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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Matcham-Holgate Hall News is published three times a year – in April, July and November – and is 
delivered free to more than 700 properties in the Matcham and Holgate valleys. 
Advertising revenue goes towards the production of the newsletter and for the maintenance and 
upkeep of our community-owned Matcham Hall.

Anzac Day 2021
With our beloved Hall as a backdrop, we held our annual Anzac Day service to a record 
number of attendees on a beautiful autumn morning. My thanks go to our team 
of committee members and helpers who put on a memorable day. To see our local 
members of the community and our schools participate in the service did us proud.
Matcham Hall AGM
With COVID disrupting events last year, we had to postpone our AGM until this year, 
which we were able to hold in May. Firstly, congratulations to all members who have 
been elected to serve. I’m sure the Hall will be in good hands for the next year and 
beyond.
Hall Committee for 2021–22
We are pleased to advise that the Hall Committee for the 2021–22 year is as follows:
Ken Gray – President
Ingrid Osborn – Vice President
Graham Humphries – Treasurer
Kim Gray – Secretary
General Committee Members
Rod Jeffree
Mike Murphy
Lindy Nicholls
Sam Pethen
Sandra Jeffree
Claire Humphries
Hannah Lowe
’50s & ’60s Rock ’n’ Roll Dance
Unfortunately, we have had to once again cancel our annual dance evening at the Hall 
due to the current government restrictions while this terrible pandemic continues to 
pose a serious pubic health threat. 
We hope that you and your families are keeping safe during these difficult times.

– Ken Gray
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

Upcoming events in the Valley
Matcham Hall
’50s & ’60s Rock ’n’ Roll Dance – cancelled due to NSW government health restrictions.
Matcham-Holgate Produce Share
Second Sunday of every month from 10–11 am at Fires Creek Winery.
Once COVID restrictions are lifted, our community produce share events will resume.

Thanks to all those who responded to our online survey, as well as those who provided their 
email for future mail-outs of the Hall News. See page 5 for a summary of the survey.
In response to some of the suggestions from the survey, we will be organising several 
community events at the Hall. We are currently planning an information session regarding 
local noxious weeds and feral animals, as well as a second event that will be a social 
gathering with a demonstration by a local cook and a local baker. Once COVID restrictions 
allow, we will post information about these events on the Community Facebook page.
We have also negotiated an online access to the Hall News by the use of a digital Flip Book, 
which can be accessed by clicking the following link or QR code. 
https://issuu.com/gosford.kwikkopy.com/docs/hall_news_issue_131_
august_2021?fr=sMTRmOTQxNzk1Mjc

We will also post the link for this on the Community Facebook page. Please share this link. 
The link for each issue will be active for 12 months.
Welcome to our latest report writers who include Jackie Pearson from the Community 
Environment Network (CEN), Jenni and Mahni from the Matcham-Holgate RFS, as well as 
an article by Mike Simpson on selecting a chainsaw for small acres maintenance.
In this issue we have informative articles from Max (Bee-U-tiful Honey), Holgate PS, Jane 
(ccnewindependents), Meg (permaculture gurvi, i.e. female equivalent of guru), and Vicki 
(Ridgeway Artisan Produce). Also, welcome back to George Slennett with an article on 
preparing your property for the fire season.
Our Spotlight on a Local for this issue is on local legend Geoff Patterson. A fantastic read 
about a local family and local business. Also, our esteemed printer Peter from Kwik Kopy 
has submitted an article regarding his daughter Isabel’s (an ex-HPS student) fundraising 
efforts for the World’s Greatest Shave.
We also welcome our newest volunteer deliverer, Mindy Carr, who will be delivering our 
newsletters to Clyde and Trawalla Roads.
Finally, with regards to advertising, we will only be providing advertising space of one-
quarter page for any new ads in our final 2021 issue in November. Businesses will be 
contacted later in the year to confirm new advertising rates and conditions for 2022.

– Mike, Rob and Jacqueline
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ANZAC DAY SERVICE 2021

After not being able to have an Anzac Day 
service last year the community turnout made 
the day into the best attended since services 
were re-introduced during the last decade. It 
was wonderful to see the participation of people 
from young to old, as well as having the Holgate 
Primary School students so actively involved. 
Many thanks to Melissa and Bronte Mills for 
singing the National Anthem, to former Holgate 
Public School and Central Coast Grammar 
student Jacinta Boyd for playing the Last Post and 
to Josh and Renee of VIP Private Chef for cooking 
such an amazing breakfast. Thank you also to the 
team of locals who assisted the committee with 
the set-up and clean-up on the day.  

Anzac Day sponsors and supporters 
On behalf of the Matcham Hall Committee, we 
would like to thank the sponsors of our Anzac Day 
Brunch – Gittoes Real Estate, Luminous Dentistry, 
Contemporary Pools & Spas, Drift Home & Living, 
Sandra Miller Conveyancing and Fluid Plumbing. 
Without the support of these businesses, it 

would not have been possible for us to host the 
traditional brunch. 
In addition, the following individuals and 
businesses supported our hugely successful 
silent auction – The Ken Duncan Gallery, 
BamVino, Passion Hair & Beauty, Bee-U-tiful 
Honey, Wine Selectors, Luminous Dentistry, 
Permacoach, Soul Story Photography, Drift Home 
& Living, Simply Foliage, Erina Post & News, VIP 
Private Chef, Matcham Mowing & Maintenance, 
Aspire Physiotherapy, The Blooming Flower Shed, 
The Stretch Lab, The Bamboo Buddha, Tracey 
Maryska and Murat & Margaret.
The result achieved via the discreet silent auction 
enabled us to have the best fundraising outcome 
we have ever had and along with ongoing 
maintenance we are now planning to paint the 
Hall’s exterior. 
Thank you again for always putting up your 
hand to support the Hall, being part of the Hall’s 
fundraising would not be the same without your 
ongoing generous support.           – Ingrid Osborn
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In our last issue, we asked readers to answer 
an online survey. The survey was available 
for one month using Survey Monkey. The link 
was also made available on our Community 
Facebook page.
The purpose was to get feedback from our 
local community about our newsletter and to 
also seek interest in providing a digital copy via 
email to those who requested it. There was no 
intention to discontinue distributing the hard 
copy. Those respondents who indicated they 
would like a digital copy will have future issues 
emailed to them.
We had 47 responses to the survey. Responses 
were collated by the Hall News editorial team, 
and in particular Jacqueline O’Neill.
In summary, respondents found articles 
about local history and stories about other 
local residents of great interest. They also 
appreciated being informed about local 
events. In particular, respondents enjoyed 
articles written by local writers.

A significant positive response was received 
regarding attending presentations at the 
Hall by guest speakers on local issues such 
as roads, management of local reserves and 
environmental issues. As well, respondents 
were interested in attending social evenings 
for new residents to meet other locals.
We also received lots of ideas for future 
articles and other information that could be 
included in our future issues.
As a result of the survey, we have negotiated 
an online Flip Book with our printer at Kwik 
Kopy. This will take the form of a copy of the 
link being provided in the hard copy as well as 
a link provided on the Community Facebook 
page.
We have also been contacting guest 
speakers and presenters to attend some 
future information evenings for community 
members. Once restrictions have been lifted, 
we will be providing an online promotion and 
invitation on the Community Facebook page.

HALL NEWS SURVEY

GET READY DAY
Do you have a Fire Plan?
The NSW Rural Fire Service holds a statewide Get Ready Day each year in September. 
This year the Matcham-Holgate RFS Brigade will be conducting its Get Ready Day on 
Sunday 12 September. 
Usually, the fire station would be open for residents to drop in and talk to us about 
property protection and strategies on how to prepare your property for high fire danger 
periods. However, due to COVID restrictions, this year we will be holding our Get Ready 
Day online and we welcome you to join in. Further information will be posted on the 
Matcham-Holgate RFS website (see above) and on our Community Facebook page.

MATCHAM-HOLGATE RFS BRIGADE

www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au
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(Installation of AV since 1999)

TV installation  
and wall mounting

Sound bar and  
home theatre set up

Sonos and multiroom audio

Phone Joel 
0407 458 929 

Holgate

 Erina Gosford
 312 The Entrance Rd 378 Manns Rd
 Erina West Gosford

 02 4367 4066 02 4321 0990
 MON–FRI 9:00–5:00 MON–FRI 9:00–6:00
 SAT 9:00–2:00 SAT 9:00–5:00
  SUN 10:00–5:00

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
RESIDENTS IN THE MATCHAM VALLEY
We are fully equipped veterinary hospitals 

with vets specialising in Diagnostic 
Ultrasound, Orthopaedic Surgery and 

Exotic Medicine.
MENTION THIS AD TO GET $20 OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT
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Excellent Results

Honesty :: Integrity :: Reliability :: Personal Care

Call Lisa: 0412 293 127 
59 Carlton Road, Holgate NSW 2250

lisa@lisaharrisrealestate.com.au  |  www.lisaharrisrealestate.com.au
Licenced real estate agent & auctioneer

4 Low Commission
4 Minimum Advertising Cost
4 Proven Successful Sales

I Will Save You Thousands of Dollars!

“Local Knowledge ... Here for Good”
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A Bee-Friendly Backyard
As their source of food, honeybees and 
native bees collect pollen and nectar from 
flowers and blossoms. Not all plants are 
equally liked by bees – they prefer blue, 
purple and yellow blossoms. 
When you want to attract bees to your 
backyard you can do this by planting 
a variety of plants bees love to visit. 
Honeybees usually forage within a radius 
of 3 km, but they can travel up to 5 km 
if needed, so if you don’t have any bees 
yourself, someone within a radius of 3 km 
might have a hive or two, and then there 
are the native bees and feral honey bee 
colonies – all searching for resources. 
Perhaps not so well known 
is the fact that bees (as well 
as other insects) require a 
source of water, especially on 
hot days! Providing a constant 
water supply will make your 
backyard more attractive 
to bees as well. To stop the 
bees from drowning you can 
add some floating material or 
rocks for the bees to land on. 
By planting a variety of 
flowering plants you can provide feed 
for bees all year round and help these 
essential insects to survive. The list below 
is by no means exhaustive, but contains 
some of my favourite plants for bees. 
Herbs: Anise hyssop, basil, borage, 
catmint, chives, comfrey, coriander, 
fennel, hyssop, lavender, lemon balm, 

marjoram, mint, mustard, oregano, 
parsley, rocket, rosemary, sage, savory 
and thyme.
Fruit: Apple, apricot, blackberry, black 
and red currants, blueberry, lemons, 
lime, mandarin, passionfruit, persimmon, 
plum, strawberries.
Vegetables: Capsicum, chili, cucumbers, 
leeks and onions (if left to go to seed), 
pumpkins, squash.
Flowers: Alyssum, cornflower, cosmos, 
echinacea, echium, forget-me-not, 
foxglove, geranium, marigold, roses, 
sunflowers, zinnia.
Natives: Banksia, callistemon, eucalypts, 
grevilleas, leptospermum, melaleuca.

Oregano (Marjoram)
Oregano  is a common species 
that appears in numerous 
variations, belonging to the 
mint family. It is native to 
warm-temperate western 
and southwestern Eurasia and 
the Mediterranean region. 
Oregano is a perennial herb, 
growing from 20–80 cm tall, 
with opposite leaves 1–4 cm 
long. It is sometimes called 

wild marjoram, and its close relative is 
known as sweet marjoram.
Sage 
Garden sage is a small, perennial, 
evergreen subshrub, with woody stems, 
greyish leaves, and blue to purplish 
flowers. It is a member of the mint family 
and is native to the Mediterranean 

THE MATCHAM BUZZ
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region, though it has naturalised in many 
places throughout the world. It has a long 
history of medicinal and culinary use, 
and in modern times as an ornamental 
garden plant. The common name “sage” 
is also used for a number of related and 
unrelated species. 

Thyme 
Thyme is a low-growing 
culinary and medicinal 
herb, sometimes 
becoming somewhat 
woody. It is native to 
southern Europe.
Borage 
Borage is a low-growing 
culinary and medicinal 
herb and one of the 
easiest and best bee 
plants. It is native to 
the Mediterranean 
region of Europe.
Borage provides high 
levels of both nectar 
and pollen and flowers 
for three months or 
more. 
Lavender
There are around 47 
lavender species known 
in this mint family, 
including annuals, 
shrubs and cultivated 
forms, they all require 
full sun. Most varieties 
originate from the 
Mediterranean, some 
from Africa and India. 

Flowering: Some varieties of lavender 
will flower from spring all the way into 
summer, and several will flower again in 
autumn, especially if pruned. 

Nectar and pollen: An excellent source 
for both, nectar and pollen. A few species 
of this plant should be in every bee-
attracting backyard.

Sunflowers
There are 38 species of sunflowers, 
originating from Central America, 
supplemented by a number of hybrids. 
Sunflowers are annual plants with a 
large flowering head. The head consists 
of 1000–2000 individual flowers joined 
together and will keep bees very busy for 
a long time. Sunflowers usually grow to 
heights between 1.5 and 3.5 m and need 
full sun. They grow best in fertile, moist, 
well-drained soil with a lot of mulch. 
Flowering: Sunflowers flower in summer 
through to autumn. 
Nectar and pollen: An excellent source 
for both nectar and pollen. A few species 
of this plant should be in every bee-
attracting backyard.
For more information on plantings for 
pollinators see Mark Leech’s Bee Friendly: 
A planting guide for European honey 
bees and Australian native pollinators by 
following the link below:
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/
product/bee-friendly-a-planting-
guide-for-european-honeybees-and-
australian-native-pollinators/
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VICKI’S COUNTRY KITCHEN

Hi folks, I was asked to provide a little 
article for this edition of the Hall News, 
but rather than self-promotion I thought 
I would put together a few simple 
kitchen hacks to get more mileage out 
of some of the excess food that you have 
at home and how to get more out of it. 
They may not save you money or time, 
but they will reduce kitchen waste, taste 
great and are a lot of fun.

Bread – that wonderful staple of life
Sometimes you just can’t get through it 
all, so here are a few handy hints to take 
your stale bread to a new level.
1.  Breadcrumbs – These can be toasted 

or fresh. Grind in a food processor, add 
your favourite seasonings, dry it out a 
little more in the oven at around 100�C 
and then, once cool, either vacuum 
pack or freeze. These can be used for 
crumbing, stuffings or toppings.

2.  Croutons – Dice your bread evenly to 
whatever size you like, toss with your 
favourite seasonings (e.g. garlic powder, 
salt, pepper, mixed herbs etc.) and a 
drizzle of olive oil. Spread them out on 
a baking sheet and bake at 180–190�C 
until brown and crispy, turning once 
through cooking (roughly 15–20 mins). 
Then cool and store in airtight containers 
for about 1 week or freeze. These are a 
great addition to soups or salads.

3.  Dipping bread biscuits – Flavoured 
breads are perfect for this, but any type 
can be used. Slice about 2 mm thick, 
brush with a little olive oil and sprinkle 
with a little sea salt line a bake tray 

and cook at around 160�C until they 
are lightly coloured and crisp. Store 
in a plastic container or vacuum pack. 
These are great to serve with cheeses, 
dips or eat them like chips.

Fruit of any kind that needs to be used
1.  If you have a lot of fruit that needs to 

be used up, make it into a quick jam. 
Combine 60% fruit to 40% sugar and 
100 ml lemon juice per kg fruit. Cook 
it until the jam thickens and store in 
freezer.

2.  Another option is to stew fruit with a 
little sugar, cinnamon and lemon juice 
and make a pie or pastry filling. Puff 
pastry works well here and can be 
made into a pastry square or turnover 
style of dessert.

3.  Dried fruit is another tasty option. Slice 
fruit thinly, brush with a little lemon 
juice and dry in the oven at about 60�C 
for approximately 8–24 hrs until stiff 
and dry. These make a great healthy 
snack to have on hand and most fruits 
can be dried. Vacuum pack if you have 
one or store in an airtight container.
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4.  Fruit leather – another tasty way to 
use up excess fruit. Add about 1 cup 
of water to roughly 500 g of fruit. Cook 
the fruit until soft then puree with a 
blender or stick mixer. Add a little sugar 
to taste. Pour the fruit mixture onto 
a baking paper-lined tray and spread 
evenly and cook in oven at 120�C with 
the oven door propped open to allow 
moisture to escape and cook until dry 
to touch depending on fruit can be 
between 2–10 hrs. Slice and wrap in 
cling wrap or put layers of baking paper 
between each slice.

Cream that is close to its use-by date
1.  Beat the cream (thickened or pouring) 

in large bowl until the cream splits 
from cream into butter and buttermilk, 
strain the buttermilk off using a mesh 
strainer lined with a muslin cloth 
squeezing as much buttermilk out as 
possible. Then place the butter into 
another bowl of ice-cold water and 
squeeze as much buttermilk out of the 
butter as possible. Once well washed 
place onto board and add a dash of 
salt and mix through then form up into 
a rectangle and your butter is ready to 
use. Should keep for about 1–2 weeks.

2.  Now to use the buttermilk that you 
had left over from making butter, this 

can be frozen or used immediately 
to make things such as buttermilk 
scones, buttermilk pancakes or as a 
replacement for milk in cakes.

3.  Another great use for cream that 
needs to be used is making ice-cream 
(some of that excess fruit that you 
stewed could also make its way into 
here). This is a simple tasty ice-cream 
recipe for those without an ice-cream 
machine. Whip approximately 2 cups of 
thickened cream until stiff peaks form 
(don’t overwhip or you’ll have more 
butter!). In another container add 
1 tin of condensed milk with 1 tsp of 
vanilla and mix. Now lightly fold in the 
thickened cream, keeping the mixture 
well aerated. Add extra add-ins at this 
stage, i.e. chocolate, fruit, pretty much 
any yummy thing that you normally like 
with your ice-cream. Freeze for about 5 
hours and dessert is ready! 

     This would go nicely with some of 
those fruit pastries you made with your 
excess fruit!

Peter and I have run the “Thank God It’s 
Friday Stall” for the last four years on 
The Ridgeway, and we look forward to 
meeting more members of our awesome 
community. z

– Cheers, Vicki
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Gardening on Acres
What a pleasure it was to meet so many 
of our newer residents at the ANZAC Day 
gathering at the hall. There were lots of 
gardening questions and many people 
expressing a bit of a sense of overwhelm. 
It can be challenging to transition from 
a suburban garden to acreage and some 
are coming from homes with no garden 
at all, so I thought I would share some 
practical tips for gardening on acres.
My first bit of advice is to hasten slowly. 
It can be tempting to start clearing out 
everything and returning it to lawn and 
many people assume this will make their 
garden easier to care for. In fact, lawn 
requires much more work that a well-
designed permaculture garden. Most 
established gardens need very little 
other than some occasional pruning 
and mulching. If you do have lawn then 
marking in the edge using your mower 
will make it easier to maintain. 
If you find that your garden is too shady, 
remember that the major impact on 
sun patterns is topography. I spoke with 
someone locally that thought cutting 
down trees would let in more sunlight 
only to discover that a large hill to their 
north-west is the reason for the long 
shadows. Living in valleys means many of 
us get later morning sun or earlier shade. 
If trees are overshadowing, you are often 
better to bring in an arborist to crown 
them rather than cutting them down. 
Crowning involves pruning out the lower 
branches. This lets through winter sun 
while still giving you summer shade. 

Around two-thirds of any tree is below 
the ground and the root system is home 
to a complex inter-connected community 
of soil life that stores carbon and water. 
Far from competing with your vegetable 
garden, this diverse ecosystem ensures 
that your soil is healthy and productive. 
I have a large vegetable garden over the 
root zone of a giant eucalypt. Popular 
gardening traditions will tell you that 
this is not the place to grow food and 
yet the many locals that have visited our 
garden can attest to its abundance. The 
secret is to build up good soil and to 
keep improving it over time by constantly 
adding organic matter. 
Don’t despair about the lack of full sun 
for a vegetable garden. We are on a 
south-facing slope, just above the creek 
line and we manage to produce a huge 
amount of food. I think the ‘full sun’ 
mantra was inherited from places in the 
northern hemisphere where the angle 
and intensity of the sun are lower. At our 
latitude we only need two to four hours 
of sun a day for leafy greens and four 
to six hours a day for fruiting crops like 
tomatoes, eggplant and tomatillo. One of 
the most productive areas of our garden 
is in the shadow of the garage but the 
pale coloured brick wall reflects both light 
and warmth.
Permaculture teaches that careful 
observation is the foundation of great 
design. Half a day researching Council’s 
maps and the Bureau of Meteorology 
site will give you a wealth of information. 
Once you know the pattern of your land 
you can choose the plants (and animals if 

MEG'S PERMACULTURE
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you want them) that will thrive there. 
Resist the temptation to rush to the 
nursery and buy up lots of different plants. 
Learn the patterns of your land and then 
choose plants that fit that pattern. As an 
example, we have a bed created when a 
stone retaining wall went in. We noticed 
that the downward side was usually damp 
and that the obvious route for rainfall 
was via the rock wall. This meant we 
had a site with good drainage and plenty 
of moisture. On that basis we planted 
citrus along the top edge. The result is 
a collection of trees that are now more 
than 20 years old. They need no irrigation 
or watering and because we chose the 
location well, they rarely suffer with pests 
or diseases. 
Gardening on such large properties 
can become very expensive if you buy 
everything. Fortunately, you’ll find many 
of the local gardeners are generous with 
seeds and cuttings. The regular Produce 
Share is held on the second Sunday of the 
month at Fires Creek winery and always 
includes a large selection of free plants, 
along with the welcome expertise of 
experienced gardeners like Kerry Hodge, 
whose show garden is legendary.
I think the best pattern for starting, or 
retrofitting a garden is to spiral outwards 
and spiral inwards. Start at your back door 
with some of the things you like to eat 
every day. Find the nearest sunny spot, 
often under the clothes line, and build up 
the soil with home-made compost and 
worm castings. Plant it out and let nature 
be your teacher. Some things will thrive. 
Grow more of them. Some things will 
fail. Spend some time figuring out why. 
While you are learning about your soil 
and your seasonal patterns, consider the 
outer edge of your property. A windbreak 

will greatly reduce your watering and the 
right kind of trees can stop most fires in 
their tracks. Getting these in early gives 
them time to establish. 
Remember our precious wildlife when 
you consider your boundaries. If all of 
us create and maintain wildlife corridors 
along our adjoining edges, native birds 
and animals will have safe homes away 
from the roads and the ability to move 
across the land to forage and to breed. 
Re-established bushland is the easiest 
garden of all to maintain once it has 
grown. You really can just leave it alone 
most of the time. 
We have set aside an acre of land for 
wildlife and don’t go in there apart from 
some occasional weed control. As a 
consequence, the garden is always filled 
with birds that do an amazing job of 
fertilising our soil and eating insect pests. 
Cooperating with nature invariably results 
in abundant, low maintenance gardens 
that thrive with very little help from us. z

This compost bin made from repurposed roofing 
turns weeds, paper waste and food scraps into 

soil improving compost
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• Asset Protection Zone Management
•  4WD Tractor Slashing & Mulching
•  4WD Tractor Weed Spraying - Long Line & Boom
• 4WD Ute Mounted “Silent” Spraying
• All Terrestrial and Aquatic Weeds

All Terrain Landcare Specialists
PHONE 0412 636 550
www.landcaresolutions.com.au

4WD Remote Control  
Steep Slope Mower 

for sensitive & steep areas, 
roadsides and dam walls

GELLATLEY
LANDCARE SOLUTIONS

OH&S COMPLIANT SMARTtrain CERTIFIED
NATURAL HERBICIDE TREATMENTS

> ROCK WALLS
> GENERAL EARTHWORKS
> MULCHING (RECLAIMING VEGETATION)
RMS & LOCAL COUNCIL APPROVED CONTRACTOR

0408 677 413
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The Community Environment Network 
(CEN) is an independent community group 
that works for Ecologically Sustainable 
Development and against threats to it.
Our members are individuals and 
community groups, and our objectives 
include to increase the effectiveness 
of community groups in the region, be 
a regional voice for the environment 
and sustainability, provide a forum for 
public discussion and education, increase 
public awareness and understanding, 
promote community monitoring of 
the environment and facilitate the 
empowerment of individuals.
Our programs include WaterWatch, Land 
for Wildlife, Habitat for Wildlife, Friends 
of COSS and COSS 
Connections.
Via COSS Connections, 
CEN has developed a 
Greenteam program 
and has already set up 
three Landcare groups, 
including a Greenteam 
at Holgate-Matcham. 
To put it simply, a 
Greenteam is a group 
of landholders who 
tackle weeds together 
on each other’s rural 
lifestyle properties to 
help restore corridor 
connectivity and 
protect our wonderful 
flora and fauna.

During March we held a session at James’s 
property in Holgate, which will give you 
an insight into what it is like to be part of 
a Greenteam. James’s neighbour, Jamie, 
helped him to control lantana in his gully 
with the guidance of a qualified CEN bush 
regenerator, Nicole. The group mostly 
hand-pulled lantana, working out from 
the remnant bush into the infestation, 
as well as clearing a track up to and 
around a patch of native bush. Working 
with the remnant bush aids in natural 
regeneration, making the job easier and 
is also more rewarding than just clearing 
a patch of weeds.
Nicole Heta organises Holgate-Matcham 
Greenteam sessions regularly. She will 
be organising a workshop at Matcham 

Hall this coming spring 
for those interested. 
To join the group and 
for more information 
contact CEN (Nicole 
Heta):
Email: nicole.heta@
cen.org.au 
Phone: 4349 4756
This project, COSS 
Connections and 
Rehabilitation, has 
been assisted by the 
New South Wales 
Government through 
its Environmental Trust

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT 
NETWORK

Would you like to join CEN’s Holgate-Matcham Greenteam?

James at the last Holgate-Matcham  
Greenteam meeting tackling weeds
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Now doing 
septic pump 

outs!

Get your system back on track and maintained correctly.

www.absolootseptic.com.au

02 4362 1060

For all things septic  
contact your local  

service agents!

• Quarterly Maintenance 
• Trenches and Irrigation 
• Repairs 
• Installations 
• Pump Outs 

Master Cabler
No Job Too Big or Small

Lives in the Valley

• ELECTRICAL • DATA • PHONE
Mobile: 0412 391 438

Electrical Contractor Lic. No. 207262C
Master Cabler Lic. No. A022388

Email: matt@mses.net.au
ACN: 112 261 631

Angela Rye
Mobile Podiatry

Providing foot and lower leg care, including:

• Corns  • Diabetic foot assessments

• Callus • Footwear & Orthotics

• Nail care

in the comfort of your own home.

To arrange a home visit or enquire about 
available services, please call

0407 062 672

* Fully registered & *Health fund, Medicare 
insured* (EPC) & DVA approved*
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Q. What is the big deal about  
Tree Work in Early Spring?

1.  Enjoy more light – Pruning trees INTRODUCES 
amazing new light and space into your property. Make 
the most of the SUN through the cooler months.

2.  Feeling safe – Selective tree removal/pruning can 
eliminate danger of STORM DAMAGE, BUSHFIRE, 
DROPPING LIMBS and BRANCHES onto you and your 
property.

3.  Protect your property – Wet ground and wind 
can make trees unsafe. Crown reduction and canopy 
balance can also save trees from failing in the ground.

4.  Proudly servicing the Central Coast.

Early Spring Specials
**** AUGUST – SEPTEMBER ****

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL WORK INC. STUMPS

FREE Leaf Mulch for your Garden*
SKILFUL PRUNING – TREE REMOVALS – STUMP GRINDING

FRIENDLY ADVICE FROM 
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Call Ethan Murphy
0402 574 616

Experienced qualified arborists 
Fully Insured – Free Quotes

Habitattreeworks.com.au
* Optional
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Got a Dark Room?? Light it naturally 
with one of our great products 

Skydome™, Skytube™, Velux™ Roof 
Window or our new Dayray™ – ideal  

for two-storey applications.

Friendly professional advice & 
installation service since 1976

Also unclutter your home with our 
range of disappearing Attic Stairs

Ring or call in to our Showroom  
for an obligation-free quotation

The Barralong Centre,  
14 Barralong Road Erina

Ph 4365 1600

Residential – Commercial – Industrial

• 24hr Emergency Service 
• New Builds and Renovations 
• Switchboard Upgrades 
• Testing and Tagging  
• Hot Water System Repairs

Phone Keiron Herring
0407 668 689

qcelectrical@bigpond.com

Domestic 
Water 

Delivery

10,000L per load

SMS or Call
 Bron 

0410 057 215

foodworx coaching

Are you looking for healthy home-cooked  
meals you don’t have to cook yourself?

• Whole-food Plant-based Meal Boxes
• Nourishing Soups, Salads, Curries, Dal 
• Low fat & mostly Gluten-free
• Cooked from scratch from local produce
• Sugar free, guilt free Birthday Cakes

For the Weekly Menu, check my website
foodworxcoaching.com.au

Or call Franziska for details

0426 227 515
Franziska Prosser nutrition coaching/

chef cooking classes
Our Cooking classes will start again, as soon as 

Covid-19 guidelines allow us to do so! 
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25 years of Experience in Design and Building Challenging 
and Unique Pools with Extraordinary Landscaping

For an Exceptional Backyard – Call Ken on 0408 433 378
Ken is a Coachwood Road Local!

“a successful project is as much about building relationships as the construction”

info@contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au        www.contemporarypoolsandspas.com.au

Mitchell Tysoe – 0413 893 001
Qualified Carpenter

Lic. No. 271917C

mtysoe110@gmail.com

COASTAL FLUE CLEANING & WOOD HEATER REPAIRS
Servicing all makes and models, flue replacements, flashing repairs, door rope and glass repairs
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Contact VIP Private Chef to design 
your dream dining experience or 

catering for every occasion. Prestige 
food with service to match.

Indulge in the ultimate 
culinary experience, 

when your  
VIP Private Chef  

steps into your home to 
host an unforgettable 

occasion. 

VIP Private Chef is Luxury redefined. 

The new way to celebrate 

Open your doors and let Executive Chef 
Josh MacLucas treat you, your family and 
friends, to an amazing culinary experience 

from the comfort of your own home.

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES – VISIT:  
www.vipprivatechef.com.au  

0416 261 436

Shops 1-2/488 The Entrance Road, Erina Heights
Phone: 4365 0064

Open 7 days a week from 5 pm
Lunch Friday & Saturday from 12 pm

Dine in or takeaway

Open 7 days a week from 9 am
Cheeses – Meats – Breads – Sauces – Hampers
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SPOTLIGHT ON A LOCAL: GEOFF PATTERSON 
“THE SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY”

Your family has had a long association 
with the Matcham-Holgate valleys – tell us 
about how they came to this area
My maternal great-grandfather Jonathon 
Kirkby bought one of the Gosford Model 
Farms blocks sight unseen while he was 
still living in Yorkshire, having been told 
by his younger brother who was out 
here in Australia that it would be a great 
opportunity. He bought land at the end of 
Carlton Road where it meets the Central 
Coast Highway, and it became known as 
Kirkby’s Corner. 
He migrated to Australia in 1887 and initially 
hated it, saying: “What have I come to? This 
is the end of the world!” He married my 
great-grandmother Elisabeth and they had 
seven children – Harry, Bertha, Frank, Zilpha, 
Ruth, Alfred, and Jonathon. My grandfather, 

Harry Kirkby, who was 
the eldest, was only 
a baby when they 
moved to Australia. 
When Harry grew 
up he married my 
grandmother Helen, 
and they established 
a farm in Clyde Road. 
They also had seven 
children – Marg, Viv, 
Roger, Heather, John 
(Jack), Lyla and Elsie 
(my mother).
Along with farming the 
land, Harry became a 

logger or a timber 
getter, and he cut 
sleepers for his main 
income. My mother 
remembers that 
as a little girl she 
would accompany 
him into the bush 
to cut sleepers and 
then carting them 
on a horse and dray 

into Gosford Station, where they would be 
stamped if they passed or they would be 
condemned, which was a huge blow after all 
that hard work. It was an extremely arduous 
way to make a living. 
When Harry retired, he 
moved to New Zealand to 
be with his brother Frank. 
He returned to Australia in 
1973 for a school reunion, 
as he was the oldest 
surviving pupil of Erina 
Heights Primary School 
at that time. There is a 
wonderful photo of him 
sitting posed with the youngest five-year-
old Kindergarten boy at the school. Harry 
passed away four or five months later at the 
age of 89. 
Where did the Pattersons originally come 
from and when did they arrive in the 
valley?
The Pattersons originally came from 
Scotland in 1839 on the James Moran. My 

Meet Geoff Patterson: educator, cricketer extraordinaire, farmer, fencer, son of 
the soil and genuine all-round good bloke. Born and raised in Holgate, Geoff is the 
youngest son of much-loved local identities Oliver and Elsie Patterson (after whom 

Patterson Close is named). The Pattersons and the Kirkbys were some  
of the earliest inhabitants in Holgate, and they have been a fixture in our  

community fabric right from the beginning. This is their story.

Harry Kirkby

Cousin Robert, Elisabeth, 
Cousin Maxine and Geoff 

sitting on the boot of Uncle 
Bob’s new XP Falcon



22  2223  23

great-great-grandfather Michael and his wife 
Mary farmed in the Warialda area in north-
western NSW. They had 11 children, one 
of whom was my great-grandfather, Henry. 
His son was my paternal grandfather, Oliver 
Douglas (not to be confused with my father 
Oliver Thomas, or my son Oliver Nicholas). 
Oliver Douglas purchased land in Holgate 
from the Matcham Estate in 1911, along 
with his brother Walter and sister Jesse. At 
the time they were living in Newtown in 
Sydney and for six years they would come 
up to Holgate on weekends or they would 
sometimes camp out here for a week to 
clear the land, plant orange trees and 
progressively build their family home. Oliver 
Douglas  and Walter were both shearers and 
they would go off shearing for 6 months 
each year to earn money to put back into 
the property. They eventually moved here 
in 1917.
Oliver Douglas married Ethel Ford in 1918 
and they had three children – Oliver (my 
father, born in 1919), Verlie (1923) and 
Robert (1928). My grandfather continued 
to develop the orange orchard, but he had 
to give up shearing when he developed 
emphysema. My father had to leave school 

when he was about 14 to help 
work the farm for his father.
Dad married Elsie Kirkby in 
1946 and they purchased 
90 acres from the legendary 
Granny Smith’s estate after her 
son, Alf, passed away. Mum 
and Dad had three children – 
Graeme, Elisabeth, and me. 
They started from there and 
grew beans, potatoes and 
lemons and oranges. They did 
well during the good years 
and struggled during the bad 
years, as is the case for most 
farmers. 
When Mum and Dad first came 
here they had to clear sections 

of the block, which included Granny Smith’s 
sawmill. The land around the existing house 
had been cleared, but the rest of the block 
was still heavily timbered. 
The early timber-getters cut larger trees into 
manageable sections where they fell. Those 
sections were then cut into railway sleepers 
or cords for firewood and then sent to 
Sydney via Erina Creek on boats. A cord was 
a 4-foot long, split section, which was easier 
to load and unload by hand. Before WWII, 
loggers would cut tracts into the bush and 
chop down the trees they wanted, which 
they would then haul out with bullocks or 
horses. However, they could only manage 
certain sized trees until bulldozers became 
more available after WWII, which allowed 
them to take out the really big trees. 

Snakes were more ubiquitous in our valleys back in the ’sixties.  
Left: Geoff holding up two snakes while his dog looks on.  

Right: Cousin Maxine and sister Elisabeth hold up two black snakes.

Verlie and Oliver Patterson
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When I was a kid I remember them taking 
out enormous trees that they would split 
in half lengthwise, as they could only load 
half a tree onto the truck or jinker. Then they 
would lay a smaller tree between the two 
halves, to fill in the gap.
Dad eventually bought the other 110 acres 
that made up our 200-acre block from Bob 
Scott, who used the timber from that block 
for his sawmill in Erina in those days. There 
were quite a number of sawmills in our 
region back then.
Tell us about the rise and fall of the citrus 
industry on the Central Coast
Dad and his brother Robert share farmed 
our property. On our school forms under 
“Parents’ Occupations” Dad was listed as 
an orchardist and Mum was categorised as 
domestic duties. 
It was all about oranges back then – the 
money was in citrus. Mainly it was navels, 
along with lemons, which you could pick 
two or three times a year. In the very early 
days, prior to the accessibility of trucks and 
motor vehicles, they would have to cart 
their produce into 
Gosford Station 
on a horse and 
dray. The amount 
of physical labour 
involved in getting 
produce to market 
was immense. 
After WWII, trucks 
became more 
prevalent and 

affordable, which made the process much 
easier as enterprising people established 
carting services. 
The big shed on our property was the hub 
of the operation. It contained the citrus 
grader, and that was where all the packing 
was done. All the produce came into the 
shed and there was a big lean-to below it 
where the potatoes got washed. Beans were 
usually washed and bagged on site up in 
the paddocks. They had little sheds up on 
the hills with a small tank of water so that 
they could wash the beans up there and bag 
them.
I can recall as a young boy helping Dad grade 
and pack lemons. The fresh, tangy smell of 
all those lemons tumbling into the bins was 
incredibly heady and overwhelming to the 
senses. 
We had fulltime regular pickers and when 
the harvest was in full swing we would call 
in itinerant pickers. The busy times of the 
year were in winter around June when the 
oranges attained sweetness after the first 
couple of frosts. Once the picking started, it 
was full on for a couple of months. 
The oranges would be packed into wooden 
boxes to be sent to market or they would 
be loaded into bins to be sent to the juice 
factories in Gosford. There was the Jusfrute 
factory over in West Gosford, which had 
been around for a long time, and the 
Packing House would also buy oranges from 
you. The beauty of selling your oranges to 

those concerns was 
that you just had to 
put them into a bin. 
We had a forklift 
on the back of the 
tractor that allowed 
us to load the bins 
onto the back of a 
truck and send them 
to Jusfrute and the 
Packing House. We 
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stopped selling oranges 
when Dad sold off some 
of his land in around 
1976. 
Dad had a contract to 
send lemons to Japan for 
a while. These lemons 
had to be carefully picked 
by clipping them with a 
short section of stem to 
leave the button intact, and then they had to 
be individually wrapped and packed. It was 
a meticulous job but the money was good. 
After WWII, the Riverina region boomed 
as the government awarded 40-acre 
repatriation allotments to returned soldiers. 
With the fertile soil, lots of sunlight and the 
irrigation systems that had been set up, 
farmers in the Riverina were able to grow 
huge amounts of citrus and they flooded the 
market. Prices tumbled and, to their dismay, 
farmers on the Central Coast found that 
they were getting the same price for their 
produce in 1978 as they were getting back in 
1948. Production costs had risen over time, 
but their income was slashed and they had 
to grow more to make ends meet.
By the mid to late 1970s farming on the Coast 
had become more difficult. Farmers faced 
increasing labour and production costs, but 
they weren’t getting adequate returns for 
their produce to stay in business. You could 
still eke out an existence on your own as 
a hobby farmer without hiring additional 
labour, but it was extremely hard work. 
For many years spring beans were a 
money-spinner for Valley farmers, what 
can you tell us about those times?
Along with citrus, farmers in this region 
also grew cash crops, since you could only 
harvest citrus once a year. But they had 
to grow something else to be able to pay 
the bills if the oranges weren’t getting the 
money that they were hoping to get. So they 
would grow crops such as cabbages, swedes 

and, of course, spring 
beans – beans were the 
big money-spinners for 
many farmers in this area 
for quite a while. 
We’d start planting our 
beans in early July on the 
hills facing the northeast, 
to try to get them to 
market in early October. 

If you could get them to market early, you 
could earn big money. 
We would start to plant beans in July, and 
then you had to till them and weed them 
and spray them when they needed it. You 
had to plant only what you knew you could 
pick, as beans had to be picked every three 
days and it was very time consuming. Then 
the women would come in when they 
started picking them in October and it was 
full on virtually every day until Christmas. 
They might get Mondays off because that 
was the day that we used to regroup and get 
ready to start the whole process again. Of 
course, if things were going full on, then we 
were forced to work seven days a week. 
The big money at that time was in getting 
early beans to the Sydney or Melbourne 
markets in the first week of October. I put 
myself through Teachers’ College growing 
beans. In those days, you could earn $60 
to $80 as a labourer, but I could make up to 
$500 a day picking beans. My God, you had 
to work your guts out though!  
Who says you can’t grow potatoes here in 
the valley?
When Dad started growing potatoes 
commercially, he was told by the Department 
of Agriculture that he wouldn’t be able 
to grow them here as the climate was not 
suitable as a potato growing area. But Dad 
had always grown potatoes for the house 
and he had found that both the Sebago and 
Pontiac varieties grew well here. 
So we would get our seed potatoes in 



26  2627  27

May, about 25 to 30 bags or a couple of 
tonnes maybe, and we would cut them into 
sections for planting. We would spend hours 
and hours down in the shed cutting up the 
seed potatoes to get more out of them. 
And then we would plant out about 10 or 
15 acres depending on the season in about 
late July. The challenge was to plant them 
early enough to be able to get enough seed 
potatoes out of the ground by December 
before the heat of summer spoiled them. 
We kept enough seed to plant another crop 
in February.
I have historical records on what they used 
to grow here and when to plant crops on 
specific dates, but these records are not 
appropriate any more as the effects of 
global warming have become more evident. 
Certainly, I am aware that we have less 
incidences of frost than we used to. I can 
recall when I was younger that our dam 
would become a sheet of ice and the horse 
troughs would have ice on them every 
morning. 
Many have said that the Matcham-
Holgate Cricket Club might just as well 
be called the Pattersons’ Cricket Club. Is 
cricketing ability part of the DNA of the 
Patterson clan?
My family has had a strong connection with 
the Matcham-Holgate Cricket Club from 
its inception (the club changed its name 
to Terrigal-Matcham in 2003, when they 
merged with the Terrigal club). 
Dad’s father and brother helped clear 
the land at Paul Oval to create the cricket 

ground as we know it today. Dad told me 
about how he would go down there as a kid 
and help to clear the bracken fern from the 
ground so that matches could be played. But 
Dad himself didn’t play cricket as he was a 
good tennis player. There were lots of tennis 
courts in our area at that time and there was 
a strong social tennis network in our valleys. 
Dad was also captain of the Fire Brigade 
for 20 years. It was all interrelated with 
that community spirit – the cricket club, 
the fire brigade, the school, the church and 
Matcham Hall. Mum was a stalwart of St 
George’s Church, along with Joan Monico 
and Jean Evans in that era. 
Dad was heavily involved with the cricket 
club as both my brother Graeme and I were 
keen cricketers. Mum’s brother, Roger, was 
also a good cricketer and he played for 
Country NSW in the 1920s. Mum and Dad 
were patrons of the cricket club for as long 
as I can remember. There was a continuity 
with the club without Dad even playing 
cricket. 
Graeme and I played in the junior sides for 
the club in the early 1970s and then we 
played in the senior first grade side for a 
number of years. We are both life members 
of the Terrigal-Matcham Cricket Club, which 
is a great honour. 
My son Alex continues our strong family 
connection with the cricket club and is 
currently the captain of the first grade 
side. I still play in the seniors competition 
(over 60s) and I was president of the club 
for several years up until recently and also 
president of the juniors for a time. 
You played cricket in the Kent Premier 
League in England for a while – tell us 
about how you met your wife, Penny
After Teachers’ College, I resumed playing 
cricket at grade level for the Central Coast 
side at that time. A friend told me about 
clubs in England that were interested in 
Australian players guesting with them, and 
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he introduced me to three clubs over there 
that were interested in my cricketing record. 
I ended up choosing to play with the 
Sevenoaks Vine Cricket Club in the Kent 
Premier League and was with that club 
from 1986–87. I paid my own airfare over 
there and the club provided me with a car, 
a house and a job. The job involved working 
on a dairy farm, which was right up my alley. 
I did all manner of jobs on the farm, such 
as driving tractors, hay making, tree felling 
for firewood, silage making and mucking out 
the dairy sheds. 
The Sevenoaks Vine club has a rich heritage 
stretching back to 1734, and it boasts one 
of the most historic grounds in England. 
The famous seven oak trees for which it is 
named were planted for King Edward VII’s 
coronation in 1902, but unfortunately six of 
them were blown over in a fierce storm in 
October 1987. Subsequently, in December 
that same year seven sapling oaks were 
planted, resulting in eight oaks that now line 
the northern end of the Vine.
One evening I ran into this lovely young lady 
in the cricket clubhouse and that is where I 
met Penny. She refused to go out with me 
for two weeks, but I persevered and finally 
won her heart. Love is a powerful thing, and 
we eventually married and she followed me 
out to Australia! 
After living in the lush green garden of 
England all her life, Penny initially found 
the Australian landscape to be hot, dry, 

harsh and bewildering, with the sound of 
cicadas ringing in her ears. Her first visit 
to an Australian pub (in a public bar of 
the 1980s no less) was a culture shock for 
her compared to the more social, homely 
English pub experience she was used to.
After my return from England, I captained 
the Central Coast team for a couple of 
years. I had no burning desire to move 
to first grade cricket in Sydney, as I have 
always loved living here on the Coast. After 
I finished my teaching diploma in Armidale 
in 1982, I came back to Holgate and I just 
loved that community spirit involved with 
our Matcham-Holgate Cricket Club. I felt 
that I had something to give back to the 
community and I ended up captaining the 
first grade side for quite a few years. We 
actually won the Central Coast premiership 
in 1987/88, the same year that Penny moved 
to Australia. 
As our family grew over the years – we 
already had three boys and a fourth on the 
way – the demands of family life meant that 
I no longer had time to continue playing 
grade cricket, so I became involved with the 
junior committee and started to coach the 
junior sides instead. 
Around about that time, some people on the 
senior committee were pushing to change 
the name of the club, claiming that no one 
knew where Holgate is, and they proposed 
changing the name to Terrigal-Matcham, 
as many of our players came from Terrigal. 

The historic Sevenoaks Vine cricket grounds in Kent, UK.
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They were probably right, as there were 
only a handful of us living in the Holgate 
area who were still involved with cricket. 
The vote was defeated the first time it was 
proposed at the AGM, but the following year 
in 2003 they voted to change the name. 
Tell us a little about your teaching career 
and the schools you taught at
My career as a primary school teacher 
involved permanent casual stints at Empire 
Bay, Gorokan and Killarney Vale schools 
before I moved overseas to play cricket in 
the UK. 
When I returned from 
England, I taught teenage 
boys in Industrial Arts at 
Mount Penang Training 
School for Boys from about 
1988–1994. Then I moved to 
Woodport Public School from 
about 1994–2002 and my 
first assignment was to teach 
Kindergarteners, which was a 
challenging paradigm shift in 
teaching focus. I was terrified 
at first seeing all those 
little faces, some of whom 
had been howling at being 
separated from their parents 
for the first time. 
So I pulled out my guitar and said, “Righto, 
kids, who knows this song?” Then I launched 
into: “I’m a little teapot …” In no time, 
all the children were singing along, and I 
thought “I’m onto something here!”. So 
that became one of my preferred teaching 
strategies for some time – we would have 
organised learning activities for a while, and 
then I would ask the class, “Who wants to 
sing a song?” I wore out guitar strings at a 
prodigious rate over the years. 
What led you to leave teaching and start 
up your rural fencing business?
I guess that I eventually became 
disenchanted with the constant shifts in 

teaching approaches and the overwhelming 
paperwork involved, and decided to change 
my direction in life. Growing up, I had 
always had a strong connection to the land 
and farming, and felt that I would prefer an 
alternative to making a living by developing 
a fencing business. I took long service leave 
and settled down to developing my business. 
It was hard at first, with four children and 
a mortgage, but I loved it and Patterson 
and Sons Rural Fencing has become a great 
success. My sons Ben and Alex have joined 
me in the business. All four of my boys 

have worked with me in the 
fencing business at some time, 
and they have also played 
grade cricket with me, which 
has created a special bond 
that I cherish. It is difficult 
working with your kids, and I 
have had to be mindful that I 
needed to pull back at times 
and allow them to learn by 
their own experience. This is 
a common learning situation 
that all parents face with their 
children.
I was mentored early on in 
the fencing business by Phillip 
May, who taught me a lot and 

initially gave me subcontract work, until my 
business grew. 
Our fencing business has changed with 
the times, and we now build all types of 
fencing except for glass. We have diversified 
over the years and have bought all sorts of 
specialised tools to allow us to achieve the 
highest professional standards. We focus on 
attention to detail and meeting our clients’ 
needs. 
Throughout this interview, the spirit of 
community in our valleys keeps popping 
up. How important is this to you?
When Penny moved to Australia, one 
of her first impressions of Holgate and 

Oliver, Verlie and Viv Pollard 
at Terrigal circa 1926
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the surrounding area was that it was the 
embodiment of community spirit and she 
was impressed with how people helped each 
other and integrated with each other here. 
Back in the early days in our valleys, if a 
farmer got a flat tyre on his tractor when he 
was in the middle of harvesting potatoes, 
neighbours would say: “No problem, grab 
our tractor”. If you were a bag of fertiliser 
short or you needed some bean seeds in a 
hurry, again neighbours would offer theirs 
with no hesitation. 
As a kid growing up in those days, I recall 
the strong community spirit and social 
networks that were present in our valleys. 
For example, they held regular card nights 
at Matcham Hall, where they played Euchre. 
There could be up to 50 people and all 
the local identities would be there. There 
was a great competitive spirit, but it was 
tremendous fun.  
They also held monthly dances at the Hall 
and they had someone playing the piano 
and maybe a guy on a trumpet, and people 
singing and waltzing around. I can remember 
as a kid helping to set up for the dances. 
They would throw sawdust on the floor and 
then wax it to make the surface smooth for 
dancing. Kids would attend 
Sunday school at the Hall 
and then we would walk 
down to St George’s Church 
at the end of Oak Road in 
time to listen to the priest 
give his blessing at the end 
of the service.
If someone in the 
community was sick, then 
everyone would just go and 
pick their fruit for them 
and make sure that their 
produce didn’t spoil. When 
Dad broke both his legs, 
our family probably would 
have gone bust as there was 

no welfare available. Without the help of 
friends and neighbours our farm would have 
been in dire straits. 
Again, that sense of community was 
exemplified when Holgate Public School was 
built – it was all volunteer work by locals 
that got it done. My grandfather Oliver and 
his brother Walter used their trewhella 
grubber (which is now sited on the school 
grounds near the huge stump) to clear the 
land to prepare it ready for building. People 
didn’t expect anything for helping someone 
else out – they did it because it was the right 
thing to do! You only take with you when 
you die what you’ve given away. 
When we talk about that spirit of community 
– there’s a higher power there somewhere 
that plays a part in all of us. Just like our First 
Nations people talk about their connection 
with the land, I have a strong sense of that 
living here in Holgate. My grandparents and 
my parents forged their lives here and now 
I am doing the same. The same applies with 
that connection with the community – the 
integrity, the honesty, that compassion ... 
all those simple morals and values, I guess 
these are what keep our communities 
strong. 

My father passed away in 
2003 just shy of 84 and 
Mum eventually decided 
that she wanted to sell 
our family home so that 
she could move into a 
retirement village, as she 
could no longer drive and 
was prepared for this 
eventuality. Penny and I 
decided that we would 
purchase the house to give 
her the funds to do so, and 
this has maintained the 
continuation for our family 
living in this house. Mum 
passed away last year aged 
97. zElsie at the farm in Clyde Road
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Sport
This term, children have represented 
Holgate Public School in numerous 
sporting events including soccer, 
basketball and zone cross country.
The boys’ soccer team made it through 
the first round, but sadly got knocked out 
in the second round by Gosford East. The 
girls also got knocked out by Gosford East 
in the second round. Coincidentally, both 
scores were 2–1.
The girls’ basketball team did extremely 
well to make it to the third round and the 
boys made it to the second round. Great 
demonstration of skills, sportsmanship 
and effort were demonstrated by both 
teams. 
All students who were in the top six at our 
cross country participated and in the zone 
cross country. Holgate Public School came 
third overall. Go Holgate! Congratulations 
to Oliver H. and Clara R., who successfully 
made it to Sydney North. 
Learning 
So far the Years 5 and 6 Debating Teams 
have done really well. The Year 5 team 
were knocked out in the third round. The 
Year 6 team made it to the fourth round, 
defeating the Bateau Bay Bananas. Our 
school is looking forward to the next 
round for our Year 6 team. Best of luck 
debaters!
In Term 3 our whole school will be 

participating in the Public Speaking 
Competition. We usually do well in this 
competition, so look out for results in our 
school next edition. 
The Positive Behaviour for Learning focus 
has been anti-bullying strategies. We have 
learnt how to use the high five strategy to 
protect yourself from bullying. The high 
five is to ignore, talk friendly, walk away, 
talk firmly, then report
The students of Holgate attended a 
learning workshop with Max Rae from 
Holgate Bee-U-Tiful Honey to teach us 
about bees. It was so interesting!
This term, RAD Readers was introduced 
to the school through Parliament. It is a 
reading program to excite students about 
reading. The goals are 50, 100, 150, 200, 
250 and 300 nights of reading. If you 
reach one of these goals, you get 15 
minutes extra play time, which we love!
Arts 
Our school dance group have performed 
at the Central Coast Dance Festival. The 
Holgate Dance Group went to Laycock 
Street Theatre to dance to the very 
popular song Dance Monkey. We are very 
proud of their performance. 
The same dance group has been selected 
to perform at the Central Coast Showcase 
2021, a great privilege and honour to 
have been selected. We look forward to 
this Showcase in Term 3. 

HOLGATE PUBLIC SCHOOL

The following Holgate Public School report is brought to you  
by our School Captain Archie Lowe and Vice-Captain Seth King
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Holgate had many students audition for 
roles in the Central Coast Choral Festival 
2021 as masters of ceremony (MC), solos 
or duos. Holgate Public School were 
successful with Ava K. as MC and soloist, 
as well as Yu-Jie B. and Caitlin R. with 
solos. Lucia P. and Zia Y. performing a duo. 
Leadership 
During this term our Peer Support 
program has taken place. Year 6 have 
taken on the role of leaders. They have 
been successful in their journey of helping 
students become critical and creative 
thinkers.
So far this year, the Parliament sessions 
have been fun and effective. Parliament 
students have put through many motions 
of varied topics that have led to the 
upgrade and inclusion of activities, 
fundraisers and opportunities across the 
school. 
Excursions and out-of-school activities
The Stage 2 Great Aussie Bush Camp was 
a thrilling experience for the Years 3 and 
4. They learnt how to canoe and many 
other activities.
The P&C Trivia Night was a great 
experience for the parents and local 
community. The event raised money 
for the school and many community 
members had a fabulous time dressing up 
and being silly. The winners were the Mad 
Hatters!
Stage 1 had an amazing time at Olympic 
Park discovering the history of the 2000 
Olympic Games held in Sydney. They 
enjoyed the ride on the double decker 
bus. z
Kind regards, Mrs Gordon – Principal, 
Archie Lowe – School Captain and Seth 
King – Vice Captain

 

 

 

 

Professional services include: 
Tree Removal 
Tree Pruning 

Block Clearing 
Stump Grinding 

 
Phone 0420 629 496 for a no obligation free quote 

www.randbtreeservices.com.au 
Fully Insured 

ABN: 25 618 761 945 

Professional services include:
Tree Removal
Tree Pruning

Block Clearing
Stump Grinding

Phone 0420 629 496 for a 
no obligation free quote

www.randbtreeservices.com.au
Fully insured

ABN: 15642734487

  

•  Landscape construction.
•  Central Coast friendly.
•  Fully insured and qualified. 

Based in Matcham, Silver Fern 
Landscapes specialises in structural 
landscaping and pool renovations, 
pool paving, timber/stone retaining 
walls, decks, laying turf, garden 
renovations and garden maintenance.

Ph: 0431 589 318
silverfernscapes@gmail.com

Silver Fern  
Landscapes
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Friends of Democracy need to speak up
On 12 May 2016, the NSW Government amalgamated Gosford and Wyong Councils to become 
Central Coast Council. Five years later, Central Coast Council faces a significant financial crisis, 
rates are going up, staff have been axed, community assets are being sold and services cut.
At the time of merger, Gosford and Wyong Councils had a combined debt of over $300 million 
and only $5 million in unrestricted funds – and yet the NSW Government pushed through the 
merger of these Councils without the community’s backing.
The NSW Government-appointed Administrator (2020), Dick Persson, acknowledged that the 
community didn’t want the merger then and doesn’t want the merger now – but claims that the 
matter is resolved.
It is not.
On 12 May, 5 years after the merger of Gosford and Wyong Councils, I launched an initiative 
“Central Coast Friends of Democracy”. 
On that same day, 5 years after the merger, the NSW Government-appointed Administrator wrote 
to the Minister proposing that she “introduce measures that would prevent dismissed Councillors 
from standing in the next election”. This was 4 weeks after the Administrator recommended that 
the Minister “take whatever action necessary to prevent the return” of democratically elected 
Councillors.
On 15 June 2021, the current Administrator (Rik Hart) resolved to spend over $1.9 million on an 
optional referendum to be held on 4 September, when there will be no local Council elections. 
This is at the same time that our community is being told that due to the serious financial crisis 
– we need to sell community assets and increase rates. The referendum aims to reduce the 
number of Councillors from 15 to 9, and reduce the number of wards to 3. If successful, this 
move would weaken representation and weaken our democracy.
No doubt, everybody will have a view about what has gone wrong at our Council. Some of that 
will be explored through the Public Inquiry that has been announced, however, it is unclear if the 
Terms of Reference will truly search for answers – or just for blame. 
As a community advocate, my focus will continue to be our community and our region. The NSW 
Government has removed elected representatives. Instead, we have an Administrator to do the 
government’s bidding. This undermines our local democracy and removes accountability.

How can you help?
Register to receive updates at www.ccfriendsofdemocracy.com
The CCFoD is currently calling for Expressions of Interest to join a Working Group for an initial 
period of 12 months. The positions are on a voluntary basis. If you have relevant knowledge, 
skills and/or experience then please consider submitting an EOI. More details on: www.
ccfriendsofdemocracy.com 
If you would like to volunteer or join a Working Group – then email: admin@
ccfriendsofdemocracy.com

The Friends of Democracy will focus on returning democracy to our community and reclaiming our Council.
Initially this will mean educating the community about the option of a demerger – what this means, what it 
costs and how it would be achieved. We will then see if there is support for the demerger option.
If not, then we need to consider how the community’s interests can best be served by a large Council. How do 
we build and support an engaged community that wants to protect the things that they love whilst planning 
for the future.
The Friends of Democracy is not politically aligned. We welcome, and hope that, supporters from all political 
parties - and no political party - will join this cause.
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Chainsaws are obviously dangerous 
tools that need respect and training, 
please only use one if you have displayed 
some competence to a formal training 
organisation or an experienced chainsaw 
operator. Tocal Ag College in the Hunter 
provides an excellent course. I’m sure there 
are others. 
Chainsaws that are the wrong size or not 
maintained or have blunt chains or worn 
bars are very dangerous. 
I sit on my deck on the weekends and 
listen to underpowered and/or blunt 
saws screaming for hours. These saws are 
obviously not the ticket and generally need 
maintenance help. Sorry 
neighbours!
Using an underpowered 
saw for the job is 
frustrating and leads to 
fast wear and accidents 
due to levering against 
the “dogs” (spikes near 
the blade base) and/or pushing the saw to 
speed up the cut. A saw should smoothly 
and easily cut through the timber under 
very little pressure. Sometimes small saws 
can get wedged in timber and don’t have 
the power to cut through the timber like 
correctly sized saws. 
Cutting across the timber grain is much 
easier for a saw so sometimes smaller saws 
can do OK across the grain but struggle 
cutting with the grain (ripping), which can 
be needed to trim stumps, remove a branch 
etc. 
Australian timber is extremely hard – 
Australian Cypress Pine has a hardness 
rating higher than Oak and is a softwood!! 
Australian hardwood is up there with 

the toughest on the planet. Most saw 
manufacturers are in Europe or Asia where 
maybe a smaller saw would do to cut the 
predominant softwoods – not in Australia. 
If you live on a timbered block and regularly 
cut timber over branch size for firewood 
or cleaning up, you really should consider 
a saw in the roughly 65 to 75 cc range 
with a 20 inch bar. Below this the saw will 
probably be trying too hard and above that 
the weight and starting pull become an 
issue. This size saw should do for almost all 
jobs. Good well-known brands are the way 
to go as they are backed up with parts and 
service. Right now $1400 to $1500 plus is 

the rough cost, plus files, 
a vice and fuel container 
if you don’t have them. 
Not cheap. 
Chains need to be 
sharpened regularly, 
consider every cutting 
expedition or tank of fuel 

(not kidding!) and plenty of YouTube info on 
how to. Prokut Australia have a good video 
explaining the process. The main thing with 
sharpening is to realise that the corner 
point of the cutting tooth needs to be razor 
sharp as it does most of the work. You are 
not doing it correctly and/or enough if that 
point doesn’t get nice and sharp and spiky 
to a gentle touch. 
Chains come in semi chisel and full chisel 
style. There are others, but they are specialty 
chains. Full chisel cuts quicker but is blunted 
easily by an accidental touch on the ground. 
Recent technology has improved this 
greatly, but semi chisel is still more resistant 
to errors. Once again use known brands. I 
use Oregon brand chains. Chains also have 
depth gauges or “rakers” interspacing the 

SELECTING A CHAINSAW FOR 
SMALL ACRES MAINTENANCE
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WANTED!
Old or Unwanted Ride-on

Mowers
I am willing to buy that mower that 
you just don’t need anymore and is 

filling up your shed!

Contact James Morgan

on 0405 178 197

WALLY’S WATER CART

Domestic Water Delivery

Friendly, reliable, local  
service

Competitive Rates
14,000L (3,000 gals) per load

Town water only

Call Steve on 0417 677 524

cutting teeth that need occasional filing as 
the saw teeth wear down to allow correct 
cutting depth – again plenty of YouTube info 
out there. 
Chains need to match exactly the size 
stamped on the bar and written in the 
owner’s manual. Sharpening files are 
different for each size chain as well. 
Bars need servicing as well and should be 
considered consumables like chains. A 
flared edge on your bar means it needs a 
service. Saw shops can service your bar 
if it’s still OK. YouTube and a cheap eBay 
bar tool will get you back in business as 
well. You should turn the bar upside down 
occasionally to even up wear (you will 
actually look like a pro having the brand on 
the bar upside down!).
Saw motors rev up to 12,000 or 13,000 
rpm so the ignition coil and spark plug are 
working harder than just about any other 
engine. Consider changing the plug every 

year to prolong the ignition life as it is 
probably the most expensive single part on 
the saw to replace. Normal fuel and air filter 
servicing is also highly recommended. 
Most saws in the range suggested have 
variable bar oil adjustment. You should be 
able to see oil spraying lightly on the timber 
if you hold the bar end up to the timber you 
are about to cut and give the saw a light rev. 
All saws, regardless of size, should do this 
even if the flow can’t be adjusted. 
If you are unwilling to invest in all this and 
get the necessary training, perhaps consider 
a local mowing or tree service occasionally 
instead. 
Those small $300 saws and most battery-
powered saws are really only appropriate 
for pruning small trees and limbs, and they 
also still need the same attention mentioned 
above to be safe and serviceable. z

– Mike Simpson
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In May, Isabel Clarke, a former student of 
Holgate Public School (2018) took part in 
this year’s World’s Greatest Shave.
Isabel, who is now in Year 9 at St. Joseph’s 
College, was very brave and had a lot to 
lose – hair that is. But with every sacrifice 
great things can be achieved. Her team at 
St. Joey’s raised over $32,000 to support 

people with leukemia here on the Central 
Coast. Her family are all very proud of her 
commitment to helping others.
If you want to catch up with Isabel and 
tease her about her short … I mean thank 
her for her contribution to our community, 
you can find her at Oomph Cafe in East 
Gosford on Saturday mornings. z

WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE

A BIG THANK YOU to our Newsletter Delivery Team
Matcham Road Chris & Jim Gorman  Monique Jacobson Java Jacobson
Oak Road Lisa Lock  Sandy Temperley Mike Simpson
McGarrity Avenue Sandra Rae
Coachwood/Milina Roads Kim Gray Alison Cremen
Wattle Tree Road Ray Faull Katrina King Joy Robinson
Paroo Road Sean Dibbens
Bandalong/Talbingo/Wingrove Roads Sam Pethen
Carlton Rd/Gooriwa Rd/Murina Close David Broughton
Katandra Road Judy Watt
Clyde/Trawalla Roads Mindy Carr
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“On Time, Every Time.”

“Noisy pipes?  
Toilets slow to drain?

Leaking taps?”

0420 100 074
24 Hour Emergency Service

“Outstanding service  with integrity  
is our promise to you.”

 

ü
ü

ü

ü

24 hour emergency service for any plumbing situation.
We have the spare parts to repair your problem 
and get you up and running ASAP.
You need a reliable plumber that can fix 
the problem quickly and effectively.
Exceptional service to home and businesses 
on the Central Coast at an affordable price.

All Plumbing Work, Fully Guaranteed,  
FAST Service with NO-Mess!

fluidplumbingservices.com.au

DAVID MIKKELSEN

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

100% 
Unconditional 
MONEY BACK 
Guarantee!

We’re Focused On You
We’ll help you get the 

solutions you need.

On-Time
We know your time is important 

and we’ll make the most of it  
24 hours a day.

Friendly & Courteous
After all, you deserve to be helped 

by a tradesman with manners.

Fully Stocked Vehicles
While competitors may waste time 

going to wholesalers,  
we have it inside our vehicles.

Small Local Business 
Family owned and run business that  

understands the value of each customer.

100% Satisfaction  
Guaranteed 

We’ll make it right.

FPL115 • COPP THIS GRAPHICS • 0431 456 186
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BIG JIM’S LAWN MOWING
0405 178 197

WE PERSONALISE EVERY JOB TO SUIT OUR CLIENTS

• CHAIN SAW WORK
• RIDE ON MOWER / LAWN CARE
• GENERAL YARD MAINTENANCE

HOURLY OR DAY RATES AVAILABLE

Hire of Hall Fees
Weekdays
9 am – 5 pm $150
Weeknights (Mon–Thurs)
5 pm – 11:30 pm $150
Saturday/Sunday 
9 am – 5 pm $150
Fri/Sat/Sun nights
5 pm – 11:30 pm $280

bookings@matchamhall.org

Hall Newsletter 
Advertising Rates 2021 

 (Note: these are annual rates 
for ALL 3 editions)

Full page $375
Half page $300

Third page $225
Quarter page $150

NOTE: Our Community Hall is closed for all public meetings until advice  
from government health authorities indicates it is safe to reopen.  

For all enquiries contact: bookings@matchamhall.org



38  3839  39

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considering selling your 
Acreage property? 

Call Stephen Gittoes & Ingrid Osborn 
Long term Valley residents who have been living, listing and 
selling property in the Matcham/Holgate valley for over 30 

years. With their wealth of knowledge and a passion to 
succeed why wouldn’t you call the Gittoes’ team if you’re 

thinking of selling? 

We are open to talking with you about our strategies for the 
current market conditions.  

Call either of us for a confidential chat. 

 

Stephen Gittoes 
M  0416 295 174 
E  stepheng@gittoes.com.au 
 

Ingrid Osborn 
M  0428 372 953 
E  ingrido@gittoes.com.au 
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MATCHAM-HOLGATE LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
BUILDING & POOL SERVICES

Coastal Decks & Pergolas 
Call Adam & Lisa Lock 4365 0097 or 0419 292 026

Contemporary Pools & Spas
Call Ken 0408 433 378

Skydome Hunter Coast – Skydomes & attic stairs 
14 Barralong Road, Erina. Call 4365 1600

CHEF/HOME COOKING SERVICES

Foodworx Coaching – home cooked meals
Call Franziska 0426 227 515

VIP Private Chef – ultimate culinary experience
Bookings/enquiries: Josh MacLucas 0416 261 436

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

Matt Smith Electrical Services
Call 0412 391 438 matt@mses.net.au

Quick Connect – Electrical & Data Solutions 
Call Kieron 0407 668 689

HEALTH & RELATED SERVICES

Angela Rye Mobile Podiatry 
Call Angela 0407 062 672

Aspire Physiotherapy Centre 
0456 625 293 aspirephysiotherapycentre.com

Your Family Doctors at Erina 
602 Terrigal Drive, Erina. Call 4365 4999

HOME & PERSONAL SERVICES

Coastal Flue Cleaning & Wood Heater Repairs 
Call Mitchell Tysoe 0413 893 001

HV Audio Visual – TV/Home Theatre Installation 
Call Joel 0407 458 929

LOCAL PRODUCE & WINE

BamVino – The Deli – Pizza & Wine
Shop 488 The Entrance Road. Call 4365 0064

Bee-U-tiful Honey
Shop, 12 McGarrity Ave. Call Max 0424 168 590

PLUMBERS

Fluid Plumbing & Electrical 
24 Hour Emergency Service. Call 0420 100 074

PDB Plumbing 
Call Pat Brennan 0416 265 597

PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES

Absoloot Septic – Septic & AWTS Service Agents 
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

ASAP Earthworks  
Call 4362 1060 or 0401 397 754

Big Jim’s Lawn Mowing 
Call Jim 0405 178 197

Gellatley Landcare Solutions – Call Richard
0412 636 550 www.landcaresolutions.com.au

Habitat Tree Works – Qualified Arborist
Call Ethan Murphy 0402 574 616

R&B Tree Services – Central Coast
Call 0420 629 496

Silver Fern Landscapes
Call Joe 0431 589 318

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Gittoes Real Estate – Leaders in Property
Call Stephen 0416 295 174 or Ingrid 0428 372 953

Lisa Harris Real Estate – Local knowledge
Call Lisa 0412 293 127

VETERINARY SERVICES

PetStock Vet
Call Erina: 4367 4066 or Gosford: 4321 0990

WANTED TO BUY

Wanted Old or Unwanted Ride-on Mowers 
Call James Morgan 0405 178 197

WATER SUPPLIERS

R U EMPTY Water Carriers
SMS or call Bron 0410 057 215

Wally’s Water Cart
Call Steve 0417 677 524

Important Hall Contacts

Hall Bookings bookings@matchamhall.org
Treasurer treasurer@matchamhall.org
Newsletter editor@matchamhall.org
Advertising 369mcm@gmail.com
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Contact Us

Phone: (02) 4365 0097
Mobile: 0419 292 026

Address
PO Box 5099

Erina Fair, NSW 2250

Join us on Facebook

   • Decks/new & replacement
   • Handrails/stainless steel cables
   • All insurance work • Screens
   • Stairs • Retaining walls
   • Accredited MODWOOD installer
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www.matcham-holgate.rfsa.org.au

MATCHAM-HOLGATE RFS BRIGADE

The Matcham-Holgate valleys received a 
record of 2006 mm of rain during 2020 
and this is reflected in the lush freshness 
of the bush and the rich green of the 
lawns that surround many local houses. 
The rainfall recorded for the first half of 
2021 is above the average. It seems quite 
some time since the valley air was loaded 
with bushfire smoke and the TV screens 
were full of wildfires.
Such a scenario can create a false sense of 
security in terms of the approaching Fire 
Danger Period (October to March).
The surrounding bush responded to the 
high 2020 rainfall by increasing its foliage 
and producing new plants from dormant 
seeds, which resulted in a welcome 
freshness in the area. However, a closer 
look at the rainfall statistics shows that 
although the rain received for the year 
to date is above average the amount 
received in April, May and June is only 
42% of the average for those months, 
signifying the development of a drier 
trend.
The six months to December each year 
produce on average only 37% of the 
total rain for the year and the local bush 
always responds to the drier conditions 
by dropping leaves, which provide fuel for 
bushfires. It is also the time of the year 
when the Eucalypts shed their bark, some 
of which will hang in branches and provide 
the dreaded ‘bark candles’ that become a 

major source of bushfire spread. 
There is no way of knowing what rainfall 
will occur in the next six months, but if 
conditions are ‘average’ the early start of 
a dry trend in April to June could herald a 
lead-up to a dry summer and higher than 
average bushfire danger in the local area.
Rather than ‘wait and see’ it is better 
to ‘ACT NOW’ and undertake the steps 
required to ensure that properties are 
managed so that they have the best 
chance possible of withstanding attack by 
fires.
Although some properties are at greater 
risk from bushfires than others there are 
none that are risk free. Those nestled 
near the bush are at greatest risk and 
indeed some are indefensible, but even 
those with wide swathes of mown grass 
will be susceptible to fires when the lush 
green turns to crispy brown as it has on 
several occasions in the past forty or so 
years.
There are a number of factors that 
determine the fire risk of a property, but 
the most common risk that no property 
can escape is the attack by embers from 
fires that can be any distance up to 20 km 
or more away.
When the flames are approaching, or the 
air is loaded with embers, it is too late to 
start preparing to protect the property. 
The local Matcham-Holgate Rural Fire 
Brigade in Wattle Tree Road is available to 

Rainfall and fire risk – do not be misled!
Former Valley resident (45 years) and retired Captain NSWRFS George Slennett offers 

some sage advice on how to protect your property from the risk of bushfires.
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assist in preparing for the next fire danger 
period. Even if the next six months are 
not as dry as suggested any action taken 
for this period and any plans for action 
will still be valid for subsequent seasons.
Each property needs to be reviewed in 
terms of its location in relation to the 
direction and likelihood of a bushfire 
attack, the actual property assessed 
on manageable risks and the most 
appropriate plan to develop in terms of 
staying to defend the property or leaving 
early for a safe area.
The brigade is planning Open Day activities 
for September 12 this year, the nature of 
which will depend on the COVID situation 
at the time. In conjunction with the Day 
the brigade will, between September 
4 and October 16, be mounting ‘Street 
Meetings’ at key community meeting 

points around the valleys where 
experienced fire fighters will be available 
to give advice to residents in locating 
their property on a fire risk map and 
developing plans of action.
The exact location and times of the 
meetings will be advised closer to the 
date but they will be held in the vicinity 
of: 300 Oak Road; 15 Wattle Tree Road; 
Mt Elliott Lookout; Fagans Road; Koorin 
Road; Holgate Public School; Patterson 
Close and Matcham Road
Keep an eye on the rainfall figures over 
the next few months, assess your water 
storage needs (keeping enough in reserve 
to fight fires on your property – minimum 
10,000 litres) and start planning now in 
anticipation of the ‘worst’ and hoping for 
the best. z

Do you need assistance in preparing 
your home for the fire season? AIDER is 
a free, one-off fire preparation service 
supporting some of our most at-risk 
community members. 
The RFS is always looking out for the 
community, and this is one way we can 
assist our community members who need 
a bit of extra help.
So who is eligible? 
Members of the community who can be 
categorised by both of the following:
1.  You live on fire prone land (land that 

can support a bush fire or be subject to 
bush fire attack).

2.  And you have limited domestic support 
available from family, relatives, friends 
or other services.

This could include older people, people 
living with a disability, and people who are 
already receiving community assistance 
and services.
What services do we offer?
AIDER offers the following services and 
many more:
• clearing gutters
• thinning vegetation around the home
• removing leaf and tree debris
•  trimming branches from close to the 

home
• mowing or slashing long grass.
Eligible and interested? To find out more:
Phone: 02 8741 4955 
Email: aider@rfs.nsw.gov.au 
Or apply online: https://www.rfs.nsw.
gov.au/plan-and-prepare/aider

Preparing your home for the fire season
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MONTHLY RAINFALL FOR 25 YEARS
YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

1997 184 269 40 45 314 117 165 54 146 75 28 57 1494

1998 106 79 26 174 475 90 117 451 49 54 129 75 1825

1999 148 266 61 340 42 175 129 81 47 153 115 101 1658

2000 87 106 318 47 27 41 45 24 40 64 99 47 945

2001 57 194 186 114 400 4 96 46 21 54 107 49 1328

2002 56 424 142 84 128 26 20 66 53 40 15 170 1224

2003 17 121 117 198 344 41 65 28 0 99 109 28 1167

2004 118 165 71 41 9 13 56 56 57 361 57 77 1111

2005 89 101 183 25 106 101 49 0 33 48 84 20 839

2006 120 78 43 0 74 113 141 86 116 53 61 102 987

2007 42 97 105 182 48 554 54 171 90 9 85 171 1608

2008 122 240 44 278 9 206 35 45 135 104 63 82 1363

2009 28 209 66 120 120 173 56 0 7 66 35 94 974

2010 79 106 114 96 146 122 139 52 21 73 285 81 1314

2011 50 64 239 233 141 226 285 60 213 57 147 93 1808

2012 161 280 116 181 68 148 47 31 27 5 47 92 1203

2013 264 179 186 199 122 279 42 21 32 41 264 24 1653

2014 37 147 108 189 22 153 8 234 53 82 28 97 1158

2015 309 78 64 500 160 79 15 33 212 38 196 118 1802

2016 345 37 147 126 6 297 122 130 64 66 38 72 1450

2017 44 167 389 88 30 193 9 16 3 80 82 61 1162

2018 42 178 107 66 22 239 26 18 51 289 161 50 1249

2019 67 114 171 92 18 188 59 215 113 41 15 3 1096

2020 87 550 190 64 158 75 208 48 55 299 46 226 2006*

2021 174 144 516 6 98 72 47

Year 2021 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTALS

Monthly this year 174 144 516 6 98 72 47

To date this year 174 318 834 840 938 1010 1057

Monthly 25 yr. av. 114 176 150 139 124 150 81

Accruing 25 yr. av. 114 290 440 579 827 977 1058

24 YEAR HISTORY 1997 – 2020

Monthly 24 yr. av. 111 177 135 145 125 153 82 82 68 94 96 82 1350

Accruing 24 yr. av. 111 288 423 568 693 846 928 1010 1078 1172 1268 1350

RAINY DAYS – Over 0.5 mm daily (Dew factor)

Monthly this year 12 17 17 3 9 9 6

To date this year 12 29 46 49 58 67 73

24 yr. monthly av. 8.7 9.0 9.4 8.6 7.5 9.3 6.4 5.5 5.2 7.2 8.3 7.7 92.8

From the Holgate/Matcham ridgeline boundary
Readings at approx. 6.30 am for previous 24 hours. Elevation: 100 m. Monthly totals rounded to nearer mm.

RAINFALL REPORTS




