the Matcham 
Holgate Landcare Group to 
successfully lobby for the 
establishment of the Wambina 
Nature Reserve on May 21, 1997. 
It was previously owned by 
Gosford City Council.  
The Landcare group was led by Ena 
Middleton, a Matcham resident, 
who used the site for an 
assignment for her Botany degree 
in 1987. She then fell in love with 
the reserve and campaigned to 
have it protected as a na onal 
park reserve. She established one 
of the first Landcare groups in 
NSW; Matcham-Holgate Landcare. 
This group has been working 
con nuously on site ever since 
undertaking primary and 
secondary removal of weeds over 
about one quarter of the reserve. 
Ena reported the ac vity of the 
group in every Hall Newsle er 
from 1996 to 2005. The group 
were first supervised by Gosford 
Council (like Katandra Reserve) but 
is now supervised and supported 
by Na onal Parks and Wildlife 
Service.
Ena propagated 1000’s of 
provenance plants which have 
been planted on site conver ng 

the large kikuyu paddock ini ally 
near the entrance into something 
akin to the original forest. 
“Provenance” is based on the idea 
that local plants are gene cally 
adapted to local environmental 
condi ons. For those that like bush 
tucker the wild raspberries are 
currently in fruit!!
I wandered along on Friday 25th 
November to join this group of 
dedicated locals who meet around 
10 mes a year on the last Friday of 
the month to maintain the Reserve 
and check on the progress of its flora 
and fauna within the current 59-
hectare boundary. The group has for 
many years been under the highly 
informed guidance of Na onal Parks 
and Wildlife Officer, Deb Holloman. I 
took my gloves and some protec ve 
clothing (and hat) to join in. If each 
community looks a er its immediate 
environment …………..
If you have never wandered into the 
Reserve, you are missing a wonderful 
adventure. Why not wander along 
like I did for a couple of hours and 
work out what you might also need 
to do on your property and how to 
do it.  Deb is a wonderful mentor!
The main access in the south of the 
Reserve is at the end of Matcham 
Road (150 m North of the T 
intersec on with Wambina Road on 
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ecology of the Matcham Holgate 
Valley. The reserve protects the 
headwaters of Erina Creek and an 
Endangered Ecological Community 
(Lowland Rainforest). It is habitat 
for 145 species of na ve fauna, 12 
of which are threatened – including 
Powerful Owl, Sooty Owl, Yellow 
Bellied Glider and Greater Broad 
Nosed Bat. Wambina also protects 
134 na ve flora species.  So please 
– no dogs or cats (even on a leash) 
as it’s a wildlife reserve. 
For more informa on Deb 
Holloman’s contact details are 
(phone 43204224)  and email 
Deb.holloman@environment.nsw.gov.au

the dirt road sec on).  This is where 
this Landcare Group meets. You can 
also wander up to the northern part 
of the Reserve from the very end 
(200m further on from the bus 
turning circle) of Oak Road although 
you may have to clear some 
Lantana regrowth to get up to the 
top of the Ridge that divides Oak 
Road from Nartanda Avenue in 
Wamberal.  The Reserve runs the 
length of that Ridge although the 
majority falls into the Valley to the 
East of the ridge line facing 
Wamberal.
The main weeds on site include 
Bitou Bush, Lantana, Cro on Weed, 
Privet, Honeysuckle, Asparagus Fern 
and Blackberry. NPWS has been 
successful in obtaining $105,000 
worth of grants for the reserve, 
using contractors to undertake 
some of the heavier duty bush 
regenera on on site. Funding has 
come from Local Land Services and 
Environmental Trust.
The Reserve is very important to the 
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Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamHall.org
Newsletter johnd-w@bigpond.com
Treasurer: jimtgorman@gmail.com



Matcham-Holgate Hall Newsletter Page 18

Meg’s Permaculture Page
“Where do I start?”
This is the ques on I get asked the 
most. Where to begin? Many 
people move to acreage from an 
average back yard and it can feel 
overwhelming.  Applying 
permaculture principles to the way 
you design your property will help 
you to reduce the amount of 
maintenance you need, avoid 
expensive chemicals and save 
money on plants that drop dead 
because they’re not suited to our 
climate or a par cular loca on in 
your garden.
Before you make any major 
changes it’s important to do your 
own site analysis. Where is north? 
Where does the wind come from? 
How long will the shadows be on 
the southern side of your home in 
winter? What’s the local 
environment like and how will that 
impact your design? What kind of 
natural disasters are risks for where 
you live and how can you prepare 
for them?
We have a temperate to sub-
tropical climate in the valleys with 
good annual rainfall. One of our 
biggest issues is overshadowing 
and this can mean some proper es 
get limited sunshine. Bush fires are 
a risk and if your property is on a 
steep slope or at the top of a ridge 

that risk is higher. Planning for fire 
retardant plants for wind breaks and 
making sure there’s a cleared buffer 
around your home will help.
Our soil tends to be slightly acidic and 
most of us are blessed with be er than 
average top soil. We also get frost in a 
lot of areas, unlike most of the Central 
Coast. This micro climate means that 
some plants that grow well in other 
areas will struggle here. Knowing this 
before you head to the nursery will 
save you a fortune. So will talking to 
neighbours or a hor culturist about 
what grows well.
If you inherited an established garden 
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Domestic Water Delivery 
Based in Oak Road, 

Matcham

Friendly, reliable, 
local service

Competitive rates

14,000L
(3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524

from previous owners take some 
me to think about which elements 

of that garden are worth keeping, 
which need rejuvena on and which 
should be removed. 
Once you’ve collected as much 
informa on as possible about your 
property you can start thinking 
about what goes where. In many 
cases, good site analysis makes 
designing easy; a clothes line will 
go where the sun shines and not 
too far from the laundry; a play 
area needs some shade and you 
want to be able to see it from the 
house. You get the idea.  Keep in 
mind that plants and soil are 
rela vely easy to change but hard 
structures are not. Start with your 
buildings, paths, tanks and other 
structures and then think about 
your garden. When you do plant, 
keep in mind the eventual height of 
any tree, where its roots will go and 
how long its shadow will be.
If you’d like to do a full 
permaculture site analysis, I’d 
recommend the book 
‘Permaculture Design’ by Aranya. 
It’s a step-by-step guide that’s easy 
to follow.
Good design always starts with 
understanding your land and 
working with it.  This approach will 
save your me, energy and money. 
It will also give you a garden that is 
a source of joy rather than 
frustra on.    Meg.
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the brigade having to ex nguish 
these!
Fire Danger Level
The large sign outside the Fire Sta-

on in Wa le Tree Rd indicates the 
level of Fire Danger each day. This 
does not indicate the chances of a 
fire occurring, but indicates the likely 
level of danger if a fire occurs. 
Open Day
We held an open day in September 
to promote the NSW RFS Get Ready 
weekend. Quite a number of people 
a ended, and a few requested Vol-
unteer applica on forms. 
Follow our website
www.matcham- holgate.rfsa.org.au

for RFS advice on how to Get Ready 
and prepare an Emergency Plan. 
In the event of Severe danger ra ng 
or more, our advice is to Leave Early. 
We recommend on these days, pack 
your emergency kit, and head for 
somewhere like Erina Fair for the 
day.
You can contact Matcham-Holgate 

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

REPORT FIRES   PHONE 000
Volunteers 
We are very fortunate that 2016 
has seen more Matcham and Hol-
gate residents join our ranks as fire 
fighters. Of course new volunteers 
are always welcome, and we pro-
vide a rigorous training program 
addressing far more than just bush 
firefigh ng. 
Bush Fire Season
Began 1st October, and of course 
Fire Restric ons apply for the sea-
son. We can only stress that every-
one must be very careful when 
ligh ng any fires in the open. You 
must have a Permit from the RFS to 
conduct a burn-off. Please note that 
if the RFS is called to a end a re-
ported fire, we are obliged by law 
to put the fire out.
Local Incidents in recent months
The brigade has a ended a number 
of different incidents in our local 
area. These included a endances at 
motor vehicle incidents, including a 
car on fire at Paroo Rd in October 
during a ernoon peak hour traffic. 
A number of pile burn-offs since the 
start of Fire Season has resulted in 
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Brigade by calling 0427 480 944 and we are located at 15 Wa le Tree Road 
in Holgate. Valley residents are especially welcome to call in to the Sta on 
any me the brigade is in a endance. This includes Thursday evenings from 
7.30pm when Training or Mee ngs are being held, or Maintenance days 
from 7.30am to 9.30am on the last Sunday of the month (excluding Decem-
ber). Hopefully see you in January (if not before).
Editor’s Note: 

Thank to Graham King for update/ presenta on at the Centenary Celebra-
ons Day on our Firies!!

WANTED

Someone Adept with the HB Pencil!

The Matcham Holgate Hall News has since 1987 included 
pencil drawings of the Hall, the local Church, the Cricket Club, 
the Pony Club and some addi onal drawings for some of the 
adver sers by Terry Welsby. We used a lot in the Centenary
Newsle er and have recycled some  and added them in this 
addi on.
Is there someone in the Valley (or related to locals nearby) 
who could assist with some new pencil drawings for inclusion 
in future Hall Newsle ers? 

Please contact johnd-w@bigpond.com if you can help.



Matcham-Holgate Hall Newsletter Page 22

Clock & Watch
Repairs

JOHN
BUCKINGHAM

Over 40 years
of Experience

24 Warin Road
Matcham  2250

(02) 4367 7736

Barry Moulds (Proprietor )

Computerised Mat Cutting

Paintings
Photographs

Sporting Memorabilia
Mirrors

Needlework
3 Dimensional

Phone: (02) 43651379
1/490A The Entrance Rd
Erina Heights NSW 2260

framingalternative@bigpond.com
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS DAY

students from the local area. Thanks 
to all who brought so much delicious 
and varied food including some 
stunning vegetarian dishes. Well 
done Matcham Holgate residents!! 
Thanks also to the wonderful Art Hall 
Group who provided the great Art 
that adorned the walls' think the Hall 
ghosts very much approved given the 
dis nct window ra ling and noises of 
delight from deep within the 
chimney ….. 

“Your local certified septic and AWTS service
agents

The only green card certified Ozzie Kleen
service agents on the central coast”

www.absolootsep c.com.au

02 4362 1060 
or  

0401 397 754

What a great day! 
Right on the dot of 11am we 
had over 120 residents 
arriving to have a good 
looooong na er about the 
NBN that was s ll going as 
the BBQ fired up at around 
12.30pm.  Even though the 
weather was “crap” and 
there were lots of conflic ng 
events (such as the walk/
picnic for refugees in 
Gosford and a memorial 
service at the High School) 
over the next four hours the 
numbers built up to between 
200 and 300 (we lost count). 
We’ve included a montage 
page of photos of the day. 

In addi on to the NBN 
rumblings, we had great 
presenta ons by Graham 
King on the Firies, Kerry 
Hodge on the Garden Club, 
Emma McBride on the 
importance of Community 
and amazing Tai Chi 
demonstra ons (tradi onal 
and sword forms) by Steve 
Heard and his assistants/ 
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RAINFALL

A er 30 years of consistent repor ng 
of Rainfall by George Slenne  the rain 
gauge is being passed on. During the 
transi on (July to date) we’ve been 
checking on a rain gauge up here near 
the end of Oak Road un l the new 
correspondent is firmly in place. We’re 
informed that there is some new 
equipment that is going to further 
improve the repor ng service both for 
the Hall Newsle er as well as the Fire 
Brigade. 

It was interes ng the flow of 
informa on on the Hall Facebook page 
back in June where local residents were 
able (when electricity was available and 

mobile phone cameras were 
ac ve) to post pictures of the 
size of the floods around the 
valley and updates on the 
amount of rain around the 
valleys.
 It was also interes ng to see the 
slight varia ons in rainfall 
between Bandalong Road, Oak 
Road and Matcham Road during 
the downpour. There have been 
some big falls this year from 
98mm on January 5th, 78mm on 
January 22nd, 60mm in two hours 
back on April 3rd to the 120mm in 
5 hours on June 5th; 356mm on 
four days or 27% of the total 
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rainfall to the end of October (4 out of 88 rainy days to date). BUT NO 
BLACKOUTS (touch wood); remember the 7+ days without power from April 
20th 2014 (at least the Phone landline worked .. mm NBN takes that 
away??!!).
As you can see the rainfall this year is 12% ahead of the 20-year average 
year to date while the rainy days is 20% less!!  
Why is all this important?? Well apart from keeping your water tanks filled, 
it’s useful to keep an eye on the vegeta on that’s growing in the wet 
periods that can become a major fuel load available to eager fires during the 
Fire season. So keep those tanks filled (the Fire Brigade might need them) 
and keep your place fire ready (clear those leaves from the gu ers, keep 
your street number clearly visible so the fire brigade knows where you are 
(day or night) and keep the weeds under control). The Fire Season now lasts 
un l almost Anzac Day!!
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Rug cleaning & repair service
KABUL GALLERY PERSIAN RUGS

1/160 The Entrance Road, Erina
Ph:0430200972

P.W.C. PLUMBING PTY LTD
A.C.N. 068 506 669 Lic No. 92952c

Plumber, Drainer. Gas Fitter, LPG

WARREN CARTWRIGHT
80 Hoipo Road

Somersby NSW 2250

Tel Mobile 0408080863
A/H 02 43721182Plumber, Drainer, Gas Fitter, LPG
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Wanted!
Old or unwanted ride-on mowers

I am willing to buy that mower that
you just don’t need anymore and is

filling up your shed!
Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197
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Bush Care Program

Central Coast Council Gosford Council BushCare Program 

Following on from the Ar cle earlier on Wambina Nature Reserve its worth understand-
ing that there are opportuni es to be involved in BushCare in our wonderful Valleys.
What is the Bushcare Program? 
The Bushcare Program is a partnership between Gosford council and volunteers from 
the community. The purpose of this collabora on is to assist in restoring areas of de-
graded bushland. The program supports many groups who find reward in contribu ng 
to posi ve change in their local bushland area.
What is bush regenera on?
Bush regenera on involves the gradual removal of weeds to allow the na ve plants to 
regenerate naturally. Unfortunately, removing weeds once is not enough, as they soon 
reappear in the cleared spaces. So regular follow-up weeding is completed by Bushcare 
teams.
The changes that result from bush regenera on are best measured over months and 
years, rather than days and weeks. Success occurs when an ongoing commitment to 
removing weeds is made to a site over 

me.  
Where are our sites?
Generally, people like to restore the 
bushland close to where they live. This 
makes it easy for them to get to and 
from the Bushcare site.
However, other bush carers travel to 
loca ons some distance from their 
homes because of friendships they’ve 
formed at Bushcare workshops, or be-
cause they prefer to volunteer in a par-

cular bushland loca on.
Whether your preference is for rainfor-
est, wetland, creek line or dune, there is 
a place to suit you, and you may swap 
sites or visit different sites whenever you 
would like to.
Who can volunteer in the Bushcare Pro-
gram?
Everyone aged from 16 to 90 years old is 
welcome to join an exis ng group or 
form a new group.
Anna Deegan ,Bushcare Officer
 Culture – Central Coast Council

Window
 

Cleaning

Now over 30 regular Matcham 
and Holgate residents

Est 2001

Fully insured

Free quote within 24 Hours

Phone - 1300 88 1947 

centralcoastwindowcleaning.com.au 
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